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SECTION I. 
.BOOKS. 

I. Chirurgifcke Hdndelfer , &c. i. c. Chirurgical 
Cafes . By Glaus Acre), M. D. General Di¬ 
rector of all t he Hofpitals in Sweden ; Profefsor 
of Surgery , and principal Surgeon to the Royal 
Infirmary at Stockholm. The fecond Edition. 

f • 

8vo, Stockholm, 1778. 2 Vols. with Copper¬ 
plates. 

1 

T HE author of the Work before us, has 
long been defervedly efteemed as a ufeful 
and ingenious writer. The firft edition of it was 
printed in 1759, in one volume 8vo. In the 
prefent edition it is confiderably enlarged, and 
Vol, III. N° I. B its 
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its value increafed by rrlany additional obferva- 
tions. The whole may be confidered as the 
refult of long and extenfive experience*, the 
author having officiated as Surgeon to the In¬ 
firmary at Stockholm, from the time of its infti- 
tution in 1752. As a reward for his fervices, the 
King of Sweden has lately decorated him with 
the order of Wafa. 

The cafes deferibed in thefe volumes are ar¬ 
ranged under different heads. The author 
begins with fuch as relate to the head and 
throat, and proceeds from thofe to the difeafes 
of the trunk and extremities. From each of 
thefe divifions we (hall feledt fuch obfervations 
as appear to be the moft interefting. 

Wounds of the Head .—The author relates the 
cafe of a foldier who received a violent contufion 
on his head, which deprived him of his fenfes. 
At the end of eight days, however, he was fuffi- 
ciently recovered to be able to walk feveral 
miles, when he fuddenly fell down fenfelefs. 
In this (late he was brought to the hofpital. No 
mention was made of the previous blow on the 
* head, and as there was no wound of the integu¬ 
ments, recourfe was had to V.S. blifters, and 

internal remedies. After he had been a week in 

the 
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the hofpital without any amendment, his head 
was obferved to be enlarged, and upon exami¬ 
nation a flu&uation was felt under the integu¬ 
ments. An incifion was now made through the 
fkin in the direction of the fagittal future, and by 
this means a confiderable quantity of a yellowifli 
watery fluid was difcharged. Upon introducing 
a finger into the wound, the future was found 
to be conflderably dilated. The patient after 
this began to recover his fpeech, and gave an ac¬ 
count of the blow he had received. At the end 
of another week a fluctuation was felt at the 
occiput. A fre(h incifion was made in this parr, 
and a great quantity of the fame kind of fluid 
difcharged as before. The lambdoidal future 
was likewife found to be dilated, and five of the 
ojfa triquetra were fo loofe, that they were taken 
out without the leaft refiftance. After a few 
days a fimilar difcharge took place from the 
right coronal future, which was alfo much di¬ 
lated. In about five weeks, the difcharge from 
the incifions had entirely ceafed, and the patient 
began to recover his ftrength fo as to be able to 
walk. But at this period of the cure, as he was 
rifing in the night to go to the privy, he acci¬ 
dentally fell with his head againft the wall, and 

B 2 died 



died inftantly. His head was examined after 
death, but the brain afforded no marks of fup- 
puration, or of extravafated blood, and all the 
futures, except the coronal, were filled with 
granulations. 

A cancerous fungus of the brain. — About a 
year and a half before the appearance of this tu¬ 
mour, the patient had received a violent blow on 
the head, and from that period had been hardly 
ever free from pain. The fwelling at length 
acquired the fize of a middling apple. As it 
evidently role and fubfided in a manner corre- 
fponding with the motion of the cerebrum, it 
was on this account fuppofed to be connected 
with it. It gradually became fofter and fofter, 
and at length was opened. A confiderable quan¬ 
tity of a thin bloody fluid was difeharged by this 
means, but there was no appearance of pus. 
Soon after the operation the patient fell afleep, 
and remained fenfelefs and motionlefs till his 
death, which happened three days afterwards. 

This cafe is followed by an account of two 
inftances of a peculiar tumour on the head. In 
both patients this fwelling was brought on by 
their carrying a great weight on the head. It 
extended over the whole cranium to the os ju- 

gale. 
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gale. It was neither red nor painful, but very 
elaftic, fo as not to retain the impreflion of the 
finger. In each of thefe cafes a cure was eafily 
obtained by evacuations and topical applications, 
as the cranium did not feem to be affe&ed, 

A double bare-lip .—In this cafe the author 
trufting to the great dilatability of the labia t cut 
out the portion of hard flefii that feparated the 
two hare-lips,and which was4-ioths of an inch 
in breadth. The event was perfectly fuccefsful. 

Cancer of the lower lip .-~In cafes of this fort, 
if any part of the cheek is indurated or cor¬ 
roded, or the neighbouring glands are enlarged, 
he confiders the difeafe as incurable. Several 
cafes are related, in which the Belladona, Phy¬ 
tolacca, and other medicines were of no ule. In 
leveral of thefe cafes, the operation proved fruit* 

, lefs: for although the wound healed kindly, 
either the fubmaxillary glands, or the glands of 
the neck fwelled, and proved fatal to the pa¬ 
tient. In fome inftances, however, he has feen 
the operation prove fuccefsful. 

Of the Tricbiafts <-~The author obferves that 
this is generally the effcdt of chronic ophthalmia. 
In mod of the cafes that have occurred to him, 
the patient was deprived of fight j but in all of 

them 
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them a cure was effected by cutting out a por¬ 
tion of the outer membrane of the eye-lids, 
which was always praeternaturally elongated and 
relaxed. 

A large tumour extracted from the orbit of the 
eye. —This tumour was of the fize of an hen’s 
egg, and arofe from the bottom of the orbit, fo 
that the bulb of the eye was nearly preffed out 
of that cavity. After making an incifion thro’ 
the integuments above the orbit, the tumor was 
extracted, and the optic nerve was clearly feen 
after the operation. By degrees, however, the 
eye refumed its natural form, and the patient 
recovered his fight. 

A cancerous eye fuccefsfully extirpated.— The 
fubjedt of this cafe was a boy, and the difeafed eye 
had acquired an enormous bulk. Our author 
firft made an incifion, of an inch in length, 
through the canthus externus, and after dififedt- 
ing the bulb from the eye-lids, paffed a thread 
through it, by which means he was enabled to 
- elevate and extradt it with eafe. The orbit by 
degrees was filled with a flelhy fobftance, and 
five weeks after the operation, the patient was 
perfectly recovered. The extirpated eye afforded 
no marks of organifation. 


Of 
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Of the cataraft .—In cafes of this fort. Dr. 
Acrel prefers depreflion to extradion, and the 
method recommended by St. Ives to that prac- 
tifed by Ferrein. He has examined, after death, 
the eyes of feveral perfons who in their life¬ 
time had undergone the operation of depreflion, 
but in none of them could he difcover the lead 
Veftige of catarad in the chamber of the eye. 
He therefore is of opinion that the depreflfed 
lens is gradually difiolved, and of courfe difap- 
pears. He obferves that of thirty cafes of cata¬ 
rad, there were only three in which the anterior 
capfula of the lens was tranfparent; in all the 
others it was opaque. He has hardly ever feen 
any bad confequeoces from an effufion of blood 
into the eye during the operation, as it com¬ 
monly foon difappeared. Repeated obferva- 
tions have convinced him, that in cafes where 
the catarad has been preceded by long conti¬ 
nued pains or defluxions, or rheumatic head- 
ach, and the face is puftulous, or of a copper- 
colour, the operation is generally followed by 
bad fymptoms, and the patient feldom recovers 
his fight. 

Polypus of the nofe. —Dr. Acrel obferves, that 

the hard flefhy polypus has very often a bony 

bafis. 
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bafis, and is not radically cured ’till an exfo^ 
liation has taken place. In order to promote 
this, he applies butter of antimony, through a 
tube, to the part, and by this means has always 
deltroyed the root of the polypus, and prevented 
it from growing again. 

Extirpation of the parotids.—Two cafes are 
related in which this operation was performed 
by firft making a crucial inciilon through the in¬ 
teguments, and then palling a needle and thread 
through the tumour, by means of which it was 
drawn upwards, and differed out with greater 
eafe. In one of .the patients, the extirpation 
was effected without difficulty ; in the other, it 
was attended with confiderable trouble and 
danger, owing to the wounding of the external 
carotid. In lefs than two minutes the patient 
loft upwards of two pounds of blood. The ar¬ 
tery was too deeply feated to allow of a liga¬ 
ture being paffed round it, and our author was 
afraid to apply ftyptics on account of the nu¬ 
merous branches of nerves that occur in that 
part. There was no time, however to be loft, 
and recourle was had to agaric, pieces of whi h 
were applied fo as to comprels the mouth of the 
artery, and this had the deftred efted. 

A 
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A carious fijiula in the meatus auditorius.-- -Tho 
difeafe here fpoken of came on after an acute 
rheumatifm, fucceeded by vertigo, watchfulnefs, 
violent head-ach, and the difeharge of a yel- 
lowilh, watery fluid of a four fmell, from the 
ear. The meatus auditorius was found filled 
with a foft fpongy fleffi, and upon introducing 
a probe into it, our author felt a piece of loofe 
rough bone. This induced him to dilate the 
meatus, and extraft the difeafed bone, which was 
accordingly done, and the patient afterwards 
recovered. 

Worms in the meatus auditorius ,—The fubjeft 
of this cafe was a female who had for fome time 
laboured under a difficulty of hearing. On a 
fudden without any apparent caufe, lhe was 
feized with convulfions, and foon afterwards 
complained of acute pain in her ears, upon 
which the convulfions returned with increafed 
violence. A piece of lint moiftened with oil 
and laudanum, was now put into the ear, and 
upon taking it our, feveral very fmall round 
worms were found upon the lint, whereupon all 
the fymptoms ceafed. The author informs us 
that he has fince found an excellent remedy 
againft worms of this kind in a decodlion of 

Ledum 
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Ledum palufire injedted into the ear, having ex¬ 
perienced its efficacy in feveral cafes. 

A piece of a tobacco-pipe difchargedfrom an ab- 
fcefs .—The patient whofe cafe is here related, 

fell afleep with a pipe in his mouth, and broke 
off a portion of it, which he fwallowed. From 
that time he was ill, and foon began to have 
fymptoms of hedtic fever. Several months after 
an abfcefs formed in his back under the lower 
angle of the fcapula, and on opening it, it was 
found to contain the piece of the tobacco-pipe, 
which was eafily extradited, and the patient 
, cured. 

Cafe of a gun-fhot wound in the throat .—In this 
patient the ball paffed" between the trachea and 
the left internal carotid, without feeming to 
have injured either of thofe parts. Towards 
the end of the cure a true aneurifm of the ca¬ 
rotid, of the fize of a walnut, made its appear¬ 
ance, but was perfe&ly removed by compreffion 
in lefs than fix months. 

Encyjled tumours .—In feveral cafes of this fort, 
the tumours were opened by incifion, and the 
fac dellroyed by fuppuration. When the tu¬ 
mours have been large, Dr. Acrel has obferved, 
that fmall finufes and facs have fometimes re¬ 
mained 
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mained between the mufcles, and afterwards 
filled again. When this happened a fecond 
opening generally proved effe&ual. If the 
difeharge from the wound is ichorous, he re¬ 
commends the application of a folution of ful- 
phur, as the bell means of procuring a laudable 
pus. He has feen hard eneyfted fwellings 
brought to fuppuration by the external ufe of 
Pott’s Arthritic Spirit , which is prepared by 
diftilling two ounces of common fait with one 
ounce of oil of vitriol and two of oil of turpen¬ 
tine. T|ie diftilled fpirit is td be carefully fe- 
parated from the water, and preferved for ufe. 

Cafes of vomica .—Our author has feen repeat¬ 
ed inftances of abfeeffes of this fort after pleu- 
rify. The patients had commonly purulent 
expectoration, and external fiftulous ulcers. He 
always thought it advifeable to begin by dilat¬ 
ing the external opening. In the greater num¬ 
ber of cafes, he obferved that the pus was not 
in the cavity of the thorax, but in a peculiar 
fac between the pleura and intercoftal muftles; 
fometimes, however, it was evidently in the ca¬ 
vity ; and the cafes in which this happened were 
generally found to be the mod fatal. 


Ahfcefs 
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Abfcefs of the liver .—The fuppuration here 
fpoken of took place after a violent hepatitis. 
* The firft appearance of it was a large fwelling 
in the right hypochondriac region, extending to 
the breaft: the patient had a weak, quick 
pulfe, his countenance was of a pale yellow, and 
he was much emaciated. Poultices were ap¬ 
plied to the tumour, and in fix days the fluftua- 
ation was fufficiently evident to allow of its 
being opened. A large quantity of yellowifh 
green pus was difeharged, and a cure was ob¬ 
tained in about l'even weeks. 

Of hernias .—Under this head we meet with 
feveral interefting obfervations.—In a cafe of 
inveterate incarcerated hernia, our author dilated 
the abdominal ring before he opened the hernial 
fac, and the inteftine immediately went up of 
itfelf. He did this, he tells us, to prevent the 
air from coming into immediate contact with 
the contents of the fac. After the redu&ion 
of the hernia, the fac was opened, and the 
patient recovered, and remained well for nine 
months; at the end of which time his irre¬ 
gular mode of living brought on a colic, of 
which he died. 1 Upon diflc&ion thpfe parts of 
the omentum and inteftine which had formerly 

defeended 
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defcended through the ring, were found con¬ 
nected into one lump; the omentum -was pre* 
ternaturally hard, and the membranes of the in- 
teftine much thickened. The diameter of the. 
fac at the ring was io very fmall, that a goofe 
quill could with difficulty be palled into it. 

in feveral cafes of hernia that were not incar¬ 
cerated, the author has performed the operation 
with a view to prevent incarceration. Some of: 
the patients were radically cured ; in others, the 
hernia appeared again when they lefc off wearing 
a bandage •, and in one cale the operation 
proved fatal. In favour of this mode of pra&ice, 
he obferves that if the patient is of a good habit 
of body, and the inteftines are fpeedily reduced, 
the operation is not a dangerous one; and that 
in old hernias it often happens that the patient, 
even with the affiftance of a trufs, is unable to 
prevent the hernia from coming down, and 
of courfe is every moment in danger of its 
being incarcerated ; whereas by means of the 
operation a contraction of the ring is produced, 
fo that the hernia can always be kept lip with 
the affiftance of a bandage. 
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A cafe of incarcerated hernia is related in 
which our author performed the operation: a 
large portion of the omentum was found in the 
fac, to the bafis of which it adhered. After di¬ 
lating the abdominal ring, the omentum was 
eafily reduced, and the patient recovered. In 
three months after the operation, the omentum 
could be felt above the ring, but after that pe¬ 
riod it entirely difappeared. 

Separation of the ojfa pubis in parturition .— 
This circumftance was*not obferved till five 
weeks after delivery, when upon opening an 
abfcefs that had formed in the pubis, it was dif- 
covered that the bones were feparated, and 
eroded by the pus. After an exfoliation of the 
carious part, the bones united again, and the 


patient recovered. 

Of fijlulas of the urethra.— Thefe complaints, 
the author remarks, are generally, though not 
always the eflfetf: of a venereal caufe. In proof 
of this he relates the cafe of a foldier, who, af¬ 
ter an acute fever, was afflicted with an inflam¬ 
mation of the tefticles, fcrotum, and perinaeum. 
A fuppuration took place in the latter, and the 
urine made its way through the wound. In 


this fituation he 


remained for ten years, when 
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he was received into the hofpital. At that time 
there were three fiftulas in perinao \ one at the 
lower part of the ferotum, and two others near 
the anus. Almoft the whole of his urine palled 
through thefe channels. Recourfe was had to 
bougies, and mercurial ointment was applied to 
the perinaeum. In a fhorc time the bougies 
procured a free difeharge of urine from the na¬ 
tural paffage, but the perinaeum remained hard 
as before. A probe- was introduced ' into the 
urethra, and an incifion made into it. Several 
other incifions were at the fame time made into 
other parts of the perinaeum. A good fuppur 
ration enfued *, the hardnefs difappeared •, and in 
about five weeks after this operation the whole 
was clofed by a foft cicatrix. The patient was 
9ow difeharged from the hofpital, with a caution 
to continue the ufe of the bougies. This ad¬ 
vice however he neglected; to follow, and at the 
end of two years, returned to the hofpital with 
a frefh induration of the perinaeum, and voiding 
his urine with difficulty, and only by. drops. 
The hardnefs Teeming to be occafioned by a 
filtula near the neck of the bladder, an incifion 
was made into the urethra, and the indurated 

part diffefbed out: after which bougies were 

tiled, 


I 
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ufed, as aftdrthe former operation, and the pa- 

» 

tient foon recovered*—‘The author aferibes the 
origin of this cafe to a metaftafis after feyer; 
but we are inclined to think that he was de* 
ceived by the patient, who conftantly denied 
that he had any venereal taint* 

Hydrocele.-^-Two inftances are mentioned in 
which the operation by irtcifion proved fatal* 
The author attributes his ill fuecefs to the irre* 
gularity of the patients. He advifes the opera¬ 
tion of tapping, in cafes of this fort, to be 
performed in a dark room, with a lighted 
candle placed at the oppofite fide of the ferotum. 
By this means, we are told, it is eafy to diftin- 
guifh, and of courfe to avoid wounding the 
large blood-veffels of the tunica vaginalis or 
the tefticles. 

In feveral cafes of hydrocele he has adopted 
Mr. Elfe’s method of cure by eauftic, and has 
conftantly found it fuccefsful. 

Calculous complaints *—He has given the uva 
urfi in large dofes, and to a great number of pa¬ 
tients, but without any good effeft. Of twenty- 
two patients whom he cut for the ftone, five died 
within a month after the operation; all the 

others recovered. In the dead body of a man 

who 
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Xv\io during his life-time had been troubled 
with all the fymptoms of ftone, no calculus was 
found on difiHtion, but a fac was formed at the 
poll’erior part of the biadder, refembling the in- 
leflinum ccec'um. 

\ » J 

In the operation of lithotomy, in adults as 

Well as young fubjedts of both fexes, he has with 

great fuccefs employed Frere Cofme’s litbotome 

* ' 

'cache, and likewife M. Le Dran’s Couttau eii 
rondache .* 

Of Aneurisms .—Several cafes are related, and 
One of them proves, that we cannot always de¬ 
pend on the ligature of the artery, as in the cafe 
alluded to,the thread t was unexpectedly dilfolved 
eight days after the operation, and the patient 
Bled to death. 

A -particular kind of Paronychia.— Four caieS 
of this fort have occurred to our author. The 
firft of thefe patients began in the fummer of 
1746 to feel an acute pain in the little finger of 
his left hand; The pain extended from the 
foot of the nail to the end of the finger* and at 
firrt lafted only a few minutes at a time* return¬ 
ing irregularly after intervals foftietimes of feve- 
rat weeks. In about a year it became more 
violent, and continued for half 2nd even for i 
VdL. III. N°. I. C whote 
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hour. In 1748 this complaint became (till 
more troublefome, and the fame fort of pain be¬ 
gan to extend to the hand. During the years 
1749 and 1750 the pain in the finger and hand 
increafed, returning more frequently, and conti¬ 
nuing longer. The external ufe of theriaca and 
brandy fometimes alleviated it, but did not pre¬ 
vent its return. In the winter of 1751 the pa¬ 
tient began to feel a fimilar pain in his arm, and 
the finger was extremely painful when touched. 
The year following, the pain in the finger, hand 
and arm, became much worfe, and he began at 
times to complain of a pungent pain in the fide 
under the arm affe&ed. Externally, nothing 
preternatural appeared. Ele&ricity, blifters to 
the finger, a vapour bath, and other remedies 
were tried without effeft. At laft it was re- 
folved to amputate the laft phalanx of the little 
finger. The operation was accordingly per- 1 
formed, and the pain in the hand and arm gra¬ 
dually went off. The amputated bene was 
found changed into a real fatty fubftance. 

In another patient, a middle aged woman, an* 
almoft conflant pain was felt for nine years inr 
the laft phalanx of the right fore-finger. Dur¬ 
ing the two laft years, the extremity of the finger 

thick- 
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thickened and became almoft tranfparent. A cure 
was obtained, as in the former cafe, by ampu¬ 
tation. The bones of the amputated phalanx 
were tranfparent, and of a gelatinous confidence* 
A cafe in which the tcndo Achillis was twice 
divided .-^-The fubject of this cafe was a man 
who had the tendoAchillis cut through by a broad 
fword. The divided portions of the tendon 
were united by future, and after a time the pa¬ 
tient feemed to be perfe&ly recovered. Several 
years after this* as he was running haftily up 
flairs, the tendon was again ruptured at the fame 
place as before. The divided portions were 
now' brought together by bandage. At the end 
of fix weeks they feemed to be completely re¬ 
united, and in lefs than half a year the pa-* 
tient had recovered the perfe£t ufe of his foot. 
At the place where the re union took place, 
a hard knot was to be felt of the fize of a hazle- 
nut. 

Befides the cafes and remarks of which we 
have already given an abftrad,there arefomeothers 
of which it will be fufficient to mention the title 
or general heads. Of this number are i. the 
cafe of a woman who voided afcarides with her 
urine. 2. An inftance of a double uterus illuf- 

C 2 trated 
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trated by an engraving; 3. a cafe of a fuppref- 
fiori of urine in which the bladder was ruptured 
by a violent effort to empty it. 4. An account 
of a wound of the femoral artery, in which a li¬ 
gature was fuccefsfully pafied round the veflei, 
about four inches below Pouparts ligament, and 
the ufe of the limb preferved; 5. a cafe of a frac¬ 
ture of the os humeri, in which a fpurious articu¬ 
lation was formed merely by neglecting to fuf- 
pend the fore-arm ; the latter by its weight hav¬ 
ing drawn down the lower part of the os hu¬ 
meri, fo as to prevent it from uniting with the 
upper portion. 6. An account of a conHderable 
fwelling of the hand, occafioned by the fling of 
a wafp, and cured by the external ufe of cold 
water* 


II. Kongl. Vetenfkaps Academiens Randlingar for 
ar 1777. i e. Memoirs of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences of Sweden for the Tear 1777. 8vo, 
Stockholm. 

1. Obfervations to fhew that the lofs of one or 
other of the external fcnfes is compenfated by a 

greater perfection of the reft. By R. Martin, M.D. 

Pro - 


1 
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Profejfor of Anatomy at Stockholm .—In the courfe 
of this paper we meet with feveral curious fads. 
The moft remarkable of thefe is our author’s 
account of a Swedilh peafant thirty-four years 
old, who though blind from his infancy, has ac¬ 
quired confiderable dexterity in feveral of the 
niechanic arts. He not only eafily finds his way 
alone through the forefts to cut wood, but 
makes a variety of utenflls in iron, wood, &c. 
likewife (hoes, needle-work, &c. He plays at 
cards, but he cannot diftinguilh colours. An- 
other blind man, who is a native of Finland, is 
fpoken of as excelling in all kinds of fine wood 
work. Our author makes mention of a woman 
whom he couched, and who for fome time after 
the operation, whenever the bandage was remov¬ 
ed, could not fee, unlefs the window-curtains of 
the room were drawn. In a fecond paper on the 
lame fubjedt, Profeffor Martin fpeaks of a man 
who being deprived of the ufe of his hands, per¬ 
forms all the ufual functions of the hands with 
his feet; and of another perfon now living at 
Stockholm, who having likewife loft the ufe of 
his hands, has accuftomed himfclf to write with 
his mouth. 

q 3 
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II. An account of the ft ate of population in four * 
diftrifts of Swedifh Lapland. By Mr. Hollften.-^* 
Each of thefe diftritts is faid to contain upwards 
of ioo fquare miles, and yet the total number of 
inhabitants does not exceed 337o. They are 
fometimes vifited by the fmall-pox, their dread 
of which is fo great, that when a perfon is at*; 
tacked with it, they generally leave him to him- 
felf. In another paper on the fame fubjeff, Mr. 
Hogftroins endeavours to prove that Lapland 
was formerly more populous than it is at prefent. 

III. Obfervations on the falt-petre manufaftory 
(it Helfingfors. By Mr. Berger.—This paper 
contains feveral remarks on the produ&ion, con- 
ftituent parts, and method of refining falt-petre. 
Our author obferves that the acid of nitre is in- 
timately combined with a diluted oily fubftance, 1 
which prevents it from (hooting into chryftals. 
It is not the pra&ice, it feems, in Sweden to pro¬ 
cure falt-petre by the addition of an alkali x but 
the common fait and oily matter, as well as the 
calcareous earth united with the latter, are fepa- 
yated by repeated folutions and evaporations. 
We are told that at Helfingfors there is a fpring 
which contains nitre in the proportion pf half an 
ounce to eight pounds of the watert 


IV. Ak 
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IV. An account of a fatal cafe of hydrophobia. 
By J. L. Odhelius, M.D.—We.have here an in- 
ftanceofadifeafe which is faid to be very uncom¬ 
mon in Sweden. The patient was a boy 1 1 years 
old, who had kififed a Tick dog that afterwards 
proved to be mad. The patient had taken the 
animal to-bed with him the night before it died. 
There was no appearance of any wound, and he 
denied that he had been bit. When the fymp- 
toms of hydrophobia came on, recourfe was had 
to venasfeXion, but the blood that was taken 
away exhibited no inflammatory cruft. Mer¬ 
curial fridtions, opium, and mufk were given 
freely, but without eflfcX, as the patient died. 
The dead body foon became putrid. 

V. The cafe of a young woman who was bit by a 
dog.. By Martin Stutzer.—This paper relates to 
the treatment of a maid fervant who was bit in 
/ two places by a dog that was fuppofed to be 
mad. Cantharides in powder were applied, fo 
as to produce a difcharge from the wounds j fa- 

X * 

livation was excited by mercurial friXions, and 
the patient remained free from infection* No¬ 
thing, however, can be more fufpicious than the 
prophylaxies recommended againft the hydro¬ 
phobia, even in cafes where the madnefs of the 
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^nimal is afcertained beyond a doubt, In th& 
prefent inftance, it does not clearly appear that 
the animal itfelf \^as mad, and of co,urle the cafe 
can be of no ufe, 

VI. An account of the in efficacy of foap and time 
water in a cafe of calculus. Py P. J. Bergiu.^ 
M.D .Profeffior of NaturalHiftory andChemifiry at 
Stockholm .—The patient, whole cafe is here re¬ 
lated, took every <^ay, during fourteen years, half, 
an ounce of l'oap, and three pints of lime water. 
After death a calculus was found in the bladder;. 
that weighed eleven ounces. The author ob- 
ferves that he has tried the fame remedy in cafes, 
of gall Itone, but without any good effect. In 
three inftances of the latter dileafe, the patiqnj 
found relief from the ufe of cream of tartar. 

Of the other papers contained in this volume, 
we {hall content ourfelves with enumerating the, 
general heads, viz. i. Experiments on fea water^ 
by Sir Thorb. Bergman. ^See VoJ.I. of oyr Jour- ; 
rial, page 7+) 2. Obfervations to prove that the 
magnefia of nitre is not a calcareous earth ; and 
3. Remarks on Platin.a, and the lapis hydroplock- 
phanus , or oculus raundi y by the fame: all thefc, 
have been fince reprinted in his Cdpujcula Che- { 
mica. 4. An account of the worms tha.t a,re 

found 
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found i(i wheat, and the means of deftroyfng 
them, by Mr. Bierkander; 5. A defcription, 
with engravings, of the Protea Sceptrum Gujt-avt - 
anum , and 6 . Limex Paradoxus , two plants, and 
pf a new animal difcovered at the Cape by Dr. 
Sparmann ; 7. Experiments with the Electro- 
phorus *, and 8. Obfervations on the declination 
of the needle at Stockholm ; 9. An account of 
a wound of the femoral artery fuccefsfully treat¬ 
ed by Olaus Acr^l, M. D. &c. (fee our prefent 
volume, page 20) with an'appendix by Brofeflor 
Martin, pointing out the cafes of aneurifm which 
may be cured by preffure, and thofe in which a 
ligature is neceflary j i<^ A defcription of the 
Hydnora Africana, accompanied with an engrav* 
ing of the fruit, by Dr. Thnnberg ; ii. Re¬ 
marks on the draining of marfhes, by Mr. Gadd j 
12. A defcription of the Gentiana Saxofa , by 
Geo. Forlter. 13. Remarks on the management 
of bees, by Mr. Ahlgren ; 14 on the culture of 
potatoes, by J. Alftroemer ; 15. An account of 
an African animal of the fox kind, by Mr. Skol- 
debrand •, 16. Obfervations on the declination 
of the needle in leveral places within the polar 
circle, by Mr. Hellant; 17. A defcription and 
engraving of the Pin us Viminalis , ramulis elon- 
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gatis, dependent ibus, flexuofis, laxis , a new fpecies 
of pine that grows in Upland and Siidermam- 
land, by Baron Clas Alftrdmer, and Dr. Sparr- 
irtann, i 8. Obfervations on the Lapis hydropha- 
ms , or oculus mundi , in feveral papers, by Meflrs 
Potzfch, Qwift, Velthejm, A. Murray, and 
Briimich, 


III. H. A. Wrifberg, M. D. Anatomes Pro - 
/efforts, Biffertatio de Preternaturali et raro In- 
teftini Relii cum Vefica Urinaria coalitu ct hide 
pendente Ani defeliu , Ob/ervationibus Anatomicis 
Juper/trufta. Cum figuris.\\.o. Gottingas- 1779. 

* . » ' , U ' ■ • • «* 

T HIS difiertation, which has been announ¬ 
ced in a former number of our Journal, 
fecms to be entitled to a more particular notice, 
as containing a very accurate account of a cu¬ 
rious anatomical fad, which is briefly as follows. 
On the 17th of December, 1777, Mr. Kauf- 
mann, furgeon at Gottingen, was defired to vifit 
a child two days old, who was faid to have no 
anus, but in other refpcds was apparently heal, 
thy and well formed. Mr. Kaufmann found this 
infant voiding at the mouth a frothy, bilious 

mucus, 

Av 
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mucus, mixed with milk. He immediately rc- 
quefted the afliftance of our author, who advifed 
the making an artificial anus. An incifion was 
accordingly made in the centre of the fpace be¬ 
tween the co ccfx and fcrotum. The knife was 
carried flowly and cautioufiy through a confider- 
able portion of fat, into the pelvis, box without 
fuccefs. 

As itfeemed impofiible to difcover thecourfe 
of the inteftine, and there was danger of 
wounding the bladder, they agreed not to at¬ 
tempt any farther operation, but to leave the 
affair to nature. Soon after this, at the fecond 
vifit, they found the child’s linen ftained with 
the meconium, a fmall quantity of which had 
been difcharged from the urethra. This circum¬ 
stance led our author to imagine that the re&um 
communicated with the bladder. 

The artificial anus being of no ufe, the lips of 
the wound were brought together by future. 
In order to promote the difcharge of the meco¬ 
nium, warm milk was inje&ed into the urethra, 
but without the defired effect. The child Ian- 
guifhed till the 23d of December, when it died. 

Upon diffe&ion it was difcovered, that about 
the fecond vertebra of the facrum, the reftum 
* •' had 
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had deviated from its ordinary courfe, and pak 
fing tranfvcrfely towards the bladder, fuddenly 
leflfened into a cone, which terminated at the 
pollerior part of the bladder, with which it com T 
municated by a fmall orifice that would with 
difficulty admit a pin’s head. 

Dr. Wri{berg o obferves, that this reftum, if it 
may be fo called, feemed to be only a continua¬ 
tion of the colon or iliac plexus, and that the 
true re&um appeared to be altogether deficient : 
for the longitudinal bands, ufual in the colon, 

< , 4 ? 

were diftrn&ly continued in this new inteftine, 
even to its extremity j whereas iti other fubjefts 
they change into a broad thick mufcular coat, 
which belongs tb the true redtum, and of which 
there was hardly any veftige in the one here 
fpoken of. 

This fingular termination of the redtum in the 

bladder was not the only extraordinary circum- 

• v * . 

fiance obferved in this fubjedt. Two mufcles, 

* • f 

viz. the fphlnfter and levator ani were entirely 
wanting •, and a third, the accelerator urina , or 
th z bulbo-cavetnoJitS) as our author calls it in imi¬ 
tation of Window, was very different from what 
it ufually is. 

iy. a : 
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tv. A General View of the Writings of Linn jus. 
By Richard Pulteney, M. D. and F.R.S. 8vo, 
Payne, London. 1781. 425 pages. 6s. boards. 

W E have here a concife and judicious view 
of the writings of a Profeffor, whofe ta- 

» 

lents enabled him to reform the whole fcience 
of natuial hiftory. 

The work begins with fome biographical 
anecdotes, which, as the author modeftly informs 
us, have been almbft wholly collected from Lin¬ 
naeus’s own writings, and other printed works* 
and are introduced principally to relieve the te- 
dioufnefs of a bare account of books, and to 
connect in a better manner the feries and occa- 
fions of his publications, all of which are noti¬ 
ced in this performance ; but as molt of them 
were fubfervient to his great object th tSyftem of 
Nature ,the outlines of that work bear a principal 
part in the volume before us^ 

Charles von Linne, we are told, was the fon 
of a Swedilh divine, and born May 24, 1707, 

at Roefhult in the province of Smaland, in 

/ 

Sweden. His father was foon after preferred to 
the living of Stenbrihuet, in the fame province, 

where 
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Where dying in 1748, at the age of 70* he w& 
fucceeded by another fort. The family took 
their name from a large lime or linden tree, yet 
Handing on the farm where Linnaeus was born. 

From the ftraightnefs of his father’s income* 
our young naturalift was on the point of being 
deftined to a mechanical employment; but for¬ 
tunately this defign was over-ruled.* In June* 
1717, he was fent to fchool at Wexfio, from 
Whence he was removed to Lund, and from this 
laft place in 1728 to Upfal, where he foon con- 
traded a clofe friendlhip with Artedi* one of his 
fellow-ftudents, whofe name is fo famous irt 
Ichthyology. 

Olaus Celfius, who was the reftorer of natural 
hiftory in Sweden, being (truck with the dili¬ 
gence of Linnaeus, admitted him to his houfe, 
his table* and his library. In 1708 he was de¬ 
puted by the Academy of Sciences at Upfal to 
make the tour of Lapland. This tour had 
been made for the firft time by the elder Rud- 
beck in 1695, but unfortunately the whole fruit 
of that expedition, except two or three copies of 
the Camp Elyfii * perilhed in the dreadful fire of 
Upfal, iii 1702. In this journey* the greateft 

part of which was performed on foot, Linnaeus 

though. 
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though young and robuft, was frequently quite 
exhaufted. He was wont to deep under the 
boat with which he and his companions (two 
Laplanders, one his interpreter, the other his 
guide,) forded the rivers. In defending one 
of thefe rivers, he narrowly efcaped perilhing 
by the overfetting of the boat, and loft many of 
the natural productions which he had collected. 

After his retturn to Upfal, he prelented a 
florula Lapponica to the Academy, in which he 
arranged the plants according to the fexual fyf- 
tem. In 1733 he vifited the feveral mines in 
Sweden, and the year following was employed 
|o inveftigate the natural productions of Dale* 
karlia, where he taught mineralogy and praCtifed 
phyfic. Here he contracted an acquaintance 
with the daughter of a Dr. More, phyfician of 
the place, whom he afterwards married. 

In 1735 Linn^us travelled over many other 
parts of Sweden, fome parts of Denmark and 
Germany, and fixed in Holland, where* he took 
his doctor’s degree in phyfic in the month of 
June of that year. His thefis on that occafion 
was entitled Hypothecs nova de febrium inter- 

mit tent iur* 

* Ac Harderwyck. 
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nhittentium. can/a . In this year alfo he publiflicd 
his firfi (ketch of the Syftema Nature, in ii 
pages in folio. The year following he came to 
England, where he was well received by Dille- 
nius, Dr. Martynj Mr. Rand, Mr. Millar, Mr. 
Collinfoni and particularly by Dr. Ifaac Lawfon. 
Boerhaave’s letter to Sir Hans Sloane on this 
occafion is preferved in the Britifh Mufeum; 
and runs thus : “ LinnaUs qui has tibi dabit ii- 
“ ter as, eft unice dignns te rider e, unice dignus a 
4 ‘ te videri •, qui vos videbit fimul , videbit horriU 
“ num par; ctit fitnile vix dabit nobis” The 
coolnefs with which he was received by Sir 
Hans, was probably (as our author fufpefts) 
owing to the attachment of the latter to Ray’s 
method. Linnaeus fpeaking afterwards of Lon¬ 
don, in a letter to a friend, called it, “ PunbJufn 
/aliens in vitello orbis.” 

To perfdns who with great meric poflefs but 
little advantages of fortune, it may not be urt- 
pleafant of unprofitable, to obferve the (lender 
beginning from which Linnaeus rofe to eafe and 
affluence in life. u Exivi patiria triginti fex 
nummis aureis dives” are his own words: 
Boerhaave; who knew how to appreciate his ta¬ 
lents* recommended him to the patronage of 

Mr, 
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Mr. Clifford, with whom he redded for a con- 
fiderable time near Harlem. The fame cele¬ 
brated Profeffor afterwards recommended him 
to be phyfician at Surinam, but Linnseus de¬ 
clined accepting the offer, on account of his 
having been educated in fo oppofite a climate. 
At his requeft, however, the appointment was 
given to a young German phyfician of great 
merit, who had the misfortune to fall a facrifice 
partly to the climate, and partly perhaps to ill 
ufage from the governor, in half a year after his 
arrival: a circumftance which Linnaeus has very' 
pathetically lamented in the Flora Suecica, when 
treating of a plant to which he has given this 
gentleman’s name. 

Early in 1738 he vifited Paris, but previous 
to this journey he had publilhed not only his 
Syftema Nature, but likewife 1. his Fundamenta 
Botanica , in which the fcience of Botany is re¬ 
duced to 365 aphorifms. It paffed through fe- 
veral editions, and was publilhed with a com¬ 
ment on each aphorifm in 1751, under the title 
of Philojopbia Botanica. 2. Bibliotheca Botanica , 
in which botanic writers are diftribured into 
fixteen claffes. 3. Genera Plantarum , which our 
author confiders as one of the moll capital of 
Vol.III. N?.I. D Lin- 
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Linnseus’s works. We are told that before the 
publication of the firft edition he had examined 
the chara&ers of 8000 flowers. “ Thofe alone, 
obferves Dr. Pultney, who have been accuf- 
tomed to examine plants with a fcientific view, 
can judge how arduous this undertaking mud 
have been.” The firft edition of this book con¬ 
tained 935 genera ; the fixth and laft in 1764, 
1249 » an ^ the Mantiflas have fince extended 
the number to 1336. The flowering of the 
Plantain or Banana, in Mr. Clifford’s garden, in¬ 
duced him to give a complete defcription of 
that plant, which is a model for monographers 
in this way. The fame year likewife (1737) 
produced the Corollarium Generum cut accedit 
Methodus Sexualis —the Flora Lapponica —and 
the Critica Botanica. Ludwig, when fpeaking 
of the latter of thefe fays “ rigorofus quidem, fed 
“ f<£pi][ime felix botanicorum cenfor ejl .” 

In 1737 alfo he publifhed, at the expence of 
his patron, the Hortus Cliffortianus , the mod 
fplendid of all his writings. The drawings for 
it were made by Ehret. Of this work Dr. Pult¬ 
ney obferves, that from the copious number of 
fynonyms, it is almoft a pinax of every plant 
therein contained. 


The 
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The laft performance of his own which Lin¬ 
naeus publilhed in Holland, was his Clajfes Plan- 
tarum , which is a very large illuftration of the 
fecond part of his Fundament a , and contains a 
compendious view of all the fyftems of botany. 

Linnaeus, whilft in Holland, loft his friend 
Artedi, whofe papers he with fome difficulty 
procured and publilhed in 1738, in 8vo.- Ar- 
tedi was unfortunately drowned in one of the 
canals of Amfterdam on his return from Eng¬ 
land, where he had been to perfedt his fyftem. 

Toward the latter end of 1738, Linnaeus re- 

% 

turned to Sweden, and fettled as a phyfician at 
Stockholm, where he met with confiderable op- 
pofition, and was opprefied with many difficul¬ 
ties, all of which at length he overcame, and got 
into extenfive pradtice. He was appointed phy¬ 
fician to the Admiralty, and had a ftipend from 
the citizens for giving ledlures in botany. The 
Royal Academy of Sciences inftituted in 1739, 
chofe him their firft prefident, and in 1741, 
upon the refignation of Roberg, he was appoint- ' 
ed joint profefior of phyfic and phyfician to the 
King with Rofen, who had been nominated the 
preceding year on the death of Rudbeck. Ro¬ 
fen undertook to teach anatomy, phyfiology, pa- 

P 2 thology. 
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thology, and therapeutics j Linnaeus, natural 
hiftory, botany, materia medica, the dietetic 

parr, and the diagnoftics. 

During the interval of his removal from 
Stockholm tq Upfal, he was deputed by the 
ftates of the kingdom to make a tour to the 
ifiands of Oeland and Gothland, in order to 
make fuch inquiries as might tend to improve 
agriculture and the arts. On his return, he en-r 
tered upon his profeflorfhip, and on this occafion 
pronounced his oration ‘ de Peregrinationum in - 

tra patriam neceffitatemj Oft. 17, I 74 1 * 

1 745, his Iter Oelandicum et Gotblandium was 
printed at Stockholm, as was alfo his Iter Scant - 
cum. As a proof of the little attention that had 
been paid to natural hiftory in Sweden, it is obfer- 
ved that in the former of thefe journies he difco, 
vered above 100 plants, which before were not 
known to be indigenous; many of them fuch as 
are ufed in phyfic and in dyeing. In the Iter 
Oe.andicum there occurs a curious remark on ve¬ 
getation, confirming the annual increafe of wood 
in an oak tree, in which were perfeftly diftin- 
guifhed the hard winters of 1568, 1787, and 
1709, by the narrow circles in thofe years. 

. Soon 
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Soon after his eftablifhment at Upfal he la¬ 
boured to get the botanic garden put on a better 
footing.- At that time it did not contain above 
fifty exotics* but his correfpondence with the 
firft botanifts in Europe foon fupplied him with 
great variety. He received Indian plants from 
Jufiieu and Van Royen ; European plants fr£m 
Haller and Ludwig; American ones from 
Collinfon and Catefby : and a variety of annuals 
from Dillenius, fo that from his Hortus U-pJa- 
lienfis publifhed in 1748, it appeared that he had 
introduced 1100 fpecies, exclufive of Swedifh 
plants and varieties. 

In 174$ appeared his Flora Suecica , and in 
1746 his Fauna Suecica. About this period he 
received an Herbarium collected by the famous 
Dr. Paul Herman. This collection had been 
loft for upwards of fifty years, until chance threw 
it into the hands of Mr. Gunther, apothecary to 
the King of Denmark, who fent it to Linnreus, 
with a requeft that he would examine it, which 
he did, and was thereby enabled to form many 
hew genera, and to fettl many doubtful fpecies. 
He publifhed the refult of his laborious re- 
fearches under the title of Flora Zeylanica , il- 
luftrated with figures of upwards of 2co of thefe 

D 3 plants. 
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plants. Linnaeus authenticates this herbarium 
to have been Herman’s, by (hewing that the 
numbers and the plants anfwer to his MuJ<eum 
Zeylanicum , publifhed in 1717. 

In 1749 Linnaeus publifhed his Materia Me - 
dica for the ufe of his ftudents. The fame year 
too appeared the firft volume of Thefes in 8vo. 
under the title of Amcenitates Academica, of 
which fix other volumes have fince been pub- 
lilhed. As thefe academical diflertations were 
fuftained by Linnaeus in his profefforial charac¬ 
ter, and were fele&ed by himfelf, they have been 
regarded as of equal authority with his own 
writings. 

In 1751 while Linnaeus was meditating one 
of his principal works, he had a long and pain¬ 
ful fit of the gout. Upon the recovery of his 
health, he publifhed his Philofophia Botanic a, 

, which may be confidered as the inftitutions of 
the Linntean fyftem of botany. In this work, 
fays Dr. Pulteney, it is difficult to determine 
whether we ought mod to admire the genius of 
the author in his inventive power, or that exqui- 
fite arrangement which he has given to the whole. 

In 1753 appeared the Species Plant arum, 

which Dr. Pulteney calls • opus maximum et <eter - 

* num\ 
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4 HumS To give this work its utmoft perfection 
had been the author’s objeCt for many years, and 
to this all his other productions are in fome mea- 
fure only preparatory. As this work contains 
all the plants of the known world which had 
come to Linnaeus’s knowledge, or rather inspec¬ 
tion (as he feldom admits any on the authority of 
others) and which at the publication of thefe vo¬ 
lumes appear to have amounted to 7,300 Species, 
all varieties excluded, Dr. Pulteney regrets that 
it could not have been extended by the author 
himfelf to a complete pinax and hiftory of every 
plant therein deScribed* 

In this year alfo Linnaeus publifhed his Mu- 
fcum Tejfmianum , or a defcription of the cabinet 
of his firft patron and great friend Count Tefiin. 
In 1754 he did the fame office for the Royal 
Mufeum. 

We now begin to fee him in a more elevated 
Situation in life. His reputation had already 
procured him honours from almoft all the Royal 
Societies in Europe, and his own Sovereign had 
created him a Knight of the Polar Star. It was 
now no longer laudatur et alget. His practice 
in his profeffion became lucrative, and we find 
him Soon after pofTefied of his country houfc and 
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gardens at Hammarby, five miles from Upfal. : 
He had moreover received a flattering teftimony 
of the extent of his fame. This was an invita¬ 
tion to Madrid from the King of Spain, there to 

% 

prefide as a naturalift, with the offer of an an¬ 
nual penfion for life of 2000 piftoles, letters of 
nobility, and the free exercife of his own religion. 
To this Angular honour, after the moft perfedfc 
acknowledgements, he returned for anfwer, 
“ that if he had any merits, they were due to 
his own country.” 

f 

In 1755 the Royal Academy at Stockholm 
honoured him with one of their firfi: premiums. 
In 1759 he alfo obtained the prize of 100 du¬ 
cats from the Academy at St. Peterlburgh, for 
the belt paper written to eftablilh or difprove, 
by new arguments, the dodtrine of the fexes of 
plants. This was the more honourable to him, 
as a Profeffor of that Academy had a few years 
before endeavoured to overturn the Linnaean 
fyftem. 

The great charadter of Linnaeus and his col¬ 
leagues, particularly of Rofen, raifed the credit 
of the univerfity of Upfal fo much, that the 
number of ftudents was nearly double what it is 

laid to have been thirty or forty years before._ 

The 
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The travels of many of his pupils afforded him 
great fources of information, and enabled him to 
enlarge and improve his SyItem of Nature, which 
in the 12th and laft edition is enlarged from 226 
to 1327 pages. 

After giving a very full account of this pub¬ 
lication, Dr. Pulteney proceeds to confider his 
Genera Morborum . This clafiification of difeafes 
conftitutes but a fmall part of his works, yet as 
Linnaeus was an early writer on this fubject, 
which has fince excited the attention of many 
phyficians, and is at this day not fufficiently dif- 
cuffed, Dr. Pulteney has thought proper to ex¬ 
hibit it more largely than many of his other 
writings. In this performance Linnaeus ha9 
nearly retained the arrangement of Sauvages, 
although he has altered his terms and conftitu- 
tuted one more clafs, the exanthematic or erup¬ 
tive fever, which in the fyftems of Sauvages and 
Cullen, form an order or fubdivifion of a clafs. 

In 1776 he publilhed a fmall piece entitled 
Clavis Medicine duplex , exterior et interior , 
which may be confidered as a fyllabus of his 
lectures. In 1771 appeared his laft work under 
the title of MantiJJa altera. 


In 
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In the preface to his Flora Lapponica he had 
given hopes of a compleat natural hiftory of that 
country, under the title of Lachefis Lapponica. 
Mr. Pennant once reminded him of it, and re- 

i 

ceived for anfwer: 

Nunc nimis fero inciperem: 

Me quoque debilitat feries immenfa laborum. 

Ante meum tempus cogor et efTe fenex 

Firma fit ilia licet; folvetur in aequore navis. 

Quae nunquam liquidis ficca carebit aquis. 

It appears that Linnaeus enjoyed upon the 
whole a good conftitution. At times, however^ 
he was fubjeft to hemicrania and gout. In 1776, 
his infirmities increafed apace. At the latter 
end of that year he was feized with an apoplexy, 
which left him paralytic *, arid at the beginning 
of 1777 he fuffered another ftroke, which very 
much impaired his mental powers. But the dif- 
eafe, which Was the more immediate caufe of his 
death, was an ulceration in his urinary bladder. 
He died January ii, 1778, aged 70 years and 
8 months, leaving a widow, a fon, and five 
daughters. 

Elizabeth Chriftina, one of his daughters, 
made herfelf known to the learned world in 1762, 
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by a difcovery which was publifhed in the Swe- 
dilh A£ls of the fame year. It related to a cu¬ 
rious, and before quite unobferved appearance 
in the flowers of the Indian crefies, which flie 
had perceived to emit fpontaneoufly, at certain 
intervals, fparks like thofe of ele&ricity. This 
was only viflble in the dufk of the evening, 
and ceafed when total darknefs came on. Mr. 
Wilcke confidered it as an ele&rical pheno¬ 
menon. 

The memoirs of Linnaeus and his writings are 
followed by a brief account of the contents of 
the Amanitates Academic*, and a tranflation of 
the Pan Suecus . This laft was prefented to the 
Englilh reader by our author feveral years ago in 
the Gentleman’s Magazine, but is here reprinted 
with additional obfervations, and fome improve¬ 
ments in the general arrangement of the tables. 

The work clofes with a catalogue of the 
writings of Linnaeus. 


Y. Atti dell ’ Academia delle Scienze di Siena. 
i. e 'Tranfaftions of the Academy of Sciences at 
Sienna. Yol. v. 410. Sienna, 4C0 pages, 
with four copper plates. 

O F 



t 44 ] 

> 

O F the papers contained in this volume,only 
the two following come within the plan 
of our journal: 

i. An account of a pure , native , concrete vitri¬ 
olic acid. By Jofeph Baldaffari. The fubftance 
here defcribed was found by bur author in a 
cave near the hot baths of St. Philip, in the 
neighbourhood of Sienna. The fprings that 
fupply thefe baths iffue from a mountain, which 
from its abounding with lava and other volcanic 
produ&ions, is with good reafon fuppoled to 
have been formerly a volcano. The bottom of 
the cave is covered with a native chryftallized 
fulphur, and the fides and top of the cave, 
afford minute, white chryftals which tafte like 
fpirit of vitriol, and prove to be a pure vitriolic 
acid. 

a. An account of a reputed hermaphrodite. By 
Francis Caluri.—AuguftusBroli, the perfon who 
'is the fubjeft of this paper, and who was faid to be 
an hermaphrodite, having been examined by our 
author, was found to have a fmall penis with an 
imperforated prepuce. There was no appearance 
of tefticles externally, and inftead of a fcrotum, 
the cutis formed a ridge furnifhed with a foramen 

through which urineand,occafionally, femen were 

dif- 
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difcharged. In other refpe&s he had all the ap¬ 
pearance of a male, except that inftead of a 
beard he had only a foft down. From the 
author’s account it feems clearly to appear that 
this perfon, like all thofe who hav? hitherto 
been defcribed as hermaphrodites, is in reality 
a male with fome malconformation of the 
organs of generation. 

VI. An Enquiry into the Source from whence the 
Symptoms of the Scurvy , and of putrid Fevers 
arije \ and into the Seat which thofe Affections 
occupy in the Animal (Economy \ with a View of 
aftertaining a more juft Idea of putrid Difeafes 
than has generally been formed of them. By 
Francis Milman, M. D. F. R. S. Fellow of 
the Royal College of Phyftcians, and lately one 
of Dr, Radcliffe’s travelling Phyftcians. 8vo. 
Dodfley, London , 1782. 231 pages, 3s. 

I T has been very properly obferved by a 
learned and refpedtable modern writer, that 
the more we know of the human body, 
“ the more reafon we find to believe that the 
feat of difeafes is not to be fought for 
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“ in the blood, to the fenfible qualities of 

“ which they feem to have very little relation 
The volume before us is founded on this idea, 
which the author has purfued with confiderable 
ingenuity, and illuftrated by a variety of in- 
terefting obfervations colleded from different 
writers. 

In his preface to the work Dr. Milman 

remarks, that fome authors have attempted to 
' point out the fuppofed nature of the vitiated 
ilate of the blood, which has been laid to be 
putrid in one difeafe, and acrimonious in ano¬ 
ther. The term putrid when applied to the 
difeafes of the animal ceconomy, he confiders 
as extremely vague and equivocal in its fignifi- 
cation. Where—he afks—are the inftances re¬ 
corded of putrid blood drawn from the living 
body ? or where is the phyfician who would 
affert, that a putridity of the vital circulating 
fluid would be for a moment compatible with 
animal life ? He is of opinion then that putrid 
difeafes have been faid to be conftituted by a 
caufe which cannot e^ift, and he undertakes to 
prove that the do&rines which have been 

* See Medical Tranfaft. vol. II. page 505. 

founded 
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founded upon this idea, have been no lefs per¬ 
nicious in their tendency, than groundlefs in 
their principle; and have biafled improperly 
both our attempts to prevent, and our endea¬ 
vours to cure thofe complaints. 

As fhe hiftories of the fcurvy and of putrid 
fevers furnifh particular and ftriking proofs of 
thefe general afiertions, he confines his inquiries 
chiefly to thofe two fubjedts. The parts of the 
work which relate to the fcurvy were read in 
July 1780, as the Gulfton lefrure at the col¬ 
lege of Phyficians. His firft view was merely 
to difcover the caufes of Captain Cooke’s fuc- 
cefs in preferving his men from the fcurvy, and 
to account for the fymptoms of that difeafe : 
but in extending his inquiry, experiments on 
the adtual ftate of the blood, both in the fcurvy 
and in putrid fevers, made by the molt able and 
unprejudiced phyficians, are adduced to fhew 
fiovy extremely miftaken thofe perfons have been, 
who have referred the proximate caufe of the 
former to a putrefa&ion of the blood, gradually 
accumulated ; and of the latter, to a fudden 
corruption of it. 

In the introdu&ion to the work Dr. Milman, 

as a proof of the great fatality of the fcurvy, 

remarks 
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remarks that in the war before the laft, more 
perfons were faid to have been deftroyed by this 
difeafe alone, than to have perilhed by the wreck 
of (forms, and the united efforts of our com¬ 
bined enemies. Great however—fays he,—as 
is the number of feamen which have been car¬ 
ried off by this difeafe in a fhort channel cruize, 
amounting frequently in an inconfiderable fleet 
to many hnndreds, a late celebrated navigator, 
with a company of one hundred and'eighteen 
men, a<?tually performed a voyage of three years 
and eighteen days, through all the various cli¬ 
mates from 50°. north to 71 0 . fouth lat. with 
the lofs only of one man. He propofes, there¬ 
fore, however humiliating it may be to the 
medical profefiion, to corrett the errors of our 
fyftems, by the experience and wifdom of 
Captain Cooke.—The introdu&ion concludes 
* with a (hort account of fome of the mod (hik¬ 
ing features of the fcurvy. 

The work itfelf is divided into twelve chap¬ 
ters. In the firft chapter. Dr. Milman treats 
o.f the predifpofing caufes of fcurvy, which he 
refers to a (fate of body impaired by pre¬ 
ceding illnefs -, to the want or excels of exer- 

cife i 
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cife; to cold and moifture, or to a gloomy, 
forrowful date of mind. 

The occafional or exciting caufes are the fub- 
jeft of the fucceeding chapter. Thefe exciting 
caufes, we are told, are principally three, viz. 
a diet of difficult digeftion *, food containing 
but little nouriffiment, or, certain paffions of 
mind. Each of thefe caufes as well as thofe 
fpoken of in the preceding chapter are treated 
at fome length, and illuftrated by remarks from 
Lind, Rouppe, Kramer and other practical 
writers. 

Dr. Milman next treats of the means of 
preventing the fcurvy. Thefe he obferves 
muft be as various as the circumftances which 
predifpofe to it, or the caules which excite it. 
To aim at any univerfal rule of oppofing its 
invalion, he thinks, would be equally abfurd and 
empirical. The bark, chalybeates, &c. he ob¬ 
ferves, are well calculated to guard the conva- 
lefcent or to fecure a relaxed conftitution ; but 
in the cold regions of Ruffia, fuch medicines 
would be poor fubftitutes for warm baths and 
flannel cloathing, and on the other hand, thefe, 
which are of fo much benefit to the Ruffians, 
would ferve only to in.creafe the weaknefs, and 

Vol. III. Num. I. E to 
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to haften the approach of the diforder to the 
infirm valetudinarian. By an attention to 
clean)inefs, by guarding againft fatigue, and 
by providing at all times a plenty of frelh 
water. Captain Cooke*s feamen lived with impu¬ 
nity on their fait provifions. And imthe very 
northern regions, in Greenland and in Lapland, 
continues our author, notwithflanding the pre- 
difpofing cold of thofe climates, a diet of eafy 
digeftion, without the aid of any vegetable 
fubftance whatever, has afforded equal fafety. 

Dr. Milman thinks it has arifen entirely from 
a negle< 5 t of thefe diftin&ions, that our endea¬ 
vours to prevent the fcurvy have generally been 
fruftrated. Inftead of attending to the means of 
guarding againft indolence, fatigue, cold, &c. 
we have been led by delufive theories to repre- 
fent other things of lefs moment as matters of 
much greater confequence ; and a greater ftrefs 
has been laid on the ufe of the robs of lemons, 

4 

&c. than on the meafures which have been 
mentioned. Sailors, he obferves, feem to have 
been taught to rely too much upon us, and too 
little upon themfelves, and to expe< 5 t that fe- 
curity from medicines, which is only to be 

derived 
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derived from their own condud and good 
management. 

In the fourth chapter our author treats of the 
proximate caufe of feurvy, and after quoting 
the obfervations of Monchy, Lind, Rouppe 
and others, he concludes that it does not confift 
in a putridity of the blood, as Sir John Pringle 
was led by his experiments to fuppofe. 

Dr. Milman next takes occafion to fpeak of 
the irritability of the mufcular fibres, and of the 
caufes which leflen this power. He then pro¬ 
ceeds to confider the fymptoms of the feurvy as 
deferibed by Boerhaave and Van Swieten, all 
of which he contends fufficiently prove that the 
feurvy is not a difeafe of the fluids; that its 
feat is in the mufcular fibres; that its proximate 
caufe conflfts in a gradual diminution of the 
vital power by the remote caufes of this difeafe • 
that the torpor, weaknefs, &c. obferved in all 
the functions are the firft effeds of the proxi- 
, mate caufe, the diminution of the vital power j 
and that the fubfequent diminilhed cohefion 
between the particles of the mufcular fibres, 
and the tendency of thefe to putrefadion, are 
links of the chain, and are ultimately derived 
from the fame fource. 

E 2 Xhefc 
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Thefe obfervations on the fcurvy are followed 
by inquiries into the hiftory of putrid difeafes, 
which the author thinks will add confirmation 
to the doCtrine jutt now advanced. 

The feventh chapter contains a concife cha¬ 
racter of Typhus from Dr. Cullen. In the fuc- 
ceeding chapter, Dr. Milman enumerates the 
predifpofing caufes of putrid fevers, after which 
he proceeds to treat of theit occafional caufes, 
and of the means of defeating their operation. 

The chief exciting caufe, he fuppofes to be 
contagion; under which term he includes all 
forts of matter occafioning putrid fevers, as 
well that aCtive poifon, which is generated by 
unclean perfons in confined places, as thofe 
noxious effluvia which arife from low, marfhy 
grounds. As the fpecific nature of allfuch mat¬ 
ters is entirely unknown to us, and as experi¬ 
ence has not yet taught us any antidote by 
which we can difarm them of their virulence, 
the prevention of the difeafes, which they are 
apt to occafion, muft depend principally upon 
our correction of that date of our body by 
which we are predifpofed to them, and upon 
our avoiding, as much as poflible, the exciting 

caufes, at that time efpecially when we feel 

ourielves 
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ourfelves under the influence of any of the pre- 
difpofing ones. In the opinion of Dr. Milman, 
the following advice of Celfus, contains nearly 
every thing which can be faid upon this fubjett. 
“ Vitare oportet—fay he—fatigationem, crudi- 
“ tatem, frigus, calorem, libidinem : tam ne- 
“ que mane furgendum, neque pedibus nudis 
ambulandum, minimeque pod cibum. Cum 
tc vero hasc in omni peftilentia facienda fint, 
“ turn in ea maxime quam auftri excitarint.” 

Some of the more modern phyficians, how¬ 
ever, remarks our author, not content with 
inculcating the obfervance of thefe rules, flat¬ 
ter themfelves with the idea of pofiefiing re¬ 
medies againft the exciting caufes of putrid 
fevers. Sylvius pretended to have difcovered 
fuch a prophyla&ic in the vegetableacids. Die- 
merbroeck thought the fmoaking tobaccoequally 
efficacious •, and the late Sir I. Pringle was of 
opinion that the circumftance of the plague, 
pestilential fevers, &c. having abated in. Eu¬ 
rope during this laft century, ought to be 
afcribed principally to the general ufe of anti- 
feptics. Bur that either of thefe means have a 
power by any antifeptic or other effedt, of dif¬ 
arming the occafional caufe of fuch complaints, 

E 3 or 
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or of defending our bodies againft their impref- 
fions, Dr. Milman contends is contradicted by 
the experience of every country. The Turks, 
he obferves, fuffer exceedingly from the plague, 
though they are in the conftant ufe of the ve¬ 
getable acids, and fmoke more tobacco than 
other people, and again at Marfeilles, they who 
purified every thing that was brought to them 
with vinegar, did not efcape the plague more than 
their neighbours who adopted no fuch precau¬ 
tion. 

In treating of the different opinions which 
have been maintained with refpeCt to the nature 
of the proximate caufe of fever, which is the 
fubjeCt of the tenth chapter, our author quotes 
the writings of Sydenham, Chenot and others 
to prove that in the plague and putrid fevers 
the blood is not in a difiolved ftate, and that 
it is the irritable principle of the body which 
is chiefly affe&ed by it, whence he concludes that 
the mufcular fibres are the feat of putrid dif- 

4 

eafes. 

In the eleventh chapter our author returns to 
the fubjeCt of feurvy. It has been matter of 
much controverfy, whether the feurvy be a 
difeafe with which the ancient phyficians were 

acquainted, 
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feeming to afford a prefumption that the difeafe 
defcribed under that name was no other than 
the fcurvy. To this he adds a defcription of 
the Ehie? of Hippocrates which he thinks 

is ft ill more agreeable to that of the fcurvy than 
that even of the nt-w /**y<*r. TheS/omacace and the 
Sceletyrbe, difeafes mentioned by Strabo (lib. 16, 
p. 1127) as having affedted the Roman army in 
an expedition into Arabia under Ailius Gallus, 
do likewife, in the opinion of our author, corre- 
fpond with the known charadter of the fcurvy, 
and with the fources from which it is now ob- 
ferved to arife. The laft quotation he prefents 
us with on this fubjedt is from Joinville, an old 
French writer, who, in his hiftory of St. Louis, 
is unanimoufly admitted by every one to have 
given a perfedt defcription of the fcurvy which 
afflidted the Chriflian army in iEgypt in 1260. 

In the twelfth and laft chapter. Dr. Milman 
treats of the cure of the fcurvy and putrid fever. 
With regard to the fcurvy, the author contents 
himfelf with enumerating the remedies which 
have been the moft fuccefsfully employed in this 
difeafe, by Lind, Kramer, and others. They con- 
fift, we are told in fuch things as adb upon the 

fimple folid as nourifliment: and in fuch medi¬ 
cines 
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cines as operate upon the moving fibres, as fudo- 
rific, diuretic, ftimulant, or tonic remedies. 
Thefe enquiries naturally lead him to examine 
Sir John Pringle’s theory of antifeptics. The 
accuracy of the experiments on which that theory 
was founded, our author does not mean to im¬ 
peach. It is their application, and the conclu- 
lions from them, which he ventures to queftion. 
He cannot bring himfelf to think, that the fur¬ 
nace or the crucible of a chymift affords a fair 
criterion by which we are to judge of the nature 
of a medicine *, or that the change which it pro¬ 
duces on the dead fibres, is to be a rule by which 
we are to eftimate the probable effects of it on 
the animal machine. 

The fame principles are applied by our author 
to the cure of putrid fevers. He obferves that 
fubftances which have an antifeptic effeft on the 
dead fibres ©f animals, often produce putrid 
fymptoms in the living body. He fets the ex¬ 
perience of Sir John Pringle againft his expe¬ 
riments, and appealing to the pra&ice of that 
learned and candid phyfician in the jail fever, 
makes it appear that while his chief views were 
direfted to the fuppofed putridity of the fluids, 
hispra&ice wasunfuccefsfulj that when petechias 

ap- 
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appeared, and the pulfe began to fink. Sir John 
found it neceflary to vary his method, and to 
have for his principal intention the fupport of 
the vis vitas j that an accident of a mortification 
of the back of a man, to whom he had applied 
a blitter, having induced him to give the bark 
at this period, he was led from the advantage de¬ 
rived from it, to give it at the fame period in 
other cafes j and that he did this with fuch afto- 
nilhing fuccefs, that though he was very unfor¬ 
tunate in the event of his former plan of practice, 
yet that out of thirty-nine cafes he treated in 
this lad method, he loft but four. Reafoning 
on thefe fads, our author is led to remark that 
in cafes of this fort, the combined powers of 
camphire, ferpentaria and contrayerva, though 
they ftand foremoft in the.UCfc of antifeptics, are 
inefficacious ; bark, which is inferior to them in 

i 

antifeptic virtue, exceeds them in its effed as a 
remedy. This he accounts for by referring its 

effed to its adion as a tonic on the nervous 

*• * 

fibre, while it is yet in the ftomach, before it can 
exert any prefervative virtues; on their mixture. 
So quick, he adds, is its operation in fevers, that 
Sir John Pringle himfelf confefifes for that reafon, 

that 



[ 59 ] 

that its febrifuge qualities muft be very diffe¬ 
rent from its antifeptic ones. 

Dr. Milman thinks he may be juftified in 
concluding, that the habitual and daily ufe of 
antifeptics does not prevent putrid difeafes; and 

i 

that the application of the molt efficacious ones 
does not cure them: that the vegetable acids 
are ferviceable by gently promoting the proper 
excretions by the fkin and by the kidneys ; and 
that the bark operates by its tonic ftrengthening 
powers. 


VII. Elements of the Branches of Natural Phi - 
lofophy connected with Medicine ; viz.ChemiJlry , 
Optics , Acoudics, Hydroftatics , Eleftriciiy , and 
Phyfiology\ including the Dodrine of the Atmo- 
fphere, Fire , Phlogijlon , Water , &c. Together 
with Bergman's Tables of EleClrive Attractions, 
with Explanations and Improvements. By J. 
Elliott, M. D. 8vo. Johnfon. London. 1782. 
302 pages with 4 copper-plates. 


'T H E utility of natural philofophy to the 
medical pra&itioner, muft be fufficiently 
obvious, when it is confidered that the faculties 


of 
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of the human body are intimately conneded with 
thofe powers of nature which are in a more 
efpecial manner the object of that fcience. But 
for want of fome eafy compendium like the pre- 
fcnt, this interefting branch of knowledge has 
perhaps been lefs generally cultivated than it 
ought to be by ftudenrs of phyfic. 

The whole is written in a clear familiar man¬ 
ner, and is divided into three parts. The firft 
treats of chemiftry, including the dodrine of the 
atmofphere, fire, and other fubjeds connected 
with that fcience. The fecond relates to optics, 
acouftics, hydroftatics, and electricity ; neither 
of which could properly be comprifed under the 
head of chemiftry. The third is confined to 
phyfiology, or the philofophy of the human 
body. 

To give a minute account of a performance of 
this nature would be fuperfluous, we fhall there¬ 
fore prefent our readers with the following ex- 
trad from the fedion on chemical eledive at- 
tradions, as a fpecimen of the author’s manner. 

“ Spirit of vitriol is a combination of vitriolic 
acid with water. If to this compound you add 
thin plates of copper, and give a due degree of 

hear, the copper will be dilTolved. The mix¬ 
ture 
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turc therefore will be blue vitriol and water, 
which might eafily be feparated by the methods 
already defcribed. If to this folution you add 
plates of iron, the acid will leave the copper, and 
unite with the iron. As the latter difiblves, and 
the former is let go by the acid, it depofits itfelf 
upon the iron plates, fo that they look like cop¬ 
per: but when the iron is all dififolved, the cop¬ 
per will fall to the bottom in form of a powder. 
The clear liquid being decanted will therefore be 
a mixture of water and green vitriol. If to this 
folution zinc be added, the acid will leave the 
iron by degrees, and unite with the zinc, and the 
iron will fall to the bottom in form of a powder, 
as the copper did before. The clear liquor be¬ 
ing decanted, will be a folution of white vitriol 
in water. Add volatile alcali to this folution, 
the acid will leave the zinc to unite with the fait-, 
the zinc will be precipitated, and the clear li¬ 
quor being decanted will be vitriolic fal ammo¬ 
niac and water. Add fixed alcali to this liquid, 
the acid will unite with it, letting go the volatile 
and the mixture will be vitriolated tartar, and 
fpirit of fal ammoniac. The latter may be ob¬ 
tained by diftillation, the former remaining be¬ 
hind. Mix this fait with an equal quantity of 

fixed 
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fixed alcali, and add powdered charcoal, equal 
to about a fourth part of the weight of the whole. 
The charcoal, you will obferve, contains phlo- 
gifton, combined with a vegetable earth, and the 
alcali is added to make the vitriolated tartar 
melt, which it will not eafily do without fuch 
addition. Put thefe ingredients into a cru¬ 
cible, and apply a fudden and ftrong heat for a 
ihort time* the vitriolic acid will leave the fixed 
alcali, to unite with the phlogifton of the char¬ 
coal. The mixture therefore is now common 
fulphur, fixed alcali, and vegetable earth; that 
is, an impure liver of fulphur. Diffolve the 
mafs in water, the earth will fubfide, and the 
clear liquid will be a folution of liver of fulphur, 
and fixed alcali in water. Decant or filter this 
liquid*, and to obtain the fulphur, look in the 
table for fixed alcali; you will find above ful¬ 
phur feveral acids. Add a lufficient quantity 
of either of thefe, the alcali will quit the fulphur 
to unite with the acid, and the fulphur will fall 
to the bottom in a powder, which you may fe- 
parate from the liquid, and melt into a roll.— 
And thus will you have had fucceffively fpirit of 
vitriol, blue vitriol, green vitriol, white vitriol, 
vitriolic fal ammoniac, vitriolated tartar, and 

\ fulphur ; 
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fulphur; each of which might eafily have been 
obtained in their ufual forms.” 

__ 

SECTION II. 

Essavs and Observations. 

I. Farther Remarks on the Method of treating the 
remittent Fevers of the Weft Indies ; with Ob- 
fervations on the left Means of prefer ving Health 
in Jamaica. By Dennis Ryan, M. D. In a 
Letter to Robert Adair, Efq-> Infpeflor-General 
of Hofpitals. Communicated by Dr. Simmons, 
F.R.S. Read Jan. 7, 1782. 

I Have formerly had occafion, in a letter to 
my worthy friend Dr. Simmons, to men¬ 
tion fome of the principal circumftances that 
diftinguilh the fevers of this country from thole 
which prevail in Europe, and have taken notice 
of the particular treatment which fuch peculiar¬ 
ities feemed to require.* I have in general ob- 
ferved, even in the molt violent inltances, not 
excepting thofe which are attended with a yel- 
lownefs of the furface of the body, that the fe- 

* See our Journal for Ottober 1781. 
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vers here feldom aflame the proper continued 
type ; and that, unlefs the patient is carried off 
by the firft attack, an evident remifiion com- 
monly takes place; fo that in nine cafes out of 
ten they may be faid to come under the denomi¬ 
nation of remittents. In the beginning they are 
for the moft part attended with fome inflamma¬ 
tory fymptoms, but thefe are feldom fo fevereas 
to make bleeding neceflary, except in perfons of 
full and robuft habits. A vomit given in the 
very commencement of the difeafe may be of 
great fervice in difcharging the foul and bilious 
contents of the ftomach, but at a more advanced 
period a conftant retching renders its ufe often 
precarious, and fometimes inadmiflible. It is 
however, always proper to obtain a fpeedy eva¬ 
cuation by the inteftines. The patients fhould 
get oranges in abundance. In general they wifh 
for them, and befides their refrigerant and lax¬ 
ative efife&s, where the vomiting is troyblefome, 
they often put a flop to it, and fupercede the 
employment of opiates for that purpofe. For 
common drink, a beverage made with lime- 
juice, water, and a little fugar^ feems to be the 
befi: and moft grateful; nor have I feen any 
difadvantage arife from indulging the patient 

accO' 
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occafionally with draughts of cold water. An- 
timonials, when the ftomach is not too irritable, 
and warm fomentations to the abdomen and 
lower extremities, are other means proper to be 
employed in this ftage of the diforder* But 
where there occurs a violent delirium, great be¬ 
nefit may be obtained from the ufe of a blifter, 
or by drawing fome blood from the temples by 
means of cupping-glades, or from the arm, if 
the patient’s ftrength will allow it. 

About the third day, and fometimes earlier, a 
retniflion occurs, and, foon after, fymptoms of 
debility manifeft themlelves j or as fome writers 
exprefs it, too weak a re-a&ion takes place* 
Nature becomes too feeble to combat the dif- 
eafe, and calls for fupport and affiftance. To 
anfwer this end, in fome countries much confi¬ 
dence feems to be put in the ufe of contrayerva, 
ferpentaria, and other cordial medicines. Thus 
at La Cbarite , a celebrated hofpital at Paris, I 
have frequently feen inftances of low nervous 
fevers, in which the phyficians contented them- 
felves with prefer ibing the potio cardiac a minor ; 
and when great lofs of ftrength, and perhaps in¬ 
voluntary difeharges threatened danger, the po* 
tio cardiaca major was fubftituted for it. But in 
Vol. III. N° I. F this 
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rhis climate, thefe remedies ftiould never be 
employed except it be to aftift the operation, or 
fupply the want, of others which are more 
powerful and certain in their effe&s. As foon 
then as the remifiion takes place, we muft have 
immediate recourfe to the bark, in fubftance; 
And, as I have obferved elfewhere, foine cafes 
will require it in decottion even before the fever 
has abated, whilft in others the fymptoms are 
fo urgent, that at firft fight you muft give it in 
fubftance, as the delay of giving a vomit or a 
purge may prove fatal to the patient. The rule 
is, to give the bark in as great a quantity as 
the ftomach can bear. The ufe of oranges 
ftiould be ftill continued, for they tend to make 
the bark fit eafy on the ftomach, and keep the 
body open. Where they have not this effeft, 
frnall doles of fal polychreft will be occafionally 
neceflary. If on the contrary the bark ftiould 
occafion a purging, it muft be combined with 
opiates. If the ftomach will not retain it, it 
muft be employed in glylters and fomentations. 

I believe it may be laid down as a rule, that 
in molt cafes of fever, where the bark is ne- 
celfary, wine is likewife proper. But though 

the praflitioners in this country are in general 

unani- 
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Unanimous as to the importance of the barkj 
yet that does not feem to be the cafe with re- 
fpedt to the ufe of wine* I happened once to 
be prefent when two or three of the moft re- 
fpettable phyficians in the ifland held a conful- 
tation on the cafe of a patient, who, befides 
other dangerous fymptoms, was affedted with 
a coldnefs of the upper and lower extremities. 
They ordered him the bark in great quantity* 
but feemed to lay no ftrefs on the ufe of wine. 
However, I cannot help giving it as my opi¬ 
nion, that in fuch cafes, where the powers of 
life are evidently funk and opp'refied, there is 
reafon to apprehend that the bark will remain 
an ina&ive load on the ftomach* and that the 
employment of good wine is the moft expedi¬ 
tious and effectual means of giving a ftimulus 
to the fyftem, and recovering the patient from 
the danger with which he is threatened. Some 
of the patients whom I had under my care re¬ 
covered after the occurrence of the fymptoms 
above mentioned, which I am inclined to at¬ 
tribute to the liberal ufe of wine, as much, if 
not more than to the effe&s of the bark. And 
I muft own that I have found an obfervation, 

which I heard from my learned mafter. Dr. 

F 2 Cullen, 
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Cullen, always true and well founded, viz. that 
wine is of little fervice unlefs it be given in 
large quantity. I know fome medical gentle*- 
men, who fay, that about half a pint of wine 
a day is fuffictent for any foldier in an hofpital: 
but I think I have faved the lives of feveral 
foldiets, by allowing them eight times that 
quantity. Dr. Cullen mentions a cafe of Ty¬ 
phus where, I think, the patient was faid to 
have taken feven bottles of claret in the fpace 
of twenty-four hours; but the dodlor doubts 
whether the nurfe may not have affifted him. 
Whatever may be the cafe in private pra&ice, I 
believe, that in public hofpitals of every kind, 
the orderly-men and nurfes are too apt to think 
that the patients may difpenfe with lefs wine 
than is ordered for them ; and hence they are 
tempted to make free with their allowance. 
This I have knbwn to be the cafe; and as it 
cannot eafily be prevented, it is, I think, a 
circumftance that ftiould be had in view, when 
wine is prefcribed. It is better to make fome 
allowance for the nurfe or orderly-man, who if 
they do their duty, have no fmall hardlhip to 
go through, than that the life of the patient 

ihould 
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40 tiaul 4 be loft, from his being (tinted in what 
is judged neceftary for him. 

Notwithftanding what I have faid in favour 
of wine, I muft own that I have met with fome 
few r cafes, wherein, though a (light remiflion 
afforded an opportunity of giving the bark, 
(till fymptoms of irritation and phlogiftic dia- 
thefis rendered it adviftable to be fparing and 
cautious in the ufe of wine. But a man may 
always proceed with l'afcty in fuch cafes, by 
taking care to judge of the propriety of the 
meafures, which he has adopted, only by the 
effects which they produce. Thus if I find 
that wine has made the pulfe full and fteady, 
from being feeble apd quick; that it has dimi- 
nifhed the febrile heat and anxiety, and removed, 
inftead of increafing, any delirium that might 
have been prefent, fo as to bring on a certain 
■ ferenity of mind; if it occafions a gentle 
moifture on the (kin, if it removes third, and 
laftly, if the patient has a craving defire for it, 
1 have no doubt but I (hould perfift in its ufe. 
Butjf the effedts which it produces be oppofite 
to thofe juft now mentioned, it is evidently con¬ 
traindicated. Jt may be a(ked whether it be 
neceftary to give the bark in every cafe of pro- 

F 3 per 
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per fever in this country? In anfwer to thi$ 
queftion, I muft own that in the military hof^ 
pitals I have met with a few patients, whofe 
fevers began in the ordinary manner, but during 
the remiffions, either through their diflike of 

the bark, or the negled of the orderly-men, 

• * • 

this remedy was not employed ; notwithftand- 
ing which they recovered. Befides, in fome par¬ 
ticular habits the bark, although given only iq 
the time of remiflion, feems to caufe great ir¬ 
ritation, anxiety, and quicknefs of pulle. 
I remember to have feen an inftance of this 
kind. The firfl: paflfages were evacuated, and 
fome blood taken away, and as there were ap- 
pearances of danger, it was thought proper as 
foon as a remifTion took place, to try the bark 
in a large quantity, but the patient had fo great 
an averfion to it, that he could not be prevailed 
on to take it, and the anxiety which followed 
his fwallowing a dofe of it, together with the 
efforts he made to throw it up again, may well 
have arifcn from this difguft. Notwithftandino- 

• 0 p 

this, after a very fevere difeafe, he recovered, 
and thanked his ftars that heefcaped by follow¬ 
ing his own inclinations in fpite of the do&ors. 
Some time lafi. December, I was myfelf af- 

fe£te4 
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' fe&ed with the ulual figns of the beginning of 
a fever, attended with a fenfation of prickling 
cold all over my body. I was fhortly after 
feized with a head-ach, eonfiderable heat, and 
quicknefs of pulfe. Thele fymptoms continued 
to grow worfe as the day declined. At night 
I took an emetic which difcharged a quanticy of 
bile; but the febrile fymptoms continued as 
before, and were accompanied with great reft- 
leffnels and anxiety. The following day a mix¬ 
ture was made up for me, compofed of three 
pints of lemonade, in which an ounce of fal 
polychreft, and five grains of tartar emetic, had 
been diflolved. Of this I took about a teacup 
full every two hours, and in the intervals made 
ufe of fage and balm tea. In eight or ten hours 
the mixture operated by the inteftines, and 
brought on a gentle diaphorefis; fo that on the 
beginning of the third day I had a difUnd: re- 
million from the fever. Dr. Ledwich, a fkil- 
ful phyfician in Kingfton, who attended me, 
immediately propofed the bark. But however 
liberal I was of it to others, I had fuch difguft 
to it myfelf that I intreated, and perfuaded him 
to defer employing it, till after another exacer¬ 
bation ; but the fever did not return, though 

F 4 the 
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the effedts of the firft attack were fo fevere that 
I was confined to my room for feveral days. 

It appears then that there are fome cafes of 
fever in which the bark is not necefiary. And 
I have been informed by Dr. Prendergaft, an 
eminent phyfician, who has pradtifed with great 
reputation for fome years in Kingfton, that in- 
flances of this kind moftly occur among the na¬ 
tives, and fuch as have refided for fome time 
in the country, both of whom, he fays, are 
fometimes of fuch inflammatory habits, as to 
bear repeated bleedings. But as cafes of this kind 
are rather rare, and as the fymptoms by which 
they may be known in the beginning from others 
of a more dangerous tendency, are not yet fully 

afcertained, it feems proper and necefiary to try 
the bark in every cafe, as foon as a remiflion 
occuis. To adt otherwife is imprudent, as it 
is beyond doubt, that in all hot climates, thou- 
fands die for want of this valuable remedy j 
and as it is equally certain, that a patient fel- 
dom or never dies in confequence of having 

r • 

taken it under proper management. 

Several rules have been laid down, for pre- 
ferving the health of ftrangers on their arrival 
here ; but fome of them, I think, are abufed, 

and 
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and the reft are but little attended to. When 
people are expofed from their fituation to malig¬ 
nant putrid diforders, and a foul infe&ious air, 
the peruvian bark has been juftly recommended 
as a prophylactic, and I make no doubt but 
the ufe of it in this country, during the fickly 
months, may be attended with great advantage 
in fome conftitutions, but it fhould be em¬ 
ployed with caution and moderation. I know 
people here who, on the appearance of any in- 
difpofition, immediately fwallow half an ounce, 
or even a whole ounce of bark in fubftance, 
and repeat it as they think occafion requires. 
I cannot, however, help thinking that there 
are few who would derive any benefit from this 
pra&ice, I believe I may even venture to fay, 
that there are but few to whom it would not 
prove prejudicial. Fevers, in this climate, are 
allowed to begin in general with inflammatory 
fymptoms j now as the bark is poflefled in an 
eminent degree of the powers of increafing the 
tone and vigour of the fanguiferous fyftem, it 
is evident, that when taken in this manner, it 
will have a tendency to make the firft attack of 
the fever more dangerous and violent than it 
otherwife might be; Befides this, it may have 

another 
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another bad effe£l in binding the body, and 
caufing an accumulation of bile, which never 
fails to aggravate the fymptoms of every difeafe 
in warm climates : and when a man accuftoms 
himfelf to take fo powerful a remedy, as the 
bark is, in great quantity, at a time that he 
does not {land in real need of it, he has reafon 
to expert the lefs advantage from it, when his 

f * - i • * 

life may be in danger, and its life becomes 
effentially necefiary. To prevent then any evil 

1 • f • 

arifing from what is intended as a remedy, it 
may not be improper to confine thofe who take 

t ’ * 1 ' 

bark as a prophylactic, to a glafs or two of an 
infufion of it, to be taken every morning, 
and thofe who feem chiefly to require it, are fuch 
as are of feeble, languid habits, and have been 
formerly liable to remittent or intermittent 
jfevers. 

Temperance, and a ftrift adherence to a re¬ 
gular mode of living, is another of the means 
recommended for the prefervation of health in 
this climate. But it mufi: be owned that the in- 

i * * 

habitants of this ifland live as freely as if the 
advice had been, * veneri,vino, gulae indulgeatur.’ 
I have feen no country where people in general 
are of a more fociable and friendly difpofition, 

and 
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and however they may differ from each other in 
political matters, they are firmly united as mem¬ 
bers of civil fociety. The pleafure with which 
they enjoy the gifts of fortune, and the fruits of 
their induftry, is proportioned to the number of 
thofe whom they make partakers of them- And 
that hofpitality for which Ireland, and fome 
parts of Great-Britain. were formerly renowned, 
feems now to have fixed its refidence in this 
country. But it is to be obferved, that thefc ob- 
fervations apply lefs to Kingfton, the inhabitants 
of which are almoft all in a commercial line, than 
to any other part of the ifland. Where a fpirft 
of fociety and hofpitality thus prevails, people 
are feldom very abftemious; for when men 
come together with an intention to forget their 
cares and be happy, they naturally employ every 
means that have the effedt of making them be¬ 
lieve they are fo. And as it is well known that 
good cheer and good liquor anfwer this end, it is 
an eftablifhed cuftom here to have recourfe to 
them on all fuch occafions. Even the fpiritual 
and medical advifers of temperance and regu¬ 
larity, are themfelves infedbed with the love of 
this kind of fociety and good living i and the 

old 
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live as they fee others do; but fuch a conclu- 
fion would be altogether unjuft, and might prove 
pernicious. For though the inhabitants have by 
long habit inured themfelves to drink and live 
freely, without any apparent ill confequence, it 
would be exceedingly dangerous for ftrangers at 
once to-adopt their example. I have, indeed, 
juft obferved, that fome ftrangers have done fo 
with impunity j but they were fuch as had been 
hardened in the fame habit before they left Eu¬ 
rope. Others muft proceed by flow and cau¬ 
tious fteps, and run many rifqups before they 
can arrive at the fecurity I fpeak of. And I 
am confident that many from too great impa¬ 
tience to accomplifti their wilhes, lofe their live* 
in the pra&ice of thofe very meafures, which are 
necefiary to attain it. I cannot then hefitate 
ftill to recommend temperance as the fureft and 
fafeft means of preferving the health, particu¬ 
larly of ftrangers, in this, or any other part of 
the Weft-Indies, It is more efpecially necefiary 
for fuch as happen to be any way fickly or in¬ 
firm : though as moft people come here more 
with a view to mend their fortunes than their 
conftitutions, there are but few in that fituation 
on their arrival: on the contrary, they arc in 

general 
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general fuch as would be able to bear a great? 
deal, if they could be perfuaded to live within 
due bounds of moderation, and refill the wrong 
and imprudent counfels of thofe whothemfelves 
tranfgrefs them. , I know feveral gentlemen in’ 
this ifland, who live happy, though in a very 
moderate and abftemious manner. And the 
ladies who commonly drink nothing but water* 
enjoy the belt health. 

Befides avoiding excefs in drinking, and free 
living in general,ftrangers Ihould accuftom them-_ 
felves to early rifing, and Tea-bathing* where it 
is convenient. They Ihould not expofe them- 
felves too much to the fun, or to the night- 
winds, when they are overheated. They ought to 
take frequent but moderate exercife in the cool 
of the day, and refrain from meat fuppers, and 
what are called here fecond breakfafts. They 
(hould be particularly careful to keep their bo¬ 
dies open by the ufe of fruit and vegetables, of 
other means, if neccfiary; as nothing is more 
unfavourable to health in this climate than a 
coftive habit. I muft alfo caution them againft 
a kind of medley, which is drank here by way 
of cordial, between breakfaft and dinner: it is 
compofed of rum or brandy, mixed with milk* 

water. 
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water, nutmeg, and fugar, and from fome falu- 
tary effefts it is fuppofed to produce, it has got 
the- name of doSor ,—but it fliould rather be 
ranked among the quacks, and fo doomed to fall 
into the difufe and contempt it deferves. 

In other refpe&s, thofe who enjoy good health, 

fliould not be over anxious about themfelves, 

or think it neceflary to dabble with medicines. 

But even though furrounded on every fide by 

death and ficknefs, they fliould preferve a con- 

ftant gaiety and chearfulnefs of mind; and not 

allow the apprehenfions of future danger to 

embitter the enjoyment of prefent happinefs.— 

They fliould follow that excellent advice of 

Celfus: “ Sanus homo qui et bene valet, etfuas 

fpontis eft, nullis obligare fe legibus debet; ac 

neque medico neque iatroalipta egere. Hunc 

oportet varium habere vitce genus: modo ruri 

* 

efle, modo in urbe, faepiufque in agro: navi- 
gare - - - - quiefcere interdum, fed frequenter 
fe exercere,”* 

I fend you thefe obfervations, fuch as they 
are, from a defirc I have that the medical hiftory 
of this ifland may be better known than it is at 

* Lib. i. tap. i. 

prefent 
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prefcnt, and I hope that your indulgence and 
approbation of my feeble effays, may encourage 
others, who have more leifure and abilities, to 
pay attention to the fame fubjedt, and be more 
full and fatisfadtory in their accounts. 

Jamaica , 

April 24, 1781. 


II. Cafe of a fatal ulceration of the bladder , occa- 
fioned by a caries of the os pubis ; with an ac¬ 
count of the appearances on diffettion. By Mr. 
Edward Ford, Surgeon to the Wefiminfler Gene¬ 
ral Difpenfary, Communicated in a letter to 
Samuel Foart Simmons, M.D. F.R.S. and by 
him to the Society. Read F'eb. 4, 1782. 


M ARY Hudfon, the patient of whofe cafe 
you have requefted me to give you an ac¬ 
count, was a healthy girl ’till about the age of 
fourteen, when (he began to complain of great 
pain in making water, and voided feveral 
fmall ftones with her urine, which was generally 
purulent and bloody. She could not afeertain 

a more probable caufe of her diforder, than that 

/ 

{he formerly had received a blow upon the pu¬ 
bis 
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biso .^Either the poverty of her. relations, or her 
own delicacy,, prevented an immediate applica¬ 
tion-; for-relief. Seven or eight months had elap- 
fed before fhe made, known to her friends the 

- • ' * J w y * * • * I . i t ; 

nature of her difeafe, and as it did not then ap¬ 
pear alarming, they were not immediately urgent 
Tor medical afliftance; but they were foon after 
; ,convincfd of the imminent danger of her fitu- 

,ation. It was at this period .of the difeafe that 

* f J ' • t ^ v j * * 

I firfl: faw : her. She was then in a very emaciated 
^e, .^nd besides the local fymptoms above- 
mentioned, was troubled with an heCtic cough, 

r' n . ' . i *_' r< " ". Jr ° * 

univerfal languor and debility, noCturnal fweats. 
and every concomitant of an abforption of mat¬ 
ter. Thefe fymptoms, foon after, terminated in 
death. Being defirous of examining the ftate of 

* i . , • . j * \ f ’I 

the bladder, as the fymptoms of the cafe indi- 

■ .. . j < ■ ■ 1 

cated fome extraordinary difeafe there, I procur¬ 
ed leave to open the dead body. 

A 

The external view of the parts afforded no- 
thing preternatural. The abdomen was opened 
in the ufual manner, but there >yas - ,npt the lead: 
morbid appearance in any of the contained vif- 
cera. The bladder alpne feemed ffrpngly con¬ 
tracted and ^thi^en.ed, a circvitpftanee cpmmon 
to thofe who have from difeafe a habit of expel- 
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ling their urine before it is colle&ed to a consi¬ 
derable quantity. Upon introducing a catheter 
into the bladder, feveral fmall (tones were felt, 
and a little purulent urine was evacuated. I 
now fufpended my enquiry till the bladder with 
the parts adjacent were taken from the body. 
In the courfe of this diffedlion, in feparating the 
bladder from its connexion with the fymphyfis 

■ \ -* . . j * 4 

of the os pubis, the point of the knife patted in- 

' j , ( ' , i 

to a cavity of that bone, from which iffued a 
(poonful or more of matter. This cavity in the 
os pubis was found to be adapted to, and exaftly 
to communicate with an ulcer in the bladder. 
When the parts were removed, the whole fub- 
ftance of the os pubis was found to be carioas. 
Anteriorly it was defended only by a ligamen¬ 
tous covering, and behind was the cavity juft 
now fpoken of,communicating with the bladder, 
and containing little pieces of bone that were 
almoft wholly incrufted with a fabulous iriatter. 
There was alfo a hollow leading down from 
hence to the tuberofity of the ifchion on the left 
fide, this part of the bone being alfo carious, and 
feveral bits which were feparated from it, like- 
wife covered with a fimilar concretion. 


From 
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From this view of the parts it was evident 
that an inftrument introduced into the bladder 
might have pafied into the centre of the bone* 
and as the matter difcharged by the meatus uri- 
narius feemed to have its fource from this caries, 
it was fortunate that the girl was not fearched for 
the ftone, as any operation which the fuppofed 
exiftence of calculi might have rendered advife- 
able, would have fuffered a difgrace from its un¬ 
avoidable ill fuccefs. 

The ftones found in the bladder were evident¬ 
ly incruftations upon nuclei of exfoliated lamina 
from the bone which had penetrated into the 
bladder* 

The primary caufe of all this mifchief feems to 
have been the contufion, or perhaps fra&ure of 
the bone *, but it is difficult to explain why the 
corrofive difcharge which had fo much affe&ed 
the ifchion, did not find a pafifage from thence to 
the infide of the thigh, and form a fuppuration 
there, fince that part of the bone to which the 
two heads of the triceps mufcle are attached, was 
almoft entirely deftroyed. The patient had, in¬ 
deed, fome time before her death complained of a 
pain on the infide of her thigh, to which topical 
remedies had been applied, but we could not find 
there any marks of an approaching fuppuration- 
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III. A TABLE of the Great eft, Leaf, and Mean Heights of the Thermometer and 
Barometer , and of the Fall of Rain in London in 17^0. (From the Phiiofcphical 
Tranfa&ions, Vol. 71, Part I.) 
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SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

T HE Royal Medical Society at Paris have 
propofed the following queftion for a 
prize of 400 livres: “ What are the difeafes that 
“ prevail the mod commonly among the troops 
“ during thefummer, and in very hot weather; 
“ what is the mod fimple and lead expenfive 
** method of treating them* and laftly, what 
“ are the means to be employed for preventing 
“ or moderating their effefts in very hot cli- 
mates, as in the windward or leeward iflands ?** 
Thediffertations on this fubjeft are to be written 
in Latin or French, and fent to M. Vicq D’Azyr, 
fecretary of the fociety, before the ift of De¬ 
cember, 1783. 


The Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris 
have offered a premium of 2400 livres to the 
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perfon who (hall: “ find out the eafied and 
“ cheapeft procefs for decompofing fea fait, and 
“ extrading the alkali, that ferves as its bafis, 
“ in a date of purity, free from any acid or other 
“ combination, provided the value of this mi- 
ft neral alkali does not exceed the price of that 
“ which is procured from, the bed foreign foda.** 
The dififertations on this fubjed are to be written 
in French or Latin, and fent to the Marquis de 
Condorcet, fecretary of the Academy, before 
Eader 1783. 

The Academy have like wife propofed the fol¬ 
lowing fubjeds for a prize of 1500 livres? 
tf 1. To make a chemical analyfis of borax, of 
‘f fedative fait, and of the earth of crude borax 
“ as it is brought from the Ead Indies ; 2. To 
“ make artificially, if it be poffible, borax or 
t{ fedative fait, or fome other faline fubdance 
“ which may be employed as advantageoufly as 
“ borax in the arts, and efpecially inthefufion of 

metals; 3. To enquire whether there exids a 
“ native fedative fait in any part of the world 
• ‘ except in the waters of the lake of Monte 
• 4 Rotondo in Italy, in which it has already been 
“ found.** 


The 
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The academy being fenfible of the difficulties 
attending the fatisfadtory difcuffion of thefe 
three heads of enquiry, give notice, that if 
amonoft the diflertations that may be fent to 
them any one fhall be found to contain new and 
important obfervations, the author’s not having 
directed his refearches to every part of the fub- 
jedf, fhall be no obftacle to his receiving the 
premium. The diflertations are to be fent to the 
fecretary on or before the rft of November 
1783. 


The Academy of Sciences at Touloufe have 
propofed the following fubjedt for a prize of 
100 piftoies: “ To afcertain the effects which 
“ air or aeriform fluids introduced into, orgene- 
“ rated in the human body, have on the animal 
“ ceconomy.” The diflertations are to be written 
in French or Latin, and fent to the fecretary on 
or before the 31 ft of December, 1783. 

No fubjedl, perhaps, has engaged the atten¬ 
tion of philofophers of late years more than the 
queftion concerning the nature of phlogifton. 

G 4 By 



By fiome it has been confidered as the matter of 
fire *, by others as the matter of light, or of 
both i while many, in corifequence of this * 
uncertainty, have even gone fo far as to deny 
its exigence. The Sagacity of Dr Priestley 
has at 1 length enabled him to refolve this diffi¬ 
cult problem, as will appear by the following 

extract of a letter from that gentleman to one 

» # * » 

of his friends in London, dated Birmingham, 
March it, 1782. 

“ I threw the focus of a burning lens on calx 
of lead in inflammable air ; the air was rapidly 
abforbed j lead was formed, and what remained 
of the air was as inflammable as ever. 

“ From forty ounce meafures of the air, I 
revived about five pennyweights of lead. The 
inflammable air was from iron. In the fame 
manner, I have revived iron, and tin. I alfo 
make ftrong nitrous air by throwing nitrous 
vapour into inflammable air. 

“ This feems to prove that phlogifton, is the 
-very lame thing with inflammable air in a Hate 
of combination with bodies, exa&ly as fixed 
air is contained in chalk, &c. fo that phlogifton 
may be exhibited by itfelf , as well as any other 
fubftance in nature,” 

Dr, 
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Dr. Prieftley has further obferved, that in 
nitrous, and phlogifticated air, only glafs of lead , 
and not the metal , is obtained and he is now 
bufied in profecuting this important fubjeft. 


Extra# of a letter from Sir T. Bergman, pro- 
feflor of chemiftrv, at Upfal, &c. to a phyfi- 
cian in London, (dated Upfal, Feb. 8. 
1782.) 

“ Ab initio Januarii gravem haemoptyfin fuf- 
tinui. Notatu eft dignifiimum, quod aqua fcl*- 
terana, qua antea per undecim annos molimina 
hasmorhoidalia, jam vehementiflimam provo- 
cantia colicam, jam graviflimos capitis dolores, 
fedavit, excretiones quoque per pulmones effi- 
cacius, quam alia media, ad vias "confuetas,, 
reduxerit. Scilicet intra quartam diem femper 
fluxum hasmorrhoidum provocavit et hoc ipfo 
mali caufam aufert, nec non fpafmos temperat, 
fanguinem ad fuperiores partes urgentes. Ul- 
timus impetus, primo autumnali longe vehe- 
mcntior, unice per aquam felteranam fublatus 
fuit et intra 8 dies eo ufque fui reftitutus, ut 
melius valerem, quam per 3 menfes antea. 
Arte paratam unice bibo, fed quin naturalis idem 

prasftet 
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prasftet non dubito, et opera certe pretium erit 
in hsemorrhoidibus vel menftruis fuppreflis idem 
tentare medium, quod faltim in perfonis meae 
conftitutionis falutarem praeftabit effedum.—■ 
Quod meae differ tationes non difpliceant gaudeo. 
Ealdem permagni ipfemet non debeo eftimare, 
fed vix in pueris quindecim annorum, ut tales 
confcribant *, cadere poffe confido. Ignorant, 
qui meant prolem effe dubitant, in quavis fa- 
cultate bis elfe difputandum, priufquam gradus 
conferatur apud nos. Prior difputatio Temper 
prefidem agnofcit audorem, et plerumque etiam 
pofterior.. Si novas veritates probe intelligit et 
bene defenditRefpondensegregiumpraeftafiefpe- 
cimen putamus. Caeterum titulum infpiciant, 
ec opufcula ab audore colleda revifaque vide- 
bunt.—Morbus, quo laboravi impedivit, quo 
minus hoc anno prodire queat volumen tertium. 
Plures do continebuntur, quae memet in primis 

* The learned profeflbr alludes here to a millake into 
which fome perfons have fallen with regard to his tflays, 
which from their having been originally publilhed by ftu- 
dents in the form of inaugural di/Tertations have been er- 
roneoully confulered as the produ&ions of young and inex¬ 
perienced writers. The reader may fee one of thofe differ- 
taiions announced in our feccnd volume, page 141. 

deledarunt 
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dele&arunt, ideoque poftea variis novis experi- 
mentis cafdem ditavi, fuis locis inferendis. 
Hue pertinent praecipue difsertationes, de 
phlogiJH copia in metallis *, de ferri analyfi \ de 
products volcaneis *, de attraftionibus eleftivis ; 
e: nonnulla alia.” 

A Literary and Philosophical Society 
hath lately been inftituted at Manchefter. The. 
number of Ordinary members is limited to fifty *, 
but this Imitation is not to preclude any number 
of gentlemen, diftinguilhed for their literary or 
philofophical abilities, and refiding at fuch dil- 
tances from Manchefter as to prevent their at¬ 
tendance at the weekly meetings of the fociety, 
from being elected honorary members. Mr. 
Henry, F. R. S. and Mr. George Bew are the 
fecretaries of this new inftitution.— The follow¬ 
ing amongft other ingenious papers, have already 
been read before the fociety :—i. Obfervations 
on Dr. Dobfons account of the Harmattan i by 
Alexander Eafon, M. D. 2. Obfervations on 
heated rooms ; by George Bell, M. D. 
3. Mifcellaneous obfervations on the applica¬ 
tion of natural hiftory to poetry ; by T. Perci- 

val. 
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val. M. D. F. R. S. &c. 4. An account o£ 

fome experiments made in a heated room *, by 
Thomas Henry, F. R. S. 5. On the advan- 
tages arifing from the inftitution and well regu¬ 
lated fupportof a philofophical fociety ; by John 
Wright, M. D. 6. On the antifeptic and 
chemical effedts of quick lime on fea water ; by 
Mr. Hen,ry. 7. On chryftallifation ; by Dr. 
Eafon. 8.. A comparative view of the moral 
and intelledtual powers of man ; by Dr. Percival; 
9„ On the affinity fubfifting between the arts ; 
by the Rev. Mr. Barnes. 10. On the different 
fuccefs, with regard to health, of fome attempts 
to pafs the winter in high Northern latitudes; by 
Mr. Aikin. 11. On the formation of fait- 
petre ; by Mr. Maffey. 


Dr. Bloch of Berlin has obtained the prize of 
an hundred rix dollars, offered fome time ago 
by the Royal Society of fciences at Copenhagen, 
for the beft differtation on the fymptoms and treat¬ 
ment of worms in the inteltines. 


A cafe of Hydrophobia has occurred lately at 
the Middlcfex Hofpital. The patient, a middle 

aged 
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aged man, was admitted into the hofpital on the 
15th of December iySi. He; had been bit the 
fame day, upon the cheek, by a large dog. 
■The wound was. of confiderable extenr, reach- 

0 

ing from the lower eyelid to the left corner of 
the mouth. As there was no rcafon to fufped 
that the dog was i mad, common drefiings were 
applied ’ to the wound, and in Jefs than three 
weeks after the accident it was perfectly healed, 
•fo that on the 8th 6f January 1782, the patient 
was difcharged from the hofpital apparently in 
good health. 'The next day he was brought 
back labouring under fymptoms of. Hydropho¬ 
bia. The perfons who accompanied him to the 
hofpital related, that he ; had that morning been 
thrown into convulfions by attemptingtofwallow 
a little tea •, and that he feemed conlcious of his 
madnefs, ‘having defired his wife to take care 
that he did her no injury. 

It was remarked that the part in which he had 
been bit looked a little red *, this fad leems to 
confirm the truth of an opinion lately fuggefted 
relative to the hydrophobous infe&ion j which 
* is, that before the difeafe adually makes its ap¬ 
pearance, a fecond inflammation takes place in 
the wound or its cicatrix. That the patient had 

a very 
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a very particular, uneafy fenfation in the part* 
is very evident from this circumftance, that the 
moment he came into the hofpital, he requefted 
that fomething might be applied to his cheek* and 
that from that time till his death he was obferv- 
ed, when free from convulfions, to be almoft in- 
ceffantly putting his hand to his tongue and 
carrying it from thence to the cheek in which he 
had been bit. 

When he was re-admitted into the hofpital he 
appeared to be much agitated ; his tongue was 
white, and his pulfe full and confiderabiy 
quickened. The fight of water did not then or 
at any time afterwards give him the leaft uneafi- 
nefs, but whenever he attempted to drink he was 
immediately feized with fpafms of the throat and 
with violent effort to vomit. 

To combat this melancholy difeafe every me¬ 
thod was adapted that the reading and experi¬ 
ence of the learned and ingenious phyfician who 
had the care of the patient, could fuggefl to 
him. Mercurial ointment was applied to the ci¬ 
catrix in the cheek; and mufk,cinnabar,and a va¬ 
riety of other remedies were prefcribed internally 
but without the defired effedt. 

When 
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When the patient tried to fwallow his medi¬ 
cines he took them haftily from the point of a 
knife, but though he chewed and was very defi- 
rous to fwallow them, he feldom fucceeded, 
getting down only a very fmall portion of them 
and that with difficulty. , During the whole of 
the firft day (Wednefday January the 9th) he 
gave rational anfwers and readily attempted to 
do whatever was defired. He paflcd the night 
without the leaft difpofition to deep. His pulfe 
became fmaller and quicker, and he was trou¬ 
bled with a conftant havering of a thick frothy 
mucus. The next day (January the 10th) about 
one o’clock in the afternoon his difficulty of 
fwallowing feemed to be IdTened, as he was able 
to get down a little water out of a tea-pot, but 
foon after this he became outrageous and was 
obliged to be bound to his bed. In this ftate 
he continued till his death which happened about 
three o’clock, 

Upon difle&ion after death, the furface of 
the tongue and fauces was found to be white 
but not dry. The mufcles of the tongue were 
apparently found; thefubmaxillary glands fome- 

whatenlarged; theoefophagus nightly inflamed,and 

the lymphatic glands*near it larger than common. 

The 
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The ftomach and duodenum contained a large 
quantity of yellowifh bile. The reft of the ab¬ 
dominal vifcera afforded no remarkable appear¬ 
ance. The lungs feemed to be rather fuller of 
blood than ufual* and adhered at different parts 
to the pleura. ' The veffels and-ventricles of the 
-heart were quite empty, and the liquor pericardii 
was in very fmall quantity. On examining the 
- brain-the durai mater appeared to be in a'con- 

* r '1 ... 

-traded ftate, and near the longitudinal finus it 

. r * 
adhered-firmly to-the pia mater. -A fmall quan- 

r • , 

• tity of a watery fiord was obferved between thefe 
two membranes at the pofterio part of the brain. 

m ■ A , J 

‘ The finules appeared to be more turgid than 
ufual, but the quantity of water in the ventri¬ 
cles did not Teem to be greater than what is 
natural. • 


Some experiments made by Mr. Monch, an 
ingenious German apothecary, and publifhed 

in the firft part of Profeffor Gell s NeueJlrEnt 

• • • * 

dukungen in der chemirior 1781, prove that caL 
cined magnefia is lefs foluble in acids than hath 
been generally, imagined. Thefe experiments 
were made with magnefia precipitated from Ep- 

fome 
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Ion* fait, and calcined, in a covered. crucible 
after having been edulcorated with. repeated 
waihiag^ with drilled water. 

Upon? twenty grains of this calcined; magnefia, 
in a clean glafs vefiel, Mr. Monch poured half an 
ounce of ftrong vinegar..- No effervefcence en- 
fued, and after fuffering the mixture to Hand 
for twenty four hours Only feven grains of the 
magnefia were found to be difiolved. The fame 

- * * ■* • • • • f I • 

experiment was afterwards repeated with frefh 
lemon juice inftead of vinegar, and with the 
fame refult, excepting that inftead of feven, the 
lemon juice diflolved only four grains of the 
twenty. Mr. Monch next poured an otince of 
vinegar upon twenty grains of the fame calcined 
magnefia; the mixture was boiled for a confi- 
derable time, but only ten grains of the magne¬ 
fia were diflolved. 

Mr. Monch took half an ounce of a mix¬ 
ture compofed of ftrong vitriolic acid one part, 
and water fix parts. This was poured onitwen-i 
ty grains of the calcined magnefia, and placed 
in a moderate degree of heat; but at the end of 
twenty hours only feven grains of ?he magnefia 
were diflolved. An ounce of the fame diluted 

H acid 
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acid of vitriol boiled for a confiderable time with 

i • ^ f • r 

the fame quantity of magnefia as in the former 
experiment, diffolved only nine grains of it. 

The nitrous acid and concentrated marine 

* i * 1 • 1 • 

acid were found to diffolve the magnefia en¬ 
tirely, but no fuch effect was produced by mix¬ 
ing it with the gaftric juice of different animals. 
Even the gaftric juice which was vomited up by 
an hypochondriacal patient, altho* it effervefced 
ftrongly with powdered crabs-eyes, diffolved 

• r 

only two grains out of ten of the calcined 

T i ' 

magnefia. 


Two new medical works are expected foon to 
be publilhed in London : one of them, entitled 
“ Fragmenta Medica et Chirurgica ,” is the pro¬ 
duction of Dr. William Fordyce *, the other is a 
practical traCt on the Venereal difeafe, the author 
of which is Dr. F. Swediar.—At Edinburgh, 
Dr. Cullen is faid to be preparing for the prefs 
a treatife on Nervous difeafes. 


P R O- 
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PROMOTED. 

J. S, Haufmann, to be profeffor of anatomy 
at Brunfwick in the room of the late Dr. Rolling 
—M. Barthez, profeffor of phyfic at Montpel¬ 
lier, to be firft phyfician to the Duke of Orleans 
at Paris in the room of the late Dr. Tronchim— 
J. C. F. Voitus to be profeffor of furgery in the 
Royal medico-chirurgical college at Berlin.— 
Chrift. Fred; Nurnberger, M. D. to be profeffot 
extra, of phyfic at Wittemberg.—J. C. Starke, 
to be profeffor extra, of phyfic at Jena.~Satp. 
Thomas Soemmering, M.D. to be profeffor of 
anatomy and furgery at Caffel.—John Godfrey 
Leonhardi to be profeffor extra, of phyfic at 
Leipfic.—Dr. William Hunter to be one of the 
eight foreign members of the Royal academy of 
fciences at Paris, in the room of the late Dr. 
Tronchin.—Dr. William Cleghorn, to be lec¬ 
turer in anatomy in Trinity-college, Dublin, in 
the room of his uncle. Dr. George Cleghorn, 
who refigncd in his favour. 

H 2 1782, 
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1782, January 9. Dr. John Cooke to be 
phyfician to the General Dilpenfary in London,* 
in the room of Dr. Nathaniel Hulme, who has 
refigned.—23. Dr. John Turton to be phyfician 
extra, to the King, and phyfician in ordinary to 
the Queen, in the rooth of the late Sir J. Pringle, 
Bart.—Dr. Thomas Gilborne to be phyfician to 
the Queen’s houfhold in the room of Dr. Tur- 
ton.—26. Mr. Robert Barnewall to be apothe¬ 
cary to the General Hofpital in the Leeward 
iflands. ' 

Feb. 9. Mr. John Stewart to be furgeon to the 
Royal regiment of horfe-guards, in the room of 
James Mackenzie, M. D.—16. Mr. Willten* 
T.urner, hofpital mate, to be furgeon ro the 104th 
regiment of foot.—Mr. Home to be fiirgeon in 
ordinary to the Savoy prifon. 


DIED. 

! - • r r ^ 

1780, March 23. At St. Peterfburgh, John 
James Lerche, firft phyfician to the Ruffian 
army ; born at Potfdam in 1703. 

July 23, at Drefden, Charles Gefner, M. Dv 
phyfician to the Ele&or of Saxony. 

Sept. 27, at Hall in Saxony, Dr. Adam Nie(ky K 
profeffor of phyfic. 

17-81, 
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1781. At Paris, Julian Buflfon, M. D. firft 
phyfician to the Countefs d’Artois, and editor 
of the French, tran flat ion of Dr. James’s Medi¬ 
cal Dictionary.—In the fame city, Anthony 
Cafamajors, M. D.—At Brunfwick, aged 74, 

. • , i. • _ / 

Erneft Jeremiah Rollin, M. D. profeflor of 


anatomy. 

Jan. 1. Of apoplexy at Rome, aged 68, 
John Lewis Bianconi, M. D. minifter from the 


Court of Saxony to that of Rome, and one of 


the foreign members pf the Royal Academy of 
furgery at Paris.—Some time in January, at 


Bremen, aged 55, J. G. Runge, M, D. pro- 


feflbr of anatpmy and natural philofophy. 

Feb. 21. At Gahard, near Rennes in the 


province of Brittany, in France, Jofeph Exuperc 
Bertin, M. D. member of the faculty of phy- 
fic, and of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, 

. ‘ T - j _ 

author of an ingenious Treatife on Ofteology, 
in 4 vols. i.2mo, publifhed at Paris in 1754, 
and of feveral anatomical papers in the Memoirs 
of the Academy of Sciences. He was born at 


Trenlay jn the diocefe of Rennes, June 25, 


1712. In 1744, he was appointed by the fa¬ 
culty joint profeflor of midwifery with the late 

. -* ' * * 1 • b 

'MrAftrpc, The fame year he was feized with 

a fin- 
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a fingular complaint. It began with a delirium 
which, after continuing for three days, term'w 
nated in a (bate of lethargy. When he was 
fufficiently recovered from this attack, he tried 
the efife&s of his native air. He experienced 

i 

fever a l relapfes, but in 1750 perfe&ly recovered 
his health and intellectual faculties, and returned 
to Paris, where he married in 1765. After the 
death of his wife he retired to Gahard. He has 
left behind him a large work on the arteries, 

t , / *. *. I • • 

begun in 1739, and prefented to the Academy 
of Sciences in 1775, for their approbation. 
This work is expected foon to be publifhed.-?- 
Dec. 15. At Forfar in Scotland, the Rev. J. 
Carr, M. D. 

1782. Jan. 7, At Glafgow, Mr. Thomas 
Hamilton, ProfcfTor of Anatomy and Botany 
in the Univerfity at that place.—13. At Prefcot, 

, r 

in Lancalhire, M'r. David Houghton, Surgeon 

and Apothecary.-15. At Dublin, William 

Clement, M. D. Regius Profeflbr of Phyfic, 
Vice Provolt of Trinity College, and Member 
of Parliament for that city.—17. In Bolt-court, 
Fleet-ftreet, at' the houfe of his friendly patron 
Dr. Samuel Johnfon, Mr. Robert Levet, aged 
80, a ufeful and charitable practitioner of Phy¬ 
fic i 
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fic; bofn near Hull, in Yorkfhire.—-19* About 
ten at night in St. Alban’s-ftreet, Weflminfter, 
aged 78, Sir John Pringle, Bart, pbyfici^n ex¬ 
tra to the King, phyfician to the Queen, late 
Prefident of the Royal Society, &c. His life, 
written, by the Rev, Dr. Kippis, is now in the 
prqfs^ fo that we hope foon to be enabled to 
prefent our readers with authentic memoir* 

**’ “• 1 • j* 1 '* f* '»' ’■ * . ■ '*• 

of this learned and illuftrious -phyfician. 
—•Same day, at'CarliXLe, Mr. Jacob Coulthard, 
formerly a furgeon and apothecary at Wigton. 

.—22, At Derby, aged 24, Mr, Ferdinand 
Brown, furgeon and apothecary.-30. At 


Mucairn in Argylefhire, aged 101, Mr. Archi¬ 
bald M‘Calmah, furgeon. He made the laft 
35 years of his life, a period of hermetifm, 
devoted to religion. He ftudied under Dr. Pit¬ 
cairn, at Edinburgh, the firft ana fecond years 
of the.* prefent century. Born in Charles the 
fecond’a time, he lived to fee the twency-fecond 
year .of the feyenth reign in his days. During 
this fpafce, four civil wars at thirty years dilt- 
ance from each other difturbed government. 

• A _ 

fob. 4.. At Glafgow, aged 82, Mr. David 
Patefij fenior member of the faculty, in that 

'lO 23/3 3irC ' ;£»' ■/' j 


- . i. 


. T 
j 1 




.. f f%. I 1 

city .—gt AfTdnbridgeihKehi, Mr. Thpmiff 

' ' * j ft' 

SPafter, furgeon and apothecary, and member 

' *. . * * ’' 5 (V ' ’ 7 v * .' r r 

of the Medical Society at Edinburgh.^Same 
day, f at Salford, in Lapcalhire,' Mr. Thomas 
Walton, apothecary.—-—1-4. At Rochdale, in 
Lancashire, Mr. Cable, 1 apothecary.—22. Af 
Bath, Mr/ Gye, apothecary.—28. At Little 
Chelfea, Mr. John Moftori, furgeon in ordir 

' v m r ■ t ■ 

nary *to f he Savoy Prifon. ~ ; 

; March 13. At Richmond, 'Surry., aged §2, 
John Baker, "M. D. ! " "'H ' 
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1/ A Letter to Dr. Robert Jones of Caermari 
’^fcY. then (hire/in anfwerto the account *hich 

/. 1 i 1 . •• * . ' 

be has pubpilhed of ’the cafe of Mr. John 
Braham Ifaacfon, ftuderit of medicine, and to 
the injurious afperfions y^hich he has thrown out 
againft the phyficiaris who attended Mr. Ifaacfon. 
By Andrelv Duncan , M* D. Fellow of the ROyal 
College of Phyfidans, Edinburgh-, and mem¬ 
ber'of the Royal Societies of Medicine of Paris, 

Copenhagen 
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Copenhagen, Edinburgh, &c. 8vo. Elliot , Edin¬ 
burgh j and Dilly , London, 178a. 46 pages, is. 

< Wc have not yet feen the pamphlet to which 
this is an anfwcr, but the plain narrative of fafts 
Contained in the publication before us, confirms 
us in the high opinion we have long entertained 
pf the abilities and integrity of the learned 
author, and convinces us that his reputation h^s 
been very illiberally. and unjuftifiably. attacked. 
It Teems, however, that Dr* Jones in his Ijp- 
quiry into the State of Medicine has not confined 
ids ftri#urep folely to Dr. ,Puncan, as feveral 
Ipther refpe^table characters, particularly. Dr. 
Cullen, Pr, Mow and Mr. Alex. Wood ar£ 
Laid to come in fpr a lhare of abpfe. 

Mr. Jfaaefon, -the young gentleman whofc 
pafe is the principal fubjeCt of the prefent pam- 
,phlet ? was attacked, we are told, in O&ober, 
L1780, with a diftindtly marked fever, attended 
.with an evident difpofition to the putrid date. 
He was attended by our author and Dr. Monro. 
In the courfe of the difeafe, the patient had 
much delirium, and the fymptoms of putre- 
ffcency ran to a great height, but by the ufe of 
.proper remedies her recovered. Mr. Ifaacfon 

was .nofaoner free from the fymptoms of fever 

> 

than 

» 1 
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than it began to be reported that his cure was 
owing to liberal dofes of rum and laudanum 
recommended by Dr. Brown, and conveyed to 
him by Dr. Jones. This pretended cure, it 
l'eems, is particularly infilled on in the inquiry , 
&c. publilhed by the latter. As this (lory made 
no little noife, and it was even confidently af- 
ferted, that without the interference of Dr. 
Brown, the patient would have died, our au¬ 
thor thought it his duty to inquire into the mat¬ 
ter. He found that the patient -himfelf was 
entirely ignorant of the affair, but his nurfe and 
his landlady upbn being interrogated, declared 
-that during Mn Ifaacfon ? s illnefs, and while he 
was delirious. Dr. Jones had repeatedly been to 
vifit him, and had endeavoured by intreaties, 
"and even by the offer of a pecuniary reward, to 
prevail upon them to give him a mixture of 
rum and laudanum privately, without the 
knowledge of his phyficians; and that at length 
in order to get rid of Dr. Jones’s import unities 
they had fteroingly acquiefced, but that the mo¬ 
ment he left the room they threw the mixture into 
the afhes. Dr. Duncan has inferted at full 
length the depofition of thefe two women, and 
likevvife letters from Dr. Monro, Mr. Goodwin, 

(a ftudent 
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(a ftudent of phyfic who lodged in the next 
room to ■ the patient, and was prefent at every 
confutation of the two phyficians) and the pa^ 

_: i • 

tient himielf who now refides atLandwade in 
the neighbourhood * of Newmarket. Thefe 
letters give additional weight to the author’s 
narrative by confirming the truth of every part 
of it in which either of them was concerned. 

The pamphlet concludes with fome fevere 
/ftrittufes on the conduft of Dr. Jones and Dr. 
'Brown. 

• » r f. *\ ; f • m * 

2. A Narrative of a fingular Gouty Cafe* 
'with obfervations. By John Lee , M. D. Phy- 
fician at Bath, member of the College of Phy¬ 
ficians in London, and Fellow of the Royal 
Society. 8vo. T. Evans, London, 1782. 27 
pages. ; is, 

We have here the cafe of a patient who in his 
fixty-eighth year, after having been for twenty 
years fubjett to frequent returns of the gout, 
was fuddenly feized with a violent ftrangury, 
accompanied with a fever: thele fymptoms 
were removed in about a week, and foon after 
his recovery he obferved, every morning in the 
urine, which he had made the preceding nighe, 
a great quantity of fediment, of the confiftence 

of 
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of .glue diffolved in water. This fedimqit was 
of ,a pea green colour, and emitted a very of- 
fenfive fmell. The quantity of it. was generally 
a half pint in .three pints of urine. From that 
time till his death, whenever this humour was 
fupprefied or even diminilhed, he laboured un¬ 
der a lownefs of fpirits, ,lofs of appetite, fwelled 
legs or the gout, and he yfed to fay that aU 
thefe fymptoms proceeded from the fedirqents 
haying gone aft ray (as he termined it) for as 
loon as it began to return his complaints Jeftened, 
and he recovered his ufual ftate of Jiealth.w-In 
the year 1777 this fediment was fuddenly fup- 
preffed by his walking in marihy ground, and 
he was foon afterwards troubled with a fwelling 
of the right tefticle, and a fmart feyer. Thefe 
fymptoms were relieved by a return of the flimy 
appearance in the.urjne. At length in March 
1781, being then in his 77th year, foipe jrrer 
gularity in his mode pf living was fycpeded by 
a fevere cold, and brought on violent pains in 
his bowels, together with head ach and fever. 
The fediment, which had fo often relieved him 
by its return, was now fupprelTed for ever, and 
he died on the eleventh day of the diforder. 


His 
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His body was examined after death, and in* 
the bladder were found about two fpoonfuls of 
the fame kind of fediment which had fo often 
been obferved in his urine. One fide of the 
neck of the bladder appeared (lightly inflamed, 
and the proftaoe gland was fomcwhat enlarged. 

3. Memoire pour M. D’Oftertag, M. D. et 
accoucheur jure a Strafbourg, i. e. memorial io 
favour of M. Oftertag, M. D. fworn accou¬ 
cheur at Strafburgh. 4to. Stralburgh, 17 8 u 

39 P a & € *« •• 

A famous empirie, who ftiles hinjfelf the Count 
de CagHoftro, has lately made his appearance at 
Strafburgh* In the paper before us we are 
told that he employed the fame remedies for an 
hundred different difeafes, and that a great num-~ 
ber of perfons are laid to have fallen vi< 5 tims to 
his ignorance. Amongft other patients he was 
defired to vifit a poor woman in labour who had 
been under the care of our author. The Count 
adminiftered a few drops of forne elixir, as he 
called it, and the poor woman happening to be 
delivered foon after, this event was imputed to 
the medicine and Dr. Oftertag experienced a 
great-deal of calumny. ’Tis with a view to vin¬ 
dicate 
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die ate himfelf from fuch afperfion that htf ptib- 
lifhes this memorial. 

4 Difiertatio Inauguralis medica exhibens dd 
morbis nervorum obfervationes quaedam fingula- 
res. Auftore F. I. Bruckmann , Brurifviceiifi 410. 
Gotting 1780, p. 40. 

The author relates four tafes found among 
the papers of his father who was phyfician to 
rhe duke of Brunfwick. The firft is a cafe of 
St.Vitus’s dance, brought on in a young girl, by 
a fright, and cured by the bark. The fecond is 
a cafe of rheumatifm in which the nervous fvf- 

0 

tem was fingularly affetled. The third relates 
to a girl who was fubjeft to the gout, and became 
fo irritable as to have every kind of fpafm. In 
the fourth we have the hiftory of a nervous dif- 
order brought on by the repulfion of a cutaneous 
eruption. 

4. Experiences fue les vegetaux, &c. i. e . 
Experiments on vegetables, By John Ingenhonfz % 
Phyfician to their Imperial Majefties, &c. tran- 
fiated from the Englilh by the author. 8vo< 
Paris, 1780. 400 pages with plates. 

5. Difiertation chimique fue les Eaux minera- 
les de Lorraine, &c. i. e. A chemical difierta¬ 
tion on the mineral waters of Lorraine, a work 

for 
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for Which the author received the prize offered 
bf the academy of Nancy ✓ By M. Nicolas, 
demonftrator of c’nemiftry at Nancy- 8vq. 
Paris, 1780. 116 pages. 

6. Traitedes Eaux minerales de Chateldon,de 

celles de Vichy et de Hauterive en Bourbon* 
nois-, avec le detail de leurs proprietes medicinales 
ct leur analyfe. i. e.' A treatife on the mineral 
waters of Chateldon, and of thofe of Vichy and 
Hauterive in the province of Bourbonnois; with 
an account of their medicinal properties, and 
their analyfis. By M. Debreji , M. D. &c. 
12mo. Moulins, 1779. 359 pages. 

7. Efiai fur les alimens, pour fervir de com- 
mentaire aux livres dietetiques d’Hippocrate. 
i. e. An eBay on aliments, intended as a com¬ 
mentary on the dietetic books of Hippocrates. 
A new edition corre&ed and enlarged. By 
C. Lorry , M. D. &c. i2mo. Paris, 1781. 
2 vols. 

8 . Traite des proprietes et ufage de la douce 
amere, ou iblanum fcandens, dans le traitement 
de plufieurs maladies, et furtout des maladies 
dartreuses. i. e. A treatife on the properties and 
Ufe of the folanum dulcamara, in the treatment 
of feveral difeafes and particularly cutaneous 

eruptions. 
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eruptions. By M. Garrere, Regius Profeflor of 
phyfic, Cenfor Royal, formerly infpe&or of the 
mineral waters of Rouflillon, 8ce. 8vo; Parisj 
1781* 170 pages. « 

9. Memoires fur les obfervations meteorolo- 

giques faites i Franeker en Frife, pendant l’annee 
1779. *• e • Effays relative to the meteorologi¬ 
cal obfervations made at Pranekex in Friefland, 
1779. By M Van Swindon, Profeffor of Phi- 
lofophy in the Univerfity of Franeker. 8vo. 
Amfterdam, 1780. 336 pages. 1 

10. Parere Medico legale fopra un fetoa, &c. 
ue. a medico-legal confutation concerning a foetus 
that came into the world after a pregnancy of 
196 days. By Lewis Beffi* M. D. 4to. Floi 
rence* 1780. 16 pages. 

11. Traite generaledes peches, et hiftoire dea 
poiffons ou des animaux qui vivent dans feau. 
i. *. a general treatife on filheries, with a hiftory 
of fifties or of animals that live in water. By 
M. Duhamel du Monceau y of the Academy of 
Sciences. Vol, III. fe&. IX* 4to. Paris, 1781* 
with 27 copper-plates* 
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I. Philofopbical Lranfactions of the Royal Society 
of London , Vol. LXXI. /i?r /fo Tftjr 1781. 
PartW. $to. London , 1782, 318 pages, with 
17 copper plates. 
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O F the firft part of this volume we gave 
an account in our Journal for Septem¬ 
ber 1781. This fecond part contains 
twenty papers, but of thefe we fliall content our- 
felves with giving abftra&s of the three follow¬ 
ing: 

I. Some calculations of the number of accidents 
or deaths which happen in confequence of parturi¬ 
tion ; and of the proportion of male to female chil¬ 
dren r, as well as of twins , monjlrous productions^ 
and children that are dead horn ; taken from the 
Vol; II. N° II. Mid. 
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Midwifery reports of the JVeJlminJler General Dif* 
penfary : with an attempt to afcertain the chance 

* of life at different periods^from infancy to twenty-fix 
years of age \ and likewife the proportion of natives 
to the rejl of the inhabitants of London. In a letter 
from Robert Bland, M. D. phyfician man-midwife 
to the Wiflminfier General Difpenfary , to Samuel 
Foart Simmons, M. D. F. R. S. 

Dr. Smellie has curforily mentioned, for the 
encouragement of his pupils, the fmall propor¬ 
tion of preternatural and laborious births to the 
natural; but he omitted to extend his views 
farther, or to point out the proportionate num*. 
ber of confequent accidents, which might occur 
to retard or prevent the recovery of the woman, 
although this is not lefs neceffary to be known 
than the former. With a view to thefe and other 
ufeful purpofes, we are' here prefented with a 
variety of interefting data founded on a regifter 
kept by the author at the Weftminfter General 
Difpenfary, from its firft inftitution in 1774 to 
1781, and in which he has carefully noted, 
1. The ages of the feveral women; 2. che 
number of children they had borne; 3. the fexes 
of the children; 4. the number of children they 
had been able to preferve; 5. the place orcoun- 

* try where they and. their hufbands were born; 

6. the 

1 • ”* 
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6. the accident.*? that attended, or were the con- 
fequences of parturition; 7. the fexes of the 
children delivered ; 8. the- number of twins or 
triplets; 9. the number of children that wer& 
deficient or monftrous; 10. the number of chil¬ 
dren that were dead born, or (where the account 
could be procured with certainty) who died 
within four or five weeks from their birth. 

From this regifter Dr. Bland has compofed 
feveral interefting tables, which, together with 
his cQmments on each, are well deferving the 
public attention. 

The firft table is calculated to (hew the pro¬ 
portion of difficult labours, and of the accidents 
or deaths that happen in confequence of partu¬ 
rition. From this table it appears that of 1897 
women, 1792 had natural labours, not attended 
with any particular accident ; of the remaining 
105, 63, or 1 in 30, had unnatural labours •, in 
18 of thefe, or 1 in 105, the feet prefented *, in 
36, or 1 in 32, the breech; in 8 the arms; and in 
1 the funis prefented. Seventeen women, or 1 in 
m, had laborious labours: in 8 of thefe, or 1 
in 236, the heads of the children were lefiened ; 
in 4 a fingle blade of the forceps was ufed ; and 
in the remaining 5, in which the faces of the 
children were turned to the pubes, the delivery 

Q^2 was 
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was accomplifhed by the pains. One womaq 
had convulfions about the feventh month of her 
pregnancy, and w^s delivered a month after of . 
a dead child, and recovered. Anqther had con¬ 
vulfions during labour $ brought forth a live 
ehild, and recovered. Nine women, or i in 210, 
had uterine hemorrhage before and during la¬ 
bour ; of thefe, one died undelivered j another 
a few hours, and a third ten days after delivery, 
but the other fix recovered. Five women had 
the puerperal fever, of whom four died. Two 
were feized with mania, but recovered in abou$ 
three months. In oqe woman a fuppuration took 
place, foon after labour, from the vagina intq 
the bladder and redlum; this patient recovered, 
but the urine and (tools continued to pafs through 
the wounds. In another woman the perinaeum 
was lacerated to the fphindter ani. A future was 
attempted, but without effedt; {he recovered, 
but is troubled with prolapfus uteri. Five others 
had large and painful fwellings of the legs and 
thighs but recovered. 

In two women, we are told, the uterus was 
retroverted in the third or fourth month of 
pregnancy •, but in both was replaced without 
any bad confequence. 

Befides the accidents above-mentioned* Dr. 

. Bland 
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rable portion of the cranium was wanting. The 
eighth had two heads. Dr. Bland’s account of 
this extraordinary foetus is accompanied by a 
very elegant engraving by Bafire, as is likewife - 
his defcription of another fmgular monftrous 
production. Eighty-four of the children, or i 
in 23 of the whole number were dead born *, of 
thefe 49 were boys and 35 were girls. 

Of 1400 women who returned their letters, 
or of whom a certain account could be obtained, 
85, or nearly 1 in 16, had buried their children 
before the end of two months. Of the number 
dead in this period 53, or 5 in 8, were boys, 
and 32 girls. 

This lingular circumftance of there being a 
greater number of males than females among 
the (till-born children, and of a greater number 
of male children dying in infancy than of fe¬ 
males, has been remarked by Dr. Price and 
other writers on calculations; and Dr. Hay- 
garth has (hewn that at Chefter more hufbands 
die in a given period than wives. This natu- 

* By dead-born children. Dr. Bland means thofe which 
die after they have been perceived to move, that is generally 
after five months. Abortions or deaths before that period, 
he thinks, may reafonably be eftimated at double this 
number; fo that, perhaps, 1 child in 8 dies in the womb, 
or in the ad of coining into the world. 
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rally fuggefts an enquiry, whether the lives of 
- males are at all ages more precarious than thole 
of females ? To be enabled to affift in anlwer- 
ing this queftion, our author has added the 
following article to his regifter, viz. of the 
number of children that lhall be living at the 
time the women apply for their letters, how 
many will be boys and how.many girls? The 
' refult of this enquiry will probably be the fub- 
je< 5 t of a future paper. 

The third table relates to the ages at which 
women begin and ceafe to be capable of bearing 
children, and to the intermediate periods at which 
they are molt fo.—It appears that of 2102 preg¬ 
nant women, 85* were from 15 to 20 years of 
age; 578 from 21 to 25; 699 from 26 to 30; 
407 from 31 to 35; 291 from 36 t0 40; 3 6 
from 41 to 45; and 6 from 46 to 49. 

We are next prefented with two tables begun 
fome time after the preceding ones, and which 
lhew the number of children borne by 1389 wo¬ 
men, with the number that were living at the 

* Thirty-fix of thefe, the author obferves, were from 
if to 19, and of tbefe one was between 15 and 16; a 
fecond between 16 and 17; three between 17 and 18; ten 
between i€ and 19; and twenty-one between 19 and z<J. 


time 



■'time of their applying to the Difp.enfiry. Thefc 
tables ferve to prove how exceedingly fertile the 
women of the poorer claffes in this country are, 
and at the fame time how unable to rear any 
confiderable number of Children; for although 
32 1 of the Women had borne fix children and 
upwards efcch, and were all again pregnant, ig 
-only of them had been able to rear fix or more 
children^ and although 102 of the women had 
borne nine children and upwards each, only one 
-bf diem had been able to preferve that number 
living. Our author attributes this great mortality 
amongft the children to the poverty of the parents, 
which prevents their taking the neceffary care 
of, or even affording fufficient nourifhment and 
eloathing to their offspring. 

We are next prefented with fome ingenious 
fpeculations relative to the chance of life from 
infancy to 26 yclars of age in London* From 
our author’s inquiries on this fubjeft he fuppofes 
that of 5400 perfons only 1620, or 3-ioths 
Would be living at the end of 26 years. 

The paper clofes with a comparative table of 
the population of London, from which it appears 
that of 3236 married perfons, 824 were born 
fo London i 1870 in the different counties of 



Hngland and Wales; 209 in Scotland; 280 in. 
Ireland; and that 53 were foreigners. 

Dr. Bland obferves, that of thofe bom in 
London, there were one-fifth more women than 
men. This he .accounts for by fuppofing that 
a greater number of males die or migrate before 
they'attain a marriageable age than women. He 
alio finds that of the Scotch and of the foreign¬ 
ers the women are in proportion to the men as 
about 1 to 3; but that of the Irifh they are 
as 3 to 7. 

II. Account of a child who had the fmall pox 
in the womb. In a letter front William Wright, 
M. D. F. R. S. to John Hunter, Elq. F. R. S. 

From the obfervations adduced by Mr. Hun¬ 
ter in the Pbilofophical Tranfaftions, vol. 70, and 
by Dr. Bland in the London Medical Journal , 
vol. 2. it feems clearly to be proved that the 
foetus is capable of receiving the variolous in¬ 
fection in utero. This curious faCt is (till further 
corroborated by the paper before us. It relates 
to a female negro in Jamaica, who had the fmall 
pox in the natural way when big with child. 
They were few, diftinft and large, and fhe went 
through the difeafe with very little trouble, till 
on the fourteenth day from the eruption fhe was 
attacked with a fever, which laded only a few 

Vol. II. N° II. R hours. 
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hours. She was, however, the fame day taken 
in labour, and delivered of a female child with 
the fmall pox on her whole body, head, and ex¬ 
tremities. They were diftinft and very large, 
fuch as they commonly appear on the eighth or 
ninth day in favourable cafes. The infant died 
vthe third day after its birth, but the mother re¬ 
covered. 

Dr. Wright adds, that in the courfe of many 
years practice in Jamaica, he has remarked, that 
where pregnant women have been feized with the 
natural fmall pox, or been by miftake inocu¬ 
lated, they have generally mifcarried in the time 
of; or foon after, the eruptive fever; but that 
he never faw any figns of fmall pox on the bodies 

of any of the children, excepting the one above 

* 

mentioned. 

III. Experiments on the power that animals , when 
placed in certain circumjlances , pojfefs of producing 
cold. By Adair Crawford, M. D. Communicated 
hy Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. P. R. S. 

From the firft dawnings of philofophy it muft 
have been perceived, that moft animals have a 
higher temperature than the medium in which 
they live; and that a conftant fuccefiion of frefli 
air is necefiary to the fupport of animal life. 
The caufes of thefe phenomera have afforded 


matter 
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matter for much fpeculation in ancient as well ai 
modern times: but the discovery that animals 
have, in certain circumftances, the power of 
keeping themfelves at a lower temperature than 
the furrounding medium was referved for - the 
induftry of the prefent age. 

This difcovery feems originally to have arifen 
from obfervations on the heat of the human 


body in warm climates. It was mentioned by 
Governor Ellis in 1758 ; it was taught by Dr. 
Cullen before the year 1765 • and at length it 
was completely eftablilhed by the experiments 
of Dr. Fordyce in heatecf rooms, which were 
laid before the Royal Society in 1774. 

Various opinions have been entertained with 
regard to the caufe of the fatts which were efta- 
blilhed by thefe experiments; fome have attri¬ 
buted the cold folely to evaporation ; others have 
maintained that it did not arife folely from this 
caufe, • but depended partly upon the energy of 
the vital principle, being greater than what would 
have been produced by an equal mafs of inani¬ 
mate matter.-r-The experiments before us were 
made with a view to determine this point with 


greater certainty. The ingenious author has 
prefaced his account of them with a few re¬ 
marks on the progreffive improvements which 
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have been made in the knowledge of heat in 
general, 

To difcover whether the cold produced by a* 
living animal placed in air hotter than its body* 
be not greater than what could be produced by 
an equal mafs of inanimate matter* Dr. Craw¬ 
ford took a living frog, equally moift, and of 
nearly the fame bulk, the former of which was 
at 67°, and the latter at 68°', and laid them 
upon flannel in air which had been raifed to 160? •, 
in two minutes, when the air was at 162 0 , the 
dead frog was at 72 0 * and the living frog at 
68°, and at the end of 25 minutes the dead frog 
was at 8 i£ and the living frog at 78$, the tem¬ 
perature of the air being then at 95 0 . The 
internal heat of both animals was found to be 
the fame with that at the furface.—In this ex¬ 
periment the living frog acquired heat more 
flowly than the dead one. Hence our author 
concludes that its vital powers mull have been 
active in the generation of cold. 

To determine whether the cold produced in 
* this inftance depended folely upon the evapora¬ 
tion from the furface, increafed by the energy 
of the vital principal, a liying and dead frog 
were taken at 75 0 , and i.mmerfcd in water at 
93 0 , the living frog being placed in ftich actu¬ 
ation 
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ation as not to interrupt refpiration,-—In one mi¬ 
nute the dead frog was at 85° and the living one 
at 8 i°i at the end of 5, 6, and 8 minutes the heat 
of both was ftationary, that of the dead frog be¬ 
ing 9ii°, and that of the living frog 89*.—In 
a note to this experiment the author oblervcs* 
that the water, by the cold frogs and the agita- 
- tion it fuffered during their immerlion, was re¬ 
duced nearly to 91 

Thefe experiments prove that living frogs 
have the faculty of refilling heat, or producing 
cold, when immerfed in warm water, while the 
experiments of Dr. Fordyce prove, that the hu¬ 
man body has the fame power in a moiil as well 
as in a dry air; Dr. Crawford therefore thinks 
it highly probable that this power does not de¬ 
pend folely upon evaporation. 

He has obferyed that healthy frogs, in an 
atmofphere above 70°, keep themfelves at a 
lower temperature than the external air, but 
are warmer internally than at the furface of 
their bodies; for when the air was 77 0 , a frog 
was found to be 68°, the thermometer being 
placed in contact with the fkin; but when the 
thermometer was introduced into the flomach* 
it rofe to 70I 0 . 

He has Kkewife found tha; an apimal of the 

fame 
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fame fpecics placed in water at 6i°, was nearly 
6i^° at the furface, while internally it was 66f °. 
Thefe obfervations, however, we are told, ex¬ 
tend only to frogs living in air or water at the 
common temperature of the atmofphere in fum- 
mer, as they do not hold good with rdpe£V to 
thofe animals, when plunged fuddenly into a 
warm medium, as in the preceding experiments. 

To determine whether other animals alfo have 
the power of producing cold, when furrounded 
with water above the flandard of their natural 
heat, a dog at io2° r was immerfed in water 
at 114 0 , the thermometer being clofely applied 
to the Ikin under the axilla, and fo much of 
his head being uncovered as to allow him a free 
refpiration. 

In 5 minutes the dog was 108 9 , water 112 0 

6 1 - • ■ - 109 — 112 

11 — - 108 — 112 

the refpiration having become very rapid. 

In about half an hour the dog was 109°, 
water 112 0 , the animal was then in a very lan¬ 
guid ftate. 

Small quantities of blood being drawn from an 
artery and a vein, the temperature did not feem fo 
much increafed above the natural Hansard, and 
the fenfible heat; of both feemed to be nearly the 

fame, 
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Tame. The venous blood, however, inftead. of 
its ufual dark red hue, had acquired very 
nearly the bright florid colour of the arterial; 
the animal which was the fubjed: of this expe¬ 
riment had been previoufly weakened by lofing 
a confiderable quantity of blood a few days be¬ 
fore. When the experiment was repeated with 
dogs which had not fuffered a fimilar evacuation, 
the change in the colour of the venous blood 
was more gradual, but was ftill fo remarkable, 
that the blood which was taken in the warm 
bath could readily be diftinguifhed from that 
which had been taken from the fame vein before 
immerfion by thofe who were unacquainted with 
the motives cr circumftances of the experiment. 

To difcover whether a flmilar change would 
be produced in the colour of the venous blood, 
in hot air, a dog at 102? was placed in air at 
i 34 °- 

In ten minutes the temperature of the dog 
was 104!°, that of the air being 130°. In 
fifteen minutes the dog was 106S the air 130°; 
a fmall quantity of blood was then taken from . 
the jugular vein, the colour of which was fen- 
fibly altered, being much lighter than in the na¬ 
tural ftate.—Dr. Crawford is inclined to confider 
this effeft of external heat upon the colour of 


venous 
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venous blood, as a confirmation of the follow¬ 
ing opinion, which was firft fuggefted to him by- 
Mr. Wilfon of Glafgow, viz. admitting that the 
fenfible heat of animals depends upon the repa¬ 
ration of abfolute heat from the blood by means 
of its union with thq phlogiftic principle in the 
minute veflfels, may there not be a certain tem¬ 
perature at which that fluid is no longer capable 
of combining with phlogifton, and at which it 
muft of courfe ceafe to give off heat ? 

From the preceding fa&s our ingenious au¬ 
thor proceeds to explain what appears to him to 
be the true caufes of the cold produced by ani¬ 
mals when placed in a temperature which is 
above the ftandard of their natural heat. 

He begins with recapitulating fome paffages 
of his Eflfay on animal heat publilhed fome time 
ago, and in which having attempted to prove 
that animal heat depends upon the reparation of 
elementary fire from the air in the procefs of re- 
fpiration, he obferved, that when an animal is 
placed in a warm medium, if the evaporation 
from the lungs be increafed to a certain degree, 
the whole of the heat feparated from the air will 
be abforbed by the aqueous vapour. 

From the experiments on venous and arterial 
blood, recited in the third feftion of that work, 

it 
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it appears, that the capacity of the blood for con-* 
taining heat is fo much augmented in the lungs, 
that, if its temperature were not fupported by 
the heat which is leparated from the air, in the 
procefs of refpiration, it would fink 30°. Hence, 
we are told, if the evaporation from the lungs 
be fo much increafed as to carry off the whole 
of the heat that is detached from the air, the 
arterial blood when it returns by the pulmonary 
vein will have its fenfible heat greatly diminilhed, 
and will confequently abforb heat from the vefiels 
that are in contact with it and from the parts 
adjacent. Dr. Crawford thinks, that the heat 
which is thus abforbed in the greater vefiels, 
will again be extricated in the capillaries, where 
the blood receives a frelh addition of phlogifton. 

• If in thefe circumftances, the blood during each 
revolution were to be equally impregnated with 
this latter principle, it is manifeft, that the whole 
effett of the above procefs would be to cool the 
fyftem at the center, and to heat it at the fur- 
face. But from our author’s experiments which 
have been laft recited, it appears that in a heated 
medium the venous blood, inftead of acquiring 
the dark livid hue which Dr. Prieftley with good 
reafon fuppol'es to depend upon its combination 
with phlogiftotvin tfye minute veffels, becomes 
Vol. II. N° 14 1 S gra. 
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gradually paler and paler in its colour. From, 
this circumftance Dr. Crawford thinks we may 
conclude, that in a heated medium the blood 
does not attradb an equal quantity of the phto- 
giftic principle, and that as the quantity of heat 
given off by the blood in the capillaries will not 
be equal to that which it had ablorbed in the 
greater vefiels, pofitive cold will be produced. 
Thus, if the blood, for example, in its pafiage 
to the capillaries, abforb from the greater vefiels 
a quantity of heat as 30°, and in confequence of 
its being lefs impregnated with phlogifton than 
formerly, it gives off at the extreme vefiels a 
quantity of heat only as 20°, a degree of refri¬ 
geration will be produced as io°, and this caufe 
of refrigeration will continue to adt while the 
venous blood is gradually afiuming the hue of 
the arterial, till the difference between them is 
obliterated, after which it will ceafe to operate. 
Hence it appears, that when animals are placed 
in a warm medium, the fame procefs which for* 
merly fupplied them with heat, becomes for a 
time the inftrument of producing cold. 

Upon the whole, our author confiders the in- 
creafed evaporation, the diminution of that power 
by which the blood in the natural ftate is im¬ 
pregnated with phlogifton, and the conftant re¬ 
flux 
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flux of the heated fluids towards the internal 
parts, as the great caufes upon which the refri¬ 
geration depends. 

Having found that the attraction of the blood 
to phlogifton was diminifhed by heat, he thought 
it probable, on the other hand, that it would be 
increafed by cold. To determine this, a dog at i oo° 
was immerfed in water nearly at 45 0 . In about 
a quarter of an hour a fmall quantity of blood 
was taken from the jugular vein, which was evi¬ 
dently much deeper in its colour than that which 
had been taken in the warm bath. 

Dr. Crawford obferves, that from this expe¬ 
riment, compared with thofe which have been 
recited above, we may perceive the reafon why 
animals preferve an equal temperature, notwith- 
ftanding the great variations in the heat of the 
atmofphere; for as Toon as by expofure to exter¬ 
nal cold, an unufual difiipation of the vital heat 
is produced, the blood begins to be more deeply 
impregnated with the phlogiftic principle; that 
it will therefore furnifh a more copious fupply of 
this principle to the air in the lungs, and will 
imbibe a greater quantity of fire in return: that 
in fummer on the contrary, the reverfe of this will 
take place, and hence the power of generating 
heat is in all cafes proportioned to the demand*, 
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and laftly, that from the changes which are pro¬ 
duced in the colour of the venous hlood by heat 
and cold, we may likewife perceive the reafon 
why the temperature of the body is frequently 
increafed by plunging fuddenly into cold water, 
and why the warm bath has fuch powerful effects 
in cooling the fyftem, and in removing a general 
or partial tendency to inflammation. 

The other papers contained in this volume 
are, Experiments upon gunpowder, by Benjamin 
Thompion, Efq. F. R. S. — An account of a lu¬ 
minous appearance in the heavens , by Mr. Tib. 
Cayallo, F. R. S. —Of an earthquake at Hafcdu- 
nos near Denbigh , by John Lloyd, Efq. F. R. S. 
— r-On the heat of the water in the Gulf fir earn, by 
Charles Blagden, M. D. F. R. S. — Of the ap¬ 
pearance of the foil on opening a well at Hanby in 
Lincolnfhire, by Sir Henry C. Englefield, Bart. 
F. R. and A. S. — AJtron. obfervations, by Nath. 
Pigott, Efq. F.R.S.— Abjlraft of a regijler of thq 
barometer , thermometer, and rain, at Lyndon in 
Rutland, 1780, by Thomas Barker, Efq. — Na¬ 
tural hiftory of the infett which produces the gum 
lacca, by Mr, James Kerr of Patna. — Ac¬ 
count of a phenomenon obferved upon the ijland of 
Sumatra , by William Marfden, Efq.-—Farther 
experiments on cold , made at the NIacfar lane obfer- 
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wtory belonging to Glafgow college , by Patrick 
Wilfon, M. A. (fee Vol. I. of our Journal, page 
443 )—A general theory for the menfuration of the 
angle fubtended by two objebls, &c. by George 
Atwood, M. A. F. R. S .—An account of the 
Ophidium barbatum Linnaei, by P. M. Auguftus 
Brouffonet, M. D .—A further account of the ufe* 
fulnefs of wafhing the ferns of trees, by Mr. Robert 
Marfbam, of Stratton, F. R. S .—Hints relating 
to the ufe which may be made of the tables of na¬ 
tural and logarithmic fmes,. tangents, &c. in the 
numerical refolution of adfefted equations, by Wil¬ 
liam Wales, F.R. S.—- Account of a comet , by Mr. 
Herfchel, F. R. S .—A letter from Mr. Jofeph 
Willard, concerning the longitude of Cambridge in 
New England.—An account offome thermometrical 
experiments, by Tiberius Cava Ho, F. R. S. 


II. Memoir es de NAcademie Imperiale et Roy ale 
des Sciences et Belles Lettres de Bruxelles, i. e. 
Memoirs of the Imperial and Royal Academy 
of Sciences and Belles Lettres of Bruffels, 4to. 
Bruffels, Yol. I. 1778. Vols. II. and III. 1780. 

T HE Academy of fciences atBruflels, founded 
in the year 1769, have already publifhed 
> three 
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three volumes of their trqnfafrions. Each vo¬ 
lume is divided into two parts, one of which 
under the head of Journal des Seances , exhibits a 
' view of the bufinefs of each meeting, together 
with an analyfis of fuch papers as have been read 
before the academy, and which they have not 
thought iit to publilh at length. The fecond 
part of the volume is allotted to the Memoirs. 

The First of thefe three volumes affords us 
only two medical papers. One of thefe is an ac¬ 
count of the mineral waters of Sauchoir , by the 
.Abbe p? WtfTRY.; the other is written by M. 
ue Beunie, phyfician at Antwerp, and contains 
fame clfervatwns on the diforder , which is fome- 
times occafioned by the eating of mufcles. The 
author afpribes it to a fmaVl fea infeft, a fpecies 
of fella marina , which fometimes lodges itfelf in 
the mufcle, and whofe fpawn is fb cauftic, that 
even when applied outwardly to the fkin, it 
produces itching and fwellings that are in a high 
degree painful. The remedy prefcribed in thele 
cafes'byDr. de Beunie is vinegar; and he recom¬ 
mends abflinence from thefe fhell-fifh during 
’May, June,, July, and Auguft, the months in 
which the infeft In queftion is generally to be 
imet with. 

We proceed now i:o the .Si con'd volume— 

. ’ ' : The 
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The firft part or Journal contains an analyfis of 
a Memoir on the contagious difeafe of horned cattle , 
by the Abbe Needham, diredor of the aca-. 
demy. This author divides the difeafcs of' or¬ 
ganized bodies into two clafies, the firft of which 
includes fuch as are inflammatory from an excels 
of vital power, and the fecond thofe which are 
putrid or gangrenous from a defed of that 
power. He ranks the contagious difeafe, which 
is the fubjed of his paper, among the latter, and 
in the treatment of it recommends anrifeptics, 
and particularly common fait, as the moft effi¬ 
cacious remedies. 

In the fecond part of the volume we find a 
Memoir on the pernicious ejfefts of mufcles t by M. 
du Rondeau, which is intended as a fupplement 
to Dr. de Beunie’s paper on the fame fubjed juft 
now fpoken of. 

Three cafes are related in the prelent Eflay, 
which prove that mufcles are as liable to pro¬ 
duce dangerous effeds in April, September, and 
Odober, as in either of the four months menti¬ 
oned by M. de Beunie. M. du Rondeau is con¬ 
vinced that the boiling of mufcles does not de¬ 
prive them of their deleterious qualities. This 
fad, we believe, has long been pretty gene¬ 
rally known. He next prefents us with a view 

of 
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of the fymptoms produced by the poifon of 
thefe fhell-fifli, and of which, as it is related with 
great accuracy, we (hall give a literal tranflation. 

“ The figns which announce the noxious ef- 
tc fe£ts of boiled mufcles, are an univerfal unea- 
“ finefs or numbnefs, that commonly takes place 
“ three or four hours'after they have been eaten. 
“ Thefe fymptoms are fucceeded by a tightnefs 
“ of the throat, a fenfe of heat about the head 
“ and eyes, immoderate third:, naufea and fome- 
“ times vomiting. If the patient has the good 
46 fortune to vomit up the whole of the veno- 
“ mous matter, this evacuation is generally fuf- 
46 ficient to flop the progrefs of the complaint, 
44 but if he brings up none or only a part of the 
“ noxious fubftance, the diforder becomes more 
44 or lefs alarming, according to the quantity of 
* c deleterious matter in the firft pafiages, and 
44 according to the particular conftitution of the 
“ patient. The want of a fufficient evacuation 
“ by vomit encreafes the tightnefs of the throat, 
46 and the fwelling of the face, eyes, and tongue-, 
44 all the parts within the mouth appear inflamed, 
“ and as it were excoriated, and the rednefs foon 
fpreads to the outer furface, appearing firft in 
“ the face, and extending from thence to the 

“ neck. 
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et neck, breaft, and abdomen, and by degrees 
“ over the whole body. 

“ This particular eruption is the fymptom the 
“ mod: diftinguiffiing and charadteriftic of the 
“ malignancy of mufcles; it is conftantly ac- 
“ compariied with a kind of delirium, with a 
u fingular unealinefs, and an infupportable itch* 
“ ing; it has no affinity with the eruption pro* 
“ duced by the eryfipelatous fever, with the 
“ fcarlatina, mealies, purpura urticata , or any 
“ other known fpecies of red eruption: it has 
“ thefe particularities, viz. that it never appears 
“ unlefs mufcles have been eaten ; that it is not 
“ preceded by fever; that it is accompanied by 
“ fymptoms which appear united in no other 
“ dileafe; and laltly, that the whole furface of 
“ the body, tho’ redder than in any other eruptive 
“ difeafe, appears as it were fpotted with an in- 
** finite number of red fpots of a deeper red than 
“ the reft of the fkin. Thefe points are infi- 
“ nitely fmaller than a millet feed • if we exa- 
u mine them through a lens, we fee diftin&ly 
“ that they are the openings or pores of the 
“ cuticle, which leaves minute fpots of the cutis 
“ expofed to our view, while the rednefs which 
“ is feen only through the epidermis, appears of 
“ a paler hue.” 

Vpl. II. N° II. 
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Our author, as we have feen, fuppofes this 
eruption to be an effect peculiar to mufcles, but 
in perfons of a particular idiofyncrafy we have 
obferved it brought on by falmon, Peruvian 
bark, and other fubftances. 

The hiftory we have tranfcribed is follow¬ 
ed by an account of two anomalous cafes; in 
one of which the patient was affiiftcd with vio- 
lent fpafms, without any attendant erruption. 
No medicines could be adminiftered by the 
mouth, but relief was obtained by glyfters. In 
the other the difeafe terminated in a gangrenous 
fore throat, from which the patient with diffi¬ 
culty recovered. 

M. du Rondeau agrees with M. de Beunie with 
regard to the efficacy of vinegar given internally 
as an antidote to this pcifon. He has likewife 
experienced excellent effects from its external 
ufe. He allures us that by walking the whole 
furface of the body for about half an hour, 
with vinegar and water, he has feldom failed to 
remove the difagreeable itching that accompa¬ 
nies the eruption, and to bring on a fweat which 
has fpeedily terminated the complaint. 

The paper concludes with an account of a 
pretty certain method of depriving mufcles of 
their poifonous quality. It confifts in walhing 

them 
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them firft with water and afterwards with vinegar 
previoufly to their being boiled in an earthen pot 
with vinegar and water, and a few grains of Ja¬ 
maica pepper. Similar precautions are to be 
taken if the fifh is drefled in its fhell. This prac¬ 
tice, we are told, has been adopted by upwards 
of an hundred families, and with the moft uni¬ 
form fuccefs. 

At the end of the volume are extracts from 
two meteorological diaries kept at Brufiells in 
1775 and 1776. 

The Third Volume contains an account of the 
Medicinal Leech , by M. du Rondeau, accom¬ 
panied with an engraving. This infedt, which 
our author informs us is not defcribed by Lin¬ 
naeus, or any other writer, is compofed of 
105 cartilaginous rings covered by the cu¬ 
tis, and connedled by ftrong thick mufcles 
that are endued with fingular irritability. Its 
mouth is oval (not triangular, as fome writers 
afifert) when it fixes itfelf to any fubftance, and 
quadrangular when the animal is at reft. The 
teeth, which are three in number, are rounded, 
white, cartilaginous, moveable at their bafis by 
means of a ligament, and fo fituated that they 
ferve to pinch the fkin while it is drawn upwards 
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by the fu&ion of the mouth. Contiguous tq 
each tooth is a fort of minute nipple, for fo our 
author terms it, compofed of an elaftic fpongy 
fubftance, and terminating in a membranous 
canal furnifhed with a valve. This canal leads 
to the ftomach, which is a large mufcular bag, 
communicating with the inteftinal canal. The 
latter, begins about the 22d or 23d ring, and 
extends along the two fides of the infeft to 
the anus, forming twelve bags on each fide, and 
is furnifhed with an infinite number of valves 
which prevent the return of the food towards 
the ftomach. 

This infect is an hermaphrodite. Its uterus, 
which is fhaped like a pear, is fituated immedi¬ 
ately under the ftomach, and the neck of it termi¬ 
nates in a membranous canal, which opens exter¬ 
nally between the 24th and 2 5th ring. A leminal 
duct from each of the two veJicul*feminaksY\\emte 
opens into the fame canal, the mouth of which 
\s furniftied with a ring formed by the fkin. A 
Jittle under this ring is fituated the heart, which 
is a flefty bag of a conical but irregular ftape, 
and furnifhed at its balls with an appendage 
which feems intended for an auricle. The heart 
is attached to the back by means of the large 
vefiels. 

Our 




Our author has not been able to difcover any 
organs of vifion or hearing in this infe< 5 t. It is 
likewife deftitute of lungs; and he has found by 
experiments that its life can be fupported in oil, 
or under an exhaulled receiver, as well as in water 
or the open air. He has obferved, however, 
that although it is capable of living for a long 
time without air and without food, yet that it 
cannot take the latter in •vacuo , for on placing 
four leeches and fome frelh blood under the re- 
ceiver, they immediately began to fuck the blood, 
but quitted it as foon as the air was exhaulled. 
This experiment was repeated feveral times. 

This volume likewife contains; i. an EJJay 
on the poifonous quality of lead, by M. de Beunie, 
which though judicioufly written affords us no 
new obfervations on the fubjeft; 2. an EJfay , by 
Abbe Marci, on the befi means of tinning vef- 
fels for culinary ufes> in which he recommends 
block-tin lor this purpofe; 3. an hijlorical and 
phyfical effay on the orichalcum of the ancients ; 
preceded by fome obfervations on the lapis terofus 
of Pliny , by M. de Launay. The author’s 
views in this paper are to prove that the orichal¬ 
cum was not, as fome have fuppofed, a metal 
which is no longer known to us, but a compo- 
fition of copper and zinc, fimilar to our brafs and 
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Pinchbeck-, and that Pliny has fallen into an 
error in giving the name of lapis cerofus to lapis 
calaminaris upon a fuppofition of its being a 
copper ore. Much erudition is difplayed in 
thefe enquiries. 4. Refults of meteorological ob¬ 
fervations made in the year 1770 at Franeker in 
Friejland, by M. Van Swinden, profejfor of phi - 
lofophy , &c. 5. Extracts from three meteorologi¬ 

cal diaries kept at Bruffels in 1777, 1778, and 
1779. 


111 . Kongl. Vetenfkaps Academiens Handlingar far 
Ar. 1778, i. e. Memoirs of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences of Sweden for the year 1778. 8vo. 
Stockholm. 


j (OBSERVATIONS on the climate of Sweden 
with regard to heat and cold , by Peter War- 
gentin, Secretary to the Academy , &c. This paper 
is the refult of twenty years obfervations, and is 
intended as a fupplement to a former paper on 
the fame fubjeft, which our author communi¬ 
cated to the Academy twenty years ago. The 
two papers include a feries of 39 years. The 
obfervations were made with Celfius s thermo¬ 
meter, which is but little known out of Sweden; 
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in quoting them we (hall therefore reduce them 
to Fahrenheit’s fcale, which we could wifli to 
fee univerfally adopted by all the learned in 
Europe, as the different thermometers of.de 
Lille, de Reauniur, &c. which are at prefent in 
ufe in different countries, ferve only to confufe 
the philofophical reader. 

It feems that in Sweden the weather is not 
confidered as cold till the mercury has fallen 
five degrees below o. In the courfe of 39 years 
the coldeft day was the 7th of January 1760, 
when the thermometer funk 20 degrees below* a. 
> In the fummet of 1775, which was remark¬ 
able for its warmth, the mercury rofe 41 times 
to 75 0 , and 9 times to 87°. 

Our author obferves that the changes in the 
temperature of the atmofphere are very fudden. 
The mean height of the thermometer in Sweden 
is faid to be about 42 °. 

II. An account of the Bezoar generated in the 
Jtomach of horfes in Japan , by C. P. Thun berg, 
M. D.—This lubftance, which when broken, ap¬ 
pears to be compofed of different ftrata, without 
any nucleus, is met with of different fizes. The 
phyfician to the emperor of Japan made a pre¬ 
fent to our author of one which weighed two 
pounds and fix ounces. 


III. 
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III. An account of four cafes of hydrocele cured 
by cauftic , by Sir Olaus Acrel, Knt. M. D. &c. 
This paper is communicated to the academy 
by Dr. Gahn, who has added a fifth cafe of the 
fame kind from his own obfervation, together 
with fome general remarks on the treatment of 
hydroceles, in which he gives the preference to a 
fmall cauftic applied after Mr. Elfe’s method. 

IV- A remarkable cafe , by A. Sparrman, M. D. 

.—We have here an account of a patient, who 
after taking Madame Nouffer’s remedy (the fern 
root) for a fuppofed tasnia, voided a confide* 
rable quantity of nymph* of the mufca meteorica . 
Our author fuppofes that the eggs of thefe in* 
feds were brought into the body through the 
anus, in the fame manner as thofe of the cefirus 
hcemorrhoidalis are known to be introduced into 
the inteftinal canal of horfes. 

V. A cafe of Catalepfy , by M. Hiontzberg.— 
The fubjed of this- cafe was a man of a melan¬ 
cholic temperament, and the difeafe was accom* 
panied with a locked jaw; clyfters, venasfedions, 
warm bathing, finapifms, and a variety of other 
remedies were prefcribed, and on the fourth day 
the patient began to recover the faculty of (wal¬ 
lowing. A dofe of fal amarus was then exhibited* 

and 




[ 145 ] 


and the patient had feveral foetid mucous ftools 
Which Teemed to haften his recovery. 

The fame writer communicates an account of 
an oflification in the cavity of the aorta near the 
left ventricle of the heart, which produced vio¬ 
lent palpitation and difficulty of breathing. 

VI. Cafe of a woman who was bit by a viper , 
by M. Hof berg.—The patient was bit in the 
arm, and the fymptoms excited were a fwelling 
of the limb, heat, fhivering, fieknefs at the fto- 
mach, anxietyj and difficulty of breathings Our 
author, who was called to her half an hour after 
the accident, directed the whole arm to be fre¬ 
quently bathed with olive oil, and a table fpoon- 
ful of the fame oil to be given internally, at 
firft, every half hour, and afterwards every hour, 
till (he vomited. On the fecond day the patient 
fweated profufely, and the fwelling and other 
fymptoms difappeated.- The author informs us 
that the efficacy of olive oil has been repeatedly 
experienced in Sweden, as an antidote to the 
poifon of the viper. 

Sir Olaus Acrel -has added fome remarks by 
way of fupplerr.ent to this paper. He recom¬ 
mends, in cafes of this fort, a treatment fimilar 
to that which has been of late advifed againft 
the bite of a mad dog, and which confifts in pro* 
Vo l. II. N° II. U moting 



moting a difcharge from the wound by means 
of cantharides, mezereum, or fome other irri¬ 
tating fubftance. Two cafes are quoted as 
proofs of the efficacy of this practice. 

VII. Of the efficacy of arfenic in cancers, by 
Mr. Ronnou.—This writer allures us that in the 
courle of fifty years, during which he has admi- 
niftered this remedy, he has cured twenty cancer¬ 
ous patients j and he goes fo far as to contend 
that arfenic is as fpecific in cafes of this kind 
as mercury is in fyphilis. He gives it internally 
in folution, ir\ very fmall dofes, after the man¬ 
ner of Le Febre, and in cafes of open cancer 
applies it at the fame time externally to the ulcer. 
He obferves, that many years ago at Paris, he 
faw M. St. Yves cure fmall cancers of the eye¬ 
lids by a water compofed of elder flower water, 
quick-lime, and white arfenic. 

VIII. An account of a fingular tumour of ..the head^ 
by M. Taxe.—This tumour was on the right 
fide of the forehead of a girl four years old. It 
was large, attended with pulfation, and when 
prefled occafioned tinnitus aurium and drowfinefs. 
Our author fuppofes it to have been a hernia 
cerebri . The paper is accompanied with an en¬ 
graving of the tumour, and fome remarks are 
added to it by profefibr Martin, which are in¬ 
tended 
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tended to prove that injuries done to the o* 
frontis ?re lefs fatal than when they happen to 
other parts of the head. 

IX. Cafe of a gun-Jhot wounds by J. L. Odhe- 
lius, M. D.—In this cafe the wound was inftidled 
over the left eye-brow. The part healed, and 
the patient feemed to be doing well, when he 
was fuddenly feized with convulfions and ftupor, 
which ended in death. On difiedtion part of a 
bullet was found lying on the integuments of 
the brain. 

X. An account of fome Jiatical experiments , by 
R. Martin, M. D. &c.—The author himfelf was 
the fubjeft of thefe experiments. He has found 
that the effedt of opium is firft to leflen the fen- 
fible heat of the body, and afterwards to pro¬ 
mote perforation. 

XI. Cafe of a patient who bad a cataraft in 
each eye , by J. L. Odhelius, M. D.—In this cafe 
both pupils were entirely contradted, fo that the 
author was obliged to make an artificial pupil, 
through which he extracted the difeafed lens. 
Sir O. Acrel, in another paper on the fame fub- 
jedt, advifes us in cafes of this kind, where it is 
neceflary to make an artificial pupil, to divide 
the longitudinal fibres of the iris tranfverfely. 

The other papers' contained in this volume are 
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a defcription of the Hudfonia ericoides Linn, by 
profeflor Bergius-,—A defcription of the Erica 
Sparmanni (an African fhrub fo named in honour 
of its difcoverer) by profeflor Linnaeus Re¬ 
marks on the cffefts of cold on certain trees and 
plants j on the degrees of heat at which many 
plants flowered in Sweden in 1777; a defcrip¬ 
tion of the mufca pumilionis ; of the means of 
deftroying. the worm which is fo deftruftive to 
rye •, and obfervations Ort the damage done by 
the phaUna tritici to oats, wheat, and rye, in five 
feparate papers, by Mr. Bierkander j—an account 
of the preparation of mercurius dulcis via humida 
(fee vol. II. of our Journal, p. 53); a new me- ~ 
ihod of preparing the pulvis algcrothi (of this 
we meah to fpeak more fully in a future num¬ 
ber) ; an account of a new green colour (fee 
our fecond vol. page 132) •, experiments with 
black lead (which prove that it confifts of a pe? 
culiar acid, different from all other acids, and 
which for this reafon the author names acidum 
molybd<sn<e) all thefe by Mr. Scheele;—a difler- 
tation on the genus of Terbua , and particularly 
of the Terbua Capenfts , by J. R. Forfter, L.L.D. 
&c*,—a defcription of the Sturnus Dauricus and 
Alanda Mongolienfis , by profeffor Pallas •,—an 
account of the properties and ufe of the hiccory 
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or American walnut-tree, by profefior Kalm 5— 
experiments relative to the prefence of zinc in 
iron ore, by Mr. Hielm;—a defcription of two 
ores of zinc, by Mr. Brumich ;—additions to 
the natural hiftory of the rhinoceros, and hip¬ 
popotamus, by A.. Sparrman, M. D. 


IV. Hijloire de la Societe Royale de Medecim. 
Annee 1776. Avec les Memoires de Medecine et de 
Phyfique Medicale pour la meme Annee , tires des 
Regijlres de cette Societe, i. e. Hijlory of the Royal 
Medical Society for the year 1776 ; with the me » 
moirs relative to Phyfic and Medical Philofophy 
for the fame year , taken from the Regijlers of the 
Society. 4to. Paris, 1779. 592 pages, with 
16 copper-plates. 

T HE eftablifhment of a fociety which is 
intended. to unite phyficians of every 
country in Europe in one general correfpondence, 
will refle< 5 t honour on the reign of Louis XVI. 
This new inftitution is formed on the moft liberal 
bafis, and its views extend to every fubjeft' 
which can in any manner tend to the improve¬ 
ment of medical fcience. 


1 
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The volume before us, the firft the Society 
have publifhed, is divided into two parts, one 
pf which is allotted to the hiftory, the other to 
the memoirs. /The former of thefe contains an 
account of the inftitution, of the public meetings, 
prizes propofed and adjudged, a lift of the mem¬ 
bers, eulogies of deceafed aflociates, fome ac¬ 
count of the works publifhed in 1776 by the 
different members, and fuch obfervations as are 
given only in the form of extra#. The fecond 
part, or memoirs, confifts of fuch effays as the 
Society have thought fit to print at full length. 

The preface, which extends through forty 
pages, contains many judicious remarks con¬ 
cerning the plan of the work, with fome excel¬ 
lent directions relative to the making of mete¬ 
orological obfervations for medical purpofes, 
the analyfis of mineral waters, and the manner 
of defcribing the medical topography of differ¬ 
ent places, with regard to their climate, fituation, 
difeafes, &c. Some rules are likewife laid down 
for the defcription of difeafes. 

The eulogies of deceafed members are three in 
number. The firft is in honour of John Bou- 
illet, M. D. fecretary to the academy at Be-r 
ziers. He was born at Servian in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Beziers, March 6, 1690, and died 

in 
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in his 84th year, Auguft 13th, 1777, leaving 
two Tons and three daughters. The work which 
gained him the molt reputation was his Element 
de Medecine 'pratique , in two vols. the firft of 
which was publilhed in 1744. He was like- 
wife the author of feveral articles in the 6th vo¬ 
lume of the Encyclopedic, and of fome aftrono- 
mical obfervations in the Memoires des Savans 
grangers. It is remarked of him that he had 
eleven brothers or fillers, of whom nine died 
after attaining their 80th year, and two furvive 
him of the latter, one is 84, and the other 94 
years old. 

The fecond eulogy is that of John Francois 
le Beau, M. D.'born at Pont-Beauvoifin in 1721, 
and educated at Paris and Montpellier, at the 
latter of which places he graduated in i747.The 
year following he was appointed phyfician to the 
garrifon at Quebec, where he remained till that 
place was taken by the Englilh. In 1761 he 
was fent to Louifiana to colled fpecimens of na¬ 
tural hiftory for the king’s mufeum; and in this 
bufinefs acquitted himfelf much to the fatisfac- 
tion of M. Bernard de Juflieu. He returned to 
France in 1774, and the next year was appoint¬ 
ed phyfician to the naval hofpital at Breft, and 
died there of a contagious fever, April z8> 1777. 

* The 
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The fubjeft of the third eulogy is the ceie- 
brated M. De Haller, of whom we have al¬ 
ready given fome anecdotes in our 2d volume. 

Medical Topography .—This article relates folely 
to Bourdeaux and other places in the province 
of Guienne. 

Epidemics. —Under this head we are prefented 
with, 1. Some account of epidemic catarrhs , by 
Dr. Perkins, phyfician at Bolton, and written at 
the requeft of Dr. Franklin. The author firft 
deferibes an epidemic of this fort which appeared 
in North America in October 1731, and the fol¬ 
lowing month was obferved in Rufiia and Sax¬ 
ony, from whence it fpread through Holland, 
Scotland, England, and Ireland. It prevailed 
at Paris towards the end of January 1732, and 
in March was rife at Naples. A good account 
of this difeafe is given by H,uxham. Dr. Perkins 
afterwards fpeaks in a general way of fimilar 
epidemics as they occurred in 1745, 1750, 1751, 
1753, 1765, 1767, and 1768.—2. An account 
of an epidemic which has prevailed for feveral years 
(1777) during the autumn , at Villeneuve-les-Avig¬ 
non. —The difeafe here deferibed is a remittent 
fever which owes its fource to the marlhes in the 
neighbourhood. It feems that the Rhone, on 
the banks of which Villeneuve is fituated, has 

within 
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within thefe few years fliifted its bed, leaving a 
tonfiderable traft of fwampy ground. Previous 
to this change in the courfe of the river the 
town was healthy.—3. Remarks on a fpecies of 
epilepfy occaftoned by an exanthematic miliary virus. 
—Thefe obfervations are extracted from the cor- 
fefpondence of M. Barailon, phyfician at Cham- 
bon in Bourbonnois, who having obferved that 
Epilepfy is become a frequent difeafe there fince 
the year 1774, when a miliary fever prevailed 
in that neighbourhood, confiders it as the effeft 
of what he ftyles a miliary virus. Some cafes are 
related of patients who were cured of their epi¬ 
lepfy by a miliary eruption. 

Difeafes of animals .—This article contains, 1. 
An Account (communicated by the academy at 
Dijon) of the diforder which prevailed among the 
horned cattle at GeJJ'ey fur Onche in Burgundy in 
1771 and 1772, and which feemed to be a fpe¬ 
cies of inflammatory fever.—2. Some remarks , 
by M. Adam, phyfician at Caen, on a diforder 
which deftroyed the fijhes in the river Dives in 
Normandy. —3. Obfervations on the farcy, by M. 
Ialoulet, phyfician at Chatillon fur Soing. 

Practice ofphyfic .—The firft article under this 
head relates to fchirrus of the Pylorus , and is 
written by M. Andry. Several inftances are re- 
Vol. III. N° II. X lated 





L 154 3 


lated of this dileafe, which we are told is very 
frequent among the lower fort of people, who 
drink a great deal of brandy. In the treatment 
of this complaint remedies of every kind have 
hitherto proved ineffectual.—2. Cafe of an ob- 
JiruClion of the Pylorus , by M. Jeanroi. The fub- 
jeCtof this cafe was a lady, fifty years of age, 
who died in 1775, after having been for a long 
time fubjeCt to inceffant vomiting, acute pains 
about the ftomach, and diarrhoea. On difiec- 
tion the pylorus was found fo contracted as 
hardly to admit a common probe, and its coats 
were half an inch in thicknefs. The omentum, 
mefentery, liver, fpleen, and pancreas were full 
of tubercles. The thoracic vifcera were in a 
found ftate.—3. Cafe of a contraction of the m- 
teftinesi by M. de Lalouette.—The patient whofe 
cafe is here related was about fifty years old, 
and had long been addicted to drinking wine 
and fpirituous liquors. During the lalt fix 
months of his life he complained of dull pains in 
his bowels, obftinate coftivenefs, and latterly of 
an inceffant vomiting of a dark coloured pulta- 
ceous matter: his body was opened after death. 
The ftomach was found preternaturally dilated 
at its great curvature, the fmaller curvature 
being kept in its ordinary ftate by a band of 

fchirrous 
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nued without any abatement from Augufl 1776 
till January 1777, when to the original com¬ 
plaints were added an inceflant cough, and bloody 
Itools. In this Hate the patient happening to 
drink a little milk in order to allay her cough, 
and finding that it agreed with her, determined 
to take nothing elfe either as food or medicine. 

* She had not continued long in this refolution be¬ 
fore her urine, which for many months had 
been loaded, and in fmall quantity, became clear 
and copious. Her menfes which had ftopt for fix 
months returned again, and by degrees (he re¬ 
covered her health. It is added that fhe ftill 
finds it necefiary to adhere to the fame regimen, 
fince whenever fhe happens to deviate from it 
her urine becomes lefs abundant.—6. A cafe of 
afcites complicated ‘with anafarca cured by the ufe 
cf forrel boiled in milk ; by M. Favrol, phyfician 
at Nozeroi in Franche Compte. Thefubjeft of 
this cafe was a man 68 years old, whofe dropfical 
fymptoms had refilled different remedies. His legs 
and abdomen were prodigioufly fwelled; his urine 
very high coloured, and in fmall quantity. Lay¬ 
ing afide the ufe of medicines he had recourfe to 
milk; boiling a handful of forrel leaves in each 
piht of it. This and fome bad bread conllituted 
ihe whole of his diet for three months, and at 
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the end of that time he found himfelf perfeftly 
recovered, his third: having abated, and his 
urine begun to flow more copioufly a few days 
after he entered on his milk diet.— Obfer¬ 

ne aliens on Madam No offer's remedy againjl the 
Tania j by M. Renaud, phyfician to the hofpital 
at Barjac. This phyfician has long been in the 
habit of adminiftering the fern root in cafes of 
' taenia, but in a manner fomewhat different from 
that pra&ifed by Madam Nouffer, and which 
has fucceeded we are told in feveral cafes where 
her’s has failed. It con fills in the ufe of a 
clyller every night, compofed of two drachms of 
foap diflolved in a pint of water. The next 
morning the patient is to fwallow two drachms 
of fern root in powder. Thefe remedies are to 
be repeated every day for five days, and then 
the patient is to rake a purgative bolus compofed^ 
of calomel, jalap, and rhubarb.—8. Cafe of an 
abfeefs in the oefophagus \ by the late M. Mac- 
quart. We have here an account of a young 
lady 19 years old, who after being troubled for 
about three months with a fpafmodic cough be¬ 
gan to have a difficulty of fwallowing, which in- 
creafed fo fall that after a very fhort time fhe 
became incapable of taking any nourifliment by 

the mouth, fo that for the fpace of three months 

life 
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life was fupported folely by clyfters. Mercu¬ 
rial and other friftions were employed, but with¬ 
out effect. At length M. Macquart reflecting 
-on the cafe, and conjecturing that an encyfted 
tumour exifted in the oefophagus, and that it 
might probably be now in a Hate of fuppuration, 
he neiolved to adminifter fome fubftance which 
by its weight might occafion a rupture of the 
fac. For this purpofe he prefcribed an ounce 
of crude mercury, mixed with the yolk of eggs, 
to be fwallowed every three hours. This remedy 
was taken, and the patient foon after {lie had 
fwallowed the fecond dole brought up a confi- 
derable quantity of pus. From that moment flie 

i 

was able to fwallow broth, and by proper care 
recovered.—9. An inflo.nce of the virtues of the 
Icudjlone ; by M. Thouret. The patient whole 
cafe is here related had been for eio-ht or nine 

O 

years fubjeCt to a painful affe&ion of one fide of 
his face, which extended to the eye on the fame 
fide, and from thence to the temple, and fome- 
times to the upper part ot his head. This pain 
which returned frequently, and with great vio¬ 
lence, having been attributed to carious teeth, 
he fuffered feveral of his teeth to be.drawn, but 
without the defired effeCt. Several external ap¬ 
plications were employed with the fame ill fuc- 

cefs. 
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cefis." At length he was advifed to try the ufe of 

% 

the loadftone. The very firft trial relieved him 
inftantly, as it were by enchantment, and ever 
fince that time he has his magnet conftantly in 
his hand, allaying and difpelling the pain the 
. moment it begins to return, by which means lie 
has rendered his life comfortable. The loadftone 
he makes ufe of is an artificial one that is capable 
of fupporting a weight of fix pounds, but he 
means to procure one that pofifefies twice that 
power. He obferves that the moment the loadftone 
is applied to the feat of the pain he experiences 
a fingular fenfation in the Ikin of that part, and 
a fort of numbnefs is inftantly excited, but that 
no fuch effects are produced when the loadftone 
is applied to a part that is free from pain.*— 
10. Remarks on the virtue of Hofmanns liquor 
anodynus in the treatment of intermittent fevers j 
by M. Defbois, phyfician at Rochefort.—This 
remedy is recommended in a dofe of fifteen or 
twenty drops, to be given about an hour before 
the fit.— 11 4 An account of a fupprejfion of urine 
occajioned by a retention of the menfes in the vagina ; 
by M. Magnan, phyfician at Marfeilles. The 
girl whofe cafe is here related was 22 years old 
when M. Magnan firft faw her. She had then 
never menftruated, but had been long fubjeft to 

a pe- 



a periodical colic every month; at length her 
pains became more conftant, efpecially about the 
loins and pubis, and ffie complained of a fup- 
preffion of urine. Upon examination the vagina 
was found to be clofed by a thick membrane 
which feemed to be forced ftrongly towards the 
os externum. A crucial incifion being made 
through this membrane, about two pounds of 
dark blood were difcharged* and the patient re¬ 
covered.—12. M. Poiflonnier des Perrieres com¬ 
municates an account he has received from Bour- 
deaux, relative to the cafe of a M. Herault, art 
advocate at Blaye, who, five years ago, having 
had a dangerous fever, loft the hair from every 
part of his body, and has lately recovered it 
again after another fever of the fame kind.—13. 
Dr. Strack, of Mayence, in a letter to the So¬ 
ciety, advifes the ufe of a Saturnine Collyrium 
when the fmall pox is epidemic. It is to be ap¬ 
plied previous to the variolous eruption. He 
afierts that this preventative method has been 
the means of preferving the eyes of feveral per- 
fons who have had a very confluent fmall pox. 
—-14. M. Durande, phyfician at Dijon, we are 
told, has confirmed the efficacy of a mixture of 
aether and fpirit of turpentine as a folvent of 
biliary concretions. 

[ To be continued. ] 
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V. Trait e fur divers accouchement laborieux , et 
fur les -polypes de la matrice j ouvrage dans 
lequel on trouve la defcription d*un nouveau le- 
vier , imite dc celui de Roonhuyfen , et mis en 
par allele avec le forceps ; ainfi que d’un nouvel 
injlrument , propre a la ligature des polypes , ap- 
prouve par VAcademie Royale de Chirurgie de 
Paris. Par M. G. Herbiniaux, Chirurgien ac¬ 
coucheur et Lithotomifte , a Bruxelles, i. e. A 
treatife on different laborious deliveries and on 
Polypi of the Uterus ; with a defcription of a new 
lever , conftrufied on the plan of Roonhuyfen's , and 
compared zvith the forceps ; and likewife of a nezv 
injlrument for the ligature of Polypi , approved 
by the Royal Academy of Surgery at Paris . By 
G. Herbiniaux, Surgeon Man-midwife and Li- 
thotomifi at Bruffells. 8vo. Brufiells 1782. 
Vol. I. 430 pages with 3 copper-plates. Voh 
II. 192 pages, with 1 copper-plate. 

T H E celebrated invention of Roonhuyfen 
to afiift the delivery of the foetus when 
the head is detained at the brim of the pelvis, 
which was fo profitable to the inventor, and to 
thofe who immediately participated of the fecret 
from him or his fucceffors for near a century, 
feemed to lofe all its reputation, except in Hol- 
Vol. III. N° II. Y land. 
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laqd, as fopn as a defcription of it was commu¬ 
nicated to the world by doftors Vifcher anc} 
Var* de Poll. Thefe two phyficians, who prac- 
tifed at Amfterdam, purchafed the fecret of the 
beir§ of John de Bruyn, a furgeon of that city, 
for a fum equal to about 2001. fterling, and 
publifhed it in the year 1753, together with fome 
papers of de Bruyn’s defcribing the manner 
of ufing it. 

Whether thp coolnefs with which this difco- 
very was received by the public, was owing tq 
the extreme fimplicity of the inftrument which 
confined of a fingle piece of iron, a little curved 
at each end, or to the eagernefs with which the 
moft celebrated profefTors of midwifery were 
engaged in bringing to perfection the forceps, 
which had been invented about the fame time as 
the lever, and for the fame purpofe, is not eafy 
to determine. It is certain, however, that the 
critique which M. Levret publifhed on this in¬ 
ftrument contributed not a little to prevent - it 
from being adopted in France, and it is proba¬ 
ble that the filence of Dr. Smellie on this fqb- 
je£t had a fimilar effeCl in this country. 

Profeflor Camper in a late publication {Mem. 
de PJcad. de Cbirurgie, tom. V.) has attempted 
to revive the credit of this inftrument, but iincq 

the 
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&e appearance of his efla y feveral works have 
keen printed in France by nleflicurs Deleiiryc, 
Hoin, Baudelocque, and other pupils of the late 
frd. Levret, in which the merit of the lever Is 
hot only placed far Below that of the forceps, 
but the mifehiefs produced By the former feem 
to be exaggerated. The atithor of the work 
before us has undertaken to reply to the ftric- 
tures of thole writers. The whole of his firft 
volume is employed oii the lever. 

After premifing a fhort Hiftory of the ihftrtl- 
inent, he begins with combating the criticifms 
of M. Levret, which he aferibes to motives of 
jealoufy. k< I was not the only One—fays M. Her- 
1 ‘ biniaux-—Who difeovered the l'ource of M. 
Levret’s cenfures; thany of the pupils who 
attended his ledtures with me at the time the 
u defeription of the lever was publilhed* ob- 
u ferved the effedt it had upon that gentleman, 
** whofe forceps had juft begun to open to him 
‘‘ the way to fortune.” After giving a long ex-v 
tradl from M. Levret’s Suite des cbfervations fur 
les accouchemens laborieux, our author attempts to 
prove that Mr. L. was unacquainted with the 
true dimenfions and figure of the inftrument, as 
well as with the manner of uftng it. 

We are next prefen ted with the whole of Dr. 

Y z . Cam- 
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Camper’s paper on this fubjedl from the me¬ 
moirs of the academy of furgery, accompanied 
with a critique to prove that the learned profefior 
was unacquainted with the manner of applying 
the inftrument. This is alfo confirmed by a 
letter from M. Titfing (upon whofe authority 
Dr. Camper had founded his relation of the 
manual) to our author: “ I was very much 

<c aftonifhed—fays M. Titfing—to find this ce- 
“ lebrated phyfician of opinion that the inftru- 
“ ment, when operating, is placed along the 
“ fide of the head, over the ear of the child, 
“ with its point refting upon the chinj and my 
“ furprize was ftill greater to fee this fpoken of 
“ as my manner of ufing it, for I had always 
“ found my inftrument placed obliquely upon 
“ the head, with its extremity fixed near the 
“ maftoid procefs of the occipital bone.” But 
although M. Titfing detedts Dr. Camper’s error 
in the manual of the lever, he does not con¬ 
tradict his account of the fuccefs attending the 
ufe of it. 

Mefiieurs Deleurye, Hoin, and Baudelocque 
have fallen into nearly the fame miftakes as Dr. 
Camper in the manual of the inftrument, and 
were befides unacquainted with the true dimen- 
fions and figure of that ufed by the Dutch ac¬ 
coucheurs, 
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coucheurs, for which they are feverely cenfured 
by our author. 

M. Herbiniaux claims the merit not only of 
being the firft pcrfon who difcovered the inten¬ 
tion of Roonhuyfen in making two curves, one 
larger than the other, to his inftrument, but 
likewife that of having afcertained the method 
of fixing the band which was obferved round 
one of the ends of it when purchafed of the 
heirs of de Bruyn. The defcription of the in¬ 
ftrument, as improved by himfelf, with direc¬ 
tions for applying it, and fome obfervations on 
the caufes of laborious Births, conclude the 
volume. 

The lever of Roonhuyfen is defcribed as a 
piece of iron i o£ inches long, one inch broad, 
and about f of an inch thick. This iron is ftrait 
in the middle for about four inches, but curved 
at each end •, the curve at one extremity being 
an inch longer than the other. The longed curve 
is five-tenths of an inch deep, the (horteft only 
one. The edges are polilhed and rounded, but 
particularly at its extremities, which at the time 
of ufing the inftrument were commonly covered 
with a plafter. A ftrong cord was fixed to the 

end 
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end ihzt was made uJe of, where the curve coni- 
• inaaftcedL 

i » 

Although it had been obferved that die curved 
at the two extremities were «jf different fixes, 
Herbiaiaux was the firfl: who after a variety 
■of cjtpericnents found out the utility of this dif¬ 
ferences aid that It was eHential to the perfec¬ 
tion of die inftru merit, the larger curve being 
applicable billy where the' whole of the balls of 
the fcuH is above the brim of the Pelvis, The 
want of attending td this diftinftiori has been the 
caiife, he thinks, df the little fuccefS the French 
accoucheurs have had in ufing the inftrumenfc, 
arid the confequent contempt it has fallen into 
among them. They have ufually made it with 
a fingle curve, and have adopted as their model, 
the largefl:, which they have aifo iricreafed : this* 
bur author contends, deftroys its property as a 
lCver, and brings it to the ftate of a blunt 
crotchet. 

M. Lcvfet was the firff who fuggefted the ufe 
of the cord fixed to the beginning ot the curv^ 
in order to draw downward with one hand, while 
with the other the handle of the inftrument was 
carried upwards towards the belly of the mo¬ 
ther : by this means not only the lever was pre¬ 
vented from flipping off the head of the foetus* 

but 
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|but the prefibre upon the fymphyfis Pubis, where 
it turps as upon an axis, was moderated. 

This mechanifm fyl. Herbiniaux has improve^! 
by making that part of the lever ftronger, fo as 
fo admit of a hole for phe firing tq pafs through, 
by which means the cord, which is placed 
nearly under the arch of the Pubis, is. prevented 
from galling the Vagina. 

There are other alterations or amendments 
made by lyi. Herbiniaux in the inftrumeqt, 
which although not effential, contribute, he 
thinks, fomewhat to the fuccefs of the opera¬ 
tion. His lever is made of filver, which he ob- 
ferves appears lefs terrible to the woman than 
one of iron. The inner furface of the curves is 
lined with unpolifhed iron, which is lefs likely 
to flip from the head of the child than filver. 
For the fake of rendering it more portable, it 
is divided into parts which fcrew together when 
ufed, one of the curves only being mounted at 
onetime. The handle is made round that it 
may be more eafily held, and hollow to contain 
a fyringe, by means of which the child may be 
baptized when that ceremony is thought necef* 
fary. The latter will not be confidered- as a 
very material improvement in this country.— 
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In the work itfelf the defcription is illuftrated 
by accurate engravings. 

In making ufe of the lever, we are directed 
firft to introduce a hand, or as much of it as we 
can into the vagina to difcover the fituation of 
the head. If the face is found turned a little 
obliquely to one fide of the Pelvis, which is the 
molt ufual fituation, it is then, we are told, in 
the mofl favourable pofture for the application 
pf the lever. Two fingers are now to be intro¬ 
duced between the fymphyfis of the Pubis and 

• 

the head of the child, or as near that part as 

may be, and one of the curved ends of tlie in- 

ftrument is then to be * infinuated under the 
* 

fingers, with its concave furface turned to the 
child, and moved a little backwards and for¬ 
wards till its extremity meets with a proper de¬ 
gree of refiftance, which it will do as loon as it 
approaches the maftoid procefs of the occipital 
bone. The inftrument being thus fixed we are 
to wait till a flight pain commences, and then 
the handle of the lever is to be carried upwards 
towards the belly of the mother with the right 
hand, while with the left the cord is to be pulled 
downwards towards the anus. By this means 
the labour is faid to be frequently terminated in 
a few minutes. Sometimes, however, this ope¬ 
ration 
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ration muft be repeated at intervals for half an 
hour. When the obftacle to the delivery is by 
this means removed, and the head of the foetus 
delcends and begins to dilate the external parts, 
the inftrument is to be taken away, and we are 
carefully to guard the Perinseum to prevent 
laceration. 

If the face of the child is turned to the Pubis, 
it is to be firil.pufhed afide as much as poffible, 
and as ibon as by the operation of the level 1 the 
head begins to defcCnd, it will. We are allured, 
naturally fall into its proper fltuation. 

In cafes where the bails of the fcull is entirely 
above the brim of the Pelvis, the large curve is 
to be tofed j and the fmall one when it has paffed 
that ftrait. 

Among Other caufes of laborious births our 
author mentions the oblique fituation of the ute- 
His. This idea which was firft fuggfcfted by 
Daventer; has been fo often and fo abiy refuted 
by fucceeding writers that we fhall not detain 
bur readers upon the fubjedt^ and the rather as 
M. Herbiniaux has brought no new argument 
fupport of his dodlrine. 

'/Towards the end of the volume we meet With 

. ■ • 

federal cafes feledled from a great number in 
which the author has employed the lever. In 
Yol. III. N° lh Z thefe, 
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thefe, as well as in the other parts of his work 
he difplays confiderable knowledge of his firb- 
jeCt, as well as zeal for the caufe he has under¬ 
taken to defend. But after all it may be doubted 
whether the practitioners who have been inftruCted 
in the ufe of the forceps will be induced to re- 
linquifti them in favour of the lever. Both of 
the inftruments are doubtlefs in fome few cafes 
ufeful; but either of them will require more 
practice, to become expert in handling them than 
almoft any one will obtain, who does not fre¬ 
quently have recourfe to them unneceflarily. Of 
the two however, the manual of the lever is cer¬ 
tainly the molt fimple. 

In our next number we mean to give an ac¬ 
count of the fecond volume of this work, in which 
this author treats of the uterine polypus. 

B, 


VI. A 'Treatife on the Medical Properties of 
Mercury . By John Howard, Surgeon. 8vo. 

Longman, London y 1782, 120 pages. 3s. 

* 

T H E author of this efiay is a zealous ad¬ 
vocate for falivation in the treatment of 
the Lues Venerea. The merits of this method 
are difcufled in the firft of the two fe&ions into 

which 
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which the work is divided. Mr. Howard is of 
opinion that mercury in order to cure the difeafe 
in queftion muff neceffarily produce “ a melt- 
“ ing down, attenuation, or fingular fpecies of 
* “ putrefaction of the animal fluids j” that thefe 
are to be confidered as its decifive anti venereal 
effeCts; that the Angle hinge on which 1'uccefs 
turns in every cafe, no matter by what method 
it be treated, is the change which takes place in 
the fyftem at the approach of and during fali- 
vation; that the more violent this affeCtion, 
cateris paribus , the greater will be the antivenereal 
power of the remedy ; that although this power 
is certainly in fome inftances to be obtained, 
even under the clofeft confinement, without a 
ptyalifm, or at leaft with fo trifling an affeCtion 
of the mouth as not to deferve the name of fali- 
vation, yet that this can be no argument againfl 
the great utility of the method under confine¬ 
ment, nor againft the propriety of affeCting the 
mouth, as it only fhews that the internal and moll 
efiential effeCts of the medicine may, and fome- 
times do follow without any external mark or 
fymptom, ftrongly denoting the operation of the 
medicine as a powerful evacuant.—Thefe are 
principles which we cannot adopt, nor can we 
be brought to believe, that in order to cure a 

Z 2 


man 
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man of the venerea} aifeafe it is necefifary to ex r 
' cite a general (late of putridity, fo that the 
blood lhall appear broken in its texture, and the 
_urine become of a dark brown colour, depofit- 
ing a fediment like dirt: and yet thefe are parts 
of the picture which our author has given us of 
the effedts of mercury adminiftered under con¬ 
finement fo as to falivate. 

In fupport of his dodtrine on this fubjedl he 
quotes the writings and pradtice of Sydenham ; 
admirers as we are, however, of that truly great 
man in many other inftances, 'we cannot allow 
his authority to have any weight in the prefent. 

As an argument in favour of the ufe of mer¬ 
cury under confinement, our author obferves that 
throughout the whole procefs of falivation, even 
at the period when the foetor and prOftration 
of ftrength, &:c. are at the height, there are 
latent fymptoms of ftrength generated by the 
ftimulus of the remedy, combined with but kept 
under by thofe of putrefadtion; and which do 
not indeed then appear, but which immediately 
fhew themfelves on the fubfidence of the flu*. 
Hence it is, he thinks, that although a man 
after falivation comes out from his confinement 
much thinner than he was before, yet he looks 
well and has an uncommon propenfity to ac¬ 
quire 
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squire fpeedily his former health and fpiritsj 
the quick depletion of his vefiels being followed 
by as fudden a repletion,* fo that he generally 
becomes fatter than he was before.—That fuch 
an effeCt as this may and fometimes does happen 
after a firfl falivation in a young man of ftrong 
healthy ftamina , we have no doubt i but we ap¬ 
prehend that the caufe of it ought to be fought 
for in the firmnefs of the patient’s conftitution 
rather than in any ftimulating or invigorating 
property of mercury. If this remedy really pof- 
fefied fuch a power fucceffive falivations would 
bring with them frelh acceflions of ftrength to 
the vital powers} but the fa< 5 t is, at leaft fo far 
as we can coiled: from our own obfervations on 
the fubjed, that every repetition of the falivat- 
ing procefs brings on an increased degree of de¬ 
bility. 

In a fucceedipg part of the work we find the 
author very properly cautioning practitioners 
againft the ill confequences which may arife from 
a too liberal ufe of mercury, or from too violent 
falivation. Accidents of this fort ? we are told, 
are moft likely to happen in very irritable or in¬ 
flammable habits. 

In the fecond fedion Nlr. Howard treats of the 
alterative method. The leading principles laid 

down 
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down by him when # fpeaking of falivation he 
confiders as applicable to this other mode of 
treatment. The great difcriminating circum- 
ftances which he points out are exercife and ex- 
pofure to the open air •, under a regimen fome- 
what lefs ftimulating and nutritious than in the 
ordinary habits of living. 

The alterative courfe recommended by Mr. 
Howard differs not materially from that which 
is in general ufe. If the cure is begun with 
fri&ions, he feldom ufes a larger quantity for the 
firft fortnight or three weeks than 5 fs. of Ung. 
Mercur. fort, every night. If the patient objefts 
to friftions, he adminifters fmall dofes of Mercur. 
Crud. cum Balf. 'Sulph. ext. internally. Care is 
taken to obviate any tendency to a purging by 
means of opiates, and in the cure by fri&ions 
when coftivenefs fupervenes, and there appears 
to be no danger of a fore mouth, he recommends - 
an internal mercurial, either Mercur. Calcin. or 
Calomel , if they fit cafy, if not, the preparation 
of crude mercury juft now mentioned. 

He obferves that in the Idiofyncrafy which is 
with difficulty affe&ed by mercury, if we mean 
to raife what he fuppofes to be its proper anti- 
venereal effect, the dofes. muft be frequently as 
' large as when the medicine is ufed under con- 
. - finement. 
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finement. In fuch habits he fometimes thinks 
it necefTary to apply MercUr. alcaliz . by throwing 
it dry from a paper into the throat, and fuddenly 
wafhing it down with water. A cinnabar fumi* 
gation to the throat, unlefs there are fpreading 
ulcerations on this part, he confiders as having 
too powerful an effeCt on the falivary glands to 
be trufted to. 

Practitioners, who think as we do, that a fore- 
nefs of the mouth is by no means effential to the 
cure of the lues venerea, will be equally difpofed 
to doubt the utility of a local ftimulus applied 
with a view to haften an affection of the fali- 
• vary glands. 

Mr. Howard allows that an alterative courfe, 
properly conducted, may with great propriety 
and general fuccefs, be applied to moft of the 
primary, and to many of the fecondary fymp- 
toms of the lues venerea ; and that in the idiofyn- 
crafy, too prone to falivation, it may be adopted 
perhaps in preference to the method under con¬ 
finement. On the other hand he contends that 
there are cafes in which it will prove ineffec¬ 
tual and even injurious. It is injudicious, he 
obferves, to truft to it when a fymptom is to be 
treated which is proceeding with great rapidity 5 
and it will be ineffectual, he thinks, when the 

power 
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power of habit and idiofvncrafy of the patient 
fo far predominate, that no quantity of mercury, 
however large, can be made to produce what he 
terms the proper putrefactive confequences; 
He objects to it Hkewjfe in weak.habits where 
there is a conftitutional propenfity to Phthifis 
pulmonalis, upon a fuppofition that in a tedious 
alterative courfe.a ftrong aCtion, not of the acute 
hue of the chronic kind, is excited and,kept up 
in the velfek, and of courfe is more pernicious 
than folivarion. 

(The-work clofes with Ibme remarks on the 
abufe of topical applications or fedatives in vene¬ 
real complaints. Under this head he ranks not 
only vitriolic .and faturnioe preparations, but 
likewife mercurialiu&d cauftic medicaments, all 
of which he obferves have a tendency to check 
andeven cure a,venereal fore, although the dif- 
eafe of which tins fore is a fymptom remains un- 
fubdued in the habit. He objects to the cure of 
a chancre in any cafe by eauftic, and contends 
that chancre, chancrous excoriation, and venereal 
bubo, though apparently local affeCHons only, 
are yet fymptQms of general difeafe which ex- 

ifts in the habit from the moment of info&ion. 

* 
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VII. De Morbis quibufdam Commentarii, auflorc 
Clifton Wintringham, Baronetto , M. D. Colleg. 
Medic. Londinenf. et Parifienf. Socio , Sccietatis 
Regia Sodali , et Medico Regio. 8vo, Cadell, 
London , 1782, 220 pages. 4s. 

T HIS work, which is offered to the public 
as the refult of forty years experience in 
military hofpitals and in London, confifts of 
419 aphorifms, to which the author has thought 
fit to give the name of Commentarii. 

The following quotation may ferve as a fpeci- 
men of his manner : 

90. “ Qui femel morbo attonito correptus fit, 
et poftea fiat vertigini obnoxius, novos infultus 
cxpedtare debet. 

91. Qui a paralyfi liberantur, pun&iones quaft 
aciculis, uno alterove die in parte affedla fentiunt, 
priufquam ad fanitatem perveniant. 

92. Exercitationes vehementiores ftatim poll: 
affumptum cibum articulorum morbos gignunt. 

93. Si liber languinis aut humorum curfus 
per partem aliquam corporis humani adeo im- 
pediatur, ut ex hac caufa aut vires vitales aut 
animates aut naturales lefas et oppreffse fianr, ne- 
que proprio fuo munere fungi queant, cavendum 
eft ne balnei quilibet ulus tentetur. 

Vol. III. N°II. A a 
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94 * Quibus fit pulfus arteriarum debilis, 
quibus in yifceribus inhasreant ulcera, hie valde 
periculofa funt balnea. 

95. Dolores pofteriorem' capitis partem aut 
verticem occupantes, plerumque affedlioni hyfte- 
ricas indolis tribuendi font. 

96. Aquas minerales morbis febre comitatis 
exhibendas non funt.** 

it • 

The theory difplayed in this work is fuch as 
might be expe&ed from a difciple of the Boer- 
haavian fchool, and accordingly we read much 
of pituita , gluten , acid and alkaline acrimony, 
and obftrudtion as caufes of difeafe. The me* 
thods of cure are very often fuch as we cannot 
readily adopt. In the Hydrophobia, for inftance, 
which is now pretty generally confidered as a 
fpafmodic difeafe, the only remedies preferibed 
are fomentations to the pracordia , clyfters, a 
bolus of nitre and lpermaceti every two or three 
hours, and repeated bleeding ad deliquium. Si 
autem—fays the author—ad tertium ufque diem 
obtineat malym, infanabile, plerumque erit y 
tentari tamen poteft curatio iifdem pergendo, 
et repetendo fanguinis miflionem ex arteria, ad- 
motis eodem tempore veficatoriis, fi vacillare 
videatur pulfus.” 

Thecuftom of drawing the breafts of lying-in 


women, 
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fromeH, a S well as that of applying fpirituouS 
embrocations, or plaifters with the view of re¬ 
pelling the milk, have lately been defervedly 
Condemned in a judicious pamphlet by Mr. 
Crutwell of Bath : and yet in the performance 
before us, we afe told, that “ Si puerpera in- 
fantem la&are nolit, ciirandum eft, ut libere 
fluent lochia i mammas eodem tempore leniter 
contrahere oportet. Hoc fit admovendo emplafira 
mammis mo did difcutientia , quale efi emplafirum 
commune cum gummi , vel applicatu lint vel lan^i 
fpiritu vini Gallici madcfaEli , fub axillis , ipfijvi 
mammis. Interea autem lac e mammis bis quotidii 
eicfugendum efi , ne ibi manens obftruRionei pariat .** 
We cannot but think that when milk is accu¬ 
mulated in the breafts; the increafed irritability 
that is confequently induced, renders the fixftion 
of them extremely painful, and liable to produce 

inflammation; and that fuch an operation will 

» 

father invite a greater flow of fluid to the gland 
than unload it; and yet our author contends 
that fuch a pra&ice is falutary, and that i.t is op- 
pofed only by ignorant women, ** ignarae obfte- 
t rices, aliaeque puerper£e. ,, 

There is no divifion of the work into chap¬ 
ters or fe&ions, nor is any particular order ob- 

A a 2 ' ferved 
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ferved in the arrangement of the aphorifms, but 
a copious index is given at the end of the vo¬ 
lume. 


VIII. An account of a fafe and efficacious medicine 
in fore eyes and eye-lids. By Thomas Dawfon, 
M, D. 8vo. Johnfon, London , 1782. 15 

pages, is. 

A FTER many fruitlefs inquiries concern-. 

ing a medicine for difeafed eyes, which 
above fifty years ago was in the poffefiion of 
Dr. Thomas Nettleton of Halifax, in Yorklhire, 
our author at length, in 1763, met with' a near 
relation of his own, who having been a confide- 
rable fufferer from ophthalmia, informed him flie 
never found fo much benefit from any means 
ufed for her relief as from an ointment pre- 
fcribed for her by Dr. Nettleton himfelf, and 
with which, after his deceafe, lhe had at times 
been fupplied by Dr. Key of Manchefter, who 
had formerly been a pupil to that gentleman. 

Well perfuaded of Dr. Key’s benevolence, our 
author applied to him for the receipt, which he 
readily communicated, adding, at the fame time, 
fome ufeful hints relative to his own prattice and 
experience, with refpedt to this medicine. 


The 
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The Receipt is given in the following words 
from Dr. Key’s letter on the fubjeft: 

5?. Butyr. 5 v hj* Aq. Fort. Comp. Argent. Viv. 
a §j. Camphor. $ij. Butyfo liquefa&o et 
in coagulum denuo tendenti, injice argen¬ 
tum vivam in Aq. Ford folutum et Cam- 
phoram in olei olivarum folutam diligen- 

ter agitans in mortario marmoreo donee re- 
frixerint, ut f. f. a. Unguentutn. 

Dr. Key obferves that when this has been long 
kept, it becomes friable fo as to require a little 
more oil to be added to it; but that let it be 
ever fo friable, it will eafily foften by being held 
to the fire. 

If the inflammation is violent Dr. Key recom¬ 
mends topical bleeding, and even fcarification of 
the eye-lids previous to the ufe of the ointment; 
but if the inflammation is moderate, the patient, 
we are told, may begin with it without any pre¬ 
vious bleeding. Cooling purges, however, are 
to be preferibed. 

For a film in the eye we are directed to foften 
the ointment by holding it to the fire, and then 
taking up iome of it upon a fine camel-hair 
pencil, to draw it over the film twice a day. 


IX. 
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IX. Cafes in Medicine , interfperfed with Jlritiures * 
cccafioned by local incidents. By William Ste- 
vetifon, M . D. The fecond edition, with cor¬ 
rections and additions. 8vo* Newark , 1781.- 
2Z4 pages* ' • 

1 

T H E local incidents contained in this 
work relate to fome difputes between our 
author and the apothecaries at Newark. Dr* 
Stevenlon is of opinion that Cantharides , Tartar 
Emetic. Mercurius Dulcis , Aloes , Sena, Jalap, Salts * 
and Opium , compofe all the efficacy of the apo¬ 
thecary’s (hop. The reft he confiders as “ infe¬ 
rior duplicates of thefe, or fallacious unknown 
alteratives.** “ With thefe—fays he—without 
** fcruple, I clafs the Peruvian bark, that idol 
“ noftrum of the faculty and fyftematic deceivef 
“of the world. I have tried it repeatedly and 
** repeatedly; but with the academical kifs of a 
«* Judas, it has always deceived me. Oak bark 
“ is as good in every medical intention. They 
w are both but fimple bitters, and only do good 
“ as fuch.” In another part of the work we ari* 
told, that one phyfician and one druggift, dif*» 
interefted in principle and fimple in prefcrip- 
tion, are fufficient for any diftriCl of twenty 
miles circumference, not including a very large 

town j 
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town *, that the true knowledge of diforders is 
comprifable in a fcore of odtavo pages, which 
now makes huge volumes; and that the reme¬ 
dies for them are reducible to the above-men¬ 
tioned eight articles. 

In the third of the nine cafes related in the 
work, and which are publifhed in vindication 
of his mode of practice, Dr. Stevenfon takes 
occafion to declaim with great warmth, and 
upon the whole with good reafon, againft the 
practice of falivation, which he defcribes as lay¬ 
ing a fure foundation for numberlefs chronical 
complaints, and flowly fapping the conftitution. 
During its violence, he obferves, it flops all the 
natural fecretions, patients under falivation being 
almoft always coftive, making but little water, 
and having dry fkins, till the laft colliquative 
ftools and (westings come on, and with which 
death is continuous. 

In the meafles, Dr. Stevenfon tells us, he has 
long been accuftomed to keep a blifter difcharg- 
ing from their very firft appearance, to preferve 
the bowels open all the time, and to allow a 
dilute proportion of fpirits and water for the 
patient’s common drink. He allures us that 
by this method the difeafe is fubduable in a 

few 
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few days, and that all the ufual bad confequenccs 
are entirely prevented. 


# 

X. An addrefs to the King and Parliament of 
Great Britain, on the important fubjeft of pre- 
ferving the lives of its inhabitants, by means 
which, with the ajjijlance of the legijlature, 
would be rendered fimple, clear, and efficacious to 
the people at large. tVitb an appendix, in which 
is infer ted a letter from Dr. Lettfom to the au¬ 
thor. By W. Hawes, M. D. one of the injli- 
tutors of the Humane Society, Phyfician to the 
Surrey Difpenfary, and reader of lectures on ani¬ 
mation. <ro which are fubjoined, hints for im¬ 
proving the art of rejloring fufpended animation: 
and alfo for adtniniflering dephlogijlicated air in 
certain difeafes, and particularly in the prefent 
epidemic, termed Influenza, propofed (in a letter 
to Dr. HawesJ by A. Forhergill, M. D. Mem¬ 
ber of the Royal College of Phyficians, and F,R.S. 

8vo- Dodfley, London, 1782. 77 pages. | 

T H E Humane Society has been eftablifhed 
only eight years, and it appears from the 
laft report, that within that period 136 patients 
have been reftored from apparent death. If 

fuch 
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fuch has already been the fuccefs of this new un¬ 
dertaking, under all the difadvantages of popular 
prejudice, the fcarcity of fuitable apparatus, the 
dijilance oftentimes from (kilful medical aid, and 
ft ill more the want of proper receiving houfes, 
much more might certainly be expected were 
thefe to be eftabliihed in their proper diftrifts, 

■ as in other countries, and the infticution made an 
object of the national police..—The addrefs to 
t the King and Parliament, which extends through 
. the firft twenty pages of the work before us, 
is intended to draw the attention of the legifla- 
ture to this important fubje< 5 t. Dr. Hawes.pro- 
pofes that there be appointed by authority of 
Parliament, in every parilh, one or more General 
Receiving-houfes, the expence to be defrayed by 
a general, county, or parilh rate ;—that at each 
of thefe places all the necefiary apparatus, as 
proper medicine*, an eleftrical machine, cup¬ 
ping inftruments, a warm bath, beds, &c. be 
depofited, and that a medical practitioner, with 
a moderate falary, and one or two other intelli¬ 
gent perfons properly qualified to affift in the 
bufinefs be conftantly refident in the houie.' ‘ 

. The letter from Dr. Lettfom, mentioned irt 
the title page, contains only his approbation of 
the above plan, and i* comprized in a dozen 
You III. N° XI. B 1 ? lines i 
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lines; but that from Dr. Fothergill to Dr. 
Hawes, fills the laft 41 pages of the work, and 
affords us many judicious hints for improving 
the art of reftoring fufpended animation, &c. 

Dr. Fothergill expreffes a wifh that a certain 
criterion between pofitive and apparent death, 
befides that of putrefaction, may be foon difco- 
vered. The popular idea, he obferves, that life 
quits the body in an aerial form, at the inftant 
refpiration ceafes, has introduced dangerous 
error. He is of opinion, that the vital prin¬ 
ciple, like that of electricity (to which he thinks 
it bears flrong affinity) often remains in a dor¬ 
mant (late, without betraying any figns of its 
prefence, till it happens to be roufed by the pro¬ 
per, modes of excitation. Hence he confiders 
the clay-cold*hand, the ftiffnefs of the limbs, the 
dilatation of the pupil, the cadaverous counte¬ 
nance, and in fotr.e cafes, even putrefaction itfelf 
as equivocal figns of abfolute death. He fpeaks 
of a peculiar glajfmefs of the eye, when accom¬ 
panied with coldnefs and flaccidity of the fkin, 
as being one of the moft certain criterions of 
pofitive death. Another fign, likewife, which 
he thinks deferves our particular attention is, 
when air, blown into the mouth, pafles without 
interruption through the whole alimentary canal, 

•as 
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as this affords a ftrong prefumptive proof that 
the internal fphinCters have loft their irritability, 
and of courfe that life is totally exhaufted. 

Among other means of reftoring fufpended 
animation he recommends inflation of the lungs 
with dephlogifticated air; and the ufe of electri¬ 
city, beginning with the flighted lhocks, and 
gradually proceeding to make the eleCtrical cir¬ 
cuit pafs more brifkly in different directions 
through the region of the heart, the lungs, and 
fpinal marrow. He obferves, that at that critical 
period when flight twitchings or gafpings mark 
the firft dawn of returning life, inftead of in- 
creaftng ., it will be prudent to diminijh the elec¬ 
trical current, left the vital fpark be again ex- 
tinguiftied. 

'In cafes where the natural heat of the body, 
in confequence of remaining fome time under 
water, or expofure to extreme cold, is apparent¬ 
ly extinguifhed, he thinks it may be very necef- 
fary to apply artificial heat, and for this purpofe 
recommends a fweating chair or warm bath 
heated to i oo°. On the other hand he obferves, 
that perfons fuffocated by the fumes of charcoal 
require to be expofed to the cold air, and cold 
water, and are liable to relapfe if brought into a 
warm room $ that it is found requiftte to rub 

B b 2 the 
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the frozen with fnow * and that dephlogifticated 
air feems to be peculiarly adapted to the reco¬ 
very of thofe who are overcome by mephitic va¬ 
pours, as electricity does to thofe who are ftruck 
by lightning. He recommends the injecting warm 
dephlogifticated air into the inteftines inftcad of 
the fumes of tobacco. He thinks that the fick- 
nefs and univerfal languor which thefe fumes 
ufually produce on other occafioris, when they 
penetrate beyond the valve of the colon, but ill 
fuits with the idea of reftoring animation. He 
queries whether the fame objection may not be 
urged againft the operation of emetics in thefe 
cafes. 

In a poftfeript to his letter. Dr. Fothergill re-, 
commends the ufe of dephlogifticated air as a 
corrector of the impure air of courts of judica¬ 
ture, hofpitals, prifons, &c. He obferves that 
the Pennfylvanian ftove, which already excels in 
throwing out warm (teams of atmofpheric air, 
might eafily be adapted to the above intention. 
He likewife advifes (on theoretical grounds only, 
as he candidly confeffes) the ufe of dephlogifti¬ 
cated air in the Influenza. He recommends, on 
tTie authority of Abbe Fontana, the breathing 
this fpecies of air through lime water, in order 
to make it ferve for refpiration thirty times a$ 

T, ♦ 'K ■ t - # f ' Z 
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long as in the ordinary way. This procefs, if it 
would (land the tell of experiment, would cer¬ 
tainly be a difcovery of the very firft magnitude; 
but unfortunately, it has been proved by Dr. 
Prieftley {Exp. and Obf relating to various branches 
of Nat. Phil. Vol. 2.), that both the fa< 5 t and the 
reafoning urged in fupport of' it are void of 
foundation. 


SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

v - / 

I. Remarks on the ufe of the Nux vomica in Dyfen - 

tery. By J. O. Hagftrom, M. D. Provincial 
Phyfician in Wejl-Gothland. Tranflated from the 
Swedijh by a Member of the Society. Read 
March 4, 1782. 

P UTRID fevers and dyfenteries have of late 
prevailed much in this province, efpecially 
among the lower fort of people, many of whom 
have died before any proper remedies could be 
adminiftered. Aged perfons and children fuf- 
fered much under thefe complaints, but none 
piore than fcorbutic and confumptive patients, 

very 



very few of the latter having been preferved, and 
thofe not without great trouble. 

The dyfentery began to make its appearance 
in the autumn of 1772, and foon became very 
general, not only in the town of Linkoping, but 
likewife in the country. Having received orders 
from Baron Stromfield, our Governor, to vifit 
the different parifhes in which the epidemic pre¬ 
vailed, I prefcribed fuch remedies as are ufually 
recommended in cafes of this fort; but finding 
that they did not always produce the defired ef¬ 
fect, and that the price of them oftentimes ex¬ 
ceeded the abilities of the poor, 1 was defirous 
of difcovering fome medicine which might unite 
cheapnefs with efficacy. Recolle&ing the theo¬ 
retical propofition of fome celebrated phyficians, 
that the epidemic dyfentery is an haemorrhage of 
the inteftines brought on by animalculse, I was 
led to imagine that the nux vomica , which is 
known to be fatal to large animals, might alfo 
prove equally deftru&ive to thefe animalculae. 
The auftere tafle of this fubftance confirmed me 
in my ideas on this fubjedt, and knowing that 
it might be taken in fmall dofes without danger, 1 
1 ventured to try its effedts. I began by cleanfing 
the bowels with rhubarb and cream of tartar, 
after which I prefcribed a fcruple of nux vomica 
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in powder to be taken once a day. The good 

effe&s of this remedy exceeded my moft fan- 

^ _ 

guine expe&ations. To relate all the cafes in 
which I adminiftered it would be fuperfluous, I 
fhall therefore content myfelf with giving the 
heads of the two following. 

Cafe I. A boy fifteen years old was attacked 
with fymptoms of fever, and violent griping 
pains in his bowels, attended with frequent bloody 
(tools. He took every morning for fome days 
a dole of rhubarb, and at'night a dofeof Tkeriaca 
Andromachi , but the dyfenteric fymptoms (till 
remaining obftinate, I gave him a fcruple of nux 
vomica once a day in barley water, and after 
taking four dofes of it he was perfectly well. 

Cafe. II. A tradefman in Linkoping after la¬ 
bouring for feveral days under a fevere dyfen- 
tery fent for me. As he was of a plethoric habit, 
and had a quick, full pulfe, I began with pre¬ 
ferring venaefedtion, and a vomit of Ipecacuanha, 
after which I gave him rhubarb and cream of 
tartar, and at night a dofe of Theriaca Andro¬ 
machi. By this method he got better, but re- 
dapfing again, I adminiftered the nux vomica, 
two dofes of which proved effe&ual. 

The good effe< 5 ls of this remedy in the above 
and a great number of other fimilar cafes which 

fell 
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fell under my own care, induced me to give a 
quantity of the powder to the Reverend Mr. 
Beckmark, Minilter of Krilberg, to diftribute it 
among his poor parishioners, but being afraid 
that they would not take it if they knew that it 
was nux vomica , which is confidered as a poifon, 
I gave it the name of American Powder, It was 
not long before the fame clergyman applied to 
me for a frelh fupply of the medicine, alluring 
me that it had had a wonderful good effed as 
well in the dyfenteries that had fucceeded a putrid 
fever, as in thofe in which no fuch fever had 
. preceded. I received funilar accounts from fe- 
vcral other clergymen to whom I intruded the 
fame medicine for the ufe of the poor in their 
refpe&ive parilhes. I have taken care to fend 
copies of the letters I received from thefe Gentle¬ 
men to the College of Phyficians at Stockholm, 
and likewife to the Chevalier Bacek, phyfician to 
the King. From thefe letters it appears that in 
each of thefe parilhes a great number of dyfen- 
teric patients have been cured by this remedy; 
and that in the fingle parilh of Schedwi it has 
been adminiltered to 245 out of 255 perfons 
who were attacked with dyfentery, of which 
number only 22 died, ten of whom were chil¬ 
dren who refufed to take the medicine,, and the 

- twelve 



twelve others were perfons who did not apply 
for relief till they were greatly reduced by the 
difeafe. In the greater number of cafes a cure 
was effected in three or four days. Many of the 
patients took the nux vomica alone without the 
previous ufe of rhubarb or any other medicine. 
Perfons who had been inured to hard labour and 
a coarfe diet were the fubjeds with whom it 
feemed to be moft efficacious, and it was found 
to agree better and to be more adive when taken 
in warm water or beer than when fwallowed in 

i 

either of thofe liquors cold. 

It is a known fad that oily and fulphureous 
fubftances are deftrudive to atari, and I have 
met with feveral inftances during the epidemic I 
have been fpeaking of, where the dyfentery has 
been cured by fweet butter, hog’s lard, a mix¬ 
ture of gunpowder and brandy, &c.; and this 
obfervation feems to confirm the idea that thefe 
animalcule are the caufe of the violent griping in 
the dyfentery. 

I ffiall referve my remarks on the effeds of 
other medicines in this difeafe till another op¬ 
portunity. In the mean time I ffiall hope that 
the remedy I have been recommending, and the 
utility of which I have fo fully experienced, will 
be found equally efficacious by others. 

C c 
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II. A Cafe of Calculus, attended with a fungus 
of the bladder. Communicated by F. Swediar, 
M.D. pbyfician in London. Read April 8,1782. 

A Gentleman who had enjoyed a pretty good 
ftate of health till about his fortieth year, 
upon jumping one day out of a phaeton, was 
feized with a moll acute pain in his back and 
about the region of the bladder. A few mw 
nutes after this, feeling an inclination to make 
water, he voided with great difficulty and pain 
a few drops of bloody urine, and the pain in- 
creafing, his urine became totally fuppreffed. Re-. 

r 

peated venaefebtions, clyfters, gentle evacuants, 
the warm bath and other remedies removed thefe 
alarming fymptoms in a ffiort time and the na¬ 
tural fioto of urine was reftored. From that 
time, however, his urine conftantly afforded more 
or lefs of a mucous fediment, and any little ir¬ 
regularity in diet, or violent exercife, brought 
on pain and difficulty in making water, and 
lometimes a total fuppreffion of urine which 
more than once brought his life into danger. In 
this painful way he pafifed three years, when, 
Upon being fearched, a (tone was felt in the blad¬ 
der, and he fubmitted to the operation. A ftone 
pf a deep mulberry colour, weighing an ounce 

and 
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arid a quarter, was extracted. The operation 
was fucceeded by violent inflammation, and he 
died on the third day. 

He had expreflfed a defire that his body might 

% 

be opened after death, and it was accordingly 
examined the day following. The principal feat 
of the difeafe, as was expected, was found to be 
in the bladder, the whole of which was preter- 
naturally thickened, and on its inner furface, 
about an inch from its neck, was obferved a 
confiderable fungus. The kidnies were (lightly 
difeafed. The abdominal and thoracic vifcera 
afforded no remarkable appearance. 

From what was obferved it feemed probable 
that at firft the done had adhered to the bladder, 
and occafioned little or no inconvenience till it was 
feparated by the violent exertion above fpoken 
of, and then gave rife to the formation of the 
fungus. 

Newman-Jlreet , 

March 26, 1782. 
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SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

1 

T H E Royal College of Phyficians at Nancy 

have propofed the following prize quef- f 

tions : “ 1. What are the unwholefome proper- 
“ ties of fnow water, ice water, or the waters 
“ of chalky and gypfeous foils ? What affinities 
u and diftinftions are there between thefe four 
“ fpecies of water, relative to their chemical 
• “ compofition and their dietetic effeCts ? What 
“ is the reafon that all waters which contain 
' “ chalk or gypfum, as well as thofe which de- 
<! rive their lource from melted fnow or ice, are 
“ not equally unwholefome ? Why do the two 
“ firfl: produce the fame effects as the two laft of f 

“ thefe waters, notwithHanding the difference in 
<c many refpe< 5 ls that exiHs between them ?” 

“ 2. What degree of influence have they in the 
“ production of certain popular or endemial dif- 
“ eafes, particularly in Bronchocele , Scrophula , and 
“ Rachitis ? Does this influence extend to calcu- 
<l lous and gouty affeCtions ? Will this inquiry 
“ lead to the difeovery of any analogy between 
. “ the lymphatic or glandular fyftem, and the 

“ bones 
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“ bones and articulations •, or to afcertain whe- 
“ ther the unwholefome effefVs of thefe different 
“ waters take place in the procefs of chylifica- 
*• tion or in that of any other particular fe- 
“ cretion ?” 

As it will be difficult for any one to examine 
all the waters in queftion, Diffiertations will be 
received which treat only of one fpecies, and as 
many medals, of ioo livres each, will be diftri- 
buted as there may be found works defervirrg 
the prize in the opinion of the committee ap¬ 
pointed by the College. The diffiertations are 
to be written in French or Latin, and fent to 
Dr. Harmant, Prefident of the College, before 
May i, 1784. 


The Royal Academy of Surgery at Paris have 
propofed the following queftion for a prize me¬ 
dal of the value of 500 livres : “ What may be 
“ the influence of the paffiions of the mind in 
“ chirurgical difeafes, and what are the means 
“ of obviating their effects ? ” The Difiertations 
on this fubjeft are to be written in French or 
Latin, and fent to M. Louis, Secretary to the 
Academy, before December 31, 1782. 

The 


j • 
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The Royal Medical Society at Paris have ofL 
fered a premium of 300 livres to the perfon who 
lhall “ determine by chemical analyfis the na- 
ture of the antifcorbutic remedies procured from 
the tribe of cruciform plants.”—This clafs (cru- 
ciformes) in Tournefort’s method, correfponds 
with the Tttradynamia of Linnasus. The differ- 
tations are to be written in Latin or French and 
fent to M. Vicq D’Azyr, Secretary of the So¬ 
ciety, before the 1 ft of May, 1783* 

Extra# of a Letter from a Phyfician at Gottin¬ 
gen to a Member of the Society. Dated Got¬ 
tingen April 13, 1782. 

« Avery ingenious paper on the receptacles’ 

. of air, in birds, has lately been communicated to 
our Royal Society, by Profeffor Merrem, who lec¬ 
tures here on the natural hiftory of the ancients. 
Among other experiments he made a hole in the 
os humeri of a pigeon, through which he in¬ 
jected wax, and by this means completely filled 
all the aerial receptacles. He next injedted the 
arteries of a hen with blue, and the receptacles 
with red wax. He is convinced that the afpera 
arteria has no openings between the bronchia, 
through which the air can pafs into the cavity 
of the thorax, as fome have afferted. He ob- 

ferves 
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ferves that the lungs are covered with a thin 
membrane in which there are feveral foramina, 
through which the air pafies into the different re*! 
peptacles. This paper, which will probably ap¬ 
pear in the next volume of our Commentaries, 
will be illuftrated by feveral curious engravings. 

“ I fhall fend you by the firft opportunity that 
prefents itfelf, feveral inaugural Differtations, 
which have lately beep printed here. One of 
* them, by Dr. B. F. Munch, relates to the ufe of 
the Belladona in Canine Madnefs. It feems that 
his father, who is a clergyman at Cloze, has for 
many years adminiftered the root of this plant in 
powder with great fuccefs, and in a great number 
of cafes. The refult of this practice is given in 
the thefis. To very young children he gives at 
firft one grain: in adults he begins with ten grains, 
repeating and gradually increafing the dofe every 
other night, it heing neceffary, we are told, to 
wait forty-eight hours between each dofe. After 
taking the medicine, the patient is to lie in bed, 
and promote perfpiration by means of warm 
diluting drink. If it occafions a troublefome ver T 
tigo, which, as fometimes has been the cafe, does 
not eafily go off, an emetic, or purge, or a few 
fpoonfuls of vinegar, generally remove it. As a 
preventative, three dofes are faid to be, in general, 

. Sufficient. 



I 



[ 200 ] 

fufficient. If the fymptoms of hydrophobia are 
a&ually prefenr, the fame remedy is prefcribed' 
in a large dofe, with the addition of warm bath¬ 
ing, dyfters, anointing the wound with oil, &c. 
I mull candidly confefs to you, that I am far 
from being fanguine in my expe&ations from 
this new remedy, notwithftanding the many fine 
things that Dr. Munch fays of it-, but as fo little 
has hitherto been done in thefe melancholy cales, 
it certainly has a claim to our attention.” 

We have lately feen the profpeflus c- 1 " a new 
work, which is to be entitled 41 Encyclopedic 
“ Methodique ou par ordre des Matieres, par 
<l une Soci^te des Gens de Lettres, de Savans et 
44 d’Artiftes, precede d’un vocabulaire univerfel 
44 fervant de Table pour tout l’ouvrage, orne des 
44 Portraits de M. M. Diderot et d’Alembert, 
44 premiers editeurs de ^Encyclopedic.” It is 
to be printed in two forms ; one in 4to. with 
three columns, in 42 volumes of letter-prels, 
and fcven volumes of plates •, the other in Sco. 
with two columns, in 84 volumes, befides feven 
of plates. The price to fubfcribers will be 67.2 
livrcs to non-fubfcribers, -798 *, and the whole 
work is to be finifhed in five years. None of 
the volumes are to be had feparate. 


This 
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This work is to confift of twenty-fix dictiona¬ 
ries, of which we fhall juft enumerate the titles, 
with the names of the authors, that our readers 
may form (ome idea of the magnitude of the 
undertaking, and of the manner in which it is 
likely to be executed.— i. Mathematics, 2 vols. 
4to. by Abbe Bofiut and M. de la Lande*, 

2. Natural Philofophy, 1 vol. by M. Mongez; 

3. Phyfic, 2 or 3 vols. by M. Vicq D’Azyr; 

4. Anatomy and Phyfiology, human and com¬ 
parative, 1 vol. by the fame, afiifted, in the 
comparative part, by M. D’Aubenton ; 5. Sur¬ 
gery, 1 vol. by M. Louis; 6. Chemiftry, Me¬ 
tallurgy, and Pharmacy, 2 vols. by Mefiieurs de 
Morveau, du Hamel, and Moret ; 7. Agricul¬ 
ture, 2 vols. by Abbe Tefiier, M. Thourin, and 
M. Fougeroux de Bondaroy; 8. The Natural 1 
Hiftory of Animals, 3 vols. by Mefiieurs D’Au¬ 
benton, Mauduyt, and Guenau de Montbeillard ; 

9. Botany, 2 vols. by the Chevalier de la Marck; 

10. The Natural Hiftory of Foflils, 1 vol. by 
M. D’Aubenton-, 11. Natural Hiftory, and 
Phyfical Geography, 1 vol. by M. Defmarets; 
12. Geography, ancient and modern, 2 vols. by 
Mefiieurs Robert, Mafion de Morvilliers, Men- 
telle, and Bonne; 13. Antiquities, 1 vol. by M. 
Court de Geblin; 14. Hiftory, 2 vols. by M. 

Vol. III. N° II. D d Gaillard ; 
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Gaillard ; 15. Theology, 2 vols. by Abbe $er : 
gier; 16. philofophy, ancient and modern, 

I vol. by M. Naiglon •, 17. Metaphyfics, Logic, 
and Morality, 1 vol. by M. Guenau de Mont- 
beiUard; 18. Grammar and Literature, 1 vol. 
by Meflieurs Marmontel and Beauzee; 19. Civi} 
Law, .3 vols. by Abbe Remy ; 20. Finances, 
i vol. by M. Digeon •, 2 1. Political Oeconomy, 
j vol. by Abbe Beaudeau; 22. Commerce,, 

1 vol. by Abbe Beaudeau and M. Benoit; 23. 
Marine, 2 vols. by Meflieurs Vial de Clairbois 
and Blondeau, ProfefTors at Breft; 24. Art of , 
War, 2 vols. by Meflieurs de Keraflo and de 
Pommereuil; 25. Fine Arts, 1 vol. by Abbe 
Amaud and M. Suard; 2^. Arts and Trades^ 

4 vols. by Meflieurs Roland de la Platiere, 
Perier, Fougeroqx de Bondaroy, Defmarets, and 
others ; 27. General Index to the whole, 1 vol. 
4to. 

• % 

It has been remarked of Epidemic Catarrhs, 
that they have qfually been the mod widely and 
generally fpreading epidemic known. This ob T 
fervation is particularly applicable to the late, ot 
rather prefcnt difeafe of this kind, for its influence 
can hardly yet be faid to be at an end. 

We have been informed by a very refpeftable 

Phyfl- 
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Phyfician, who is lately returned to this country 
from Ruffia, that the Influenza began to prevail 
at St. Peterlburgh about the beginning of Fe¬ 
bruary. It was traced from Tobolfky, and was 
fuppofed to have come thither from Chiria; fo 
that, like the generality of former epidemics of 
this kind, it feems to have been of Aflatic origin. 
It foon fpread through the whole Ruffian empire, 
appearing with nearly the fame fymptoms as it 
has done here, but with more of the inflammatory 
type, a circumftance which may be afcribed to 
the difference of feafon and climate. Many per- 
fons, at St. Peterfburgh, had a fecond, and even 
a third attack. Thefe relapfes were generally at¬ 
tended with confiderable inflammatory fymptoms, 
and oftentimes proved fatal. 

This difeafe fpread rapidly through all the 
Northern parts of Europe, and about the begin¬ 
ning of May began to be felt in London. The 
fpring here, as well as in other parts of Europe, 
had been unufually backward $ and the weather, 
for fome weeks previous to the appearance of the 
epidemic, had been cold and wet. The wind 
had blown-chiefly from the N. and N. E. quar¬ 
ters. 

About the 20th of May it became extremely 
general, and continued co be fo during the re- 

D d 2 mainder 
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mainder of the month. Some hot days in the 
beginning of June feemed to have difarmed it of 
much of its violence; and after the fecond week 
we heard but of few frefti attacks. In Kent and 
Sufiex, and in the Weftern counties, it began to 
be felt nearly about the fame time as in London; 
but in the Northern parts of the kingdom it ap¬ 
peared fomewhat later. At Edinburgh, tho* as 
general, it was much milder than in London. 
One of our correfpondents, who refides in Kent, 
near the coaft, informs us, that it pafled off very 
lightly in that part. 6 ‘ Few (fays he) have 
efcaped it j but I know not of a fingle inftance 
of danger.’* ~ 

We have been allured, by a very ingenious 
phyfician, that an entire family in the city efcaped, 
altho* all their neighbours were attacked with it; 
and feveral inftances have fallen within our own 
oblervation of one or more perfons of a family 
efcaping while the reft were afle&ed. 

The fymptoms produced by this epidemic 
were extremelyvarious. In the greater number 
of patients it began with a ftoppage at the nofe, 
laflitude, pains in the back and limbs, a fenfe 
of weight and a dull heavy pain about the fore¬ 
head, chiefly in the direction of the frontal fi- 
nufes, and extending from thence to the temples 

and 
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and fometimes to one or both ears. On the fe- 
cond or third day, in Tome cafes fooner, in others 
later, a copious difcharge of mucus began to 
take place from the nofe, and the patients were 
troubled with a frequent dry cough, the feat 
of which feemed to be principally about the la¬ 
rynx. While thefe fymptoms were going on, 
and efpecially during the firft days of the dileafe, 
the pulfe was quickened to 100, and in many to 
120 ftrokes in a minute, but without any increafed 
fulnefs. 

Some had violent pains about the face with 
little or no cough; others had a troublefome 
ophthalmia with a difcharge of acrid tears. In 
feveral the night fever was attended with (light 
delirium. The patients who were fo affe<fted 
were generally weak and extremely irritable. In 
fome the difcharge from the nofe preceded the 
pain in the head, while in others it did not come 
on till two or, three days after it, and we met 
with fome cafes where there was a violent throb¬ 
bing pain of the head without any difcharge 
from the noftrils. In fome it produced a (light 
fore throat, and feveral complained that they 
loft their tafte for three or four days after the 
violence of the fymptoms was abated.—Of all 
this variety of fymptoms the pain about the 

finufes 
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finufes of the face feemed to be the mod con- 
ftant. 

Some who had it (lightly got well in three or 
four days, while others were extremely ill with 
it for a fortnight, and we dill every day meet 
with patients whofe complaints of cough, lofs of * 
flelh, &c. are owing to the feverity of the In¬ 
fluenza, or to its having been improperly treated. 

As hardly any valetudinarians efcaped it, and 
as in thefe it generally appeared with the greateft 
feverity, fo in general it was attended with dan¬ 
gerous fymptoms only in patients of this clafs. 
We have heard of feveral inftances where it feem- 
ed to have hadened the death of the patient by 
coming on in the advanced ftage of phthifis or 
other dangerous complaints j but we have feen 
no cafe where it proved fatal to patients who 
were previoufly in a good (late of health. 

Of the medicines that were preferibed in this 
- complaint a fmall dofe or two of emetic tartar 
given at the beginning fo as to excite naufea and 
a flight diaphorefis, (eemed to have the bed ef¬ 
fects. The oily mixture, with nitre, and Elixir 
Paregoricum, were ufeful in mitigating the cough. 
In many cafes the inhaler was ufed with advan¬ 
tage. By thefe Ample means, and attention to 
diet, the diforder, in the word cafes, was eafily 

removed. 
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removed. Of the many patients we faw in this 
way, there were but few who feemed to require 
bleeding, and thefe were chiefly pregnant wo¬ 
men, in whom there is always a difpofition to in¬ 
flammatory diathefis. 

We have feen no inftance of a fecond attack, 
that is, no cafe where the difeafe occurred again 
with the fame or any thing like the fame fymp- 
toms as at firft; but we have met with feveral 
patients, chiefly females, who fome days after 
their recovery from a fevere attack of the Influ¬ 
enza have had a troublefome deep feared cough 
and flight fever, which by proper care have ge¬ 
nerally gone off in a few days. 


Dr. Brouffonnet, of Montpellier, a very in¬ 
genious naturalift who is at prefent in London, 
is preparing a natural hiftory of fifties, which he 
intends to publifti in numbers. Each number is 
to confift of ten' plates and five ftieets of letter- 
prefs in Latin. 

M. Horne, one of the phyficians to the Duke 
^’Orleans, has begun to publifti at Paris a new 
periodical work, entitled, 'Journal de MederineMi- 

Utaire , a number of which is to appear every 

third 
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third month. It confdts of obfervations made in 
military hofpitals. t 
% 

M. Willemet, apothecary at Nancy, in the 
Journal de Medecine for February 1782, has given 
the natural and medical hiftory of the Rhododen¬ 
dron Cbryfanthum. The medical account is taken 
chiefly from Koelpin (fee our ill vol. p. 226.), 
This plant which is the Rhohodendron ponticum 
of Linnaeus, is defcribed by Tournefort under 
* the name of Cham.frodendros pontica maxima , fo¬ 
lio lauro cerafi , and has been found by Alftroe- 
mer, a Swedilh naturalift, in the neighbourhood 
of Gibraltar. It grows fpontaneoufly in the Le¬ 
vant, on the coaftsof the'Black Sea, in the Ides 
. of the Archipelago and Kamchatka, and along 
the Amur in Ruflia, Siberia, and China. It 
abounds mod in rich foils, along rivers and lakes, 
and in the (hade. 

— n ■ ■ mm 
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An Academy of Sciences has lately been infti- 
tutcd at Lilbon. It is compofed of Twenty-four 
ordinary and the fame number of Honorary 
Members. Twelve of the latter are to be fo¬ 
reigners. There are likewife fupernumerary and 
correfponding Members. The Queen of Por¬ 
tugal has given the Academy apartments in the 

Palace 
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Wood ta be Surgeon to the forces in Jerfey.—* 

18. Mr. James Muir, hofpital-mate, ta be Sur¬ 
geon to the 3d regiment of foot.—29. Mr. John 
Mallet, of the 45th of foot, to be Surgeon to 
<he nth regiment of dragoons, Mr. William 
Hatchet, hofpital-mate, to be Surgeon to the 
45th regiment of foot.—31. Dr. James Hervey 
to be Phyfician to the Lock Hofpital, in the 
room of Sir Noah Thomas, Knt, who has re¬ 
fined. 

June 22. Mr. John Hulh to be Surgeon to 
the 2d troop of horfe grenadier guards. Dr. 
William Sinclair to be Surgeon to a corps of foot 
to ferve in Newfoundland.—25. Mr. Patrick 
Lindfay to be Surgeon to the 45th regiment of 
foot, in the room of Mr. Hatchet. 

D r E D. 

January. Mr. Robert Boyes, furgeon to the 
15th regiment of foot, killed at the fiege of 
Brimftone-hill, in the ifland of St. Chriftopher. 

March 25. At CuckEeld in Sufiex, Mr. Chat- 
field, apothecary.—29. In Queen-ftreet, Wefi> 
minfter, Dr. Thomas Wilbraham, Fellow of the 
College of Phyficians and R. S. and formerly 
phyfician to the Weflminfter Infirmary. 

April 21. At Folk Rone in Kent, Mr. T. 

Nickalls, 
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Nickalls, furgeon and apothecary.--29, £t 
Hackney, Dr. Thomas D.awfon, Member of the 
College of Phyficians, and formerly Phyfician to 
the Londpn Jrjofpital. 

May. At Wymondham, Norfolk, Mr. James 
Carver, furgeon. At Coventry, Mr. Bennet, 
apothecary.—2. At York, Mr. Anthony Hub- 
back, apothecary.—5. At Bowling, near Brad¬ 
ford, Yojkfliire, Mr. John Whitaker, apothe¬ 
cary.—13. Daniel Charles Solander, M. D. in 
the Univerlity of Upfal, LL. D. in that of Ox¬ 
ford, Fellpw of the Royal Societies of London, 
Stockholm, Upfal, &c. and one of the Under 

Librarians of the Britifh Mufeum. This cele- 

v A J ' * * •- / 

grated Natural ill was born in Sweden May 28 
1736. His death was occafioned by a fit of apo¬ 
plexy, .with which he was attacked on the 9th of 
May while in converfation, wich his ufual chepr- 
fulnefs, at his friend Sir Jofeph Banks’s in Soho- 
fquare. On difiedtion, a confiderabfe quantity 
of coagulated blood was found in the lateral ven¬ 
tricles of the brain.—At Nottingham, aged 32, 
Mr. John Hollis, furgeon.—16. Of a pulmonary 
confumption, at Reading in Berklhire, on his 
way .to Ireland, Dr. Dennis Ryan, late Afiiftant 
•Phyfician to the Military Hoipital in Jamaica, 

' £nd. author of two ingenious Efiays, publilhed in 

E e x former 
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former numbers of our Journal. He was born in 
1746 at New Park near Cafhel in Ireland, and ftu- 
died Phyfic at Edinburgh and Paris. He graduated 
at Rheims in 1779, and the year following fct 
out for Jamaica, with evident fymptoms of in- 
' cipient phthifis. The ill ftate of his health obliged 
him to return to England in 1781. He has left 
be hind him accounts of two or three interfiling 
cafes, which perhaps will appear in fome future 
number of our work •, and a Latin tranflation of 

• Dr. Duncan’s Medical Cafes , which is in the hands 

• of Profefior Hahn at Leyden, who has under¬ 
taken to get it printed.—At Saffron Walden in 
Effex, Dr. Brown, aged 89.—17. At Bath, Mr. 
Bufh, apothecary.—19. In Upper Brook-ftreet, 

' Weftminfter, aged 82, Mr. Buller, apothecary. 
' At Bath, Mr. John Donne, furgeon.—23. At 
Dewfbury, Yorkfhire, Mr. Battye, furgeon. 

June 4. At Berlin, aged 50 years. Dr. Zinnen- 
dorf, Firft Phyfician to the PrufTian army.— 
5.. In London, Mr. Robert Duckenfield, fur- 
. geon to the 2d troop of horfe grenadier guards. 
‘ —12. At Maidftone, Kent, aged 72 years, Mr, 
William Waller, apothecary. At Liverpool, 
: aged 82 years, Mr. Edward Livefley, formerly 
, a furgeon and apothecary in that town.—13. Mr. 
Samuel Ball Sherfton, furgeon to his Majefty*s 
hofpital fhip the Orford, at Sheernefs. 


SEC- 
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SECTION IV. 

'QjU ARTERLY CATALOGUE. 

i* r I ^ H E Valetudinarians Companion, or ob- 
A fervations on air, exercife, and regi¬ 
men, with the medical properties of the fea and 
mineral waters of Brighthelmfton. By Loftus 
Wood) M. D. Phyfician to the Mifericordia Ge¬ 
neral Diipenfary. 8vo. Watts, London, 1782. 

82 pages, is. 6d. 

2. A Defcription of the Influenza; with its 
diftinftion and method of cure. By R. Hamilton, 
M.D. and Fellow of the Royal Medicinal Society 
of Edinburgh. 8vo. Jchnfon , London, 1782. 

31 pages, is. 

3. Tentamen Medicum Inaugurale quaedam 
de vino £omple&ens. Au&ore Geo. M'Clen - 
nachan . 8vo. Edinb. 1781. p. 34. 

4. Difiertatio Inauguralis, qusedam de Fer- 
mentatione exhibens. A u ft ore Gulielm. Leijtet. 
8vo. Edinb. 1781. p. 37. 

5. De Syftematis Nervofi OfHciis, ejufque 
conditionibus nonnullis, Tentamen inaugurale. 
Auftore Carolo Stuart. 8vo. Edinb. 1781. p. 58. 

6 . Diflertatio Inauguralis de Scorbuto. Auftore 

Jacob0 Hem. 8vo. Edinb. 1781. p, 49. 

Tentamen 



7* Tentamen Medicum Inaugurate, amplec- 
tens quaedam de Vafis abforbentibus. Audtore 
Jch. Winter bottom. Edinb. 1781. p. 49. 

8. Diflertatio Inauguralis, de Plantarum incre- 
ipcnti Caufis. Auflore Archibald*) Lindfay. 8vo. 

- Edinb. 1781. p. 43. 

9. Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Lue Ve¬ 
nerea. Au&ore Qulielm. Harrifon . $vo. Edinb. 

- 1781. p. 58. 

Three experiments are related in this Difler- 
tation. In the firft, the matter of a phancre >yas 
introduced into the Urethra and excited a Go¬ 
norrhoea. In the fecond, the inner furface of the 
prepuce was inoculated with the matter of a 
Gonorrhoea, but without producing any ,efFe< 5 h 
In the third, matter from a chancre was mixed 
with quickfilver that had been previo.ufly extin- 
r guifhed with gum arabic, and afterwards intro¬ 
duced by inoculation into the fldn in various parts 
r ef the body. „ But this, like the fecend experi- 
. ment, produced no effedt. The two laft experi¬ 
ments, we are told, were repeated feyeral times 
_ and always with .the fame event. 

,XO..Piflertatio Medica Inauguralis de Apo- 
^plexia fajiguinea. Auflpre Job, JobnJlone. 8vo. 

* •* * * ♦ , r , ^ . 

Edipb. 1781. p. 34. 

11. Memoirs of the JLife and a view of the 

chara&er 
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character of the late Dr. John FcthergilL Drawn 
lip at the defire of the Medical Society of Lon¬ 
don. By Gilbert Fhompfon, M. D. Member of 
the Royal College of Phyficians, and Secretary to 
the Society. 8vo. Cadell, London, 178?. 45 p. 

12. De l’Eledtricite du corps humain dans 
Vetat de fante Sc de maladie. Ouvrage couronne 
par TAcademie de Lyon, dans lcqnel on traite 
de Pdeftricite de l’atmofphere, de fon influence 
Sc cle l'es effets fur l f economie animale, &c. Par 
M. VAbbe Bertholcn de S. Lazare, des Academies 
Royales des Sciences de Montpellier, Beziers, 
Lyon, &c. i. e. Of the Eledtricity of the hu- 
man Body, in health and in ficknefs. A work 
Crowned by the Academy atf Lyons, and which' 
treats of the eledtricity of the' atmofphere, of its* 
influence and effedts on the animal oeconomy. 
See. By the Abbe Berthdlon of St. Lazarus, See, 
j2mo. Paris, 1780. 540 p. 

13 1 . C. F. IVenfels des Chimie, See. i. e. Che- 

_ « 

mical Eflays on Metals, written with a view to 

afeertain their conftituent principles. By C. F. 

Wenjeh. 4to. Leipfic, 1781. 

In a work printed in 1773 the author gave a 

(in guiar treatife on the nature of gold, and fome 

Other metals, but without deferibing his pro* 

pelTes, IVfr. Cappel in oppofltion to that eflay 

maintained 
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maintained that gold did not give the reiults 
mentioned by Mr. Wenfels. The latter has now 
publifhed his procefles.. 

14. Aphorifmos deCirurgia de Hermann Boer- 

haave, comentados por fu difcipulo Van Swieten, 
y traducidos al Caftellano, con las notas de M. 
Luis, i . e. The Chirurgical Aphorifms of Her¬ 
man Boerhaave, commented on by his difciple 
Van Swieten, and tranflated into Spanilh, with 
the notes of M. Louis. By Don Juan Galijleo y 
Xiorro , Profeffor of Phyfic and Member of the 
Royal Medical Academy at Madrid. 8vo. Ma¬ 
drid. 1779. ; 

15. Arzneykundige Abhandlungen, herauf- 
gegeben von dem Collegio der Aerzte in Lon¬ 
don, i.e. Medical Tran factions publifhed by the 
College of Phyficians in London. Tranflated 
from the Englifli by D. C. Chr . Kraufe , 8vo, 
3 vols. Leipfic, 1778. 

16. Henrici Palmatii Levelingii , Philof. et Med. 
Po&or, Anat. Chirurg. et Inftitut. Medic, in 
Univerfitate Anglipolitana, Prof. Publ. &c. Ob- 
fervationes Anatomicse rariores de Valvula Euf- 
tachii et foramine ovali, quas pro gradu Dodoris 
defendit Franc. Xavier de Buglioni. 4*0. Angli- 
poli (Ingolftadt) 1780, with two copper-plates. 

17. Diflertatio Inauguralis pradico-medica de 

Mercurii 




Mercurii Sublimati Corrofivi in fiphylide efficaci 
tutoqu- ufu^ &c. Audtore G. Wijfikally. 8vo. 
Vienna, ^780. p. 40. 

18. Schohh. bud. Fink de Morbis biliofis ano- 
iiialis, occafione Epidemic cujus hiftoria prae- 
mifia eft, ab anno 1776 ad 1781 in Comitatu 
Teclinburgenfi obfervatae. 8vo. Munfter, 1781. 

19. Medinifch cekonomifche unterfuchung der 
fcigenfchafter und wiirkungen eines aechten und 
verfaelfchten- puders, &c. i. e. A medico-cecono- 
mical inquiry concerning the properties and e£- 
fedls of pure and adulterated powder, with all 
the known and fome new modes of preparing it. 
By Chriftian Fred. Reufs , M. D. & Prof. 8 Vo. 
Tubinguen, 1781. 96 p. 

This is a very learned Difieftation on hair 
powder. The author inquires into its etymo¬ 
logy and hiftory, and defcribes the deleterious 
effe&s of bad, and the properties of good pow¬ 
der. He calculates that 7200 bulhels of wheat 
are annually confumed in this manufadbure in 1 
country inhabited by 10,000 perfons, if only a 
thirtieth part of them ufe it. H9 points out 
other fubftances, befides ftarch, which may be 
fubftituted for powder. 

20. ^Lettere fopra A. Corn. Celfo, al celebre 

Abate Girolamo Tirabofchi. i. -e. Letters to the 
.. Vol. III. N° II. Ff celebrated 
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celebrated Abbe G. Tirabofchi conceYhing A. 
Corn. Celfus. 8vo. Rome, 1779. 278 pages. 

Thefe letters, which are twelve in number, 

. are the production of the late Dr. Bianconi, whofc 
death is announced page 101 of our prefent 
volume. 

21. Fafciculus Animadverfionum phyfiologici 
atque mineralogico-chemici argument!. AuCtore 
Carolo Henrico Kojilino , Phil, et Med. Do< 5 l. 
•Acad. Florent. et Societat. Teuton, JenenC 
Membro. 410. Stuttgard, 1780. 

A The nr ft of the three eflays contained in this 
.work, is entitled, “ Difquifitio Obfervationum 
“ Cl. della Torce de figura molecularum cruoris 
“ fanguinis.” Father delta Torre, in his expe- 
irjnients on the'blood, made ufe of glafs Ienles, 
or rather globules, by which the diameter of the 
objeCt was more increaled than by any microf- 
cope hitherto invented. By means of thefe lenfes 
he difcovered that the red particles of the blood 
which had generally been fuppofed to be of a 
globular fhape by phyfiologifts, were in faCt flat 
cylindrical rings, each of which was furnifhed 
with a little veficle or bladder.—The author of 
the work before us having had occafion to fee 
the ingenious father repeat his experiments, 
fufpeCted that his opinions relative to the fhape 

-- of 
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of thefe particles were not well founded. He 
has frnce repeated the experiments with glafles of 
different diameters given to him by father della 
Torre, and he acknowledges that the refults cor- 
refponded pretty exactly with della Torre’s ac¬ 
count; but he is of opinion that the real ap. 
pearance of the objeft is changed by the lens; 
for when globules of coloured glafs, made fo 
fmall as to be hardly perceptible to the naked 
eye, were viewed through della Torre’s glaffes, 
the middle of thefe alfo feemed to be fomewhat 
tranfparent, and he thinks there is no doubt but 
that if they could be made fufHciently minute to 
reprefent the globules of the blood, they would 
likewife give the appearance of a ring. 

The fecond effay is intitled, “ Exarnen mine- 
ralogico-chemicum raateriei quse Herculaneum et 
Pompeios anno 7 Er. Chrifti 79 fepelivit,” and the 
third relates to the origin of the Pumex cffictnalis, 
22. Sammlungen zur Phyfik und Naturgef- 

chichte von einigen Liebhabern diefer Wilfen- 

* 

fchaften, i.e. A Collection of traCts on Natural 
Philofophy and Natural Hiftory. Vol. I. 8vo. 
Leipfic, 1779, with 8 copper-plates. 

This collection contains profeffor Pallas’s 
obfervations on the formation of mountains, and 
the changes that have happened to the globe; 

F f 2 ^ Mr. * 
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Mr. Cavallo’s treatife of ele&ricity'; and feveraj 
tradts from the Philofoph. Tranf. Rozier’s Jour¬ 
nal, Buffon’s hiftory, and other works of repu¬ 
tation. 

23. Ignatii A Born , Equ. Acad. Imp. Nat. 
Cu£ Petropolit. Lpndin. See. Sodalis, Index 
rerum naturalium Mufei Casfarei Vindobonenfis. 
Par$ I. Teftacea. 8vo. Vienna 1778, with one 

1 

copper-pi ate. 

24. Teftacea Mufei Casfarei Vindobonenfis, 
quae juflu Mariae Therefias Auguftas difpofuit et 
deferipfit Ignatius A Born , Eques, &c. Folio. 
Vienna, 1780, with 18 coloured engravings. 

25. Au&arium ad Alb. Halleri Elementa 
Phyfiologias Corporis humani excerptum ex nov* 
editione et adaptatum veteri. 4to. Leipfic, 
1780. 

This* Supplement to Haller’s Phyfiology is 
intended to accommodate thofe who are in pof- 
feflion of the Quarto edition of that work. It 
is to be completed in eight numbers, one for 
each volume. Three numbers and part of a 
fourth are already publilhed; thefe include all 
the additions in the eight volumes (all that are 
as yet publilhed) of the oftavo edition. 

26. Chemifch Phyfilche Schriften ; i. e. Che- 
mico-phyfical Effays. By Francis Charles Achard y 

Pro- 
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Profeflbr of Chemiftry, and Member of the' 
Academy of Sciences at Berlin, See. 8vo.’ 
Berlin, 1780. 

i 

We have here twenty eflays, the greater part 
of which relate to Philofophical Chemiftry. In 
the fifth our author endeavours to proye that' 
the teeth are conftantly growing. He kept two 
fquirrels upon fofc food, which could require no 
maftication, and after a certain time he obferved 
that their teeth were confiderably lengthened; 
they continued to grow till at length the animals 
were unable to open their mouths, and died 
through inanition. . - - 

The ninth eflay relates to fome experiments 
on the elaftic gum, and a cheap method of making 
furgical inftruments with it, by diftolving it in 
oil of turpentine, and precipitating it with fpirit 
of wine. The gum, we are told, then appears 
in the form of a thick mucilage, which refumes 
its elafticity upon being dried in the air. 

In the twelfth we have an account of a palfy 

% 

cured by electricity; and in the thirteenth eflay 
the author treats of the incubation of eggs by 
electricity. 

27. Von der Wiirkung des Mohnfaffts in der 
tuftfeuche, &c. i. e. Of the efteCts of opium in 
the venereal difeafe. To which are added fome 
obfervations relative to the difeafes and natural 

hiftory 
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hiftory of North America. By John David 
Sch<tpff, M. D. Phylician to the troops of 
Anfpach - Bayreuth. With a preface by the 
editor, J. Delius , M. D. and Prof. 8vo, 

Erlangen, 1*781. - 1 

’ A young Englifhman was fo afflidled with the 
lues, that the pain arifing from his ulcers deprived 
him entirely of reft. In this ftate, opium miti¬ 
gated the pain, brought on a better digeftion of 
the ulcers, and was the chief means of procuring 
a cure which before had been defpaired of.— 

. The author remarks, that the fame remedy has 
fince been given in other fimilar cafes, and with 
fuccefs. Its effects are very fatisfadlorily ac¬ 
counted for by the editor in his preface, who 
flippofes that it adts in the fame manner in vene¬ 
real ulceration as belladonna, cicuta, &c. do in 
cancers. ' * / 

The author gives-an account of fome compara¬ 
tive experiments with different patients, in which 
he obierves, that thofe who were treated with 
mercury fuffered more and much longer than 
thofe who took opium. The work clofes with 
fome remarks on the climate and feafons of North 
America, and their influence on the health of 
the natives and ftrangers. 

28. Diflertatio Medica de fenflbilitate offlura 

mqc- 
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morbofa, quam Prefide Adolph0 Murray fuftimrtt 

- / 

Laurenttus BrandcliuS) M. A. 4 to.' Upfal, 1781. 

ProfefTor Murray attributes the fenfibility of 
the bones to the nerves, which he contends 
pafs even to the medulla. He mentions feveral 
cales to prove that the bones often become fen- 
fible when in a carious ftate. 
v There are feveral parts of the animal body 
which, tho’ infenfible in an healthy ftate, are 
rendered more or lefs fenfible by difeafe. Our 
author has remarked this change of difpofition 
in tendons, cellular membrane, and bones, and 
likewife that the fenfibility of the nerves is gra¬ 
dually increafed. He attributes the difficulty of 
difcovering the nerves in the bones to this, that 
their extremities lofe their cylindrical fhape, and, 
becoming flattened, are with difficulty diftin- 
guiffied from the cellular texture. 

The compreffion of the nervous fibrillas in a 
found ftate of the bones, he fuppofes to be the 
caufe of the infenfibility of the latter, and that 
hence they acquire feeling in proportion as they 
become carious and fpongy. 

29. Diflertatio lnauguralis Medica, exponens 
.vulnerum cum deperditione fubftantia Mcde- 
lam. Auftore Ottone Philippo Wiedenfeld. 4to, 
Gottingse, 1781. 

30. Dif- 
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30. Dififertatio Medica Inauguralis de Ftepati* 

tide. Auftore Jofepho SigijbertMiytel. 4to. Nancy, 
1781. .. . v 

31. De limitanda Jaude librorum medicorum 
prafticorum ufui populari deftinatorunfii Auc- 
tore J. A. Murray, M. D. & Prof. 4to. Got¬ 
tingen, 1779- P* 3 2 - 

' Since the appearance of M. Tiffot*s Avis ail 
Peuple , France and Germany (we may add Eng¬ 
land tooj have been deluged with popular treatifes 
on phyfic. This has given rife to the prefent 
work. * 

32. Difiertation fur les ayantages de PallaitC- 

ment des enfans pat leurs meres j ouvtage qui a 
ete couronne par la Faculte de Medecine de 
Paris, dans fa feance publique le 9 Decembre 
1779. i. e. Differtation on the advantages re- 
fulting from mothers fuckling their children; 
being the work that obtained the prize given by 
the Faculty of Phyfic of Paris at their public 
meeting, December 9, 1779. By M. Landais, 
M. D. Phyfician at Efiarts in Poitou. 8vo, 
Paris, 1781. 55 pages. 
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LONDON MEDICAL JOURNAL, 

For JULY, AUGUST, and SEPTEMBER, 

1782. 

SECTION I. 

I 

BOOKS. 

I. Farther remarks on the ufelefs fate of the lower 
limbs , in conference of a curvature of the fpine , 
being a fupplement to a former treatife on that 
fubjeft.^ By Percival Pott, F. R. S. Surgeon 
to St. Bartholomew's Hofpital. 8vo. Johnfon, 
London , 1782. 64 pages. 

I T is now three years fince this ingenious and 
refpeftable writer firfb publifhed his obfer- 
vations on the difeaie which makes the fub- 
jedt of the prefeht tradt. His wiflies and ex- 
pedtations with regard to the method of cure, 
which he then propofed, have been moft pleaf- 
ingly fulfilled. He has received fuch repeated 
teftimony of its fuccefs from, fo large a number 
Vol. III. N° III. Gg of 
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of the mod eminent praflitioners, not only in 
this town and kingdom, but in many other 
parts of Europe *, that thefe, he allures us, 
added to his own experience, haye completely 
fatisfied him, and enabled him to fay, that in 
proper cafes, and under proper treatment, he 
has no doubt of its being univerfal. 

The difeafe in queftion, is a difeafe of the 
Spine, producing an alteration in its natural 
figure, and not unfrequently attended with a 
partial, or a total lofs of the power of ufing, 
or even of moving, the lower limbs. 

From this lad circumftance (the lofs of the 
ufe of the limbs) it has in general been called 
a palfy, and treated as a paralytic affe&ion ; to 
which it is in almoft every refped perfe&ly un¬ 
like. 

\ 

The occafion of this miftake, our author ob- 
ferves, is palpable; the patient is deprived of 
the ufe of his legs, and has a deformed incurva¬ 
tion of the fpine; the incurvation is fuppofed to 
be caufed by a diflocation of the vertebrae \ the 
difplaced bones are thought to make an un¬ 
natural preflure* on the fpinal marrow, and a 
preffure on that being Very likely to produce a 
paralyfis of fome kind, the lofs of the ufe of 
the legs is in this cafe determined to be fuch: 

the 
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tlW truth it, that there is no diflocation, no un- 
natural preflure made on the fpinal marrow, 
*rtor afe the limbs by any means paralytic, as 
will appear to whoever will examine the two 
complaints with any degree of attention. 

In the true paralyfis the mufcles of the af- 
fetted limb are foft, flabby, unrefiftirlg, and in¬ 
capable of being put into even a tonic (late; 
the limb itfelf may be placed in almoft any po* 
fition, and the joints are perfectly and eafily 
moveable in every direction. 

In the prefent cafe, the mufcles are more ex* 
tertuated, and lefiened in fize, but they are 
rigid, and always at leaft in a tonic Rate ? by 
. which the knees and ancles acquire a ftiffnefs 
not very eafy to overcome j by means of this 
ftiffnefs, mixed with a kind of fpafm, the legs 
of the patient are either conftantly kept ftretcfc 
cd out ftrait, in which cafe confiderable force is 
required to bend the knees, or they are by the 
adfcion of the ftfofiger mufcles drawn acrofs 
each other, in fuch manner as to require as 
much to feparate them j when the leg is in a 
ftrait pofirion, the extenfor mufcles aft fo power¬ 
fully as to require a confiderable degree of force 
to bend the joints of the knees •, and when they 
have been bent, the legs are immediately drawn 

Gg 2 up 
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up with the heels towards the buttocks: by the 
rigidity of the ancle joints, joined to the fpaf- 
modic adtion of the gaftrocnemii mufcles, the 
patient’s toes are pointed downward in fuch 
manner as to render it impoflible for him to put 
his foot flat to the ground; which makes one of 
the decifive charadieriftics of the diftemper. 

Thefe, according to our author, are the 
marks of the diftindtion which ought to be 
made between the two difeafes. They are cer¬ 
tainly fully fufficient to fhew the impropriety 
of confounding them with each other. 

The majority of thofe who labour under this 
difeafe are infants or young children. Adults 
are by np means exempt from it; but Mr. Pott 
Jias never feen it at an age beyond forty. 

When it attacks a child who is old enough to 
have walked properly, its aukward and imper- 
fedt manner of ufing its legs is the circumftance 
which firft excites attention, and the incapacity 
pf ufing them at all, w|nch very foon follows, 

s 

fixes that attention and alarms the friends. 

The account moil frequently given is, that 
for fome time previous to the incapacity, the 
child had been obferyed to be languid, liftlefs, 
unwilling to move much, or brilkly, and that 
)ie was very foon tired j that he had been obr 
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ferved frequently to trip and (tumble, although 
no impediment lay in his way* that when he 
moved haftily, his legs would crofs each other 
involuntarily, by which he was often and fud- 
denly thrown down ; that if he endeavoured 
to (land (till, and upright, unfupported by an¬ 
other perfon, his knees would totter and bend 
under him •, that he could not, with any degree 
of precifion or certainty, fteadily direft eiiher of 
his feet to any particular point *, that foon after 
this he complained of frequent pains and twitch- 
ings in his thighs, particularly when in bed, 
and of an uneafy fenfation at the pit of his fto- 
ipach; that when he fat on a chair, his legs were 
almoft always found acrofs each other, and 
cjrawn up under the feat; and that in a little 
time after thefe particulars had been obferved, 
he totally loft the power of walking. 

Thefe, we are told, are the general circum- 
ftances which are found, at lead in fome degree, 
and that pretty uniformly, in moft infants and 

children j but there are others which are different 

* 

in different fubje&s. * 

If the incurvation be of the neck, and feveral 
vertebrae are affefted, the child finds it painful 
to fupport its own head. If the dorfal vertebrae 
are difeafed, lofs of appetite, hard dry cough, 

laborious 
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laborious refpiratkm, quick pulfe, and difpo- 
fition to he&ic, appear pretty early. In an 
adult, the attack and the progrefs of the difeafe 
are much the fame; but there are fome few 
circumftances, our author obferves, which may 
be learned from a patient of fuch age, which 
cither do not make an impreflion on a child, or 
do not happen to it. 

An adult, in a cafe wherq no violence hath been 
committed, or received, will tell you, that his 
firft intimation was a fenfe of weaknefs in his 
back bone, accompanied with a heavy, dull 
kind of pain and great laffitude *, that this was 
loon followed by an unufual fenfe of coldnefs in 
his thighs, and a palpable diminution of their 
fcnfibility; that in a little time more, his limbs 
were frequently convulfed by involuntary twitch- 
ings, particularly in the night; that foon after 
this, he not only became incapable of walking, 
but that his power either of retaining or dif* 
charging his urine and faeces was conftderably 
impaired, and his penis became incapable of 
erection. 

The adult alio, it is added, finds all the 
offices of his digeftive and refpiratory organs 
much affc&ed, and complains conftantly of 
pain and tightnefs at his ftomach. 

When 
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When a curvature is perceived either in an 
infant or an adult, it is generally attributed to a 
blow or fome previous violence. Our author is 
of opinion, however, that this fuppofition is 
feldom, if ever, true in either cafe. 

The true caufe of this difeafe, he obferves, 
is a. morbid ftate of the fpine, and of fome of 
the parts conne&ed with it. He contends that 
in infants this is the foie caufe, and that external 
violence has nothing to do with it. In the adult, 
he will not affert that external mifchief is always 
out of the queftion, yet he is perfuaded that 
the part in which it (hews iifclf muft have been 
previoufly in a morbid ftate, as no degree of 
violence whatever is capable of producing fuch 
an appearance as occurs in the difeafe he is treat¬ 
ing of, unlefs the bodies of the vertebrae were 
by previous diftemper difpofed to give way. In 
this diftin&ion, we are told, confifts the very 
effence of the difeafe. 

' The true curvature is invariably uniform in 
being from within outwards; but it varies in 
fituation, in extent, and in degree. In general 
the lower limbs alone feel the effeft; but the au¬ 
thor mentions five cafes, in one of which the 
arms only, and in the other four both legs and .■ 
arms, were affedfced. 


As 



As the primary and ible caufe of all the rtiif- 
chief, is a di(tempered ftate of the parts com- 
pofing, or in immediate connection with, the 
fpine, tending and moft frequently ending in a 
caries of the body or bodies of one or more of 
the vertebrae, no application made to the limbs 
themfelves, or fuch remedies as electricity and 
cold bathing, can, as our author very juftly ob- 
ferves, ever be of any pofiible ufe. The fame 
failure of fuccefs attends the ufe of the different 
pieces of machinery, all of which, from the 
moft fimple to the moft complex, but particu¬ 
larly the fwing and the fcrew, are calculated, as 
we are told, to remove what does not exift.' 
They are founded upon the erroneous fuppo- 
fition of an aCtual diflocation, and therefore 
they always have been, and ever muft be, un- 
fuccefsful. They* who have had patience and 
fortitude to bear the ufe of them to fuch a de¬ 
gree as to affeCt the parts concerned, have al¬ 
ways found increafe of pain and fever, and an 
exafperation of all their bad fymptoms, and our 
author has feen more than one inftance in which 
the attempt has proved fatal* He takes this op¬ 
portunity to caution his readers againft the ab- 
furd cuftom of ufing thefe inftruments to pre¬ 
vent growing children from becoming crooked, 
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an effedt, he obferves, which, by forcing the 
fhoulders -unnaturally backwards, theymuft con¬ 
tribute to rather than prevent. If, inftead of 
adding to theembarraffment of childrens drefs by 
fuch iron reftraints, parents would throw off all 
of every kind, and thereby give nature an op¬ 
portunity of exerting her own powers; and if 
in all cafes of manifeft debility refource was 
had to fri&ion, bark, and cold bathing, with a 
due attention to air, diet, exerdfe, and the reft, 
the children of the opulent would, he thinks, 
ftand a chance of being as ftout, and as well 
fhapen, as thofe of the laborious poor. 

In his former publication on this fubjedl the 
author was led to remark, that, previous to the 
appearance of the curvature, the general health 
of the patient does not feem to be materially, 
itf at all affe<fted. . He very candidly acknow¬ 
ledges that a more enlarged experience in, and 
a mare careful attention to the difeafe have con¬ 
vinced him that he was miftaken on this point; 
that moft, if not all the complaints of children, 
labouring under this infirmity, precede the cur¬ 
vature, and that a morbid ftate of the fpine, and 
of the parts connefted with it, is the original 
caufe of both. An inference of the greateft im¬ 
portance may be deduced from this fatt, as he 
Vol. III. N° III. H h is 
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is fatisfied that the malady may,-in many in- 
ftances, by early and proper attention, be pre^ 
vented from producing its otherwife inevitable 
confequences, temporary lamenefs, and per T 
manent deformity. 

In the fame edition likewife he had defcribed 
the bodies of the difeafed vertebras, as being 
enlarged and fpread ; but upon repeated in¬ 
quiry and examination, he is convinced that 
they are not, and that the difeafe does not fo 
properly enlarge as erode. The ftate alfo of the 
intervertebral cartilages, he finds to be fubjeft 
to great variety, they being fometimes totally 
deftroyed, while the caries is fmall in degree, 
fometimes apparently but little injured, where 
the caries has done confiderable mifchief, and 
fometimes totally annihilated. 

The remedy for this moft dreadful diftemper 
confifts merely in procuring a large difcharge of 
matter, from underneath the membrana adipofa 
on each fide of the diftempered bones forming 
the curvature, and in maintaining fuch dif¬ 
charge until the patient lhall have recovered his 
health and limbs. The idea of this mode of 

- treatment, it feems, was nrft fuggefted to our 

1 • ' 

author by the late Dr. Cameron of Worcefter, 
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who informed him, that, having remarked in 
Hippocrates an account of a paralyfis of the 
lower limbs, cured by an abfcefs in the back, 
he had, in a cafe of ufelefs limbs attended with 
a curvature of the fpine, endeavoured to imitate 
this a£t of nature by exciting a purulent dis¬ 
charge, and that it had proved very beneficial. 

1 It is a matter, we are told, of very little im¬ 
portance towards the cure, by what means the 
difcharge be procured, provided it be large, 
that it come from a fufficient depth, and that it 
be continued for a fufficient length of time. 

Mr. Pott has tried different means of fetons, 
fifties by incifion, and fifties by cauftic, and has 
found the lad in general preferable, being lead 
painful, mod cleanly, moft eafily manageable, 
and capable of being longed continued. 

The caudics are directed to be applied on 
each fide of the curvature, in fuch a manner as 
to leave the portion of fkin covering the fpinal 
proceffes of the protruding bones entire and un¬ 
hurt, and fo large, that the fores upon the fe- 
paration of the efchars may eafily hold each 
three or four peas in the cafe of the fmalled 
curvature j but in large curves, at lead as many 
more. 
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The iffues are not only to be kept open, but 
the difcharge from them is to be maintained by 
means of orange peas, cantharides in fine 
powder, asrugo seris, or any fuch application as 
may bed ferve the intended purpofe, which 
fhould be that , of a large and long-continued 
drain. 

Whatever length of time it may take to ob¬ 
tain a complete cure, by reftoring the health as 
well as the limbs, the iflues, we are told, mud 
be continued as long, and even a confiderable 
time longer, efpecially in the perfons of infants 
and growing children ; the neceflity of which, 
it is obferved, will appear more drongly, when it 
fhall be confidered, that infants and young 
children of drumous habits are the fubje&s who 
are the mod liable to this didemper, and that in 
all the time previous to menftruation in one fex, 
and puberty in the other, they are in general 
more ferved by artificial drains than any other 
perfons whatever. 

By means of thefe difcharges the eroding 
caries is fird checked, and then flopped; in 
confequence of which, our author imagines, an 
incarnation takes place, and the bones unite 
and form a kind of anchylofis. 


Nothing, 



Nothing, he obferves, can be more uncer¬ 
tain than the time required for the cure of this 
diftemper. He has feen it perfected in two or 
three months, and he has known it require two 
or three years ; two thirds of which time pafied 
before there was any vifible amendment. 

The firft fymptoms of amendment are de¬ 
ferred to be a recovery of appetite, a return 
of refrefhing deep, a more quiet and lefs hec¬ 
tical kind of pulfe, and if the patient is of an 
age to diftinguifh he will fay, that he has got 
rid of the diftrefiing fenfation of tightnefs about 
the ftomach. In a little time more a degree of 
warmth, and a fenfibility is felt in the thighs, 
and generally much about the fame time, "the 
power of retaining and difeharging the urine 
and faeces begins to be in fome degree exerted/' 

The firft return of the power of motion in 
the limbs is rather difagreeable, the motion be¬ 
ing generally painful and fpafmodic, efpecially 
in the night. Ar this period of the cure, we 
are told, it is no uncommon thing, efpecially in 
bad cafes, for the patient to remain fome time 
without making any further progrefs •, but in 
the milder kind of cafes, the power of volun¬ 
tary motion generally foon follows the involun¬ 
tary, The knees and ancles gradually lofe 

their 
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their ftiffhefs, and the patient is then able to fet 
his feet flat upon the ground, which is the cer¬ 
tain mark that the power of walking will foon 
follow. 

The Hrft attempts to walk are feeble, irregu¬ 
lar, and unfteady j but when patients have ar¬ 
rived at this, our author has never feen an in- 
ftance in which they did not foon attain the full 
power of walking. At firft the patient finds it 
difficult to refill, or to regulate, the more power¬ 
ful adlion of the ftronger mufcles of the thigh 
over the weaker, by which his legs are often in¬ 
voluntarily crofted. Adults find afliftance in 
crutches, &c. but the befl and fafeft afliftance . 
for a child is laid to be what is called a go-cart, 
fo made as to reach under the arms and enclofe 
the whole body. 

The deformity remaining after recovery is 
fubjedt to great variety. When one vertebra 
only is affedted, and the patient young, the curve, 
we are told, wiH, in length of time, almoft 
totally difappear; but where two or three are 
affedled, this cannot be expedted. 

In his former publication our author gave a 
fhort account of the firft two or three cafes 
which occurred to him. Thefe he has now 
omitted, becaufe the number of experiments 

which 
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which have been made by eminent pra&itioners, 
at home and abroad, have fufficiently eftablifti-* 
ed the fa< 5 l, and render the relation of particular 
cafes unnecefiary. 

The author informs us, that in the fpace of 
three years he has met with but one fingle in r 
dance in which it has failed, where from the 
(late of the difeafe, and of the patient, there 
was any reafonable foundation for hope; that 
all thofe who have fubmitted to keep the ifiues 
open long enough, have been fo reftored to 
health, and to the free ufe of their limbs, as to 
be perfectly capable not only of exercife, but 
of hard labour, and that he has never yer, 
among thofe fo treated, met with one on whom 
the difeafe has returned. 

Towards the clofe of the work the author 
giyes us a variety of obfervations drawn from an 
attentive examination of the appearances that 
occur in this difeafe, and of their effects in dif¬ 
ferent fubjefls. He is convinced that the com¬ 
plaint arifes from a fcrophulous indifpofition, 
which (hews itfelf in a variety of forms ; fome- 
times appearing in a thickened (late of the liga¬ 
ments of the fpine, at others in the form of a 
diftempered (late of the intervertebral carti¬ 
lages, or in that of difeafed glands. Some¬ 
times 
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times it is found in the form of bags or cyfts,' 
containing in general partly a famous and partly 
a curd-like kind of fubftance. Sometimes un¬ 
der thefc bags or cyfts, even while they remain 
whole, the fubjacent bones are found difeafed, 
and tending to become carious. In fome fub- 
jefts thefe colledtions-erode the containing mem¬ 
branes, and make their way downward by the 
fide of the pfoas mufcle, or by the fide of the 
pelvis behind the great trochanter, or in fome 
cafes to the outfide of the thigh. 

Thefe different affections, we are told, are pro¬ 
ductive of many diforders, general and local, of 
which, ftrumous tubercles in the lungs, and a 
dittempered ftate of fome of the abdominal 
vifcera often make a part. 

When the ligaments* and cartilages only, 
and not the vertebrae, are affefted, the whole 
fpine fometimes gives way laterally, forming 
fometimes one great curve to one fide, and 
fometimes a more irregular figure, attended with 
many marks of ill health. 

When the attack is made upon the dorfal ver¬ 
tebrae, the fternum and ribs, for want of proper 
fupport, neceffarily give way, and other defor¬ 
mity additional to the curve is thereby produced. 

The 
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The author is perfuaded that this kind of 

caries is always confined to the bodies of the 

' 

verfebrs, feldom or never affedting the articular 
procefles; that without .this erofive deftrudtion 
of the bodies of the vertebras, there can be no 
curvature of the kind which he is fpeaking of, 
or, in other words, that erofion is the fine qua 
non of this difeafe ; that although there can be 
no curve without caries, yet there is, and that 
not unfrequently, caries without curve *, that 
the caries with curvature and ufelefs limbs, is 
moft frequently of the cervical and dorfal ver¬ 
tebras ; the caries without curve, of the lum-' 
bal, though this is by no means conftant or ne- 
ceflary ; that in the cafe of carious fpine, with¬ 
out curvature, it moft frequently happens that 
internal abfcefles are formed, and the matter 
either makes its way outward, or being detained 
within the body deftroys the patient ; that what 
are commonly called lumbal and pfoas abfcefles 
are not unfrequently produced in this manner; 
and that a caries of the fpine is more frequently 
a caufe than an effedt of thefe abfcefles. 

Five very accurate engravings are added, re- 
prefenting the morbid appearances of the fpine 
in different fubjedts. 

• Vol. M. N° III. I i • ,11. A 
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II. A Treatife on different laborious deliver its, 
and on Polypi of the UterusBy M. Herbi- 
niaux. (Continued from p, 170), 

Q ;F the firft volume of this work we gave 
; an account in our laft number. In th^ 
fecond volume the author treats of the uterine 
polypus. He begins with lamenting the inat-: 
tention of pra&itioners to this difeafe, the very 
exiftence of which, he obferves, has been denied 
by fome of the mofi eminent in their profefiion. 
He oppofes this erroneous opinion by remark¬ 
ing, that, as the uterus and vagina are covered* 
with a tnembrane fimilar to that which lines the 

. .. % %* • 1 . 

noftril's and other cavities where polypi are ac¬ 
knowledged to be frequently found, fo it feems 
feafonable to believe that the former are not ex¬ 
empt from their attack. He alfo quotes the au¬ 
thority of feveral authors, ancient as well a$ 
modern, who have deferibed them under differ-* 
ent names, and propofed methods of eradicating 
them by the crotchet, fillet, &p. He thinks it 
is owing to a want of precifion in the writers on 
this fubjeft, and to the negleft of examining 
fooner in painful and obftinatfc difeafes of the 
titefus, that the diforder in queftion is fo little 

known, 
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known. He is of opinion that if an examina¬ 
tion was conftarttly and accurately to be made in 
-fuch cafes, we ftioutd often find a polypus to be 
the unfufpeifted caufe of uterine hemorrhage, or 
miftak'en for cancers; and thus patients, deemed 
incurable and condemned for; life to bear a oay- 
feous difeafe, might; by an /eafy operation,, be 
feftored to healjth. He further remarks, that 
polypi a re fometimes confounded with partial or 
-total defcehts of the uterOs •, ,and infills, that in 
all the cafes in which the pendent uterus has 
►been faid to be Tafely removed by the knife Or 
ligature, it has-been limply a polypus that has 
-been thus extirpated. 

From this gerieral and indifcriminate cenfure 
Of practitioners our author excepts .the, l^te 
'M. Lev ret, from whofe large and ufeful collec- 
- tion of cafes and obfervations he recites federal 
faCts, which tend at once to Ihevv the frequency 
Of the difeafe, and the almoft general ignorance 
bf the profefiion on this .fubjeCt. 

We are next prefcnted with a definition .of 
the word Polypus, and a particular account of 
thofe treated of iii this book. He defcribes 
them as a flefhy fubftance, varying in confiftence 
and bulk, and adhering to the uterus or vagina 
(from whence they draw their nourilhment) by a 

I i 2 fingle 
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Angle pedicle or ftalk more or lefs thick, but 
always confiderably fmaller than the body of the 
polypus. To this the author might have added 
from JVJ. Levret, that they are covered with a 
membrane, which is a continuation of that which 
lines the cavity from whence they take ‘their 
origin, and is plentifully fupplied with arteries 
and veins, the latter being larger than the for¬ 
mer, and in thofe polypi, which arife from the 
fundus uteri, frequently varicous. Uterine po¬ 
lypi may be diftinguifhed, we are told, from a 
mole, by obferving the breads of the patient, 
which are tumid as in time of pregnancy when 
there is a mole, but flaccid when there is only a 
polypus. The uterus, when diftended with a 
mole, falls from fide to fide, according to the 
motion of the woman •, but when there is a 
polypus, that vifcus is kept fleady in its place; 
the abdomen alfo in the latter cafe is lefs en¬ 
larged. The os uteri, in cafe of a mole, never 
opens until the latter has acquired its deftined 
bulk and is about to be excluded, which it at 
length is by the force of labour pains ; but 
when a polypus is contained in the uterus, the os 
uteri continues dilated feveral months or years, 
without exciting any of thofe convulflve throes, 
which in this cafe would fooner terminate in the 

inverfion 
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inverfion of the uterus than in the detachment 
of the offending body. M. Levret explains this 
by fuppofing that, as the increafe of the polypus 
is gradual and almoft infenfible, it afts as a 
wedge on the os uteri, and thus by flow degrees 
procures a paffage through that opening, with* 
out exciting thofe contractions of the fundus 
uteri, which the fudden and forcible aCtion of a 
foetus or mole upon that orifice would occafion. 
It is this ftriCture of the os uteri round the body 
or pedicle of the polypus that occafions the va- 
ricous appearances of the veins juft now fpoken 
of, and to the burfting of which M. Levret 
aferibes the haemorrhage that conftantly attends 
thofe which take their rife from the fundus 
uteri j this ftriCture is fometimes fo confiderable 
as to aft as an artificial ligature, and occafion 
the wafting and at length falling-off of the 
polypus *, of which he quotes feveral examples 
from Mauriceau and others. Polypi, our author- 
obferves, may be diftinguifhed from a partial 
defeent or inverfion of the uterus by introduc¬ 
ing a finger into the vagina, becaufe if it is 
the uterus that defeends it will be found' to in¬ 
creafe in bulk upwards, whereas the polypus 
tapers towards its pedicle or ftalk. The inverted 
or defeending uterus alfo, unlefs it has con¬ 
tinued 
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fcihued till it is difeafed, may eafily be returned 
and detained; while the polypus either cannot 
be put back, or at lead returns as foon as the 
reftraining force is removed. In a total defcent 
or inverfiort of the uterUSj the vagina being 
drawn with it* it is impolfible to introduce a fin¬ 
ger into the pelvis* but the polypus being at¬ 
tached to the internal furface of the titeru's or 

1 

vagina, allows the finger x to pafs around its 
body, artd frequently to trace it to its infertiori; 
A fcirrhus, or Occult cancer, may be diftin- 
guilhed From a polypus by their fenfibility, the 
latter, particularly at its bafis, being abfolutely 
rinfenfible. Scirrhi.alfo have no pedicles, but 
are broader where they are attached to the uterus* 
.or vagina, than at their fummit. From this 
account of the nature of uterine polypi, and of 
the marks by which they may be diftinguilhed 
from other difeafes of thofe parts, the author 
proceeds to his method of extirpating then! 
by ligatures,, and to a defcription of an inftru- 
ment he has invented to carry the ndofe up td 
the neck Of the polypus, when it is either feated 
fb High, or the pafiage is fo ftrait as not to ,al- 
• low it to be performed by the fingers. The idea 
of this invention, which appears to be extremely 
•ingenious, he acknowledges to have taken from 
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M. Levret’s: but contends, and feemingly with 
reafon, that it is much fuperior to the latter, 
particularly in the eafe and certainty with which 
}t may be applied. But as this part of the 
work would not be intelligible without the en¬ 
gravings, which the author has annexed to this 
defcription, \ye muft refer our readers to the 
yolume itfelf, and pafs on to fome reflections he- 
has made on the operation. He obferves, that 
in many inftances this operation is not to be per¬ 
formed without confiderabJe pain, and even 
danger •, and in one cafe, where the polypus was 
yery large (nearly of the flze of a child’s head 
at its full time, and the neck of it four inches 
in diameter) and its fubftance of a tendinous 
fiardnefs, after feveral attempts to remove it by 
the ligature, he was obliged, on account of the 
extreme pain it occafioned, to untie the nopfe. 
At length, however, he contrived to faw through 
{he neck of the polypus by drawing a ftrong 
thread alternately backwards and forwards. 
How an operation of this kind could be fuc- 
^efsfully performed upon lo folid a body, placed 
fo far out of the reach of the operator’s fingers, 
we confefs ourfelves unable to conceive. Seve¬ 
ral cafes are related in which the ligature was 
\ifed, and which ferve to explain the nature of 

the . 
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the inftrument, and the manner of applying the 
noofe. The work clofes with an account of the 

• i ... ^ 

approbation his methods have received from the 
Academy of Surgery at Paris and the Chirurgical 
Society at Amfterdam, as well as from feverai 
private and eminent prattitioners. Upon the 
whole, although we are not difpofed to believe 
that the difeafe is fo frequent as the author ima¬ 
gines, yet we cannot but acknowledge, that it 
may be fometimes prefent when it is not fuf- 
petted, and muft therefore confefs ourfelves in¬ 
debted to him for the cautions he has publifhed. 
on this fubjett. - ' 

His work is certainly highly deferving the at r 
tention of prattitioners, and to them we beg 
leave to recommend a trial of his inftrument, 
as experience is the only teft by which its merit 
can be decided. 


III. Obfervations on the fuperior efficacy of the 
Red Peruvian Bark y in the cure of agues and 
other fevers. Interfperfed with occafional re¬ 
marks on the treatment of other difeafes, by the 
fame remedy . By William Saunders, M. D. 
Member of the Royal College of Phy/icians in 

London, 

1 » 
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London, and Phyfician to Guy's Hofpital. 8vo. 
Johnifon, London , 1782. 76 pages. 

W H E N it is confidered that in our fleets 
and armies the numbers, who fall a la- 
trifice to the epidemic fevers of warm climates, 
infinitely exceed thofe who are deftroyed by the 
enemy •, and that in almofl: all the dangerous 
fevers which occur in our Eaft and Weft India 
fettlements, the bark is a principal remedy, the 
utility of the prefent publication muft be fuffi- 
ciently obvious.. 

• In-the preface to this work the ingenious au¬ 
thor informs Us he had long fufpected that the 
Peruvian bark, in common ufe, was inferior in 
power and efficacy to that recommended by 
Morton and Sydenham, in whole works the 
medical virtues of this drug, in intermittent 
and other fevers, are extolled as being almoft 
infallible. In their time, he obferves, the quill 
bark was not mentioned their cotemporary 
writers on the materia medica, particularly 
' Dale, deferibe the Peruvian bark of that pe¬ 
riod, as being of a larger kind, of more compact 
pieces, and of the colour of the ruft of iron, 
which marks are very exprdfive of the red 
Peruvian bark. M. de la Condamine, we are 
• Vol. III. III. Kk told, 
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told (Mem. de VAcad. des Sciences , 1738) was 
furprized when he was informed that the writers 
on pharmacy and materia medica in England had 
preferred the fmall and quill bark, while the in¬ 
habitants of New Spain held the larger bark in 
higher eftimation. The fame writer, fpeaking of 
the three fpecies of quinquina, the white, the 
yellow, and the red, oblerves that thefe three 
kinds differ in their virtue only, the white having 
fcarce any virtue. 

As a farther proof that the red bark was 
early in ufe in this country, our author informs 
us that Mr. Springall of Thames-ftreet, whole 
uncle was, in 1702, with Sir George Rooke at 
Vigo, had a quantity of this fort of bark, 
which was part of the plunder brought home 
at that time. It was purchafed about four years 
ago by Mr. Pearfon, an apothecary in Spital* 
fquare, who obferved that its decoftion was 
much Itronger than that of the common bark. 

The tafte and flavour of the red bark, it is 
remarked, is more difficultly evolved, and is 
therefore at firlt not fo obvious from the clofe- 
nefs of its texture, and from its refinous coat 
being incloled between two other layers. It is 
evidently heavier than any other kind of bark, 
and feems to have been prepared and dried with 

greater 
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greater attention, its original appearance and 
form being better preferved. Dr. Saunders thinks 
it probable that it may be the bark of the trunk 
of the tree, and he is the more confirmed in 
this opinion by the ideas of Dr. Withering and 
Dr. Fothergill, who, in their letters to him on 
this fubjedt, have remarked that the effential and 
adiiye parts of the oak bark, are more intire, 
and in larger quantity in the trunk and larger 
branches, than in the twigs or fmaller branches. 
He thinks it probable alio, that the fmall and 
quilled bark may be procured from younger 
trees, not yet arrived at their full maturity y 
and in proof of this he quotes a pafiage from 
the Encyclopedia , where it is mentioned that Mr. 
Arrot, a Scotch furgeon, who had gathered the 
bark in the place where it grows, found that the 
fmall curled bark, fo much efteemed in Eng¬ 
land, is the bark of younger trees which fre¬ 
quently recover the barking, while the older 
'trees never do. This affords a ftriking proof 
that the early bark introduced into Europe was 
of the larger kind and from the older trees, 
while the difficulty of procuring it has been the 
means of introducing a fmaller and younger 
bark. 

K k 2 The 


/ 



The preface is followed by an introduction, 
in which the author informs us, that, in the 
year 1779, a Spanilh fhip from Lima, bound tq 
Cadiz, was taken by an Englilh frigate and 
carried into Lifbon ; her cargo conflicted chiefly 
of this bark, a part of which was afterwards 
brought into England, and purchafed by feveral 
druggifts. Our readers will recolledt that, in 
our Journal for November 1781, we gave fome 
account of this circumftance, and of the Angular 
efficacy of this remedy in the cure of jntermit- 
tents. 

It feems that although the general title by 
which it was fold was that of Quinquina, yet it 
was fuppofed by our druggifts to be a new me¬ 
dicine. 

The work itfelf begins with a concife account 
of the Natural Hiftory of the Bark. Our au¬ 
thor is perfuaded, that the bark of which he is ' 
treating is the Cinchona Officinalis Linn. Sp. 
pi. 244. 

The inhabitants of Old Spain, he obferves, 
always preferred the larger bark, and from the 
relations of travellers he is difpofed to think, 
that more attention is paid in cutting and drying 

* • * f 

the bark, which' is eonfumed in Spain, than 
what is brought to a foreign market. 


The 
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The red bark, he adds, - is very .diflinguifhv 
able from thofe large, coarfe, woody, and fibrous 
jnafies, that are occafionally mixed with the 
common Peruvian bark. 

Dr. Saunders next defcribes its fenfible qua¬ 
lities. “ The red bark,” he tells us, “ is in 
much larger and thicker pieces than the com- 
“ mon Peruvian bark. It evidently confifts of 
“ three layers. The external thin, rugged, 
f c and frequently covered with a moffy fub- 
fiance, and of a reddifh-brown colour. The 
middle thicker, more compadl, and of a 
“ darker colour. In this appears chiefly to re- 
‘f fide its refinous part, being extremely brittle, 
“ and evidently containing a larger quantity 
of inflammable matter than any other kind of 
V* bark. 

“ The innermoff has a more woody and fi- 
f* brous appearance, of- a brighter red than 
f‘ the former. The intire piece breaks in that 
u brittle manner defcribed by writers on the 
“ materia medica, as a proof of the fuperior 
“ excellence of the bark.—In reducing it to 

r> ~ 

“ powder, the middle layer, which feems to 
contain the greateft proportion of refin, will 
« not give way to the peflle fo eafily as the 
V other layers; this fhould be particularly at- 

“ tended 

k. . » « 
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te tended to when it is ufed in fine powder. Its 
c< flavour is chiefly difcoverable either in pow- 

der or folution, is evidently more aromatic, 
fi and has a greater degree of bitterrjefs than 
* ( the common bark.” 

We next meet with an account of feveral 
experiments made by our author with a view to 
illuftrate its chymical and pharmaceutical hif- 
tory. The refults are, i. That the red bark is 
more foluble than common bark, both in water 
and fpirit; 2. That it contains a much larger 
proportion of active and refinous parts ; 3. 
That its adtive parts, even when greatly diluted, 
retain their fenfible qualities in a higher degree 
than the moft faturated folutions of common 
bark ; 4. That it does not undergo the fame 
decompofition of. its parts by boiling as the 
common Peruvian bark.—As a proof of the 
fuperior antifeptic power of the red bark, we 
are told, that in the month of June a large quan¬ 
tity of a decodtion of it, which had been kept 
for five weeks in the elaboratory of Guy’s Hof- 
pital, was equally good at the expiration of 
that time, as when firft prepared'; while a de- 
codtion of common bark gave evident appear¬ 
ances of a change in a few days. 


We 
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We are next, prefented with Tome judicious 
obfervations on the general operation of bark on 
the human body, and on its ufe in intermit¬ 
tent and other fevers. The author afcribes its 
effedts chiefly to its tonic power. He obferves 
that in intermitten ts, particularly in low and 
marlhy fituations, and in fuch as frequently” 
occur in the lower parts of this metropolis, the 
bark cannot be given too early; the ufe of 
either emetics or purgatives, as preparatory, 
being not only unneceflary, but in fome cafes 
productive of more debility, and therefore to be 
avoided. This is agreeable to the doCtrine of 
Cleghorn, Lind, and others. 

In cafes where the acute rheumatlfm in its re- 
miflions has afllimed the form of a double ter¬ 
tian, our author has experienced the good efleCts 
of this remedy. 

Four cafes are related from his own practice, 
of intermittent fevers cured by the red bark, 
after having refilled common bark and other re¬ 
medies. In three of thele cafes he employed 
only a cold infufion of the bark prepared by 
pouring a quart of cold water on two ounces <Sf 
the red bark in fine powder, and frequently 
(baking the mixture for the fpace of twenty* 
four hours. 

. .Tht 
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; The work clofes with extracts of letters 
from Mr. Jacob junior, furgeon at Faverfham* 
Mr. Boys* furgeon at Sandwich, Sir.W. Bifhop, 
knight, furgeon at Maidftone, Dr. Withering* 
phtyfician at Birmingham, Mr. Sherwin, fur^ 
geon at Enfield, and Dr. Fothergill, phyfician 
in London. All thele gentlemen concur irk 
recommending the red bark as more efficacious 
and powerful than any other kind, efpecially in 

the cure of intermittents* 

^ ^ 

Mr. Sherwin’s letter contains a curious fa£t of 

a man, who took feven half ounces of alum upon 

the approach of as many different fits of the 

ague, without any other effect than its exciting 

a great pain in his flomach. 

Dr. Withering obferves that it will require 

fome farther experience to afcertain the necef- 

fary dofes of the red bark in intermittents. He 

knows fome practitioners, who have given one 

or two drachms of it in powder every four hours 

* betwixt the fits; but he has never had occafion 

to give more than thirty or forty grains at fimilar 

• 

intervals. Dr. Saunders is difpofed to conclude, 
that it need be employed only in half the quan- 
' tity we generally recommend, of the other bark; 
[We fincerely hope that this publication may ex¬ 
cite our merchants to obtain large fupplies of 
this valuable drug. IV. Ob* 
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iV. Obfervations on the Prognojlic in acute difeafes. 
By Charles Le Roy, M. D. F. R. S. Regius 
Profejfor of Phyfic in the Univerjity of Montpel¬ 
lier , and Member of the Royal Society of Phyfui- 
ans at Paris. Tranflatedfrom the French , with 
Notes. 8vo. Wilkie, London , 1782. 342 

pages. 5 s. 

T H E art of prognofticating in phyfic has 
always been confidered as a very eflential 
proof of a phyfician’s knowledge, and his abi¬ 
lities in his profeffion are very often meafured 
by his {kill in this department •, nor is this alto¬ 
gether without reafon, becaufe no man can fore¬ 
fee what is likely to happen in an acute difeafe, 
who is not thoroughly acquainted with its na¬ 
ture, and at the fame time able to diftinguiffi, 
with accuracy, all the figns it affords, and then, 
after tracing each of thefe to its moft probable 
caufe, to weigh thefe caufes with precifion, and 
compare them with each other, and with the na¬ 
tural powers of the patient. , The prognoflic 
has therefore an immediate affinity with the diag- 
noftic, and this knowledge evidently requires 
an extenfive acquaintance with books and na¬ 
ture. A phyfician, who excels in this art, mufl 
havp ftudied difeafes, both in his clofet and at 
the bed-fide of the fick. He mull likewife pof- 
Vol. III. N° III. Li fefs 
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fefs a dear, fteady, and penetrating judgment* 
which fuffers no fymptom, nor even the moft 
minute one to efcape him, and which know£ 
how to give to each fymptom its juft value. 
Thefe are qualities which every practitioner does 
not pofiefs* and even they wha do, will pro¬ 
bably not be difpleafed to have an ufeful com¬ 
pendium like the prefent, which may facilitate 
their ftudies in this way. 

In the preface to this work, which is written 
by the tranflator, and from which the pre¬ 
ceding obfervations are extracted, it is remarked 
that the ancients, who ftudied nature in herfelf, 
were extremely attentive to the figns of difeafes, 
and of courfe were well (killed in the art of prog- 
nofticating. Semeiology, or the doCtrine of 
figns, was confefiedly the beft and moft ufeful 
part of the medical knowledge of the anci¬ 
ents. Phyficians have hitherto ftudied the 
prognoftics in the writings of Hippocrates, 
but many of them are allowed to be ill found¬ 
ed, and others are altogether unintelligible, and 
have even been the fubjeCt of controverfy. 

Profper Alpini’s feven books de prefagienda 
•vita & morte have long been in great repute 
with phyficians. Whoever reads them, fees at 
©nee all the doftrine of the ancients on this fub- 

jefts 
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jeCl; but he copied from them indifcriminately, 
without diftinguifhing between truth and error. 

The author of the work before us, we are 
told, has carefully compared the prognoses 
of Hippocrates with his own obfervations ; - 
adopting fuch as were conformable to truth, 
and correcting or rejecting fuch as were defective 
or erroneous. 

The work is divided into fopr feCtions. In 
the firft the author treats of the figns which in¬ 
dicate the ftate of the circulating powers and 
vifeera. In the fecond he deferibes the evacua¬ 
tions, depofitions, and eruptions that occur in 
acute difeafes. The third he allots to fuch 
fymptoms as could not with propriety be ar¬ 
ranged under either of the preceding heads 5 
and in the fourth he treats of inflammation and 
abfeefs of the breaft, and fome other acute dif¬ 
eafes. 

We are next prefented with 3 1 6 aphoriflns in 
Latin, fele&ed from the writings of Hippo¬ 
crates, under the title of “ Be prefagienda in 

acutis vita et morte agrotantium 9 feletta Hippo - 
“ cratisfententia” 

The author’s notes, which fill 69 pages, 
printed in a fmaller type than the reft of the 
work, are placed at the end of the volume. 

L 1 2 Thofe 
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Thofe at the bottom of a page (and they are in 
no fmall number) are by the Englifh editor, 
and ferve greatly to illuftrate different parts of 
the work. 

In a note to a paffage on rheumatifm the au r 
thor obferves, that the acute rheumatifm occurs 
neither in old age nor in infancy. lie has in¬ 
deed, he tells us, though very rarely, feen it in 
iubjedls of twelve or thirteen years of age, but 
then it was of lei's violence and duration than it 
is in patients who are paft twenty. The chro¬ 
nic rheumatifm, he has likewife obferved to be 
more frequent' in young people than in thofe in 
more advanced life. 

The author differs from De Haen and others 
on the fubjeft of critical days, the exiilence 
of which he altogether denies. He difcufles 
this matter with confiderable ingenuity in a long 
note. 


V. Hijloire de la Chirurgie, depuis fen originejuf- 
qiia nos jours , i. e. A Hiflory of Surgery , from 
its origin to the prefent time. By M..Dujardia, 
Member of the Royal Academy of Surgery, and of 
the Imperial Academy of Nature Curiofu Vol.I. 

4to. 

J • * 
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4to, Paris. 577 pages, with 4 copper? 
plates. 

T HIS learned and elegant volume, which 
is all the author lived to finifh of his in¬ 
tended work, brings down the hiftory of furgery 
to the time of Cellus. It contains four books. 
In the firft the author treats of' the ftate of fur? 
gery among the moft ancient nations, fuch as 
the Jews, the Phoenicians, the Affyrians, the 
./Egyptians, and the Greeks. The delivery of 
the foetus, as having been one of the earlieft 
Operations of furgery, firft fixes his attention; 
after which he proceeds to the method of em¬ 
balming dead bodies, as pradtifed by the ./Egyp¬ 
tians. The book clofes with an account of the 
furgery of the Chinefe and Japanefe, amongft 
whom this art is ftill in a ftate of rudeqefs ar*4 
fuperftition. 

The fecond book contains the furgery of the 
Greeks, and fome other nations, to the time of 
Hippocrates. The ftate of the art under that 
• venerable father of phyfic, and his fucceftors, 
$0 the time when it began to be introduced 
amongft the Romans, is the fubjedt of the third 
book j and the fourth affords a view of the pro- 
grefs of furgery among the latter before and 
, * after 
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after the arrival of the Greek and Arabian fur? 
geons, and concludes with a very full account of 
;he furgery of Cejfus. 

Prefixed to the whole is an introduction, in 
which the learned author gives an account of the 
fuperftitious practices that prevailed in furgery 
in the earlier age$, together with a view of the 
origin and hiftory of jfome particular cuftoms, 
fuch as circumcifion and .caftration, which it 
was neceffary to mention in a work of this na¬ 
ture. 

To this concife view of the general plan of 
the volume, we fhall add a few detached paffages 
from different parts of it, that our readers may 
be enabled to form an idea of the author’s 
planner. 

Origin of the afiual Cautery .— <c The Greeks 
“ adopted this practice very early, and feern 
** to have borrowed it from the Egyptians 
“ or the Ethiopians. Thefe laft were ac- 
“ cuftomed to burn the forehead of their 
4t children the day they were born (Bartholin, 

“ de puerperis veter.) and the Etrufcans did the 
“ fame to the occiput. This remedy was in 

great ufe among the Afclepiades, as appears 
“ from a paffage in Jamblicus (de vita Pytbagor*, 

cap. v 
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u cap. 29,) and from the writings of Hippd-i 
“ crates. Befides, from time immemorial, it was 
“ in ufe among different nations. TheLybianS 
“ (Herodotus , lib. iv.) a people of Africa, efpe- 
** cially thofe who led a paftoral life, held it in 
“ high eftimation. When their children had 
“ attained their fourth year, they conftantly 
“ cauterized them, either in the veins at the top 
“ of the head, or in thofe of the temples, with 
“ greafy wool, in order to preferve them from 
“ the phlegm and pituita which they fuppofed 
M to flow from the brain. When this operation, 
“ as fometimes happened, excited a fort of fpafm, 
“ they calmed it by fprinkling the patient with 
“ goat’s urine. Thefe people, who, in general, 
“ were a robuft race, attributed the firmnefs of 
their health folely to this precaution. 

“ The Scythians, (Hippoc. de aere. See.) a 
<c nation who difputed the antiquity of their 
“ origin with the Egyptians, were in the habit 
“ of applying the cautery to their fhoulders, 
<£ arms, joints, breafl, and loins; and the reafon 
“ of this cuftom was the exceflive humidity and 
“ weaknefs of their articulations. It may be 
“ prefumed likewife, from an anecdote related 
“ by Pliny (Hijl . Nat. lib. 26, c. 1.) that the 
M ufe of the fame remedy among the Egyptians 

“ was 
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14 was of a very ancient date. So early as th£ 
44 time of the Emperor Claudius, when the 
K Monthgra (a difeafe fo called, becaufe it par- 
4r ticularly attacked the chin) began to appear 
44 at Rome, Egyptian phyficians were fent for 
44 as being the moil experienced in the treatment 
46 of this complaint, which was common in their 
44 country, and by thefe the application of fire 
44 was recommended as the moft fuccefsful mode 
44 of cure. This excellent remedy, which the 
44 foftnefs of our manners has rendered fo rare 
44 among us, is ftill in frequent ufe in Lapland 
44 for pains of the joints, and likewife in other 
44 countries -where the art is yet in its infancy.” 

We ought here to pay fome 
44 homage to the talents and learning of Homer; 

O O 

J 

44 Altho’ he was not a phyfician, yet his poems 
44 may be faid to contain almoft all the ancient 
44 Phyfic of the Greeks. We find in them a 
44 variety of information concerning the Anatomy 
44 and Surgery of thofe remote times, which we 
44 fhould in vain fearch for elfewhere. Without 
44 giving into the extravagant encomiums of fome 
44 of his admirers, we cannot but acknowledge 
•* that he pofiefled a degree of knowledge that 
44 mull aftonilh us, when we confider the time 
44 in which he lived. He is the Hillorian of the- 

44 arts, 
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“ arts, and the Painter of ancient manners, and 
M yet his poetry lofes nothing either of its ftrength 
“ or its beauty. His defcriptions fhew that the 
“ Anatomy and the Surgery of his time were 
44 familiar to him. He knew that a wound of 
44 the vena cava was fpeedily followed by death. 
4< We are indebted to him for a defcription, that 
“ is fufficiently fatisfadory, of the tendon of 
“ Achilles, fo called, probably, becaufe, among 
“ the ancients the name of Achilles was given to 
« every thing that had any extraordinary ftrength 
“ or virtue. In a word, we may obferve all the 
exadnefs and precifion that can be expeded 
“ from thofe early ages, in the account he gives 
M of the method of treating wounds, fuch as the 
“ manner of walhing them, flopping the blood, 
44 extrading from them arrows and darts, and 
“ applying to them fuitable remedies.** 

VenafeRion. -“ The ancients imagined that 

44 young and old people were equally incapable 
44 of fupporting venaefedion, and that if a preg- 
44 nant woman was let blood, fhe was in danger 
“ of abortion, which might be true from the 
“ great quantity of blood they ufed to take away. 

Thefe profufe evacuations, which, in certain 
“ cafes, feemed to have a very favourable effed, 

“ at length fell into difrepute becaufe the pradice 
Vol. III. N* III. M m “ was 
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V was abufed, and then they began to draw off 
“ in two days the quantity they had before been 
accu Homed to take away in one. In particular 
circumftances the fame good effedts were not 
“ obtained, but then they were not expofed to the 
« fame dangers. As thefe moderate evacuations 
occafioned no obyious ill effedt, they infenfibly 
“ ventured ^to bleed children, old perfons, and 
“ pregnant women *, and as the quantity of blood 
« taken away was proportioned to the ftrength 
« of the patient, this pradtice was juftified by 
the event. When they had begun, contrary 
« to the advice of Hippocrates (Aph. 31. fedt. 5.) 
to bleed pregnant women, a prudent ufe of 
this falutary remedy enabled them to cure 
« thofe acute difeafes, which on his authority 
« had been deemed mortal*. Thus by con- 
« vincing themfelyes of the falfity of one apho- 
« rifm, they difcovered that of another, which 
« could be true only in proportion as they were 
v ltridl obfervers of the firft.” 

Cupping. - u Another method of drawing 

*? blood/ and which was in frequent ufe among 

# the ancients, was by cupping. In the time 

. '/ * . 

* Mulierem gravidam wrbo quopiaw acuta corripi, letbale, 
Aphor, 30. fedt. 5. 

«pf 
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44 of Celfus there were two kinds of inftruments 

41 

“ for this purpofe. One of thefe was of copper, 
48 and the other of horn. The latter was nothing 
44 more than the horn of an animal, with a hole 
44 bored through its extremity, in order that the 
44 air might be drawn out by fuflion. When 
44 the inftrument was fixed, this opening was 
44 clofed with a little wax. This was the moft 
44 fimple kind of cupping inftrument, and of 
44 courfe the firft that was in ufe. Thofe of cop- 
44 per pretty much refembled our cupping glaftfes, 
44 and were applied with lighted lintj Chance 
44 rather than any precife knowledge of the rare- 
44 fa< 5 tion of the air, had led to this mode of 
44 applying cupping inftruments fo early as the 
44 time of Celfus.” 

M. Peyrilhe, a very ingenious Profeftor of 
Surgery at Paris, who has undertaken to continue 
and complete this work, has lately publifhed a 
fecond volume, which is extremely well written, 
arid of which we mean foon to give an account. 
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VI. An account of the Jail Fever , or Typhus Car - 
cerum\ as it appeared atCarlifle in the year 1781. 
By John Heylham, M. D. 8vo. Cadell, 

London , 1782. 59 pages, is. 6d. 

• « 

A LT HO* this fever arofe neither in a Jail 
nor an Hofpital, yet it fb exa&ly refembled 
the Jail fever, both in the fymptoms, caufes, 
and method of cure, that our author has thought 
it right to defcribe it under that name. 

The work is divided into five fedtions. In the 
firft fedtion the author treats of the fymptoms 
and hiftory of this fever. 

It firft appeared, we are told, about the latter 
end of March, in a houfe, which contained feveral 
very poor families, crowded into fmall, clofe apart¬ 
ments, the confined air of which was rendered 
ftill more noxious by the filth of the inhabitants. 

One of the perfons affedled with the fever in 
this houfe was a weaver, who, on his recovery, 
went to his ufual employment at a large work- 
Ihop, where he communicated the diforder to his 
fellow weavers, and from thence the fever fpread 
through every part of the town, but was confined 
almoft entirely to the common and lower ranks 
of people, and raged chiefly amongft thofe who 

lived 
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lived in narrow, clofe, confined lanes, and in 
fmall, crowded apartments. 

It attacked adults more frequently than young 
perfons. Our author faw no children under 
three years of age who were affedted with it. 
He obferved likewife, that married perfons were 
more fubjedl to it than the fingle. It was in a 
great meafure confined to Carlifie, for altho’ the 
infe&ion was carried to two of the neighbouring 
villages, it did not fpread much in either of them, 
i Dr. Heyfham has endeavoured to afcertain the 
number of perfons who were feized with this 
fever, and from the beft information he has been 
able to procure, it appears that from March 1781 
to January 1782, near fix hundred, or about 
one in eleven or twelve of all the inhabitants of 
Carlifie, had been affected with it, and that of 
this number about one in ten died. 

After thefe remarks, and fome others on the 
ftate of the air, we are prefented with a hiftory 
of the difeafe, which feems to be related with 
great accuracy. It correfponds with the accounts 
given of this fever by Pringle and other writers. 

Being perfuaded of the general truth of the 
do&rine oftritical days, our author looked for 
them in the prefent cafe with fome attention, but 
' as far as he could obferve this fever had no dated 


or 
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or certain duration. An early or a late, a falu* r 
tary or a fatal termination of this complaint* 
entirely depended upon the conftitution of the 
patient, and the fpeedy application of proper 
remedies. < 

In the fecond fe< 5 tion Dr. Heyfham treats of 
the prognoftics. He.obferves that petechia5, 
which fometimes occurred in this fever, did not 
portend imminent danger; and that a bleeding 
of the nofe, unlefs accompanied with other dan- 
gerous circumftances, did not appear to be an 
alarming fymptom. Neither of thefe fymptoms* 
however, we are told, happened in patients who 
began to take bark and wine early in the difeafe* 
In the third fefrion the author fpeaks of the 
occafional caule of this fever, which he very 
properly afcribes to human effluvia, uninfluenced 
by any particular ftate of the atmofphere. In the 
following fe< 5 tion he enumerates the predifpoflng 
caufes. Thefe are fuch as tend to weaken and 
debilitate the body. 5 

The fifth and laft fe&ion is allotted to the cure. 
The mode of treatment adopted by our author 
feems to have been very judicious. His firfl: care 
was to remove, if poflible, every;caufe which 
could tend to aggravate the diforder. For this 
purpofe he prefcribed clean linen and frefh air. 

’ ' He 
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He was likewife careful to guard againft every 
firing that might occafion fear and anxiety in his 
patients. He mentions feveral cuftoms prevalent 
• at Carlifle, which, notwithftanding his attention 
to this point, tended much to alarm, and terrify 
the fick. .One of thefe is the death-bell\ which 
tolls upon the death of every inhabitant. This 
cuftom is pretty general, we believe, throughout 
England. Another is the public cryer’s ringing 
his bell and proclaiming in every ftreet, in a loud 
tone of voice, the hour of the deceafed's funeral, 
inviting the friends and neighbours to attend. 
Laftly, funeral pfalms are fung by the attendants 
as they are conducing the corpfe through the 
public ftreets to the church-yard, for interment. 
The ili effe&s ofthefe cuftoms, in a cafe of epi¬ 
demical ficknefs like the one here fpoken of, are 
very properly pointed out by our author. 

At firft, when there were fymptoms of cof- 
tivenefs he gave fmall dofes of tartar emetic; 
but, having obferved in feveral cafes where it 
excited vomiting, that all the fymptoms of the 
difeafe were confiderably aggravated, he altoge¬ 
ther laid it afide. His chief reliance was on a li¬ 
beral ufe of bark and Port wine. Thefe he ad- 
tniniftered early in the difeafe. / The bark, if the 


patient’s ftomach would bear it, he prefcribcd 
f i x in 
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m fubftance, in dofcs of two fcruples every fe- 
cond or third hour in a draught of red wine, 
with the addition of ten grains of puJv. rad . 
ferpent. vtrg. if not, he gave it in deco&ion. 

According to the age, fex, or conftitution of 

i .. 

the patient, and the urgency of the fymptoms, 
different quantities of wine were adminiftered. 
To adults he ufually ordered from one to two 
bottks and a half in the fpace of 24 hours, and 
he never faw any bad effects from an excefs, 
though he has fometimes perceived evident ones 
from a too fparing ufe of this grateful cordial. 

Blifters feemed to have little or no effedfc upon 
the general fyftem but, when applied behind 
the fhoulders, were evidently of ufe in abating 
the pain of the head. 

The pediluvium, on account of the fatigue 
that attended it, in general fcrved only to debi¬ 
litate the patient j but fomentations of the feet 
and legs with flannel wrung out of hot water 
were of ufe. 

When a diarrhoea occurred, our author loft 

• * 

no time in endeavouring to check it firft by 
combining opiates with the bark, and if thefe 
failed, by difeontinuing the latter and increafing 
the quantity of wine, with the addition of a 
cordial aftringent, till the purging was flopped. 

In 
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In cafes of extreme debility, though not attend¬ 
ed with a diarrhoea, he frequently adminiftered 
opium (as a more inftantaneous and diffufive 
ftimulant than either wine or bark) with con- 
fiderable advantage. 

A few patients were let blood, fome in confe- 
quence of advice, and fome of their own ac¬ 
cord; but of thefe, we are told, fcarcely one 
efcaped, 

VII, Memoirs of the Royal Medical Society at 
Paris. (Continued from p. 160). 

Surgery. —The firft article under this head is 
the Society’s Report concerning the Operation of 
Cajlration as praRifed for the radical Cure of Her¬ 
nias. This paper relates to an enormity of which 
Heifter, Dionis, and other writers have repeat¬ 
edly complained. The Breflaw phyficians allure 
us ( Hifior . Morb. Vratiflav.) that in their city 
a fingle operator in this way mutilated up¬ 
wards of 200 children. The fame horrid prac¬ 
tice, according to-Haller, prevails in Switzer¬ 
land. The intendants of Paris and Languedoc, 
ftruck with the frequency of it in their feveral- 
’diftrids, applied to the minifter, and the latter 
, requefted the fociety to dired their attention to 
this fubjed. Some of thefe operators, we are 
Vol. III. N° III. Nn told. 
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told, make no difficulty of taking put both tef-. 
tides when there is a double hernia. From an 
enquiry made by order of the bifhop of Papoul 
in Languedoc it appears, that upwards of 500 

children have lately been mutilated in that fingle 

» 

diocefe. Meffieurs Poulletier de la Salle, Andry, 
and Vicq D’Azyr (the authors of the report) in 
order to remedy this grievance advife the putting 
in force certain good but obfolete laws, which in- 
proper punifhment qn ignorant perfons whq 

undertake operations.-2. Remarks on the Cure 

of TJlcers by the vacillatory Motion of a Burning - 
glafs, M. la Peyre, a fea furgeon, relates feve- 
ral cafes of foul ulcers with callous edges, which 
were cured by this practice. He applies the le/is 
feveral times in a day, carrying it oyer the whole 
furface of the ulcer till a confiderable degree of 
heat is excited. . 3. An Account of a Cancer 
of the lower Lip , cured in three weeks by means of 
a Burning-glajs. By M. le Comte, Surgeon at 
Arcueil. The pain excited by this pra&ice, 
we are told, is much eafier to fuppart than that 
occafioned by the adtual cautery. After the 
cauterifation each day, our apthor applied a com- 
prefs dipped in fpirit of wine, and the efchar 
was generally thrown off in twenty-four hours, 
leaving the wound of a vermilion colour. Thp 
■ ~ ' cure 


. y 
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cure was effefted without any lofs of fubftance. 
M. le Comte obferves, that the practice of in¬ 
flation was adopted by the ancients, who were 
accuftomed to expofe dropfical patients to the 
rays of the fun. He adds that the lens may be 
ufed with advantage even in winter, provided 
there is a little fun-fhine.—4. A new Method of 
remedying Wounds of the Arteries. By M. le 
Comte, Student of Surgery. This is an inge¬ 
nious contrivance. It con fids of a quill flit up 
on one fide, fo as to furround the artery, and 
lined with a fine ribbon, the ends of which 
ferve as ligatures. The author has applied it to 
the carotid and crural arteries of feveral dogs 
and lheep, with fuccefs. The fociety having 
appointed a committee to afcertain the merits of 
this invention, they laid bare the crural artery of 
a dog for a confiderable length, and after intro¬ 
ducing it into the tube, punttured the veflel 
with a lancet. They then tied the ends of the 
ribbon, and the haemorrhage ftopt. On the 
third day they withdrew the tube, but not with¬ 
out difficulty, as the integuments were much in¬ 
flamed, and the ends of the ribbon were glued 
together, by the pus. The animal was preferved 
three weeks, and then was killed; but about 

1 # ' 

eight days before his death a fimilar operation, 

N n 2 though 
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though with a larger incifion, was performed ort 
the left crural artery. After death both the arte¬ 
ries were injedted. The right was completely filled 
with wax, but was a little contra&cd at the 
place of the operation. In the left the wax did 
not pafs beyond the incifion, the coats of the 
veflel being thickened, and its cavity obliterated. 
In two other dogs large incifions were made in the 
fame artery, and in both the cavity was obliterated. 
The fociety promife to continue their inquiries 

on this fubjedt..-5. An Account of a full-grown 

Pcetus extracted from an Abfcefs of the Abdomen, 
fy M. Debois. The woman, who is the fub- 
jedt of this cafe, was in her fourth pregnancy, 
and had gone her full time. The waters were 
evacuated, and the midwife faid fhe felt the head 
of the child. At this period of the labour the 
patient complained of a fudden and moft violent 
pain, which, after continuing for a fhort time, 
went off, and fhe then complained only of a 
heavy weight in the hypogaftric region. Two 
months after this fhe began to be attacked with 
a throbbing pain of the abdomen, and a fup- 
puration took place. The abfcefs opened in 
two places, and the difcharge from it was ex¬ 
tremely offenfive. She was now much reduced 
by hectic fever, colliquative fweats, and diar- 

jrhoea. 



fhoea. At the end of three months (he was 
carried to the Hotel Dieu at Paris, where 4 he 
abfcefs was dilated, and the bones of a full* 
grown foetus extracted from the wound. The 
difcharge for fome time after this was ichorous 
and foetid, but in about four months (he re¬ 
covered her ftrength and flefh, and left the hof* 
pital in good health. She has (till, however, a 
fiftulous fore through which there is fometimes 
a difcharge of fxces. Our author has met with 
accounts of two cafes firriilar to this* One of 
them is by Littre,' in the Mem. dt PAcad! dei 
Sciences \ the other is in the Journal Encyclopedia 
que de Bouillon for 1777.'- —6. A Cafe in which 

a Child's arm was extracted from an Abfcefs fome 
time after Delivery. By M. Bouillon, Phyficiart 
at Mortain. A woman at the full tirrte was de¬ 
livered of a dead child j but one of its arms was 
torn off, and remained in utero. The patient con¬ 
tinued to feel pains in the abdomen-, a confider- 
able degree of fever erifued, and ah ihflanr- 
matory tumour appeared in the hypOgifttie 
gion which fuppurated. The bOfce§ of the 
child’s arm were extra&ed from this abfcefs, and 
the woman recovered.--*-—7. An Improvement in 
the Operation of Laryngotomy. By M. Vicq 
D’Azyr. The thyroid and cricoid cartilages 
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are fcparatcd anteriorly by a fmall triangular 
(pace, which may always ealily be found, how¬ 
ever much the neck may be fwelled. This is 
the place in which our author advifes the opera¬ 
tion to be performed. He has tried it in dogs 
withTuccefs. 

Anatomy .— i. An Account of the growth ofahorny 
Subjtance. By M. Gaftellier. The fubjedt of this 
paper is a woman 97 years old, who at the age 
of 83, having a number of wens on her head, 
began to perceive an extraordinary protuberance 
on the lower part of her left temple, which in- 
creafed rapidly, and acquired a horny confid¬ 
ence. This excrefcence was fa wed off by a fur- 
geon, but it foon grew again. An engraving of 
one of thefe horns is given of its- natural fize. 
It is about three inches long, as large as a little 
finger, and twilled. Its bafis adhered to the; 
fkin only, not to the bone. Similar cales are 
mentioned by Ingraflius, Hildanus, and Thomas 
'Bartholine.— i. An Account of a natural Separation 
of the Bones of the Pelvis . By M. Souquet, 
Phyfician at Boulogne.- The patient, whofe 
cafe is here related, is an Englilh lady, of the 
name of Harris, who, in her twenty-fourth year 
and third pregnancy, had a very long and pain¬ 
ful 




[ 280 ] 

after fcized with a violent head-ach, lofs of ap¬ 
petite, and pains in her knees, attended with 
confiderable fwelling and inflammation. Thefe 
complaints refilled a variety of medicines for the 
fpace of ten months, at the end of which time 
the extenfor tendons of her foot contracted, and 
(he was obliged to keep to her bed. Abfcefles 
formed about the coccyx, and the fuppuration 
Jailed a year, attended with long and frequent 
fyncopes, preceded by cold fweats. The ex^ 
ceflive pain of her head occafioned the lofs of 
her eye-fight, and by degrees all the mufcles of 
her lower limbs became contracted. During 
the three firft years of this difeafe lhe got no. 
fleep ; but at the end of that period fhe flept for 
five hours, her menfes, which had ceafed all that 
time, re-appeared, and her pains leflfened. About 
this time foul ulcers began to form about the 
ends of her fingers, and her nails grew long, 
flefhy, and ulcerated. She had copious fweats, 
and an almoft mediant falivation. Her bones 
became fragile and incapable of refilling the 
flexor tendons, fo that all her limbs were bent 
inwards except her right arm, which became 
twilled through its whole length. In the mean 
time her general health feemed to be mended, 
and lhe grew fatter; but in 175S lhe was attacked 
, with 
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with peripneumonia notha, and the year follow¬ 
ing with a dangerous fever. In 1762 fhe had 
an eryfipelatous inflammation on her right thigh. 
In 1763 fhe had feveral troublefome ulcers on 
different parts of her body. In 1764 M. Mo- 
rand prefented an account of her difeafe, to¬ 
gether with her portrait, to the Academy of 
Sciences. In 1765 (he took fome dofes of 
manna, which brought on a dilpofition to vo¬ 
mit that lafted nine months, and determined her 
not to take any more medicines. In 1768 fhe 
had an eryfipelas on her right arm. In 1772 
her menfes began to be irregular. In 1775 her 
appetite, which till then had been good, began 
to fail, and in the month of December of that 
year fhe died. On diffe&ion her bones were 
found to be fo thin and fragile, that on prefling 
one of the knees with a finger, the head of the 
tibia was broken, and the finger pafied into the 
cavity of the bone. The marrow was in a con- 
fiderable quantity, but in a vitiated ftate. The 
cartilaginous part of the bone was wholly de- 
ftroyed, the earthy part remaining almoft alone, 
fo that this difeafe feemed to be totally different 
from that of Supiot’s wife. The mufcular flefh 
was almoft entirely deftroyed, excepting that of 

• Yol. III. N° III» O o the 
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the gliitseus maximus, the abdominal mufcles, 
and the deltoid, which were the only ones fhe ufed. 
In the lower extremities the tendons only remained, 
and thefe were very drong, diffi and dretched. 

.In lieu of mufcles there was only cellular mem¬ 
brane, in which the traces of mufcles and blcJod- 
yefiels were with difficulty diftinguifhed. 

The heart, like the flefli of all the other mufcles, 
jvas without confidence, and eafily torn. The 
lungs were flaccid, and the liver,- which was en¬ 
larged, and of a foft, pulpy confidence, feemed 
to be kept together only by its membranes. 
A fchirrous concretion was obferved in one of the 
, pvaries, and the doublings of the peritonaeum 
were filled with fchirrous tumours. 

M. Saillant fuppofes this curious difeafe to 
have been a plica polonica. The fkeleton of the 
woman is in the pofieffion of the Faculty of 
Phyficians at Paris. 

Medical Chetnijlry .— 1. New Proceffes for pre¬ 
paring Martial ALthicps. By Meffieurs Maret, 

Darcet, Crohare, and Jofie.-2. Accounts of 

the Medical Properties of fixed Air in a Cance¬ 
rous Cafe , by Dr. Targioni of Florence, and 
in Cafes of Putrid Fever and Phthifis , by M. 
Maret. None of thefe accounts are fuffici- 

ently fatisfa&oryc-3. A Method of preparing 

< Emetic 
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Emetic Tartar. By M. Durande of Dijon.—- 
4. A Method of preparing Calomel. By M. Bailleau, 
Apothecary at Paris; This procefs confifts in 
mixing the corrofive fublimate and water into a 
pafte, and triturating it with crude mercury till 
the latter is extinguiflied, which is generally 
effected in half an hour. The mixture being 
then digefted in a fand-bath with a gentle heat* 
it becomes white, and forms a very mild mercury, 
which requires only a fingle fublimation to be 

perfe&ly pure.-5. Anew Method of preparing 

an Extra Id of Opium. By M. Jofie. This extract 
is faid to contain onfy the fedative virtue of the 
opium. It is prepared by ftirring it in a vefiel 
with warm water, and repeatedly pouring on it 
frefli water till the latter ceafes to be coloured* 
The coloured water is then to be evaporated to 
the confidence of an extract, which is to be given 
in dofes of two grains. What remains undifiolved 
is faid to be the glutinous part of the opium.——- 
(>. A Manner of preparing the mealy part of 
Potatoes. By M. Gallot.——7. Remarks on the 
Spirituous Fermentation of Milk , by Dr. Spielmann* 

--8. Experiments on Urine , by M. Bucquet* 

Thde experiments were made on the urine voided 
by IVfrs. Soirchot, after die had undergone the 
fe&ion of the Symphyfi* Pubi^, and which ap* 

O o 2 peared 
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pcared to be very different in its fmell from that 

which has remained any time in the bladder.- 

9. A Chemical Analyfis of Cantharides and fome 

other infetts, by M. Thouvenel.-10. Analyfes, 

by different writers, of the Mineral Waters of 
Chateldon in Bourbonnois (chalybeate); Saulchoir 
near Tournay (chalybeate); Digne in Provence 
(hot) *, Sainte Reine in Burgundy (impregnated 
with fixed and volatile alkali, ol. petrolei and 
earth) *, Manjolet in Rouffillon (hot, fulphureouS 
and chalybeate) •, Bcuillants : near Avranches (aci¬ 
dulous chalybeate) •, Roye (chalybeate); LaCraute 
in Burgundy (fulphureous)*; Saint Santin near 
Aigle, Orlienas near Lyons, and Rainfy. The 
three laft are chalybeates. 

Botany, and the Natural Hijlory of Drugs. - 

I. Of the Ufe of the Faba Sandti Ignatii in In¬ 
termittents. ByM. Four de Bourieu. The author 
recommends this remedy in cales that refill the 
bark. To adults he gives twelve, to children 

only fix grains for a dofe.-2. The Root of 

Timac recommended in Dropfies.' By M. Gerard, 
phyfician at St. Domingo. This root is given 
in decoftion. The plant it belongs to is not 

. defcribed.-3. A Cafe of Dropfy cured by a De- 

\ # 

coition of Galega floribus cjeruleis B. By M. 

Moulien, 
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Moulien, phyfician at] Rennes,— — 4^ M. Du- 
rande, of Dijon, recommends the leaves of the 
Ilex Aquifolium L. or Holly-tree , in intermittents, 
in preference to the Peruvian bark. They are 
directed to be given dried and powdered in a dofe 
of a drachm before the fit.—5. M. Aymel 
recommends a tin&ure of Ifatis or JVoad as a 

remedy in Scurvy. -6 . Remarks on Smutty Rye 

and Wheat . By Father Cotte and M. Parmen- 
tier. 

Medical Philofophy. —1. A Method of preferring 
Water frefh at Sea. By M. la Peyre. This confifts 
in walhing the calks with lime water, and impreg¬ 
nating the water with lime and acid of vitriol.— 
'2 .An Account of the Effetts of Lightning. By M. 
Brillonet. This gentleman was ftruck with light¬ 
ning, but without being materially hurt by it. Six 
weeks afterwards he perceived that the fcifiars 
and lancets he had in his pocket at the time of 
the accident had acquired a powerful magnetic 
quality.—3. A Cafe of Afphyxy on opening a 
Well. By M. Bonami, phyfician at Nantes.— 

4. Remarks on the Adulteration of Cyder , and the 
means of difcovering it. By' M. Bucquet. — 

5. An Account of the Inflammable Air of a Well, 
By Father Cotte.——6. Experiments relative to 

the 
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the Condensation of Mercury and Spirit of WinL 
By the fame. Thefe experiments prove, that 
mercury is more fufceptible of condenfation, but 
lefs. of dilatation than fpirit of wine. 

' Having given this fummary view of the firft 
or Hiftorical part of the volume, we proceed 
now to the fecond part or Memoirs.' The firft 
article in this divifion is an Account of the Difeafes 
that prevailed at Paris in 1775 and 1776. By 
M. Lorry. This paper contains a very accurate 
hiftory of the epidemic catarrh which began to 
appear at Paris about a month after the autumnal 
equinox of 1775, and did not wholly difappear 
tilt the following fpring. A fimilar difeafe, we 
are told, prevailed at the fame time among do- 
meftic animals. The moft general fymptoms 
were an- acute pain in the head and limbs, and a 
copious expe&oration of a clear, limpid mucus. 
Several cafes occurred in which, by negleft of 
regimen, expofure to cold, or fome other irre¬ 
gularity ’> when the difeafe was nearly over, the 
fymptoms were renewed. Many gouty patients 
Who had a regular fit, efcaped the epidemic, and 
others who were iubjeft to wandering gout and 
rheumatifm, felt it only by an increafe of pain. 
It was obferved, that women fubjeft to profufe 
fluor albus were lefs liable to it than others. 

In 
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In fome inflammatory habits the difeafe was 
attended with eryfipelas. Themeafles, and in¬ 
deed all the difeafes which immediately fucceedcd 
this epidemic, feemed to partake of it. In one. 
cafe of meafles, in a female patient, our author 
faw the difeafe interrupted, as it were, by a flux 
of the menfes, and when that ceafed, refuming 
its former violence. In fome cafes he faw a pain¬ 
ful hardnels of the liver, brought on by the 
meafles, and carried off by a bilious diarrhoea. 

__2. An Account of an Epidemic that prevailed 

at Touloufe in the Autumn of 1772. By M. Gar- 
deil, Profefibr of Phyfic at Touloufe. This 
epidemic was a remittent fever, complicated in 
many patients with dyfentery. It began to appear 
in July, and continued till the end of December. 
During this period, -2782.perfons were admitted 
at St. Jameses, which is the principal hofpital in 
Touloufe. Of this pumber 306, or 1 in 3, died. 
The average number admitted in the fame fpace 
of time in ten preceding years, was only 1034, 
and the average number of deaths 196, or 1 in 6. 

- - 3. Uefcription ofa malignant-Epidemic Fever , 

which prevailed at Coutances and its environs in 
J772 and 1773. By M. Bonte, phyfician at 
Coutances.——4. A Memoir relative to Sologne . 
By Abbe Teflier. This elTay contains many in- 

jt* ^ y ' f ^ ^ ^ • * 
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terefting obfervations ori the natural hiftory, 
health of the inhabitants, &c. of this province. 
— 5 * ^ Memoir relative to Lorraine. By M. 
Jadelot.-*—7. An Account of the had effects pro¬ 
duced by the Miafmata of putrid Animals, and of a 
new Method of ’Treatment fuccefsfully employed in 
thofe Cafes . By M. de Laffone. In 1749 a 
diforder prevailed among the horned cattle, which 
carried off a great number of cows in the environs 
of Paris. Many of thefe were buried- in the 
neighbourhood of the convent of /’ Enfant Jefus , 
to which our author was at that time phyfician, 
and the air foon became infeCted. At the be¬ 
ginning of winter thirty ladies of the convent, 
ancbfeveral of the fervants, were attacked either 
with dyfentery or putrid fever, or both. The 
progrefs of the infection was (topped by rhe 
Police, who gave orders to bijry the carcafes of 
the cows deep, and to cover them with lime. 
The new- mode of treatment purfued by our 
author in thefe cafes, confided in a liberal life 
of bark clyfters. 1 -8. An Effay on the Hydropho¬ 

bia. By M. Andry. In this paper, which has 
been publifhed leparately, the author has col¬ 
lected almod every thing that has been faid on 
the fubjeCt by different writers. It is divided 
into three parts. In the firft he treats of the 

• ' . fponta. 
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nifies a brijile. It appears in many cafes within 
twelve hours, in others- not till a month after 
birth, and fometimes, tho’ rarely, at a more 
advanced age, of even twelve or more years. 
Thefymptoms are defcribed to be a violent 
itching, which is increafed by the heat of the bed, 
and prevents deep •, a continual agitation; im- 
pofiibility of fucking, the child’s tongue not being 
able to accommodate itfelf to the nipple; and 
laftly a hoarfenefs, and gradual extinftion of the 
voice. Of all thefe fymptoms the laft is con- 
fidcred as the mod certain, fo that hy the weak- 
nefs of the child’s cries, and the alteration in its 
> ■ voice, they judge of the degree of the diforder. 
As foon as it is obferved they proceed to the 
cure, which confids in fridtions by women of the 
country, who are fo accuftomed to this dileafe that 
they feldom call in either a phyfician or furgeon. 
Thefe frictions are made on different parts of the 
body, according to the three dates of the difeafe, 
which are fometimes diftindt, at others compli¬ 
cated; In the firft, to a diminution of voice is 
joined an inability to fuck. This, we are told, 
requires fridtions at the upper part of the dernum, 
neck, cheeks, and about the jaws and temples. 
If the child’s tongue is at liberty, and yet he is 
dill unable to feize the nipple, his arms or. fingers 

' at 
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at the fante time feeling tenfe, this is the fecond 
ftate df the difeafe, and requires fridtions on the 
fore arm. T he third is known only by the change 
in the voice, and is cured by tubbing the arms, 
Ihoulders, back, and calves of the legs. The 
mode of fHdtion is as follows: the woman wets 
her hand with faliva, and rubs the fkin of one of 
the child’s afrns, for inftange, along the ex ten for 
mufcles, till fhe feels a confiderable roughnefs. 
She then quits this arm and begins with the other, 
rubbing always in fmall circles, and conftantly 
in the fame direction. Nothing particular is ' 
obferved in the fkiri previous to thefe fri&ions. 
Some of the mod experienced women, however, 
fpeak of a fort of tenfion which gives way to 
rubbing. In many cafes where this practice has 
been negle&ed, the child, we are told, has been 
carried off by convulfions or diarrhoea. In fome 
fubjedts, a fpecies of dark, rough hairs, not longer 
than the tenth of an inch, and in others, little 
fubftances refembling very fine red hair, not 
quite fo rough as the former, and furnifhed with 
a minute bulb at their extremity, appear on the 
Ikin, and terminate the difeafe. This circum- 
ftance it is that gives name to the difeafe. Our 
author fpeaks of a girl ten years old, who, after 
having been for fome time ill, and taking different 
P p 2 medicines. 
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medicines, at length tried friflions in the manner 
juft now defcribed, and thefe brought out a pro¬ 
digious quantity of dark coloured, rough hairs, 
after which the patient got well.—This extraor¬ 
dinary difeafe is treated of at fome length by the 
learned M. Lorry, in his traftatus de Morbis Cu - 
taneis , lately publilhed : it is likewife mentioned 
by Ambrofe Pare, whofe account of it, as it is 
very concife, we (hall here tranfcribe from 
Johnfon’s tranflation of his works {-page 215.) 
“ The mention of the Dracunculi calls to my 
4t memory another kind of abfcefs, altogether 
“ as rare. This our Frenchmen name Cridones , 
“ I think a Crinibus , i. e. from hairs. It chiefly 
“ troubles children, and pricks their back like 
<e thorns. They tofs up and down, being not 
“ able to take any reft. This difeafe arifeth 
ct from fmall hairs, which are fcarce of a pin’s 
“ length, but thofe thick and ftrong. It is 
“ cured with a fomentation of water more than 
“ warm, after which you mult prefently apply 
“ an ointment made of honey and wheaten flour j 
“ for fo thefe hairs lying under the lkin are 
“ allured and drawn forth; and being thus 
“ drawn, they muft be plucked out with fmall 
“ mullets. I imagine this kind of difeafe was 
not known- to the ancient phyficians.”-—— 
' 11 . Expe* 
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VIII. An Account of the late epidemic catarrhal 
Fever , commonly called the Influenza , as it ap¬ 
peared at Bath , in the months of May afid June 
1782. By W.Falconer, M.D. F» R. S. 8vo. 
Dilly, London. 28 pages, is. 

T H I) fymptoms of the late epidemic are 
here defcribed with great accuracy. It 
appeared at Bath about the middle of May. It 
generally began with a flight fhivering, fucceed- 
ed by a fenfe of fluffing in the head and nofe, a 
difcharge of a clear, acrid, faline fluid from the 
nofe, and often from the eyes, attended with 
frequent fneezing. As the diforder proceeded, 
the head became pained and frequently verti¬ 
ginous. The feat of the pain was generally a$ 
the fore part of the head. 

No external forenefs or fwelling of the glands 
took place*, nor any internal ulceration of thC' 
fauces, in any cafes that fell under our author’s 
obfervations. The pulfe was in general very 
quick, even to 140 or 150 in a minute, and 
when the fever ran fo high, fome degree of de r 
lirium generally prevailed during the night, but 
conftantly went off towards morning. A cough 
generally took place from the beginning, but 
was feldom accompanied with pain in the fide. 
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or confiderable interruption of breathing. Thefb 
fymptoms were commonly attended with cqn- 
fiderable debility. In fome, we are told, a red 
eruption came on, perhaps caufed by the fweat- 
ing, towards the decline of the complaint, ef- 
pecially about the joints and palms of the hands, 
but this foon went off without any bad fympr 
foms. < ... 

All ages, our author obferves, were affefted 
with it, from children in the cradle to extreme 
old age, and the male and female fexes equally. 
It feldom proved fatal, except.to very old per¬ 
sons, who died as it were fuffocated with the 
catarrh j or unlefs fome very improper methods 
had been purfued. They who were recovering 
from it were extremely liable to relapfes; in 
which cafe all the fymptoms recurred much in 
the fame manner as at firft, and fometimes with 

additional violence. . * ~ 

' * ' . . 

Dr. Falconer thinks this epidemic bore a great 
refemblance to the fcarlatina anginofa. The 
feat of both, he obferves, appeared to be the 
fome, and. the fymptoms , likewife were very 
Jimilar. The rednefs of the Ikin, which is fo 
general an attendant on the fcarlatina anginofa, 
was not indeed an ufual fymptom of the late in¬ 
fluenza * but it has neverthelefs fometimes ap¬ 
peared. 
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peared, and fomething of this kind, he adds, 
is mentioned as an attendant on the complaint 
by other writers. 

He fuppofes it to have been of a contagious 
and inflammatory nature. Mild diaphoretics 
were found to be the moft efficacious remedies. 
If the fymptoms were urgent, one bleeding 
feemed to give fome relief*, but, repeated 
' often, it apparently did harm. Emetics were, 
in fome inftances, of great ufe when given near 
the aceeffion of the diforder. Purging, when 
carried beyond (he mere relief of coftivenefs, 
feemed to do harm. Blifters had a good effeft 
only where the pain of the head was confider- 
able ; for they never abated either the catarrh 
or cough, and in feveral inftances feemed to be 
hurtful by increafing the irritability of the fyftem. 
The inhalation of warm fteams feemed to ag¬ 
gravate the fymptoms. Opiates were of ufe to 
lefien the cough and promote expeftoration. 

No preventatives were of any efficacy in pre¬ 
venting this diforder. The acetum prophylac- 
tiGum, camphorated fpirits, aromatic waters, 
and tobacco, were all tried, we are told, with 
this intent, but without any effeft whatever. 


IX. Ob- 
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IX. ObJ'ervations on the Influenza or epidemic 
Catarrh , as it appeared at Briflol and its en¬ 
virons, during the Months of May and June 
1782. To which is added a meteorological 
Journal of the Weather. By A. Broughton, 
M. D. Fellow of the Royal Medical Society of 
Edinburgh , and one of the Phyflcians to the Briflol 
Infirmary. 8vo. Robinfon, London. 31 
pages, is. • 

F ROM the befl information which this writer 
was able to obtain, the epidemic made its 
appearance at Briflol about the fecond week in 
May; and after raging with great rapidity dur¬ 
ing the remainder of that month, about the 
middle of June it began to abate, and by the 
end of it, or the beginning of July, it feemed 
to have entirely difappeared. 

Some have fuppofed that the difeafe was 
owing to the backwardnefs of the fpring, in 
confequence of which the air contained a fuper- 
abundant quantity of phlogiflon; but from 
fome experiments made at Briflol by our author’s 
friend, Mr. Becket, it appears that the air, at 
the time when the difeafe raged molt, contained 
no more phlogiflon than what is ufual. Dr. 
Broughton thinks it not at all improbable, but 
Vol. III. N° IIL Q^q that 
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that the large quantity of rain which fell Ibrne 
weeks previous to its appearance might caufe 
fuch a great degree of evaporation from the 
furface of the earth as to produce a cold fuffi- 
cient to conftringe the pores on the furface of 
the body, and that the great content between 
the exhalation from the lungs and the cutaneous 
perfpiration may account for its particular deter¬ 
mination to thofe parts. This argument is inge¬ 
nious, but in the prefent inftance we cannot 
adopt it. There were phenomena in the late 
epidemic, which we think can be explained in 
no other way than by fuppofing it to have been 
a contagious difeafe. 

Dr. Broughton gives a very exa& hiftory of 
the fymptoms of this epidemic. Thefe fymp- 
toms were in general fimilar to thofe defcribed 
in the preceding article. In fome patients, we . 
are told, the diforder was attended with pains in 
different parts of the body, refembling the rheu- 
matifm. In others the tonfils appeared enlarg¬ 
ed and (lightly inflamed ; but in none of thofe, 
who came within our author’s obfervation, did 
the irritation feem to extend itfelf beyond the 
trachea. Two patients, on the fecond day of 
the difeafe, complained of a difficulty in palling 
water, which gradually increafed as the fymp¬ 
toms 
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toms advanced, and went off on the body’s re¬ 
turning to its ufual ftate. 

Bleeding feemed to do harm, at lead our au¬ 
thor fufpe&s that all thofe, treated in this man¬ 
ner, were much longer in recovering than thole 
in whom the lancet was not ufed. Where the 
inflammatory fymptoms, as fometimes hap¬ 
pened, were confiderable, a purgative remedy, 
fuch as the deco 51 . tamar . cum Jena , generally 
procured fome remiflion. Where the fymptoms 
of fever ran very high, with great oppreffion- 
and difficulty of breathing, a folution of emetic 
tartar, fo as to produce vomiting, feemed to 
afford much relief, and where it excited fome de- 
gree of diaphorefis the good effeft was ftill more 
evident. It was not, however, in every cafe 
that either of thefe remedies could be admi- 
niftered ; for fome on the firft attack complained 
of pain in the bowels attended with a diarrhoea, 
and fuch were only to be relieved by opiates. 

After the belly had been gently opened by a 
purgative remedy, the ufe of mild diaphoretics 
feemed to afford much relief. To the ufe of 
nitre in cafes attended with a cough our author 
has an obje&ion on account of its ftimulating 
property. • 

Q.q 2 
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On the going off of the difeafe it often hap¬ 
pened, that the matter fecreted by the glands 
about the bronchke was fo thick that it was with 
difficulty the patient could fpit it up; in fuch 
cafes, we are told, the lac fatidum , or lac am- 
niott. afforded relief; and if thele failed blitters 
were applied between the fhoulders. 

The work clofes with an extract from a me¬ 
teorological journal, from the 20th of April to 
the 20th of June 1782, kept at Briftol by Mr. 
Becket. 


SECTION'II, 

Essays and Observations. 

I. An Account of a remarkable nervous Affettion. 
By Mr. Charles Kite, Surgeon at Gravefetid in 
Kent. Communicated in a Better to Samuel 
Foart Simmons, M. D. F. R. S. Read Auer. 

o 

5th, 1782. 

A Woman, aged 38, of a plethoric habit, 
was attacked in the year 1773 with an in¬ 
flammation on her inftep, which at firft appear¬ 
ed like a fmall pimple * but in a very fhort time 
inereafed confiderably. 


It 
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It is unneceflary to take up the attention of 
the fociety with a relation of minute circum- 
ftances. It will, I preftime, be quite fufficient 
to obferve, that the inflammation fpread round 
the ancle and up to the knee. Ulceration took 
place, and the tibia was difcovered to be carious 
through almoft its whole length, It was from 
the beginning attended with the moft excruciat¬ 
ing torture. Every remedy was made ufe of, 
which the (kill and experience of a very eminent 
furgeon could fuggeft. Bleedings occafionally 
repeated, emollient fomentations, and cata- 
plafms prepared with deco&lon of poppies, 
bread, and opium, feemed to give moft eafe. 
Barbadoes tar, leeches, blifters, cupping, cauf- 
tics, rafping the bone, and falivation were tried; 
but without the leaft good confequence arifing, 
and very ftrong opiates ferved only to aggravate 
her miferies. 

After (he had endured the moft violent tor¬ 
ments for the fpace of eleven or twelve months, 
it was deemed neceflfary to amputate the limb 
above the knee. To this operation fhe very 
readily fubmitted, naturally concluding it would 
effedtually remove her prefent agonies ; but in 
this Ihe was unhappily miftaken, for a few days 
after the leg was taken of, fhe was again at¬ 
tacked 
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tacked with her old diforder, in a degree equally 
diftrefling and excruciating as before, and (as 
Jhe imagined) occupying exa&ly the fame places • 
to wit, all the fpace between the ancle and the 
knee. It continued three or four days, and 
then went off. This the furgeons endeavoured 
to periuade themfelves was no more than a com¬ 
mon nervous fenfation, and what every one after 
amputation experiences in a greater or lefs de¬ 
gree. A very fhort time, however, fully con¬ 
vinced them, there- was fomething more extra¬ 
ordinary in this cafe than what is ufually ob- 
ferved in others * for in about fix weeks the 
lame painful fymptonas occurred again, and 
during the fpace of feven years generally re¬ 
turned once in about two months j but lhe has 
had only two fevere fits within thefe lafi: two 
years. 

The pain is preceded by (hivering and fick- 
nefs, after which the pulfe becomes rather more 
quick and full, and the tongue white. The 
flump during this period is not in the leaft in¬ 
flamed—It may even be prefled very hard with 
impunity j but when the pains are very 
ftrong, it is repeatedly jerked upward with fo 
violent a motion, that fhe cannot retain it in 
the ufual pofition with both her hands. She is 

always 
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always relieved by bleeding, aperients, ano¬ 
dynes, and camphor •, but notwithftanding this 
plan is followed on the firft appearance of the 
complaint, it is ufually three or four days, 
fometimes longer, before it entirely forfakes 
her. 

. Now and then flie is lirbjeft to very fevene 
pains in the ftomach and bowels ; and at thefe 
times is always exempt from the pains, which 
(he conceives to be in the leg ; but flhe has re¬ 
marked, that the pain in the extremity has fre¬ 
quently come on immediately after that in the 
ftomach has difappeared, and vice verfa. 

Before the operation her menfes were ob- 
ftrutted, but ever fince- they have been tolerably 
regular. 


II. Inftances of the medicinal effetts of Magnetifm . 
Communicated in a letter to Dr. Simmons, 
F. R. S. by Mr. Thomas Henry, F. R. S. 
Apothecary at Manchefter. Read Sept. 9, 1782. 

I N the laft number of the London Medical 
Journal fome account is given of the medi¬ 
cinal eSetts of magnetifm. Perhaps the fol¬ 
lowing cafes, which have fallen within my own 

obkr- 
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obfervation, may be of fome ufe in recommend* 
ing a trial of it. That it is a powerful agent 
in nature, we all know, though we are little ac¬ 
quainted with the modus operandi. 

A young gentleman had been for fome days 
troubled with a very fevere tooth-ach, for which 
he had tried all the ufual remedies without fuc- 
cefs, and was on the point of fubmitting to the 
extra&ion of the tooth; when a friend informing 
him that the application of a magnet had been 
known to effefl a cufe, he immediately pur- 
chafed a fmall artificial one, fuch as thofe fold 
in the fhops for tobacco-ftoppers, and with 
little expe&ation of fuccefs> applied it to his 
tooth. To his great furprize, in a few minutes, 
the pain entirely ceafed, nor had he any return 
of it afterwards. 

Being myfelf afflicted, laft winter, with fevere 
pain in a decayed tooth, which was too rotten 
to be eafily extracted, and having tried various 
remedies in vain, I recolle&ed the above cafe, 
and, having a magnet in the houfe, applied it 
to the tooth. Inftant relief fucceeded, my pain 
left me; and though it afterwards returned 
feveral times in the courfe of a few days, it 
was conftantly removed by the magnet, which 
I carried for that purpofe in my pocket, and I 
have fmce remained quite free from it. 



\ 


t 3°5 J 

About fix weeks fince a tinnitus aurium was 
very troublefome to me every night. At ftrft 1 
only perceived it when 1 lay on my right fide, 
on which was the affedted ear; but it foon in- 
creafed fo as to difturb me on whichever fide I 
reclined. One night, being much difturbed 
with it, and having nothing near that feemed 
likely to relieve me, except the magnet, 1 de-. 
cermined to apply it, and introducing it into 
my ear, and holding it there for fome minutes, 
when I again lay down I was free from the 
noife, nor did it return for feveral nights. A 
flight attack which happened, in the courfe of 
that week, was inftantly removed by the fame 
means, fince which time I have been perfe&ly 
relieved from my complaint. 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News* 

t I "'HE Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris have 
JL propofed the following fubjeft for a prize 
medal of 1080 livres value; viz. “ Toafcertain 
“ the nature and caufes of the difeafes to which 
“ gilders are expofed, and the means of pre- 
Vol. III. N® III. R r venting 
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u venting them.” The diflertations are to be 
written either in Latin or French, and fent to 
the Marquis de Condorcet, Secretary to the 
Academy, before the 15th of February, 1783* 
The Academy having as yet received no fatif- 
faftory account of the origin, ftrudture, courfe, 
termination, &c. of the lymphatics, originally 
propofed as a fubjeft for .a prize, in the year 
1779, have again announced it for the third 
time. The prize is a gold medal of 1500 livres 
value. It is expefled of candidates that they 
fhall deicribe their experiments and apparatus 
with the greateft accuracy. Diflertations on this 
fubjeft may be fent to the fecretary any time 
before November 1783. 


At a public meeting of the Royal Academy of 
Surgery at Paris on the^i ithof April, 1782, their 
prize medal of 500 livres value was adjudged 
to the learned Profeflor Camper for his difierta- 
tion on the effe&s of a morbid ftate of the fe-' 
cretions in furgical difeafes, and the means of 
obviating them. This is the third time Dr. 
Camper has obtained the Academy’s gold medal, 


M. Poncelin, 
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M. PortCelin, furgeon at Aubreville neat 
Clermont, has publifhed an account of the 
ravages committed lately in that neighbourhood 
by a mad wolf. The animal was at length 
killed by a fhepherd, who afterwards died mad 
in confequence of the wounds he received. M. 
Poncelin found this poor man with the frontal 
and occipital mufcles in a great meafure de- 
ftroyed *, the right eye-brow torn down over the 
eye; the lower lip carried away; the jaw bare; 
five teeth broken; the right cheek bit in two; 
a wound on the (ternum, which laid it bare; 
another two inches long in the fore arm, and 
reaching to the bone, and a third fomewhat 
Slighter in the right leg. 

Mercurial frictions were employed for thirty 
days. The wounds healed, and on the 26th 
day he went home feemingly well. But about 
two days afterwards he was feized with a fenfe 
of fuffocation, which was fucceeded by flight 
head-ach, convulfions, an averfion to food of 
every kind, whether folid or liquid, and likewife' 
to light and any thing that was of a white color. 
The patient died within forty-four hours,—* 
Journal de Bouillon , ... * 
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Dr. Bergius, a celebrated Swedilb phyfician, 
has lately preferred to the Academy at Stock¬ 
holm fome obfervations on the angina pettoris, 
and the method of treating it. He confiders the 
difeafe as a fpafmodic afthma, and contends 
that it deferves no other denomination. He has 
found a watery folution of gum guaiacum very 
fuccefsful in cafes of this fort. He triturates 
half an ounce of this medicine with two drachms 
of gum arabic, which he diffolves in nine ounces 
of diftilled water, adding to the whole half an 
ounce of fugar. Of this mixture he preferibes 
one or two fpoonfuls to be taken night and 
morning, and the patient is directed to drink a 
pint of barley water after each dofe. This re¬ 
medy produces daily one or -two ftoois, and it 
is by the number of thefe evacuations that the 
dofe is to be regulated. 


One of the charafteriftic properties of platina, 
hitherto, has been its infufibility by the moft 
intenfe heat. A little of it has indeed been 
melted by expofing it to the focus of a large 
burning glafs, but the moft violent heat which 
could be raifed in air furnaces, or by the united 

action 
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adion of feveral large bellows, has never been 
fufficient to bring it into a ftate of fufion. 
M. Lavoifier, it feems, has furmounted this 
difficulty. One of our correfpondents at Paris, 
who was prefent lately at fome experiments made 
by that celebrated philofopher, on a new method 
of augmenting fire by means of dephlogifticated 
air, informs us, that platina was very fpeedily 
melted by this procefs, and likewife that by 
the fame means iron was made to detonate. 
Thefe experiments were made in the prefence of 
the Comte and ComtefTe du Nord at a meeting 
of the Academy of Sciences. * 


A great number of interefting experiments 
on digeftion have lately been made by the in¬ 
genious Abbe Spalanzani, Profeffor of Natural 
Hiftory at Pavia. He finds that a piece of flefh 
inclofed in a glafs tube, and fwallowed by a 
crow, becomes putrid in nine hours, while ano¬ 
ther piece of the fame fize, that is fuffered to 
be in contad with the coats of the ftomach, 
remains perfedly fweet for eighteen hours and 
upwards. From other experiments by the fame 
profefibr it would feem that the folvent power 
of the gaftric juice does not lalt fo long as its 

anti- 
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antifeptic. Two glaffes of this juice with a 
piece of flefh in each were kept thirty-feven days 
in winter, without the leaft mark either of pu¬ 
trefaction or diffolution, whereas at the fame 
feafon fimilar pieces of flefh immerfed in water 
became putrid in feven days He finds that the 
gaftric juice preferves its antifeptic power two 
months, and even then does not become pu¬ 
trid itfelf. He likewife proves that this juice 
correCls putrid flefh, fo that if an animal fwal- 
‘ lows putrid flefh it becomes fweet. in the aCtion 
of digeflion. 

His experiments agree with thofe of M. de 
Reaumur with regard to the difficulty with 
which birds of prey digeft vegetable fubflances. 
The eagle and vulture for inflance eafily digeft 

flefh, tendons, and even bones, but not corn or 

% * 

bread. 


Mr. Kirwan, F. R. S. the learned and in¬ 
genious author of feveral chemical papers, is 
preparing a new table of elective attractions. 
This table will be conftruCted on a plan entirely 
different from thofe which have hitherto ap¬ 
peared, and will afford Angular advantages to 
the chemift. It will exhibit, for example, the 

ab- 



' t ] 

abfolute forces with which fubftanccs combine, 
and whether the combination will take place with 
Or without heat. It will alfo include double 
elective attractions, the fchemes for which are at 
prefent given feparately, and are befides fuffici- 
ently puzzling to learners. By means only of 
common addition, or fubftraftion, we fhall be 
enabled, by this table, to know a ■priori what 
will refult from a mixture of any of the che¬ 
mical fubftances contained in it. To perfeft 
this table a great number of experiments are 
now making by the author, in addition to thofe 
already made by others. 


An ingenious phyfician in London, who has 
long taught midwifery with confiderable reputa¬ 
tion, intends loon to publilh fome obfervations 
f:o prove that neither the fe&ion of the fymphyfis 
pubis, or the Caefarean operation, can ever be 
necelfary. His 5 ideas on this fubjeCl were fug- 
gefted, it feems, by a cafe which occurred lately 
in his own practice, and at which feveral of the 
moft eminent accoucheurs in London were pre¬ 
fent. In this cafe the diameter of the pelvis 
on one fide, from the os pubis to the os facrum, 
was fufficient to admit only a fingle finger; on 
/ the 
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other fide, where its diameter was fomewhat 
larger, it was found not to exceed an inch and 
three quarters. As foon as this circumftance 
was fatisfaftorily afeertained, and before the 
ftrength of the patient was at all impaired, the 
head of the foetus was opened, and its brain 
evacuated. This operation, which was con¬ 
duced with great care and deliberation, was 
completed yi about two hours. The labour was 
tjhen luffcred to go on, and on the fourth day, 
when the body of the child was in a putrid 
ftate, with its joints flexible, and the whole of 
it compreflible into a much fmaller compafs than 
before, it was brought away without any injury 
to the mother, who experienced no dangerous 
fymptoms after delivery, and was foon perfectly 
recovered. 


A cafe of hydrophobia occurred lately at the 
General Pifpenfary in Alderfgate-flreet. The 
patient was a boy five years old, who was bit in 
the cheek two months before by a ftrange dog 
he was playing with in the ftreet. Nothing 
more was heard of the dog. When the phyfi- 
cian, under whofe care the patient was admitted, 
firfi: faw him, he had an averfion to any thing 

liquid. 
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Lancafliire, Mr. Richard Gueft, furgeon and 
apothecary.—23. At Durham, aged 33 years, 
Thomas Blackburne, M. D. F. R. S. member 
of the Medical Societies of London and Edin¬ 
burgh, We was a fon of the Rev. Francis 
Blackburne, the prefent worthy and learned 
Archdeacon of Cleveland ; and was born at Rich¬ 
mond in Yorklhire, where his father is Redtor. 
He received the rudiments of bis education in 
that town, and went from thence to the Charter- 
Houfe, on the recommendation of the late Mar~ 
quis of Rockingham. After two years fpent in 
that excellent feminary, he was admitted a fcholar 
of St. Peter’s College, Cambridge; and being 
of Handing to take’the degree of B. A. he under¬ 
went a public examination in the Senate-Houfe 
with high approbation : but finding he could not 
in confcience fubfcribe the Thirty-nine Articles, 
he quitted the Univerfity without a degree, and 
turning his ftudies to Phyfic, purfued them at 
London and Edinburgh, at which Univerfity he 
took his Doftor’s degree, and about five years 
ago fettled at Durham, where his memory will 
be long refpected on account of his profefiional 
abilities, his learning in.other branches of fcience, 
his urbanity of manners in general, and his bene¬ 
volence to the poor and diftrefied who fell within 
Vql. III. N° III. T t his 



his notice. He was the author of an ingenious 
inaugural difiertation “ de Medici injiitutis ,” 
written in very claftical Latin, and printed at 
Edinburgh in 1775 •, and of an account of four 
cafes of Taenia futcefsfully treated, in a letter to 
Dr. Simmons, and publifhed by the latter in 
an appendix to the fecond edition of his work 
on the Taenia. This Journal likewife, to which 
he was an early contributor, is indebted to him 
for two interefting papers, which alone would 
be fufficient to make us regret the death of fo 
valuable and promifing a member of the medical 
profeflion.—24. At Kingfton in Jamaica, Dr. 
Beaumont Topott. 

July 1. Dr. Jofiah Gibbons, filrgeon of his 
majefty’s fhip theGlorieux, drowned in a ftorni' 
by the overletting of a wherry between Kingfton 
and Port Royal in Jamaica. He was at native 
of Georgia in America, and ftudied phyfic at 
Edinburgh, where he graduated in September 
1776. His thefts on that occafion was intituled, 
De quibufdam puerper arum Mar bis. —24. At Merry- 
field near Plymouth, Mr. Henry Thomplon, a fur- 
geon of great ability and eminence, and author 
of feveral very ufeful and ingenious papers pub¬ 
lifhed in different volumes of the Medical Ob- 
fervations and Inquiries. He refigned his poft 
. J ~' ‘ of 
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of furgeon to the London Hofpital, and re¬ 
tired from practice but a little time before his 
death. The writer of this article remembers 
being prefent at the London Hofpital, in the 
year 1768, at the amputation of a man’s 
arm at the joint of the (boulder, by Mr. Thomp- 
fon ; an operation, in which be difplayed all 
that coolnefs and dexterity that characterize the 
true furgeon. 

Augujl 3. At Bradford in Yorkffiire, Ed¬ 
mund Simpfon, M. D. He graduated at Edin¬ 
burgh in September 1779; on which occafion 
he was the author of a thefts de Oculo humariQ. 
—13. At> Naples, Alexander Monro Drum¬ 
mond, M. D. a phyfician of great learning and 
abilities. He was the fon of an eminent book- 
feller at Edinburgh, and in 1760 was admitted 
of the Medical Society in that city. From that 
time till 1771, when he graduated, he officiated 
as phyficiaps clerk at the Infirmary. During the 
whole of this period he was remarkable for his 
unremitting attention to his profeflional purfuits. 
In 1771 he quitted Scotland, and vifited the 
continent of Europe, where his talents and ad- 
drefs procured him the friendfhip of fome of 
the moft diftinguiflied Britifh travellers. He ac¬ 
companied Lord Algernon Percy into Greece, 

T t 2, and 
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and returned from thence to Naples, where he 
remained till his death. As a proof of the efti- 
mation in which his profcfiional abilities were 
held by his countrymen it will be fufficient to 
mention, that in May 17731 when he had been 
near two years abroad, the magiftrates of Edin¬ 
burgh eletted him to the medical profefforfhip 
vacant by the death of Dr. Gregory; and that 
they did not proceed to a frefh ele&ion till J une 
1776, and even then not without regretting 
that Dr. Drummond abfolutely declined accept¬ 
ing their offer. At Naples he was highly ef- 
teemed. There are anecdotes related of him, 
which prove that he was as difinterefted as Jean 
, Jaques Rouffeau, and in many refpe&s as ec¬ 
centric. He was often invited to return to 
England, and Lord Winchelfea had once feem- 
ingly prevailed on him to accompany him to 
London ; but when the time for departure ar¬ 
rived, the doftor contrived to excufe himfelf 
from being of-the party. A little before we 
faw his death announced in the Newfpapers, he 
was faid to be employed in writing an account 
of his travels. He was author of an inaugural 
thefis, entitled, Commentarius de febribus arcendis 
difcutiendifque. —18. At Hathem near Lough¬ 
borough in Leicefterfhire, aged 74 years, Mr. 

Bowley, 
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Bowley* furgeon and apothecary. — 23. Ac 
Leeds in Yorkfhire, aged 58, William Hird, 
M. D. a quaker phyfician of confiderable emi¬ 
nence as a practitioner. He graduated at Edin¬ 
burgh in 1751, and on that occafion defended 
a thefis de La ft is natura & ufu. He was a ne¬ 
phew of the late Dn, John Fothergill, who, it 
is faid, intended to have reliquifhed practice in 
his favour. Immediately after the death of that 
Celebrated phyfician Dr. Hird quitted Leeds in 
order to fettle himfelf in London, where he 
placed himfelf in the houfe of his deceafed re¬ 
lation in Harpur-ftrect. Here he publifhed 
“ An affectionate tribute to the memory of the 
“ late Dr. John Fothergill,” which is written 
in a fenfible and pleafing manner. He remain¬ 
ed, however, only a very few weeks in his new 
fituation. He forefaw, that the forming new 
connexions would be a work of time, and that 
the progrefs of a phyfician in this metropolis is 
flow, and but too often dependent on ac¬ 
cidental circumftances. Thefe confiderations 
induced him to return to Leeds, where his 
"profeflional talents were known and refpeCted. 
- 29. Mr. James Bertram, furgeon. of his ma- 
jrtly’s (hip the Royal George, and one of the 

unfor- 
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importunate perfons who were on board that 
Veffel when it funk at Portfmouth. 

• September. At Holloway Down near Strat¬ 
ford, John Harris, M. D.—2, In Bilhopfgate- 
Ctreet, London, Mr. Armftrong, furgeon.—6. At 
Nottingham, after a lingering illnefs, Mr. James 
Bigiby, furgeon and apothecary.—8. Mr. Cecil, 
apothecary in Southwark.—12. At Malton in 
Yorkfhire, aged 48 years, Mr. John Temple, fur¬ 
geon and apothecary.—22. At Windfor, John 
Thackeray, M. B. • 

' ■ ~ 
SECTION IV. 

QjU ARTERLY CATALOGUE. 

i-JP M. Augujli Broujfonet) Medicinae Dodtoris, 
Societat. Reg. Londinenfis et Monfpeli- 
enfis Socii, Ichthyologia fiftens Pifcium delcrip- 
tiones et leones. Large 4to. Elmjley y London, 
1782. 10s. 6d. 

The.fubjedt of this work does not properly 
come within the plan of our Journal^ but we 
have thought it right to announce it as being a 
performance of great merit in Natural Hiftory, 
a fcience in the progrefs of which medical 

readers 
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readers cannot but feel themfelves particularly, 
interefted. 

v 

What is now publilhed is only the firfl: De¬ 
cade, which is to be followed by others till the 
work is completed. It contains defcriptions 
and engravings of ten fifties (chiefly from the 
South Sea) from fpecimens in the pofieflion of 
Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart to whom the work is 
infcribed. Half a fheet of letter prefs and a 
feparate plate are allotted to each fifh. The 
defcriptions appear to be extremely exaCt, and 
by means of the late Dr. Solander’s MSS. notes 
the author has been enabled to mark the genuine 
colours of the different fpecimens. The en¬ 
gravings are very elegant, and without doubt 
very accurate, as they were executed under the 
immediate infpeCtion of the ingenious author. 

2. New thoughts on Medical Electricity ; or 
an attempt to difcover the real ufes of eledricity 
in medicine j including a very remarkable cafe. 
In two letters to a friend. 8vo. Cumberledge , 
London, 1782. is. 

3. Obfervations on the Sulphur Water at 
Croft near Darlington. By Robert Willan , M. D. 

i — 

8vo. Johnfon , London, 1782. is. 6d. 

This little work is a ufeful addition to the 
liiftory of our medicinal waters. According to 

the 
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the accurate analyfis here given of the Croft 
water, it contains fulphur, a fmall portion of 
iron, 3 confiderable quantity of Epfom fait, a 
little common fait, calcareous earth, and fixed 
air. 

4. An inquiry into the ftate of Medicine on 

the true principles of indu&ive Philofophy; 
with an appendix containing pra&ical cafes and 
obfervations. By Robert Jones , M. D. 8vo. 
Longman , London, 1782. 6s. 

5. An account of fome experiments on mer¬ 
cury, filver, and gold, made at Guildford in 
May 1782 in the laboratory of James Price , 
M. D. F. R. S. To which is prefixed an 
abridgment of Boyle’s account of a degrada¬ 
tion of gold. 4to. Oxford 1782. 28 pages, is. 

Thefe experiments relate to fome very ex¬ 
traordinary changes in mercury and filver by 
means of a r-ed and a white powder, neither of 
which the author has thought fit to defer ibe. 
By adding only half a grain of the red powder 
to half an ounce of mercury in a flux of borax 
and charcoal, the mercury was prevented from 
boiling although in a red heat; and in another 
experiment, when adtually boiling and evaporat¬ 
ing, it was almoft inftantaneoufly fixed by the 
addition of the fame fubftance. Ten grains of 



[ 3*9 ] 

pure gold were found in the fcoriae. Half a 
grain of the white powder employed in the fame 
manner produced fifteen grains of filvcr. Thefe 
experiments, we are told, were performed in 
the prefence of Lords Onflow, King, and Pal- 
merftone; Sir R. Barker, Sir P. N. Clarke, Dr. 
Spence, Mr. Godfchall, and other perfons of 
fredit. 

In the intrddudlion to the work we meet with 
the following paflage: “ The whole of the ma* 
“ terials producing the extraordinary change in 
“ the metal employed, was expended in per- 
“ forming the procefles which are now to be 
“ related; nor can the author furnifli himfclf 
* 6 with a fecond portion, but by a procefs 
“ equally tedious and operofe, whofe effefls he 
has recently experienced to be injurious to his 
4C health, and of which he muft therefore avoid 
u the repetition.” 

6. Lettre fur les experiences des fridtions gla- 
ciales, pour la guerifon de la pefte et autres ma¬ 
ladies putrides. i. e. A letter concerning experi¬ 
ments on the efficacy of icy fridtions in the cufe 
of the Plague and other putrid diforders. By 
D. Samoilowitz , M. D. AflefTor of the Colleges 
of her Imperial Majefty of all the Ruflias, Sur¬ 
geon major to the Senate of Mofcow, and Mem- 
Vol. III. N° III. Uu ber 
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ber of the Commifllon for providing againft the 
Plague. 8vo. Paris, 1781. 54 pages. 

The plague, that made fuch havoc in- the 
Ruffian dominions, and particularly at Mofcow 
in 1771, we are told, gave occafion to the pub¬ 
lication of this letter. The author addrefies it 
to the phyficians of Europe, in order to an¬ 
nounce a work which he is about to publilh, 
and in which he promifes to give a minute ac¬ 
count of the external ufe of ice in the cure of 
the plague. An extradt from the work in quef- 
tion is annexed to his epiftle, containing three 
cafes in which the remedy proved efficacious. 
One of the patients was attacked with a pefti- 
lential bubo, another with a carbuncle on the 
breaft, and the third with petechias and carbun¬ 
cles. 

The idea of applying ice in the plague took 
its rife, we are told, from the cuftom which 
has long been fuccefsfully followed in Ruffia, of 
rubbing frozen limbs with fnow. In honour 
of the prefent Emprefs of Ruffia, by whole 
order, it feems, this remedy was firft intro¬ 
duced as a cure for the plague, our author 
names it Antipejlilentiale Catharine. We muft 
leave it to time and farther experience to deter¬ 
mine the merits of this new remedy. In the 

ijiean 
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mean time we may obferve, that Thucydides 
in his account of the plague at Athens, par¬ 
ticularly obferves that neither the internal nor 
external ufe of very cold water prevented the 
fick from dying; and that Vinarius and Guy 
de Chauliac, two writers of the 14th century, 
who had repeated opportunities of treating the 
plague, obferve, that the external application 
of cold prevented the eruption of exanthemata 
apd buboes, and by this means always proved 
fatal, 

7. Torberni Bergman, Chemise Prof. Upf. 
et Equitis aurati Regii ordinis de Wafa, Opufr 
tula Phyfica et Chemica , pleraque feorfim anted 
edita, jam ab auRore colleRa , revifa , et auRa. 
Vol.'ll, cum tabulis aneis. Svo. Upfal. 1780. 
p < 5 

Of the firft volume of this excellent collec* 
ticn of philofophical and chemical effays we 
gave an account in our Journals for January and 
February 17 8; f This fecond volume contains 
the following differtations: 1. Be for mis chryftal- 
lorum, prefertim e fpatho ortis ; 2. Be Terra 
Silicea ; 3. Be lapide hydrophano ; 4. Be Terra 
Qemmarum ; 5. Be Terra Turmalini ; 6. Be Calce 
auri fulminante ; 7. Be Platina\ 8. Be minerit 
ferri albis ; 9. Be Nicolo ; 10. Be Arfenico ; 11. 

Uu2 ■ Be 



De miner is Zinci j 12. De fracipitatis metallicis ; 
13. Be miner arum Docimafia humida\ 14. De 
Fubo Fcrruminatorio , ejufdemque ufu in csplcrandis 
corporibus , prxfertim minerahbus. 

8. Gerichlich-Medinifche beobachtugen, i. e. 
Cafes relative to medical jurifprudence. By M. 

4 

Metzer, M. D. &c. 8vo. I£oninglberg, 1780. 
192 pages. 

9. Einleitungin die pharmacie, i An Intro- 

du^lion to pharmacy. By John Frederick Gmelin y 
M. D. Profeflor^of Chemidry in the Univer- 
fity of Gottingen, &c. 8vo. Nuremberg, 
1781. 392 pages. 

ip. Nicol. Rigler y Phyfici Ducatu's Bielicenfis/ 
in Silefia Auftriaca, Conftitutio Epidemica 
annorum 1775, 1776, 1778, 1779, adjedis 
nonnullis feledioribus cafibus pradicis. 8vo. 
Breda w, 1780-. p. 138. 

11. Diflertatio Inaugur'alis de fanguinis mif- 
fione in febribus putridis. Audore JVernero 
Frnejlo Rudolphi. ^to. Gottingae, *1780. p. 
3 2 * 

12* Diflertatio Inatiguralis de pleuritide. 
Audor z Gulielmo Broc. 4to. Nancy, 1781. 

13* Catalogue Syftematique des arbres &; 
arbulks etrangers, la plupart de l’Amerique 

' ‘ Septen- 
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Septentrionale, cultives dans lejardin Americain 
a la tcrre de Madame la Comtefie de Hohen- 
heim, & qui pafient l’hiver en plein champ, i. e , 
A fyftematic Catalogue of exotic trees and 
lhrubs, the greater part of them from North 
America, cultivated in the American garden be¬ 
longing to the Countefs of Hohenheim, and 
which pafs the winter in the open air. i6mo. 
Stutgard, 1780. 255 pages. 

This work contains a lift of 850 trees and 
fhrubs, arranged according to the Linnsean 
fyftem. The names are in Latin, French, and 
German. 

14. Ob'fervationum obftetriciarum de partu 
clunibus praeviis pera< 5 to decas. Au&ore Geor - 
gio Gulielmo Spangerberg . 4to. Gottingen, 
1781. 

15. Defcription, ufage et avantages de la ma¬ 
chine pour reduire les fra&ures des jambes, in- 
ventee par Dom. Alb. Pieropan de Vicence, i.e. 
Defcription, mode of application, and advan¬ 
tages of the machine invented for the redu&ion 
of fra&ured legs, by Father Alb. Pieropan of 
Vicenza. By M. Mongez jun. Member of fe- 
veral Academies, and Author of the Journal de 
Phyfique. 8vo. Paris, 1782. 22 pages, with 
a plate. 

7 •’ 
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This machine has been approved by the Col¬ 
lege of Health at Venice. Medals have been 
ftruck in honour of the inventor, and it is ufed 
in all the hofpitals in the Venetian territories. It 
confifts of two pieces of brafs reaching, on each 
fide of theTeg, from a band and cufhion which 
furround the thigh a little above the knee, and 
terminating in a lhoe. The brafs plates are fur- 
nifhed with a fcrew, by means of which they 
may be lengthened or fhortened. 

16. Pharmacopeia Pauperum, in ufum In- 
(lituti clinici Hamburgenfis, edita a focietate 
medica. 8vo. Hamburgh, 1781. p. 7j. 

This is a judicious compilation. The Inftitu- 
tion confifts of feven phyficians and five fur-, 
geons, who vifit the patients, and of five apo¬ 
thecaries who prepare the medicines gratis. 

17. Medicina Clinica, au&ore Christian Gottlieb. 
Selle^ M. D. 8vo. Berlin, 1781. p.566. 

18. Adla Societatis Jablonovianse varii argu¬ 
ment ab anno 1775 ad annum 1779. Tom. v, 
4to. Leipftc, 1781. p.296, with two copper, 
plates. 

The only medical papers in this colle&ion are, 
1. De lue bovina Sententia , auftore C. G. Barthio, 
JVL D. 2. Diflertatio de lue bovina, au&ore 
A. M. Birkholz, M. D. 3. Diflertatio de in* 

fluxu 
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fltixu lucis in vegetationem plantarum, au&ofe 
G. M. Ludwig.' 

19. Auferlefene Vollftoendige abhandlungen 
von der Colik von Poitou ; i. e . Seleft Difierta- 
tions on the Colic of Poitou, tranflated into 
German from the Latin of de Haen, Grafliuys, 
Tronchin, and Strack. By C. F. Schweder . 
8vo. Copenhagen, 1781. 378 pages. 

20. Difiertatio Inauguralis de T hermis Aquis 
Granenfibus earumque ufu falubri vel noxio. 
Au< 5 tore Johanne le Soinne. 4to. Duifbourg, 
1781. 

21. Notions Ekmentaires de Botanique, avec 
l’explication d’une carte compofee pour fervir 
aux cours publics de l’Academie de Dijon; 
i. e. Elements of Botany, with the explanation 
of a map compoled for the public lectures of the 
Academy of Dijon. 8vo. Dijon, 1781. 398 pages. 

This work, which is very judicioufly executed, 
is written by M. Durande, Phyfician and Pro- 
fellor of Botany at Dijon. The map exhibits 
the different fyftems, and is evidently the refult 
of much labour. 

2 2. Tratado teorico-pra&ico de Materia Medica 
interna y externa, que explica los medicamentos 
naturales o fimples, afi como las prasparaciones 
chimicas las mas ufuales, fus dofis, fu modo de 

obrar. 
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fcbrar, los cafos clonde convierien, y fus formulas* 
con un fupplemento a lo ultimo * i. e. A theo- 
fetico-pra&ical Treatiife on the Materia Medica 
both internal and external* with an account of 

s 

natural and Ample remedies, and of the mod 
ufual chemical preparations, their dofes* mode 
of operating, the cafes in which they are* indi¬ 
cated, and their formulae, with a fupplement to 
the latter* By Don Juan Ranee , M. D; 4to. 
Barcelona. 3 vols* 

23. Differtacion fobre el Sen de Efpana, prue- 
bafe come efpecificamente no es diftinto del 
Alexandrino u Oriental* y explicanie fus vir- 
tudes en la Medicina, fu cultivo, &c. a que fe 
annade la lamina de la planta * i. e. A Differta- 
tion on the Sena of Spain, proving it to be not 
fpecifically different from the Alexandrian or 
Oriental Sena; and explaining its medicinal 
virtues, the mode of Cultivating it, &c. to 
which is annexed an engraving of the plant. 
By'Don Salvador Soliva, M. D. 8vo. Madrid. 
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I. Hijloire de la Chirurgie , depuis fon origine juf- 
qu'a nos jours ; i. e. A Hiftory of Surgery , from 
its origin to the prefent time. By M. Peyrilhe, 
Regius Profejfor of Chemijlry in the College of Sur¬ 
gery at Paris , one of the Council of the Royal 
• Academy of Surgery , Doftor of' Phyfic in the 
Uhiverfity of P’oitloufe , Member of the Academy 
of Sciences, Infcriptions and Belles Lettres in that 
city , and of the Academy of Sciences at Mont- 
■ pellier. Vol. II. 4to. Paris, 1780. 838 pages. 


T HIS is a continuation of the Hiftory 
of Surgery begun by the late M. Du- 
jardin, and of which we gave an account 
in our laft number. The generality of continu¬ 
ations exhibit but a faint refemblance of the 
Vol. III. N° IV. Xx fpirit 
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fpirit and manner of the firft projectors. He 
, who engages to complete the undertaking of 
another, is generally led to it by fome accidental 
circumftance. His talents and inclination are 
rarely confulted, and a work to which the writer 

himfelf fits down with indifference, perhaps with 

✓ 

reluctance, can hardly be expected to excite 
much pleafure or fatisfaCtion in the reader. But 
thefe obfervations are by no means applicable to 
the prefent work. ' M. Peyrilhe has formed his 
ftyle, his arrangement and mode of reafoning lb 
exaftly on the model of his predeceflbr, that in 
reading his production we do not feem to mifs 
the original author. 

The volume begins with the fifth book, in 
which the author delineates the date of furgery 
from the reign of Auguftus to that of Marcus 
Aurelius, a period of nearly two centuries, which 
includes its progrefs from the time of Celfus to 
that of Galen. Speaking of the former of thefe, 
Celfus, M. Peyrilhe takes ocCafion, on the au¬ 
thority of M. Goulin, (Memcires Litteraires, 
p. 281, annee 1775) to correCt a pafiage ih 
Quintilian relative to that celebrated ancient. 
According to this correction, inftead of C. Celfus 
mediocre vir ingemo^ as the pafiage hath hitherto 

been 
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which he gives in a Latin tranflation. as he does 
almoft all his quotations from Greek writers: 

“ Nonnunquam integra vulva de fua fede egredi- 
“ tur, et mulieri feminibus infidet, incredidibilis 
“ calamitas. Sed neque infpe&abilis eft uterus 
“ ,.. plerumque fane hujus exitus mortem affert, 

“ accidit enim ex abortu, et magnis concuffioni- 
‘ c bus et violento partu. At ft non interficit,diu 
, hae vitam producunt, non viftbilia videntes, 

“ extra alentes uterum atque foventes.” De 
Sign, et Cauf. diut. lib. ii. cap. 2. The com¬ 
mentators on Aretaeus have uniformly fuppofed 
this pafiage to be applicable only to the prolapfus 
Uteri , but our author offers three reafons for 

• 1 

thinking that it alludes rather to the inverfion 
of thauorgan : 1 ft. It is fpoken of as a difeafe 

that moft commonly proves fatal. A prognoftic 
which the fimple prolapfus is but rarely obferved 
to merit •, 2dly. The caufes enumerated, fuch 
as abortion, concuffions, and violent delivery, 
are applicable to the inverted rather than to the 
prolapfed uterus; 3d!y. Aretaeus is filent with 
regard to the means of cure, which would hardly - 
Jiave been the cafe had he been fpeaking of a 
prolapfus, whereas in the inverted uterus there 
is little to be done except in the firft moments, 

* t 

and thefe were generally loft by the ignorance 

of 
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of the midwives, who in thofe days were the 
only perfons employed in delivery. This is the 
fiibftance of M. Peyrilhe’s arguments on this 
fubjeft. He fufpe< 5 ls likewife that it is to the 
feme diieafe, the inverfion of the uterus, that 
Gelfus alludes in the preface to his firft book, 
where he fpeaks of a new difeafe, or at lead of 
one with which the principal phyficians in Rome 
were unacquainted. His words are, “ Rarius, 
fed aliquando morbus quoque ipfe novus eft, 
quern non ineidere, manifefte falfum •, cum 
** aetate noftra quaedam, ex naturalibus partibus, 
came prolapfa et arente (fome of the fcholiafts 
“ read harente) intra paucas horas expiraverit; 
<f fic ut nobiliffimi“medici neque genus mali, 
“ neque remedium invenerint. Quos ideo nihil 
“ tentafie judico, quia nemo in fplendida per- 
<c fona periclitari conjettura fua voluerit *, ne 
(f occidifie, nili fervaflet, videretur.” 

It is in the following pafiage of Aretasus 
(de Cauf et Sign. Morb. diuturn. cap. xi.) that 
M. Peyrilhe thinks we may diftinguifli a defcrip- 
tion of the membrana decidua : “ Videtur autem 
nonnunquam duplicitas uteri, interius fuccin- 
“ gens tunica quando a contigua divellitur. 
“ Geminae namque membranse tantum funt 

f‘ differentes a tunica, hasc vero abfcedit, et 

- . „ 

' “ fluxione, 
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“ fiuxione, et abortu, et violento partu, quando 
« ipfa fecundis inhaerefcit. Nam cum ipfe vi 
“ extrahuntur, fimul et uteri tunica extrahitur : 
“ verum nifi pereat mulier, revertens eadem 
“ tunica utero ad amuflim conneftitur, aut 
“ paulum extra prominet: contegit autem femi- 
“ nibus mulier.” Our author is likewife of 
opinion, that Galen feems to allude to this fame 
membrane, when, in fpeaking of the changes 
produced in the uterus by fecundation, he fays, 
“ Qui vero humor matricis afperitates illinit, 
u toti fuperficiei internal fubtenfus, membrana 
^ tenuis efficitur” (de ufu part. lib. xxv. cap. 3.). 
M. Peyrilhe very candidly acknowledges, how* 
ever, that without a previous knowledge of the 
exigence of this membrane, it would perhaps 
be more difficult to perceive it in Aretasus than to 
difcover it in the dead body j and he is perfuaded 
that Dr. Hunter owes his knowledge of it folely 
to thofe fingular talents for obfervation and dif- 
covery which he has fo repeatedly and fuccefsfully 
difplayed in his anatomical refearches. “ But 
“ after all—adds our author—we ffiall perhaps 
never have a finer opportunity for remarking, 
“ after Galen, what an infinite number of things 
“ we overlook in the ancients for want of know* 
“ ing them beforehand.** 


The 
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the mention of Antigonus, who is fpoken of 
by Galen as a celebrated army phyfician, leads 
our author to inquire into the military medical 
eftablilhment of the ancients, concerning which 
only a few fcattered hints have been handed 
down to us by hiftorians, He thinks it probable 
that among the Romans each legion had its 
phyfician (medicus). He obferves that Vibius 
Rufus, phyfician to the fifth cohort, is known 
to us by an infcription, as-is likewife Ti. Claudius 
julianus, phyfician to the third; and that ano¬ 
ther infcription, found at Brixia in Lombardy, 
has perpetuated the memory of a third, phyfician 
to the fecond Italian legion* This laft is as 
follows: 

L. Cali. Arriani 

Medico Legionis ii. 

Italic. 

' I 

Qui Vixit Ann. xxxxvnr. 

Menses vii. 

Scribonia Fauftina 
Conjugi Cariffimo. 

There is likewife, we are told, ftill extant a 
letter written by the Emperor Antoninus to an 
army phyfician, conceived in thefe terms: “ Cum 
“ te medicum legionis fecund® adjutricis'ope 
“ dicas, munera civilia, quamdiu reipublicse 

“ caufa. 
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«« can fa, abfueris, fufcipere non cogeris. Cbm 
£ « autem abeffe defieris, poll finitam eo jure vaca- 
“ tionem, fi in eorurti numero es, qui ad bene- 
“ fieia medicis concefla pertinent, ea immunitate 
“ uteris.” (Cod. de Profef)'. et Medicis, litul 52.). 

M. Peyrilhe next proceeds to inquire whether 
thefe army phyficians had any fixed ftipend from 
the ftate, but on this head he has nothing certain 
to advance. If they had been paid by the pub¬ 
lic, he thinks they would hardly have required 
any reward from the individuals they aflifted; 
and yet that this was pra&ifed is very evident 
from what is related of the Emperor Aurelian, 
that he enjoined the army phyficians to give their 
afiiftance in future to the fick foldiers gratis. 
Flavius Vopifcus, who records this anecdote, 
has omitted to inform us whether the Emperor 
made at the lame time any fettled provifion for 
the phyficians. 

As we know but little concerning the effcablifh- 
ment of phyficians in the Roman armies, fo, 
according to our author, we are equally unable 
to determine whether they had any thing like 
our military hofpitals. Tacitus relates, that 
after the fall of the amphitheatre of Fidena, in 
the year 28, by which fifty thoufand perfons 
were either killed or dangeroufiy hurt, the latter 
Vol. III. N° 1 V. Yy were 
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were carried to the houfes of the great, and 
there provided with p'hyficians, and every thing 
neceffary for their recovery. In a word—con¬ 
tinues the hiftorian—-they followed on this occa- 
fion the example of the ancients, who, after great 
battles, were accuftomed to receive the wounded 
into their houfes, and fupport them by their care 
and bounty. The Spartans, according to Juftin, 
(lib. 28. cap. 4») made a fimilar arrangement for 
their troops, after their defeat at Sallafia; and a 
circumftanee of the fame nature is mentioned 
by Livy (die. 2. cap, 47.). iElius Lampridius 
relates of Alexander Severus, that after the man¬ 
ner of Caefar, Labienus, and many other Roman 
Generals, this Emperor ufed to vifit the fick fol- 
diers in their tents, and if their diforders became 
dangerous, dire&cd them to be placed in private 
families, where they might be taken proper care 
of at his expence. 

From the above and other paflages in the 
ancient hiftorians, our author thinks it appears 
clearly that the Romans had no military hofpitals, 
even under the Emperors, till the beginning of 
the CXIth century, and confequently that they 
had none during the time of the Republic. 
With regard to the valetudinarian or infirmaries 
mentioned by Columella, Seneca, and Tacitus, he 

fuppofes* 
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fuppofes, with Mercurialis, that thefe were only 
apartments in the houfes of perfons of fortune, 
deftined for the reception of their fick fiaves. 
The temple of Efculapius he confiders as the 
foie public edifice in Rome that was open to the 
public in cafes ofiicknefs, and this was intended 
only for the reception of thofe ftrangers who 
chanced to fall fick during thofe celebrated 
games, which drew half the inhabitants of Italy 
to the metropolis. As for the vo^oyuov (xeno- 
dochia , hofpitals) of the ancient Greeks, which 
were afterwards imitated by the Emperors when 
the feat of empire was transferred from Rome to 
Conftantinople, our author is of opinion that 
thefe were never intended for the fick. Their 
derivation was from £fi/o?, hofpes , and like the 
caravanferas of the prefent day in the JLaft, they 
were erected merely for the accommodation of 
travellers. The firft mention of a public infir* 
mary at Rome occurs, it feems, in one of St. 
Jerome’s letters, where he obferves that Fabiola, 
a Roman lady, who died about the year 400, 
diftinguifhed herfelf by this kind of charicy, and 
was the firft who eftablilhed an hofpital, or 
voaov-Quiiov.) for the reception of the fick, whom 
fhe collefted from the ftreets and fuccoured with 
her own hands. We fhall tranfcribe the whole 
s T y 2 of 
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of the paffage, which is as follows: <e Quir* 
potius omnem cenfum, quem habere poterat^ 

‘‘ (erat autem ampliflimus, et refpondcns generi 
‘‘ ejus) dilapidavit ac vendidit, ei in pecuniam 
‘‘ congregatum, ufibus pauperum prasparavit: 

“ et prima omnium voa-ov.oiJ.iiov inftituit, quo yegro- 
** tantes colligeret de plateis, et confumpta lan- 
“ goribus atque inedia miferorum membra fo- 
veret. Defcribam ego nunc diverfas hominum 
“ calamitates, truncas nares, effoffos oculos, fe- 
“ miuftos pedes, luridas manus, tumentes alvos, 
“ exile femur, crura turgentia, et de exefis, 
“ ac putridis carnibus vermiculos bullientes.” 

(Epijlol. lib. 3. epijl. 10.) It does not appear, 
however, that this inftitution was fupported after 
the death of its founder; and our author is of 
opinion, that public infirmaries were not per¬ 
manently eftablilhed in Rome before the time of 
the Crufades, in the twelfth century. He is 
willing, however, to allow a greater antiquity 
to the hofpital at Lyons, the firft foundation of 
which is aicribed to Queen Ultrogorha, wife of 
Childebert I. who died in 558. 

In examining the fragments of Philumenus, 
preferved by iEtius, M. Peyrilhe has obferved, 
that in defcribing the inflammation of the uterus, 
he points out the fymptoms that diftinguifh it 

f ro,i \ 
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from the retraction of the nterUs , a difeafe whicfy 
he had noticed elfewhere. This part of his 
writings, however, it feems is loft; but this 
defeCt our author thinks is fupplied by another 
fragment preferved by iEtiys, and afcribed to 
Alpafia. “ This vifcus—fays Afpafia, fpeaking 
pf the uterus— (JEtius , retr. iv. fer. 4. cap. 77.) - 
deviating from its natural pofition, may in- 
„ dine itfelf in feveral different directions. The 
“ exiftcnce and fpecies of mifplacement may be 
difcovered by the touch and the following figns, 
u If the uterus is mifplaced obliquely, its new 
?? fituation will be indicated by the diftenfion, 
pain, coldnefs, uneafinefs and numbnefs of the 
thigh adjacent: fometimes alfo this extremity 
“ waftes, and becomes incapable of fupporting 
or moving the reft of the body. If the uterus 
*S is thrown backwards or downwards, the diffi- 
“ culty, and fometimes the inability for motion, 

V feizes both thighs. In that cafe the pain is 
“ violent, the belly is bound, the patient is 
‘‘ unable to break wind, and clyfters can be 

V thrown up only when fhe is placed on her 
1 C hands and knees. The pains increafe when 
“ fhe fits, efpecially when the uterus is inclined 
? towards the anus. If the uterus inclines for- 

wards, towards the hypogaftrium, the belly, 

V. and 
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“ and pubis become diftended and painful, and 
fometimes the uririe is altogether fuppreffed. 

“ In whateyer direction the uterus is mif- 
placed, the firft remedies to be applied are 
“ thofe which are required in inflammation; 
“ but the cafe in which it is inclined downwards 
“ ‘towards the anus requires particular attention, 
<£ In the firft place the midwife muft introduce 
a finger at the anus, and endeavour to pufh 
<c back the uterus \ after which fhe muft intro- 
<e duce a peffary into the vagina to fupport it. 
f‘ If the retraction is oblique, the reduction may 
“ be effected by the vagina, where a finger in- 
« troddced by means of a fpeculum, will bring 
‘‘ back the neck of the uterus to its proper 
“ pofition: in the mean time, in order to favouF 
“ this effeCt, the patient muft be directed to lie 
either on her back, or on the fide oppofite tq 
5‘ that to which the uterus is inclined.” 

Our author makes no particular remark on 
this paffage, which he gives in a French tranfla- 
tion, but contents himfelf with referring his 
reader to the Medical Obfervations and Inquiries, 
where they may compare it with the defeription 
given of the retroverted uterus. We have done 
this, but without feeling our obligations to Dr. 

Hunter 
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Hunter on this head at all diminilhed By thtf 
comparifon. 

Returning to the fragments of Philumenus, 
M. Peyrilhe obferves, that he feems to have been 
the firft who in midwifery pra&ifed turning and 
delivering the child by the feet, a difcovery which 
a modern writer ( LeRoy , pratique dcs accouchemens) 
has improperly afcribed to Mofchion. 

In the fixth book, which fills the remainder 
of the volume, our author defcribes the (late of 
furgery from Galen to Paulus iEgineta, that is, s 
from the reign of Marcus Aurelius to the taking 
of Alexandria by the Saracens. During this 
long period of nearly five centuries, the art, he 
obferves, made no very confiderajple progrefs." 

“ Theory founded on the philofophy of the 
** times; divifions and definitions, equally ne- 
“ cefiary for the acquifition as for the tranfmifiion 
“ of knowledge; more precifion and method; 

“ a confiderable number of operative procefles 
<c improved ; fome modes of treatment newly 
“ invented; the formula of medicines, rather 
“ than the medicines themfelves, multiplied 
<{ even to profufion; thefe are all that the reader 
<£ muft expeft, or at lead all that can be col- 
letted from thewritings of this period.” Poor 
however—adds our author—as it is in invention, 

it 
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Jt is not one of the lead interefting to the hifto- 
rian. It was to the writers of thofe ages, Galen; 
Oribafius, iEtius, and Paulus Aigineta, that the 
Arabians owed the little they knew of good 
furgery; and at the revival of letters, the Arabian 
furgery ferved as a clue to the fources from which 
it had been drawn. 

From feveral paffages in Galen, our author is 
led to fuppofe that he did not, as the generality 
of writers have imagined, derive his knowledge 
of anatomy ^altogether from brutes. M.Peyrilhe 
obferves, that Seneca fpeaks of the difleclion of 
human bodies as a thing praftifed in his time; 
and that Galen more than once points out the 
difference of ftrutture in the brute and human 
anatomy, a circumftance which our author con- 
fiders as a proof that he was equally well ac¬ 
quainted with both. Among other marks of 
his fuperior knowledge in anatomy, that paffage 
(de fymptom. caufis , lib. i.) is quoted in which 
Galen tells us, that when the fifth vertebra is 
affe&ed the hands become paralytic* 
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ii. Memoirs of the Royal Medical Society at Paris . 

(Continued from page 293.) 

TNQU'IRIES concerning St. Anthony's Fire. 

By Meflieurs de Juflleu, Paulet, Saillant, 
and Abbe Teffier. This hiftorical inquiry is 
intended to prove, among other things, that the 
pejlis inguinalis , maldes ardens of Guy de Chauliac 
and other French writers, is different from St. 
Anthony’s fire (feu Saint Antoine), of which 
there appears to be no clear, diftindt account in 
any of the old writers, and which feems to be 
of two fpecies that have led to the diltindtions of 
gangraria fcca and humida. The former is faid 
to be generally the effedt of fmutty rye ufed as 
food. The methods of treatment are given from 

the belt writers.-15. Inquiries relative to an 

Epidemic Convulfion , attributed by fome writers to 
fmutty rye , and confounded with the dry gangrene. 
By M. Saillant. The dry gangrene is charac¬ 
terized by the mortification of one or all of the 
extremities. The veffels become obliterated, 
the flefh black and hard, and the gangrene pene¬ 
trates to the bones. But in the epidemic convul¬ 
fion there is no gangrene. Violent Convulfions 
conftitute the elfential character of the difeafe. 
Both, however, have been attributed to the fame 
Vol. III. N° IV. Zz - caufc. 
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caufe, viz. fmutty rye. The firft: mention of 
the epidemic convulfion was in 1597, when it 
appeared in Weftphalia. The medical faculty 
of Marbourg publifhed a treatife on it, in which • 
they confidered it as the effedt of bad diet. 

In 1661 it appeared in England, and is fpoken 
of by Willis (de Morfc Convulf. cay. 8.) who 
afcribes it to the conftitution of the air, and 
fuppofes its proximate caufe to be an impoveriflv- 
ment of the nervous fluid. It has fince prevailed 
at different periods in Saxony, Germany, Alface, 
and other northern parts of Europe j and was 
obferved in Sweden in 1746 and 1747. It was 
there obferved that much raybamftrum or bajlard 
radijh grew among the barley in thofe years; 
and Linnasus having fed fome birds with it, and 
finding that they died convulfed, gave the difeafe 
the name of rapbania. Several writers have 
fuppofed that the dry gangrene and the convul- 
fions are only different fymptoms of the fame 
difeafe, which have appeared together or feparate 
according to time and other circumflances. 
The author of thefe inquiries queries whether 
the fame caufe which in-- cold climates produces ^ 
convulfions, may not in warmer ones excite 
gangrene ? He promifes to continue his inqui¬ 
ries on this fubjefl, by feeding different animals 

with-* 
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with raphanijlrum , and to inform us of the refult. 
———i 6. An account of the Remedies mojt neceffary 
for Sheep. By M. Daubenton. Sheep, the 
author obferves, refrft all the variations of the 
French climate except great heat, and hence 
they are fubjett to what is called maladie de la 
chaleur. In cafes of this fort, the animal opens 
his mouth to get air, foams, bleeds at the note, 
breathes Ihort and quick, the globe of the eye 
becomes red, the animal hangs down his head, 
totters, and foon falls dead. If the body is 
examined after death, all the blood veflels, efpe- 
.cially thofe of the head, are found diftended. 
The remedy for this difeafe is bleeding. Another 
difeafe to which ftieep are particularly liable, is 
the fly. The moft favourable circumftances of 
pafturage, care, t See. are not fufficient, wp are 
told, to exempt them from it. In general it 
requires only a topical application, and the bell 
for this purpofe is a mixture of fuet and oil of 
turpentine. M. Daubenton recommends the 
bleeding fheep in die lower part of the cheek, 
clofe to the root of the fourth grinder. This 
fpot may be afeertained by a tubercle on the 
external furface of the upper jaw, which may be 
eafily felt by the finger on the furface of the fkin. 
The angular vein pafies immediately under this 

Z z z tubercle. 
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tubercle. An engraving is added on this fubjedt. 
— 17. Memoir relative to the contagious diforder - 
among the Horned Cattle in Holland. By M. 
Camper. It appears from this paper, that of 
the animals that have had this difeafe in the 
natural way two thirds have perifhed,- whereas 
by inoculating calves the lofs has not exceeded 
two or three in a hundred. They are inoculated 
before they are four months old, and the fymp- 
toms are faid to be very flight. Our author 
advifes a repetition of the operation, that we 
jnay be fure the difeafe has taken place, beraufe, 
for want of this precaution, fome have had it 
and died after having been thought feeure. He 
has inoculated different animals with the matter 
of the fmall-pox, but without any effedk— 
16. Remarks on the Cattle of Sologne. By Abbe 

Teffler.--17. Experiments on fenfihility , refpirap 

tion , and the anatomy of the Uterus , in the females 
of Quadrupeds. -By M. Vicq D’Azyr. In the 
diforder that prevailed among the horned cattle - 
in different provinces of France, it having been 
judged neceflary to facriflce a great number, our 
author took this opportunity Of making a variety 
of experiments on fenfibility in general; on the 
fenfibility of membranes and tendons; on the 
irritability of the iris; on the intercoftal mufcje§; 

' ,. on 
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on the bronchi of the foetus; on the periftaltle 
motion of the inteftines; and on the uterus of 
cows.——18. Memoir on the Regeneration of Bones. 
By M. Troja. In a work entitled de Novorum 
OJJium regeneration experimental our author gave 
gn account of a mode of producing the regenera¬ 
tion of long bones by deftroying their marrow. 
As the greater number of his experiments on 
this fubjedb were made upon pigeons, and only a 
few upon dogs, at the requeft of M. Duhamci 
he made a greater number upon quadrupeds. 
Thefe experiments are related in the paper before 
us, and prove, that by deftroying the marrow 
of a cylindrical bone, a new bony cylinder will 
be produced, either entire or partial, according 
as the whole or only a part of the marrow is 
removed, and which will correfpond with that 

part of the marrow which is deftroyed.-- 

19. Reflections on the beft manner of withdrawing 
M' Me jean's probe through th$ noflrils in the opera¬ 
tion for a flflula lachrymalis f By M. VicqD’Azyr. 
In 1712 M. Anel invented a method of curing 
the fiftula lachrymalis, by introducing very (len¬ 
der probes through the pun&a lachrymalia into 
the fac, and inje&ing a fluid through the latter 
jnto the nofe by means of a ftnall fyringe. Since 
fys time, M, Mejean, of Montpellier, has im¬ 
proved 
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proved this pra&ice, by ufing probes which are 
perforated like a needle, and are long enough to 
pxtend from the upper punttum to the nofe. 
By means of thefe, he introduces a bougie into 
the lachrymal-du<ft. The difficulty in this operas 
tion lies in withdrawing the probe from the nofe, 
With a view to obviate this inconvenience, the 
ingenious author of the paper before us recom¬ 
mends an inftrument made of filver, rounded at 
its extremity, and having a groove extending 
through its whole length like a director, in which 
there are feveral holes large enough to admit the 
end of the probe. This inftrument is to be in¬ 
troduced into the nofe in fearch of the probe, 
which is to be moved gently upwards and down¬ 
wards till its extremity gets into one of the holes, 
and then it is to be withdrawn.——20. An account 
tf a Method cf improving the Preparation and Ufa 

X vf Emetic Tartar. By M. de Laflone.-Our 

author prefers the mode of preparing this medi¬ 
cine recommended by Macquer in his chemical 
dictionary 5 but there is an obje&ion, he fays, to 
this as well as to every other, which is, that when 
diflfolved in a very diluted aqueous vehicle, part 
of the medicine is conftantly precipitated, and 
adheres to the fides of the phial. Asf this is 
owing to its not being fufficiently foluble, he 
. ^ recorrv? 
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Recommends the mixing equal quantities of 
emetic tartar and pure fal ammoniac, and after 
rubbing them together in a mortar, adding 3 
fmall quantity, three parts or lefs, of diftilled 
water. By this fimple method, we are told, the 
two falts unite, and are completely diffolved. 

- A cafe of obftinate double tertian is related, in 
which fmall dofes of emetic tartar were given for 
feveral weeks as an alterative with a good effefb. 
—21. An EJfay on Acid Soaps, and on the ad* 
vantages that may be derived from them in the ^ 
practice of Phyfic. By M. Macquer. The name 
of foap is now pretty generally applied to arry 
combination of oil with a faline fubftance, by 
which the oil is rendered foluble either in water 
or lpirit of wine.* If this definition is adopted, 
the number of foaps that may be made will be 
almoft infinite. Hitherto, however, hardly any 
other than the alkaline foaps have been muchr 
known. It is only fince the Academy of Dijon 
announced this as a fubjeft for a prize, that the 
attention of chemifts has- been directed to it, ; 

M. Achard’s was one of the firft and moft in- 
terefting publications on this matter. In uniting 
the acid of vitriol and oil, that writer recommends 
the acid to be concentrated, and the oil boiling 
hot, by which means the lbap is black. To avoid 
4 - . this* 
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this, our author advifes the oil to be cold, and 
the acid diluted with a fufficient quantity-of water,- 
to prevent the mixture from becoming hot. 

By this method he thinks we may be able to x 
procure a foap as white as the alkaline. The 
obfervations on its medicinal ules tire merely 
fpeculative.—22. An E/ay on the Waters of 
La Prejie in Roujftllon . By M. Bonifos, Thefe 
waters, which are fituated two leagues from Prali 
de Molo, and twelve from Perpignan, are faid 
to be fimilar and no way inferior to thole of 
Bareges and Bagneres. There are three fprings 
there of different temperatures. In one, de 
Reaumur’s thermometer pointed to 381-, in ano¬ 
ther to 36, and in thethird to 25 degrees. 

23. Obfervations on the Analyfis of Opium . By 
M. Bucquet. This writer’s experiments confirm 
the accounts of Neuman, Cartheufer, and Baume 
with regard to the principles of opium. His 
tiiethod of procuring the extrad is very fimple; 
After grofsly powdering the opium in a marble 
mortar, he pours cold water on it very gradually* 
and by gentle trituration promotes a folution. 
When the water is well tinged, he decants it 
and adds frelh, repeating this operation till the 
water comes away colourlefs, which it does when 
the opium has loft about half of its weight* 
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The liquor is then to be evaporated to the con- 
fiftence of an extract. The fubftance that re¬ 
mains in the mortar is a loft refinous matter, 
which preferves the pungent fmell of opium, and 
may be almofl wholly difiolved by fpirit of wine. 

•-24. Analyfis of the Mineral IVtiers of Fcnte- 

nelles , Broiffardiere , Reaumur , Boijfe , and Ramie, 

all in Lower Poitou. By M. Gallot.-25. Ob- 

fervalions cn Smutty Rye, by AbbeTeflier. This 
is the clavus fecalinus, fecalis mater of Thalius, 
Ray, and others. Thefe fmutty grains abound 
more in fome years than others. They have 
been obferved in other plants as well as rye. 
Sologne is the part of France in which they are 
mod prevalent. There are two reafons afligned 
for this by our author; one is, that rye is more 
cultivated in that than in any other province, 
and the other, that the foil, which is in general 
wet, feems particularly calculated to produce 
them.-^-26. An account of a particular order of 

% 

Mufhrooms, which may be called bulbous. By 
M. Paulet. All the mufhrooms ot this genus, 
according to our author, are of an unwholefome 
nature. Sometimes, he obferves, their effects 
are confined to the primer vice, and they excite 
only colic and diarrhoea; but in general they 
produce more alarming and dangerous fymp- 
Vol. III. N° IV. A a a toms. 
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toms, which are preceded by languor and anxiety. 
He divides them into two fpecies o f fungi fpecioji 
and fungi mufcarii . A minute defcription, with 

engravings, is given of each fpecies.-27. Two 

Memoirs on Medical Elefiricity. By M. Mauduyt. 

. --*The volume clofes with a Differtation on 
the circumjlances in Exanthematous Fevers , in which 
a cool regimen is preferable to a hot one. This 
judicious performance obtained the premium 
offered by the Society in 1776, and is written 
by M. Jaubert, phyfician at Aix. The author 
very properly confiders the miliary eruption as 
an accidental fymptom, the offspring of a hot 
regimen. He criticifes a modern French writer, 
who afferts that a patient may have the fmall-pox 
without any eruption. Without this criterion, 
he afks, how can we fay that the patient had the 
variolous fever ? He obferves that the virus of 
the fmall-pox attacks the tela cellulofa , while that 
of the mealies particularly affedts the membranes. 
The former, he adds, excites phlegmonic and 
the latter a fort of eryfipelatous inflammation, 
which proves that each of thefe difeafes has its 
peculiar modification dependent on its virus. 
Acidulated drink, he remarks, is lefs proper in 
mealies than in the fmall-pox * and cold air, 
which is fo necelfary in the latter, may be dan¬ 
gerous 
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gerous in the former difeafe. The fecondary 
fever of the meafles is inflammatory, while that 
of the fmall-pox is of a putrid nature. The 
whole of the difiertation is worthy of attention. 


III. Georgii Prochafka, M. D. Anatom, et de 
Morb. Oculor. Profefibris, &c. Annotationum 
Academicarum Fafciculi I. et II. 4to. Prague, 
1780 and 1781. 

rp H E firft of thefe colle&ions is divided 
I into two fe&ions. In the firft-fe&ion the 
author prefents us with feveral ingenious obfer- 
vations relative to the decreafe of the teeth in 
the human body. 

He finds that the incifores, particularly the 
two middlemoft, are the firft that experience a 
diminution, becaufe they are naturally fliarper 
than the other two, and this diminution, we are 
told, gradually becomes fo confiderable, that in 
elderly people two thirds of thefe teeth are worn 
away. The inner cavity of the teeth is obliterated 
in proportion as this diminution takes place, 
being gradually filled up by the bony fubftance. 

Our author has obferved, that at the age of 
twenty years the canine teeth in the generality of 

A a a a fubjefts 
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fubjedts are fo much worn down, that the nucleus 
of their bony fubftance is diftinguifhable. The 
mol ares, we are told, refill a longer time. 

Thefe remarks lead him to afk, whether the 
teeth may not ferve to determine the age of the 
human fpecies as well as of horfes ? He is for 
the affirmative, but allows that a multitude of 
eircumftances may render our knowledge on this 
head very doubtful. 

He next inquires into the ufe of the enamel* 

/ 

and this he thinks is not yet fatisfadlorily afcer- 
tained. He rejects the opinion, that the teeth 
are conftantly growing. 

The fecond fafciculus contains five feftions. 
In the firft we have an account of a biliary cal¬ 
culus voided by ftool. The patient, a woman 
forty years old, after having been long fubjecl 
to cardialgia, which was generally relieved by 
•vomiting, one day felt as if fomething was de¬ 
tached from the pit of her ftomach. _ From that 
inftant the cardialgia left her, and inftead of it 
ffie complained of pain in the left hypochon- 
drium. She continued to be fubjedt to this pain* 
to jaundice, and a variety of other troublefome 
fymptoms, for the fpace of about three years *, 
at the end of which time the pain fuddenly left 
. • . - her* 
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her, and foon after Ihe voided this gallftone, and 
recovered her health perfectly. 

Our author fufpetts, that the greater or lefs 
facility with which thefe biliary concretions dif- 
folve by heat, depends on the quantity of fixed 
air they contain. 

In the fecond feflion we have an account of 
two cafes, both of which terminated fatally. 
The fubjedt of one of thefe was a woman, about 
fifty years old, who laboured under all the fymp- 
toms of a fchirrous uterus. After death he 
found the pelvis filled with fchirrous tumours, 
which pufhed the urinary bladder towards the 
pubis, in the fame manner as the uterus does 
during pregnancy. The ileon was found ad¬ 
hering to the fundus uteri. The whole of the 
fight Fallopian tube was fchirrous ; the left was 
in a healthy ftate, but the inner furface of the 
uterus was ulcerated. The uterus was confi- 
derably diftended, and the bladder at its pofterior 
furface fchirrous.. 

The fubjeft of the fecond cafe was a woman, 
thirty years old, who for fome time had been 
affiided with fcrophulous tumours of the neck, 
obftinate eruptions in the face, head-ach, profufe 
fluor albus, and frequent uterine haemorrhage. 

On 
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bn diffe&ion the iliac lymphatic glands were 
found enlarged to the fize of a fift. 

In the third feftion the author fpeaks of a 
tumour in the right hypochondrium, which oc¬ 
curred in a woman twenty-five years of age, and 
was at firft confidered as a difeafe of the right 
ovarium. She had laboured under it about 
fifteen weeks when he firft faw it, and its bulk 
was then equal to that of two fifts. Recourfe 
was had to the frequent repetition of mild purges, 
and externally to the ufe of undtuous applications, 
and in about three months the tumour fubfided. 
From its mode of termination, our author fup- 
poles it to have been occafioned by a colle&ion 
of fasces in the coecum. 

The fourth fettion contains defcriptions of 
four monfters; and in the fifth and laft the 
author offers fome obfervations on the different 
fyftems of generation. 


IV. Joann. Gottlieb Walter, M. D. Anatom. 
Profeff. &c. Be Bijfeftione Synchondrofeos 
OJfium Pubis in partu difficili . 4to. Berlin, 
1782. p. 32, cum figura. 


T HIS ingenious profeffor is the firft writer 
on the Continent who has ventured to dif- 

pute' 


S 
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pute the utility and propriety of the fedlion of 
the fymphyfis pubis, in cafes of narrow pelvis. 
Hitherto we have read only of the eafe and fuc- 
cefs with which it has been performed in different 
countries, but now that the novelty of the thing 
is in fome meafure fubfided, and praflitioners 
begin to confider it more coolly and candidly, 
we may hope to fee the fubjeft impartially dif- 
cuffed. If in this country we have been lefs 
fanguine than the reft of Europe in our ideas on 
this point, we owe our caution and moderation 
in a great meafure to Dr. Hunter, who very 
early pointed put the difficulties, dangers, and 
difad wantages which might be objected to the ope¬ 
ration, and put us upon our guard againfl: them. 

The author of the work before us derives the 
" greater part of his arguments from anatomy. 
He obferves, that the union of the offa pubis is 
not (as fome have afferted) effected by means 
of a common cartilage and an annular ligament, 
but that each of thefe two bones has its proper 
cartilage, and that the jundlion is by means of 
an intermediate ligament. If the fedlion is per¬ 
formed, the middle of the fymphyfis, he tells us, 
muft be accurately fixed on, to avoid wounding 
the cartilages, the cure of which might be very 
^ v tedious, and attended with many inconveniencies. 

He 
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He is perfuaded, likewife, that even if the 
intermediate ligament only were to be divided, 
the cure, as in other wounds of the ligaments, 
would be very difficult. 

He controverts the opinion, that the ligaments 
are moiftened and relaxed by an affiux of humours 
towards the pelvis, in the advanced ftage of preg¬ 
nancy. He afierts, that he has difiedted more 
than an hundred women, who died a little before 
or foon after delivery, and never yet found that 
change in the confidence of the cartilages and 
ligaments, which the advocates for the fedtion 
fo uniformly mention. 

He is convinced that in cafes of narrow pelvis, 
the fpace gained by flitting the fymphyfis pubis 
will not be fufficient to allow a large head to pafs. 
In fuch inflances, therefore, he gives the pre¬ 
ference to the Caefarean operation, which he ad- 
vifes to be performed at the linea alba. 

In the courfe of his work, Dr. Walter takes 
occafion to defcribe a male pelvis, of which an 
engraving is given, iivwhich the ofia pubis were 
two inches and a half diftant from each other, 
and held together only by means of the tranfverle 
ligament, altho’ the facro-iliac ligaments were'in 
a natural date. 

’ : ' V. 
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V. Obfervations fur une Maladie d’Os, conniie fous 
le nom de Necrofe. i. e. Obfervations on a 
Bifeafe of the Bones , known by the name of 
Necrofs. By M. David, M. D. Regius Pro - 
fejfor of Anatomy and Surgery , Member of the 
Academy of Sciences , and -principal Surgeon to the 
Hotel Bieit at Rouen . 8vo. Paris, 1782. 
18 pages. 

M BRUNj Surgeon at Touloufe, in a 
• piece entitled 4 Memoire pour les pauvres 
* malades de 1 'Hotel Bieu de ‘Touloufe it Teems, 
has controverted the opinion that a new bony 
cylinder may be formed round an old bone. 
Heafierts that no cafe of this fort is to be met 
with either in Ruyfch or Scultetus; and after 
giving it as his opinion that what has been con- 

fidered as a new bone* is nothing more than a 

% 

general cxoftofis of the old one, accompanied 
with internal caries, he condemns the operation 
pra&ifed in fuch cafes by M. David, as cruel, 
dangerous, and ufelefs. The pamphlet before 
us contains M. David’s reply to this, cenfure. 

- He begins with appealing to the teftimony 
of Meffieurs Duhamel, Bordenave, and Troja. 
Thefe gentlemen, we are told, have not only 
feen a variety of inftances where a long bone has 
Vol. III. N° IV. B b b been 
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been found loofe and inclofed in a bony cafe, but 
have even fucceeded in producing this phenome¬ 
non in a living animal at pleafure *. We may 
add from our own knowledge, that fpecimens 
of the difeafe in queftion are not unfrequent in 
anatomical collections^ 

M. David obferves, that in feveral cafes he 
has extracted confiderable portions of bone, 
which formed complete cylinders of the humerus, 
cubitus, tibia, and even femur. Some of thefe 
were an inch and a half thick, and had a number 
of fiftukms openings, feveral inches diftant from 
each other. 

This difeafe, which at firft fight appears fo 
extraordinary, is truly a difeafe of the periofteum, 
and has Sometimes been brought on by a violent 
blow, and even merely by fleeping on damp 
ground. If this membrane is contufed, or irri¬ 
tated either by external means or by an acrid 
humour, fo as to occafion a fuppuration, it will 
be gradually feparated from the bone, and the 
matter by degrees making its way through the 
periofteum to the cellular membrane, the bone, 
to a certain extent, will become a dead fubftance* 
But during all this time the periofteum continue 



* See page 357. 
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ing to receive the oftific juices, a new bone is 
gradually formed, and the openings in the peri- 
ofteum become fo many bony fiftulas. 

Sometimes, we are told, the pus, inftead of 
making itfelf little vents through the periofteum, 
deftroys this membrane in form of a rent, (en 
forme de dechirure) and then, as in the cales 
deferibed by Ruyfch and Scultetus, the integu¬ 
ments are fooner affeCted and diftended, and 
when the abfeefs is opened, a loofe bone may be 
felt within a new bony production. This is faid 
to happen molt frequently in the tibia, where it 
is covered only by integuments. 

M. David tells us, he is now able to produce 
upwards of fifteen inftances of this difeafe that 
have occurred in his own practice. The molt 
recent and the molt fingular of thefe happened 
in November 1781. In this cafe there was a 
portion of the os femoris, feven inches in lengthy 
completely fiirrounded by a new bony cylinder, 
ei^ht tenths of an inch thick, and almoft as hard 
as the original bone. Two fiftulous openings, 
one of them a little below the great trochanter, 
the other at the lower and outer part of the thigh, 
concurred, with the increafed bulk of the thigh, 
to copvipce our author of the nature of the 

£ b k Z difeafe. 
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difeafe. Thefe figns, he adds, have never* de¬ 
ceived him. 

It is perhaps hardly poffible for the art of 
furgery to produce any thing more {hiking than 
the operation he performed in this cafe. He 
began with removing integuments, fafcia lata, 
and mufclcs, in a fpace of about ten inches iq 
length, and four or five in breadth, fo as to lay 
bare this new bony mafs, and to be able with a 
chifel, gouge, and mallet, to make an opening 
in it fufficient to extraft the dead bone. This 
pperation, he a flu res us, was followed by no 
alarming fymptom. All the other cafes, he adds, 
have fucceeded equally well, and he now does 
not even find it necellary to confine the patient 
to a very low regimen. 


yI. Seleft Cafes of the Diforder commonly termed the 
Paralyfts of the Lower Extremities. By John 
Jebb, M. D. F. R. S. 8vo. Stockdale, 
London , 1782. 74 pages, is, 

T HESE cafes, which are fifteen in number, 
being related with great accuracy, may 
be confidered as a valuable fupplement to the 
treatife lately publiflied on the fame fubjefl by 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pott. The greater number of them, it feems, 
occurred in St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, under 
the immediate management of that -gentleman, 
and the relation of them will certainly tend to 
confirm his theory, and explain the reafons of 
his practice. In his hiftory of each .cafe, our 
author has very properly confined himfelf folely 
to evident fymptoms and the patient’s narrative; 
being fully fatisfied, that to ddcribe diforders 
according to the forms in which they really 
evidence themfelves to the fenfes, with a careful 
attention to the patient’s feelings, is the moft 
likely method of acquiring a knowledge of their 
caufes and cure. 

As it would be impoflible to do juftice to thele 
cafes in an abridged view of them, we (hall con¬ 
tent ourfelves with giving the following general 
conclufions, which have been fuggefted to the 
ingenious author by thole now publifhed, and 
above twice the number of others to which he 
has carefully attended : 

“ i. That the cauftics, which were indifcri- 
‘ l minately applied in every ftage of the difeafe, 
“ were the efficient means of cure in a majority 
** of the cafes, and that they generally fucceeded 
1* when the cafe could with propriety be termed 
g a fair one, 

2. That 
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** 2. That in the remainder, with one or two 
“ exceptions, they produced an evident effect 
“ in reftoring lenfibjlity and fome degree of 

motion. 

<£ 3. That in the unfuccefsful cafes, the pa- 
c< tients died exhausted by hedtic fever, and the 
f e genuine effedts of the djftemper, and did not 
c< appear to be prejudiced, in the remoteft degree, 
“ by the application of the cauftics.” 

In two or three inftances our author has ob- 
ferved the upper cervical vertebrae affedted. In 
one of thefe a colledHon of matter was found in 
the vicinity of the fecond vertebra. The un¬ 
happy fufferer, upon every motion of his head, 
felt a pain defcend in the courfe of the fpinal 
marrow, with general numbnefs, and fometimes 
pricking pains at the extremities of his toes and 
fingers. 

From reftedting upon cafes of lumbar abfcefs, 
Pr. Jebb has been led to conclude, that, in thefe 
inftances of the diftempered fpine, where a prq- 
tuberance, evidencing a mechanical derangement 
of the parts, is connected with the paralyfis of 
the lower extremities, the purulent matter, gene¬ 
rated while the caries is advancing, is prevented 
frpm efcaping d<^wnwards by the thick, ligamen¬ 
tous fubftance, that covers the bodies of the 

vertebra;. 
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vertebras, and that this fluid thus detained aflifta 
in the further corrofion of thofe parts. In other 
cafes, he obferves, it may be fuppofed, that the 
matter formed by ulceration either originated 
on the outfide of the ligamentous covering of 
the fpine, or elfe burfts from its confinement 
within that aponeuretic expanfion, and making 
its way in the courfe of the pfoas mufcles, pro¬ 
duces that peculiar form of the diforder, to which 
the name of lumbar abfcefs is afiigned. In fuch 
circumflances—he afks—would it not be reafop- 
able to open an outlet for the collected fluid, as 
foon as the fluctuating tumour in the groin, and 
other fymptoms, fhall afcertain the nature of the 
complaint, by means of a cauftic applied to the 
mod depending part i and at the fame time to 
form large iflfues on each fide of the fpinous 
procefles of the firfl: or iecond vertebra of th$ 
loins ? 

Dr. Jebb is perfuaded, that if all the cafes of 
a diftempered fpine, which have occurred during 
thelafl: five years at St.'Bartholomew’s hofpital, 
were faithfully and circumftantially reported, 
great advantage would be derived to medical 
knowledge, and the mode of treatment, recom* 
mended by Mr. Pott, be {till more evidently 
demonftrated. In another part of his pamphlet 

he 
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he defcribes the utility which would accrue td 
ftudentS in phyfic, were the phyficians of ouf 
hofpitals to point out to them fuch particular 
cafes as feemed moft likely to afford opportuni¬ 
ties of improvement, and to draw up regular 
and well-digefted hiftories of fuch cafes as might 
appear moft deferving of attention, and infert 
them, properly authenticated, with an account; 
where it could be procured, of the appearances 
on diffe&ion, ih the books of the hofpital; 
Such hiftories and details—he emphatically re¬ 
marks — u would be attended with public as 
“ well as private advantage; they would be 
“ analogous to the reports and year books of our 
* 4 lawyers—to the recorded obfervations of the 
4t appearances in the heavens—and might be 
tc reforted to as authorities, and as evidences of 
‘‘ Nature’s powers, and of Nature’s laws.’* 

In an appendix the author relates a cafe of 
catalepfy. The patient was a young lady. Who 
had laboured under the diforder for nine months. 
It was accompanied with a variety of hyfterical 
fymptoms, and was evidently exafperated at the 
approach of the catamenia, which were conftantly 
ip refen t at the regular period. When he firft 
faw her, fhe was feized with the diforder as loon 
as his arrival was announced. “ She was em* 

“ ployed 
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« ployed—fays he—in netting, and was pafling 
“ the needle through the mefh *, in which pofition 
« (he immediately became rigid, exhibiting, in 
« a very pleafing form, a figure of death-like 
“ fieep, beyond the power of art to imitate, or 
« the imagination to conceive. Her forehead 
« was ferene, her features perfectly compofed. 
« The palenefs of her colour, her breathing at 
« a diftance being alfo fcarce perceptible, ope- 
“ rated in rendering the fimilitude to marble 
“ more exa<5t and ftriking. The pofition of her 
« fingers, hands, and arms, was altered with 
difficulty •, but preferved every form of flexure 
« they acquired: nor were the mufcles of the 
“ neck exempted from this law; her head 
maintaining every fituation, in which the hand 
could place it, as firmly as her limbs. 

“ Upon gently raifing the eyelids, they imme- 
« diately clofed, with a degree of fpafm. The 
« iris contracted upon the approach of a candle, 
“ as in a ftate of vigilance ; the eye-ball itfelf 
« was flightlv agitated with a tremulous motion, 
not difcernibie when the eye-lid had defcended. 
“ About half an hour after my arrival, the 
«« rigidity in her limbs and ftatue-like appearance 
“ being yet unaltered, ffie fung three plaintive 
« fongs, in a tone of voice fo elegantly expreffive, 

Vol. III. N° IV. Ccc *« and 



[ 37 8 3 

44 and with fuch affe&ing modulation, as evi- 
44 dently pointed out how much the moft power- 
44 ful paflion of the mind was concerned in the 
44 production of her diforder, as indeed her hif- 
44 tory confirmed. In a fevy minutes afterwards 
44 fhe fighed deeply, and the fpafm in her limbs 
44 . was immediately relaxed. She complained 
44 that fhe could not open her eyes, her hands 
44 grew cold, a general tremor followed j but in 
44 a few feconds recovering intirely her recollec- 
44 tion and powers of motion, fhe entered into 
44 a detail of her fymptoms, and the hi dory of 

44 her complaints.After fhe had dif- 

44 courfed for fome time with apparent calmnefs, 
44 the univerfal fpafm fuddenly returned. Her 
44 features now aflumed a different form,-de- 
44 noting a mind ffrongly impreffed with anxiety 
44 and apprehenfion. At times fhe uttered fhort 
44 and vehement exclamations, in a piercing tone 
44 of voice, expreffive of the paffions that agitated 
44 her mind; her hands being ffrongly locked in 
44 each other, and all her mufcles, thofe fubfer- 
44 vient to fpeech excepted, being affected with 
44 the fame rigidity as before.** 

She had no recollection whatever of what 
palled in the fits, which returned once or twice 
a day, fometimes more frequently. Various 

remedies 
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remedies were tried without much advance, but 
at length a plafter of opium and camphor, ap¬ 
plied to the pit of the ftomach, was found to 
have a good effeft. 

Obferving the utility of this application, and 
reflefting upon the many tokens of debility which 
her ftomach exhibited, our author s attention 
was directed to the (lengthening of that organ, 
and notwithftanding the difcouraging circum- 
ftances that had formerly attended the exhibition 
of the bark, determined to make another tiial 
of its power. 

He chofe the following form of preparation, 
which Dr. Whytt had -found to be particularly 
ferviceable in hyfterical complaints. 

Cort. Peruv. p. urtcias duas, 

Rad. gentian. 

Cort. aurantior. aa drachmas fex, mifce: 
infunde in fpir. vinof. gallic, ifeij. in 
balneo arenae per dies fex et cola. 

Of this tincture the patient took two drachms 
(which was as much as her ftomach would bear) 
twice a day, diluted with an ounce and a half 
of water, with the addition of a drachm of the 
compound fpirit of lavender, lnftead of the 
common kinds of tea, (he drank an infufion of 
the outward rind of lemon, and occafionally took 

C c c 2 fome 
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fome drops of Hoffman’s anodyne liquor, or of 
laudanum. 

She perfifted in this courfe with evident ad¬ 
vantage. Her fits grew lefs frequent, returning 
faintly after a week or fortnight’s interval: her 
fpirits improved, her ffrength increafed, and at 
length, without the ufe of any other medicine, 
Ihe became entirely free from all complaint. 


VII. The Works of the late Jofeph Elfe, F. R. S, 
Surgeon to St. Thomas's Hofpital , and Member 
of the Royal Academy of Surgery at Paris , con¬ 
taining a treatife on the Hydrocele , and other 
papers on different fubjeRs in furgery. To which 
is added an appendix , containing fome cafes of 
the Hydrocele , with a comparifon of the different 
methods of treating it by caujlic and felon. 
By George Vaux, Surgeon, 8vo. Johnfon, 
London , 1782. 144 pages. 

B ESIDES an effay on the hydrocele, which 
has defervedly paffed through feveral edi¬ 
tions, Mr. Elfe was the author of feveral inge¬ 
nious and ufeful papers publifhed in different 
volumes of the Medical Obfervations and In¬ 
quiries. All thefe pieces are brought together 

in 
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in the prefent collc< 5 lion. To enter into any 
particular account of them in this work would 
be fuperfluous, as they have been fo long pub- 
lifhed, and are in every medical library. We 
ffiall therefore content ourfelves with noticing 
the remarks publiffied by the editor of the volume 
in his appendix to the treatife on the hydrocele. 

Mr. Elfe’s principal view was to recommend, 
for a radical cure of this difeafe, the operation 
by cauftic, as a remedy in point of eafe, expedi¬ 
tion, lafety and efficacy, far fuperior to every 
other that has been propofed, and particularly 
to the operation by a feton. 

On the other hand, Mr. Pott, in his treatife on 
the hydrocele, recommends, on fimilar grounds, 
as a radical cure for the difeafe, the operation 
by a feton, which he affirms to be preferable to 
every other, and efpecially to that by means of 
a cauftic. 

The queftion relative to the preference which 
cither of thefe methods claims over the other, 
can be determined only by repeated comparative 
trials of both, this is what the editor has done, 
and his decifion is clearly in favour of the cure 
by cauftic. 

The operation by cauftic, he obferves, is lefs 
_ painful than that by a feton. He has feen many 
■: cafes 
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Cafes in which the operation has been performed 
by a feton, and in all of them the pain has been 
confiderable, and in fome extremely violent; 
■whereas in the cafes in which he has Teen the 
cauftic employed, he has never obferved the 
patient to fuffer any material pain. 

With regard to the inconvenience and hazard; 
and the length of time taken up in the cure, fo 
far as Mr. Vaux’s obfervatioh goes, the two 
methods will not admit of a comparifon. In 
the cafes where he has feen the feton employed, 
the operation has been generally followed by a 
fever and high inflammation. Thefe circum- 
ftances have rendered confinement abfolutely 
ntceflary, and, by their violence; have fometimes 
endangered the patient’s life. On the contrary, 
in thofe cafes where he has feen the cauftic ufed; 
as they were attended with very little pain, fo 
they were accompanied with no fever or inflam¬ 
mation worth notice, and of courfe little confine¬ 
ment has been neceflary. 

In cafes where the feton had been employed-, 
.Mr. Vaux has obferved the cure to have failed 
altogether ; or if the patient for the prefent ap¬ 
peared to be cured,' the difeafe returned, fo that 
in either cafe another operation has become ne- 
ceftary* On the other hand, in the cafes he has 

, been 
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been witnefs to, or has been informed of, where 
the operation has been originally performed 
exactly according to Mr* Elfe’s directions, he 
has met with none in which this operation did 
not prove an effectual cure. 

Mr. Vaux dcfcribes his treatment of a double 
hydrocele. This cafe was advanrageoufly cal¬ 
culated for the purpofe of deciding the queftion 
concerning the comparative merits of the two 
different operations! by affording an opportunity 
of employing in the fame perfon, the cauftic 
operation for the cure of the difeafe on one fide 
of the fcrotum, and the feton for the cure of that 
on the other. 

A cauftic was applied to one of the hydroceles, 

and after the inconveniences arifing from this 

operation had abated, a feton was applied to the 

other. A radical cure was obtained bv both 

* 

methods ; with this difference, that the inflam¬ 
mation and pain produced by the feton were 
extremely violent; whereas, the cauftic hardly 
occafioned any inconvenience to the patient. 

A fecond cafe of this kind, we are told, nearly 
agreed with the one juft now related. In a third 
cafe of double hydrocele, the account of which 
is communicated by Mr. Ford, of the Weftminfter 
pifpenfary, one, ancj the largeft of the hydroceles. 
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was cured by cauftic. To the other a feton was 
applied, which, after producing fevere and vio¬ 
lent inflammation, feemed to have effefted a 

1 

complete cure, but at the end of eight months 
the diforder returned’again on this fide, and 
recourfe was had to the- cauftic. But. this like- 
wife proved ineffectual, and the complaint was 
at length radically cured by an incifion of the 
tunica vaginalis, through the whole length of 
the tumour. The failure of the cauftic operation 
in this inftance is attributed by the editor to the 
adheftons of the tunica vaginalis, brought on 
by the feton. It is added likewife, by Mr. Ford, 
that on examining the ftate of the tefticle he 
found a fmall hydatid on the epididymis, and 
neither the feton nor the cauftic have been-re¬ 
commended as a certain cure for the hydrocele 
when occafioned by hydatids, 

Mr. Vaux is of opinion, that no fubftantial 
advantage is derived from the practice of mixing 
opium with the cauftic ; but that, on the contrary, 
it tends to weaken the effeCt of the remedy. 
He obferves, that cauftic applied on found lkin 
gives little uneafmefs, although it never fails to 
excite great pain when it touches parts that are 
inflamed. 

In 
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tri cafes of hydrocele where the tumour is large, 
and the tunic much diftempered, Mr. Vaux ad- 
vifes a larger cauftic to be applied than is gene¬ 
rally ufed; and where the tumour is of uncommpn 
magnitude, he thinks it would not be improper 
to apply the cauftic on two parts, fufficiently • 
remote from each other, fo as to affe<ft the whole 
of the fac. 

Mr. Vaux concludes his obfervations with an 
account of two cafes, attended with fome uncom¬ 
mon circumftances.—In one of thefe, the tunica 

N 

Vaginalis, after the water had been drawn off by 
a trocar, became diftended with blood. In the 
Other, the tunic being greatly difeafed, the punc¬ 
ture with the trocar brought on inflammation 
and abfcefs. The tunic floughed away through 
the wound, and the patient got perfectly well. . 


.VIII. An Ejfay on the Nature and Cure of the 
Phthifis Pulmonalis. By T. Reid, M. D.' 

8vo. Cadell, London , 1782. 155 pages. 

3s. 6d. 

T H E author of this work confines his in¬ 
quiries to the true phthifis pulmonalis, or 
Confumption of the lungs, preceded by tubercles. 

Vol, III, N° IV. D d d He ;? 
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He begins with an hiftory of the fymptoms 
and progrefs of the difeafe, which he traces 
through the three ftages (into which he divides it) 
of inflammation, fuppuration, and diarrhoea.— 
Speaking of the whitenefs of the teeth, which 
has been mentioned by Dr. Simmons in his work 
on confumptions as a diftinguifhing characteriftic 
of the genuine phthifis, our author obferves, 
that, altho* he has noticed this circumftance in 
fome cafes, it has occurred very feldom; and 
in many patients he has attended, was entirely 
abfent. This, however, is an acknowledgment 
that it does fometimes take place; and in the 
publication alluded to, it is fpoken of, not as 

an invariable; fymptom of every fpecics of con- 

* 

fumption, but as a circumftance that occurs 
only in the greater number of cafes of genuine 
phthifis. But allowing, with Dr. Reid, that it 
takes place only in the fmaller number pf cafes, 
ftill in thefe it will not, on that account, be lefs 
deferving the attention of the phyflcian. If this 
whitenefs, of the teeth happens only in one con- 
fumptive patient of a hundred, and it is proved 
that whenever it does occur tubercles are a&ually 
formed, it . will furely throw great light on the 
diagnofis in thefe cafes. In a difeafe like con- 
fumption, where the maxim of principiir objla 

, has 
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has been To uniformly inculcated, this fymptom, 
when it prefents itfelf, may prove of infinite 
importance. 

Dr. Reid prefents us with fome interefiing ob- 
fervations on the formation and progrefs of 
tubercles, for which he acknowledges himfelf 
indebted to the MSS. of the late Dr. Stark, whole 
ingenious enquiries on this and other fubjedts we 
have long wilhed to fee publilhed. 

Tubercles, we are told, are commonly found 
in clufters. Gn cutting into them they appear 
of a white, fmoorh, cartilaginous fubftance. 
In the fmalleft no cavity or opening appears; 
in thofe farther advanced, on the outer furface, 
we dtfeover fmall pin holes; in thofe ftill larger, 
are one or-more cavities, containing a fluid like 
pus, which being cleared off, in the bottorft are 
perceived feveral fmall openings or holes, thro* 
Which the matter iffues on prefling the tubercle. 
The flnaller tubercles, when emptied of their 
contents, appear like a fmall capfula, into which, 
entered a branch of the afpera arteria. 

When the tubercles increafe, they are termed 
vomicae. Thefe are ufually of an oval form, 
and vary in their' diameter from half an inch tcf 
two or three inches. They contain a matter 
that varies in colour and fmell, and communicate 

D d d % , with 

/■ ». 
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with branches of the afpera arteria, and fome- 
times with other vomicae. The branches of the 
pulmonary artery and vein running upon the 
vomica:, are found much contracted, and fome- 
times filled up with a fibrous fubftance. This 
explains why haemoptoe does not more frequently 
happen, when fo great a part of the lungs is 
deftroyed; and alfo when it does take place, in 
what manner the mouths of the bleeding veffels 
are fhut up again. 

On the fubjeCt of heCtic fever. Dr. Reid differs 

from thofe writers who have aferibed it to acri- 

« ■ 

mony, and fuppofed it to be of a putrid nature. 
In the courfe of it, he obferyes, none of thofe 
appearances prefent themfelyes that are ufually 
termed putrid, fuch as ptechias, &c. and .the 
blood, inftead of being In a djffolved ftate, affords 
a thick buffy fize, and firm craffamentum. He 
is of opinion likewife, that the idea of acrimony 
from the absorption of pus is equally ill-founded, 
pus being of a bland and inoffenfive nature j 
and he offers feveraf arguments to prove, that 
the heCtic fever attending confumption of the 
lungs is not the effedt of an abforption pf pus. 
If it were, he obferves, a fever of the fame kind 
would take place from the abforption of pus in 
• other difeafes j whereas, in an abfeefs. of the liver 
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or pfoas mufcle, the fever is continued, without 
regular remiflions and morning fweats, which he 
confiders as the characteriftics of the pulmonary 
hedtic. If it fhould be alledged, that the pus 
in thefe cafes is of a different quality, our author 
anfwers, that in its fimple natural ftate, pus in 
all cafes is nearly the fame. If the hectic fever 
(he afks) is occafioned by the acrimony of pus 
abforbed from the difeafed lungs, from whence 
does it proceed before the tubercles are fuppu- 
rated, or any pus formed in the lungs ? 

After having endeavoured to refute the com¬ 


monly-received notions concerning hedlic fever. 
Dr. Reid proceeds to deliver his own theory on 
this fubjedt. He begins with proving, from the 
obfervations of Hales, Whytt, and others, that 
a greater quantity of perfpirable matter is dif- 
charged by the lungs, than by the whole fur- 
face of the body. When the lungs, from in¬ 
flammation, or the formation of turbercles and 
vomicae, are rendered in part impervious to the 
air in infpiration, the ufual quantity of fluid, he 
Cjbferves, cannot be carried off' by the adtion of 
refpiration j and the quantity fo retained will re¬ 
main in the habit, till excreted by fome other- 
<?mundtory. This quantity of phlogifton and 


]ymph fo 


retained in the habit, he conceives to. 

be 
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be the great and principal caufe of hedtic fever, 
which invariably abates as foon as it is difcharged 
by the pores of the fkin j and as the impediment 
to its exit by the lungs continues; fo the fever 
is daily renewed, that the conftitution may be 
relieved from its accumulated burthen. As the 
lungs become more and more unfit for exhaling 
the ufual quantity of fluid, the morning fweats 
are proportionably increafed, and the exacerbav 
tions of fever more violent, till towards the clofe 
of the difeafe, when the patient’s ftrength is fa 
_ exhaufted, and the mufcular force and adtion of 
thevefiels fo much weakened, as probably to be 
unable to produce fuch a degree of fever as is 
necefiary to force the fluid through the pores of 
the fkin, it falls upon the inteftines, and produces 
a diarrhoea. 

We now come to our author’s mode of treat-* 
ment. On this head we fhall content ourfelves 
with quoting the following paflage, which is 
given towards the clofe of the work, as a fhort 
recapitulation of his ideas on this fubjedt.—. 
«* In the early inflammatory period, before matter 
“ is fpit up> bleeding is to be repeated, accord- 
ing to the urgency of the fymptoms and the 
** ftrength of the patient. Vomiting to be ex- 
£ cited every morning. Cooling, lubricating,. 

w and 
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* c and anodyne medicines. The body to bd 
«« kept open by gentle purgatives. Thin diluting 
« drinks to be taken plentifully. The patient 
46 to keep warm, and promote perfpiration. The 
44 bed to be avoided in the day-time. The diet 
44 to confift: of milk, feeds, and vegetables. 

44 In the fecond period, when purulent matter 
44 is difcharged in large quantities, the he&ic 
44 fever, with remiflions, and morning fweats, 
44 confirmed; and when the flefh is wafted, and 
44 the ftrength debilitated, the vomiting powder 
44 is to be repeated morning and evening; a 
44 draught, with elix. vitr. at bed-time ; and the 
44 julep, with fpir. vitr. dulc. through the day. 
44 If the cough prevents fleep, an anodyne to be 
44 given, and repeated occafionally. The bodjj 
44 to be kept open by gentle aperient medicines. 
44 Diet to confift of feeds, milk, vegetables, 
** ripe fruit, broth made of young animal fub- 
44 ftance, and the tendered: and fmalleft fifti, 
44 oyfters, mufcles, &c. The drink, toaft and 
44 water, or water with the juice of ripe fruit, 
44 and lemonade. Country air, gentle exercife, 
44 and fea voyages, when they can be complied 
44 with. 

44 In the third and laft ftage, when the 

44 diarrhoea makes its appearance, the fame 

44 method 

»■— 
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** method of cure is to be continued, with thg 
“ addition of mild aftringents; varying the rt- 
“ medies according to the ftrength* and other 
“ circumftances of the patient.’* 

As a vomit in thefe cafes, Dr. Reid prefers 
fmall dofes of ipecacoanha to any other medicine 
of that clafs ; and he is inclined to think that 
the emetic has the moft permanent good effe&s, 
when it remains fome time in the ftomach before 
it operates* 

He attributes the good efte< 5 ts of fea voyages 
in phthifis, folely to the ficknefs they occafion. 
He obferves* that in the cafes enumerated by 
Dr. Gilchrift, the patients were generally fea- 
lick 5 and that in fome the good effects ceafed, 
when they grew familiar to the fhip’s motion 
and were no longer fea-fick* 


SECTION It 

Essays and Observations.’ 

I. Obfervations on the medicinal ufes of the Oleum 
Jtcoris Afelli , or Cod Liver Oil ,. in the Chronic 
Rheumatifm , and other painful diforders. By 
Thomas Percival, M. D. F. R. S. and S. A* 

Member 
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Member of the Royal Society of Phyjtcians at 
Paris , and of the Medical Societies of London 
and Edinburgh, &c. Read 061 . 7, 1782* 

T H E multiplicity of articles, which confti- 
tute the materia medica, has been a fub- 
je£t of complaint with fome phyficians: and, 
though it is an evil of no great magnitude, it 
certainly requires corredion and reformation. 
For it mull be acknowledged, that many of thefe 
articles are known only by their names; and 
that others are fo feldom prefcribed, as fcarcely 
to merit the places which they retain in the offi¬ 
cinal lifts. The progreffive accumulation, how¬ 
ever, of inactive remedies, is not to be deemed 
an argument againft, but an incitement to the 
introdudlion of new ones, which are more effica¬ 
cious. And, I truft, it will be doing fome fer- 
vice to the healing art, to communicate to the 
public, a brief account of the oleum jecoris 
Afelli , or cod liver oil; the falutary properties of 
which, I believe, have been little experienced 
beyond the vicinage of Manchefter. 

This medicine is difpenfed fo largely in the 
hofpital here, that near a hogfhead of it is an¬ 
nually confumed. It is given in obftinate chro¬ 
nic rheumatifms, fciaticas of long (landing, and 
Vol, III. N° IV. E e e in 
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in the/fe cafes of premature decrepitude, which 
originate from immoderate labour, repeated 
drains and bruifes, or expofure to continual 
dampnefs and cold j by which the mufcles and 
tendons become too rigid, and the flexibility of 
the joints is impaired, fo as to crackle for want 
of a due lecretion of fynovia. While I was one 
of the phyficians to this charity, I had the fulled 
evidence of the fuccefsful exhibition of cod liver 
oil, in various maladies of the clafs above de- 
feribed, which had reflded other powerful modes 
of treatment. And I frequently compared its 
operation with that of gum guaiacum, by pre- 
feribing each, at the fame time, to different pa¬ 
tients in fimilar circumflances. Thefe trials ai¬ 
med always terminated in favour of the oil •, and 
the patients, who took guaiacum, by conferring 
with their fellow-fufferers, were fometimes fo 
fenfible of making a flower progrefs towards re¬ 
covery, as to requefl a change of one remedy for 
the other. 

At fir ft it occaflons, for the mod part, an in- 
creafe of pain •, but this effed fhortly ceafes, and 
a gradual abatement of the fymptoms fucceeds. 
The pulfe, in irritable habits, is fometimes acce¬ 
lerated by it, and a glow of warmth has been 
felt through the wlfole body, after each dofe of 

the 
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the medicine. It is neither uniformly laxative, 
nor binding; but often promotes a gentle de¬ 
gree of perfpiration. However, it proves fuc- 
cefsful, even when it produces no fenfible opera¬ 
tion, as generally happens in perfons habituated 
to its ufe. In a few weeks, the appetite is imr 
paired by it, the tongue grows foul, and an eme¬ 
tic is required. The dofe of it varies from one 
table fpoonful to three, and it may be admini- 
ftered twice, thrice, or four times daily. In 
many cafes, it is found ferviceable to rub the 
parts affeCted with the oil, during the courfe of 
its internal exhibition. But this practice is only 
to be followed, when no great forenefs fubfifts. 
Indeed, either fever or inflammation forbids the 
ufe of it entirely. 

Cod liver oil is chiefly brought from New¬ 
foundland. It forms a confiderable article of 
merchandize ; and comes in barrels from 4po to 
520 lbs. in weight. The method of obtaining it 
is,.by heaping together the livers of the fifh, 
from which, by a gentle putrefaction, the oil 
flows very plentifully. A fimilar oil is procured 
from the livers of the fifh called ling, and alfo 
from a fmall lpecies of cod found on the coafl 
of Buchan in the north of Scotland. The tafte 
js naufeous, and leaves upon the palate a favour, 

Eee 2 like 
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like that of tainted fifh. On this account, it is 
not much prefcribed here, in private pra&ice* 
amongft the higher orders of people: but the 
hofpital patients make no complaints of it; and 
fuch is their confidence in its efficacy, that they 
often folicit, as I before obferved, to take it; 
and generally perfevere, with fteadinefs, in the 
ufe of it. Indeed we know, that oil, of the fame 
kind, forms no inconfiderable part of the food 
of the Laplanders, and other noithern nations. 
For habir foon reconciles to the tafte the moft 
difgufling viands. The cod liver oil may, how-! 
ever, be rendered much lefs offenfive by, the fol¬ 
lowing mode of adminiftering it. Jfc. 01 . Jecoris 
Afelli Unci am unam, Aq. Menth. Pip. Simp. Semun - 
ciam, Lixiv. Sap on. gutt. XL. Mifce \ fiat Haujlus. 
By this combination a liquid foap, not very un- 
pleafant, is produced, which may be readily de- 
compofed by the addition of a tea-fpoonful of 
the juice of lemons. And as the oil is probably 
moft efficacious in its original form, it may be 
' advifable to drink a cup of fome acidulous liquor 
immediately after the medicine has been fwal- 
lowed, This will at once cleanfe the mouth and 
gullet, neutralife the alkaline faft, and feparate 
the oil in the ftomach. Dr. Ruffel, in his natu¬ 
ral hiftory of Aleppo, has obferved, that in 

certaiq 
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“• certain feafons, when oil is plentifully taken, 

“ the people there become difpofed to fevers 
“ and infar&ions of the lungs, which fymptoms 
wear off by retrenching this indulgence.” I 
have never feen or heard of any juch effects 
from the long continued ule of the oleum jecoris 
Afelli. Perhaps this diverfity may partly depend 
on the different qualities of vegetable and fifh 
oil *, the former having a tendency to obftruft, 
the latter to promote infenfible perpiration. But, 

I apprehend, it is chiefly to be afcribed to the 
influence of climate. The intenfe heats of 
Turkey relax the animal fibres, and oiTadds to 
this relaxation. But, under a northern fky, the 

/ 

fibres are too much difpofed to rigidity, and 
when this actually fubfifts, as a malady, the 
emollient powers of oil are fo far from being in¬ 
jurious, that they are highly falutary. 

As my chief defign in announcing the virtues 
of the oleum Afelli , is to recommend its< ufe in 
hofpitals, difpenfaries, and parifh work-houfes,. 
I fhall fubjoin the following letter, written, at 
my de'flre, by Mr. Darbey, houfe-furgeon and 
apothecary to our Infirmary. The teftimony 
which it bears in favour of this medicine, is tha 
more forcible, as it is founded not on the expe- 

i 

yjence of one, but of all the phyficians to the 

charity; 
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charity •, whofe patients he daily attends and 
examines. And it is but juftice to him to add, 
that he is a man of judgment, obfervauon, and 

integrity. 

To Dr. P E R C I y A L . 

Dear Sir» 

“IN compliance with your requeft, I fend 
“ you the following remarks on feme rheumatic 

“ cafes; 

«< For feveral years after I came to the In- 
« firmary, I obferved that many poor patients, 
« who were received into the Infirmary for the 
« chronic rheumatifm, after feveral weeks trial 
« of a variety of remedies, were difcharged with 
“ little or no relief. The volatile tinflure of 
« guaiacum, in large dofes, feemed to bid the 
« faireft to effeft a cure-, but the fuccefs did. 
“ not anfwer expedbation. About ten years 
** fince, an accidental circumftance difcovered, 
« to us a remedy, which has been ufed with 
« the greateft fuccefs, for th? above complaint, 
tc but is very little known in any county except 
« Lancafhire : it is the Cod, or Ling liver oil. 

“ A woman, who laboured under the moft 
excruciating rheumatifm, and was an out- 
“ patient of this Infirmary, being advifed to rub 
' ‘‘ ke? 
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tc her joints with the oil, was induced to takeify 
“ at the fame time, internally. A few weeks 
“ reftored her to the ufe of her limbs, and (he 
“ was cured. However, little attention - was 
u paid to this cafe, as it was fuppofed that the 
“ alteration of the weather, and the medicines 
“ fhe had before taken, had caufed the cure. 
“ About a twelvemonth afterwards, her com- 
“ plaints returned with double violence, and the 
“ fame remedy reftored her to health again. 

“ Encouraged by this fecond recovery, Dr. 
“ Kay, one of the phyficians to the Infirmary, 
“ prefcribed it for other patients in fimilar cafes, 
“ and itanfwered his moft fanguine expectations. 
<l Since then, it has been ufed by the other 
“ phyficians with the greateft fuccefs. One 
*' difadvantage attending the ufe of the fifh oil 
“ is, its naufeous fmell and tafte j this is fo bad, 
“ that, I am afraid, many delicate ltomachs 
“ cannot take it: yet I have obferved that the 
“ poor, after taking a few dofes, readily drink, 
' “ it without any appearance of naufea, and that 
“ not more than one ftomach in twenty rejedls it. 
“ This medicine has very different effeCts on 
“ different conftitutions: on fome it operates as 
“ a purgative ; others are coftive with it; and 
V fometimes it occafions a gentle fweat. When 

“ the 
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u the latter has been the cafe, the cure has b&eri 

/ 

* 4 more certain and expeditious; though it mu ft 
“ be obferved, that the ufe of it, for the firft 
“ week or fortnight, feems to occafion a general 
“ increafe of pain. 

“ Men and womenj advanced in years, whofe 
“ fibres may be fuppofed to have acquired a 
u degree of rigidity, find furprifing effects from 
44 it. Some, who have been cripples for many 
44 years, and not able to move from their feats, 
“ have, after a few weeks ufe of it, been able 
44 to go with the affiftance of a flick ; and, by a 
“ longer continuance, have enjoyed the pleafing 
44 fatisfaflion of being reftored to the natural 
44 ufe of their limbs, which, for a dong time 
44 before, had been a burthen to them. 

44 Two cafes occurred lately, in which the oil 
44 had an extraordinary effect, even on young 
perfons, whofe ages did not exceed ten years. 
44 Guaiacum, calomel, bliflers, &c. were tried 
44 on both thefe patients, but with To little benefit 
44 that opiates were given merely t6 procure tem- 
44 porary eafe. Their lower limbs feemed to be 
44 a burthen to them, and they had fuch an ap- 
44 pearance of diflortion that no hopes of relief 
44 could be well entertained. In compliance 
with the particular requeft of their parents, 

44 the 
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i( the cod oil was given ; the one obtained a 
* c perfect cure, the other nearly fo j the latter 
“ having a little diftortion in his back, is pre- 
“ vented the free ufe of his legs. So general 
“ has been the ufe of the oil with us, that we 
“ difpenfe fifty or fixty gallons ann-ually; and 
<c the good effects of it' are fo well known 
“ amongft the poorer fort, that it is particularly 
“ requelled by them for almoft every lamenefs. 
c< Except bark, opium, and mercury, I believe 
*• no one medicine in the materia medica is likely 
“ to be of greater fervice. Befides, there is one 
“ other circumllance which recommends this 
w medicine, which is, that it is a cheap one •: 
“ and I could wilh for a more general ufe of it, 
“ in order to prove that the above account of 
“ its good efFefls is no exaggeration. 

“ I am. Sir, 

“ Your obliged humble fervanjt, 

“Robert Darbiy,. 

fyjanchefter Infirmary, 

Feb, iz, 17S2. 
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II. An account of the falutary effect of Blifters i>i 
a cafe attended with fymptoms of Hydrocephalus 
internus. By Robert White, M. D. Pbyfician 
at Bury St. Edmunds. Read Nov. 4, 1782. 

A Few weeks ago I was called to the fon of 
Thomas Garwood, coach-maker in Bury 
St. Edmund’s. This boy is about four years old, 
of a pale complexion, and weak habit, in con- 
fequence of being badly nurfed. He had com-* 
plained for feveral days of great pain and weight 
in his head, which, when I firft vifited him, he 
could fcarcely bear to have railed from the 
pillow ; but what gave the greateft alarm to his 
parents was, a total blindnefs, which had -gra¬ 
dually fupervened./ His pulfe was irregular, 
and fometimes remarkably flow. He was feverai 
times feized with uniyerfal thrillings and twitch- 
ings, fuch as generally precede convulfious ; 
after which came on a flight degree of fever, 
attended with immoderate thirft. His body 
was rather bigger than its natural fize, very tenfe, 
and had been for fome time inclined to coftive- 
nels. Upon examining his eyes, I found them, 
drawn obliquely towards the nofe, and the pupils 
dilated to nearly the fize of the cornea, without 
the leaft power to contract. 

Con- 

2 : I - 
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Convinced that this dreadful affliction pro¬ 
ceeded either from worms, or from water in the 
head, my aim to relieve was twofold. I there¬ 
fore ordered a large blifter to be applied direCtly 
to his head, and the nape of the neck; and the 
Following purge to be taken early in the morning: 
jfc Pulv. rhaei opt. gr. xij. . 

Mercur. dulc. gr. ij. 

Ol. rutae, gutt. j. M. 

1 faw him that morning about ten o’clock;, 
and found him much relieved from pain, and 
fitting upon his mother’s lap. The blifter had 
difcharged moft profufely throughout the night. 
The purge Had no other effeCt than making him 
retch once or twice about the middle of the day.’ 
In the evening he was more revived, and the 
pupils began vifibly to contract. I ordered the 
purge to be repeated the next morning. That 
day, being the third of my attendance, he gave 
feveral proofs of returning fight, and was in 
tolerable fpirits* The fecond purge gave him 
four loofe ftools, which evacuation left him ex-*- 
tremely languid. On the fourth day he took 
nothing but light folid food, which he ate rather 
greedily. His eyefight was much recovered, 
being able to diftinguifh fome moderately-fized 
objecfts. He alfo ventured to move about the 

F f f 2 room. 
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room, and his fpirits were more regular. His 
belly was dill prasternaturally enlarged, but by 
no means fo tight as before. I now preferibed 
the following powders: 

Stanni pulv. 9 >j. 

Sem. fanton. gr. vj. 

Ol. rutas, gutt. fi. M. 

One of theie was taken twice or thrice a day, 
and the purging powder repeated once in five or 
fix days. 

On the fixth day the blifter was renewed at 
the hind part of the head. The patient con¬ 
tinued to mend daily; and in the fpace of a 
fortnight from that time was in much better 
health than before this complaint feized him. 

I then ordered an infufion of bark with the 
tinff. fior . martial, to be taken twice a day. 
His. eyes have not quite recovered their natural 
pofition ; but the pupils regularly contraft, and 
he fees, to all appearance, as well as ever. 

I had fome thoughts at firft of rubbing in 
mercurial ointment, but obferving the favourable 
change on the morning of the fecond day, I was 
unwilling to prefcribe it. 

I think we may venture to declare, that this- 
boy’s dilbrder was occafioned by a depofit of 

lymph in the cavities of the brain j and that the 

cure 



cure was principally, if not totally, produced 
by the application of the blifter, which for the 
Brft four days difcharged mod plentifully. 

I never could obferve any particular increafe 
of the fecretions, except a flight flux of pale 
urine, in the night after the operation of the 
fecond purge. 

No worms, or fymptoms of them, ever ap¬ 
peared, although the purge, with the addition 
of mercur . dulc. gr. j. was repeated twice more 
at proper intervals ; and the vermifuge powder 
was taken two or three times a day for a fortnight. 

Bury St. Edmunds, 

Oft . 7, 178a. 


>< 


/ 


III. A remarkable cafe of Paralyfts of the Lower 
Extremities , fucccfsfully treated by an Jffue. 
Communicated in a letter to Samuel Foart a 
Simmons, M. D. F. R. S. by Mr. Charles 

<n\ ^ j A , 

Kite, Surgeon at Gravefend in Kent. Read ' ' 
Dec. 2, 1782. 


A Lad, in the twelfth year of his age, of 3 
fair complexion and a flender make, was, 
in Sept. 1780, feized with a cold fliivering, 
which continued about five minutes. A fever 
fucceeded and ran pretty high the whole night, 

but 
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but towards tnorning abated. A contra&ion of 
his legs enfued, attended with To much debility 
that he was unable to walk. He complained of 
pains all over his body, but more particularly 
about his ftomach and the fmall of his back. 
Thefe fymptoms induced me to treat it as a 
fever, arifing from cold, and irregularity. An 
emetic and fome antimonial medicines were pre¬ 
scribed, by which he was in fome degree re- 

i 

lieved. . 

The fever fometimes remitted, and at other 
times a complete intermiflion took place, but 
without obferving any regular period. When 
the paroxyfm came on, I Was never able to dif- 
cover, that it attacked with Ihivering or even 
chillnefs. The power of ufing his legs daily 
diminifhed, and about the tenth day he was ut¬ 
terly incapable of moving them hi the leaft off 
the ground. 

It occurred to me, that this paralyfis might 
probably be the confequence of fome tumour on 
the fpine. I examined his back carefully, but 
at this time no fwelling was perceptible. The 
caufe, therefore, appeared to me to be hid in 
impenetrable darknefs. I attempted the ufe of 
feveral medicines; but the boy positively refufed 
to take any. of them. All I did, therefore, was to 

have 
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have the thighs and legs well rubbed with a fti- 
mulating embrocation j to apply a blilter to the 
calf of each leg, and one to the facrum, where 
the nerves to the lower extremities pafs out. 
This plan, on which my whole dependance was 
placed, did not by any means anfwer my expec¬ 
tation : but on the contrary, every fymptom 
was manifeftly aggravated, with the addition of 
many circumftances which feemed to predict a 
fpeedy and fatal termination. I called on him 
at the end of a month from the time of the at¬ 
tack. He appeared then in a more miferable 
fituation •, had a Ihort cough, a quick and weak 
pulfe, a purging, very little appetite, and the 
facies hippocratica to the greateft degree I ever 
obferved. It was with, the utmoft difficulty he 
could fit in his chair a few minutes ; and when 
he did, the mufoles of his back were fo re¬ 
markably weak they could not fupport his body ? 
but were bent double. It was extremely dif- 
treffing to him to be moved in ted j and when 
any one either bent or extended his legs, it was 
attended with great pain, particularly in the hips. 

In the courfe of my inquiries, I was informed 
a fwelling had within three or four days appeared 
on the back. On examination, I found it to 
be of the fize of a large duck’s egg, but neither 

much 
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much inflamed nor very painful, comprehending 
the third and fourth vertebrae lumborum. The 
fpine was not disfigured j nor could I perceive 
the fpinal procefles any'ways affe&ed. Its appear¬ 
ance might very properly be compared to a large 
abfcefs beginning to form. 

The boy now obferved, he always had felt an 
uneafinefs in that part ever fince he received a 
blow there with a (tone, which, he faid, happened 
in the morning of the day he was taken ill; and 
he recolle&ed that it was with difficulty he could 
walk home, (which was about a mile diftant) 
- on account of a pain and weaknefs in his back. 
This was the firlt time he had ever mentioned 
the circumftance of the blow. I was now per- 
fe&ly convinced that all his fymptoms proceeded 
from the injury done to the fpinal marrow, or 
its membranes, by this accident; and immedi¬ 
ately recolle&ed the advice given us in fimilar 
cafes by that eminent furgeon, Mr. Pott. But 
his danger fecmed fo great, and the probability 
of any thing giving him relief fo little, that it 
y/ds with a view tp avoid the imputation of 
inhumanity, and to negjeft nothing that feemed 
to promife even a probability of relief, rather 
than with any expe&ation of fuccefs, that I de¬ 
termined to try the effeft pf an ifiue, 

1 : As 
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As he lived in the country, and there was no 
time to lole, inftead of applying a cauftic, J im¬ 
mediately made an incifion the whole length of 
the tumour, thro’ the fkin and adipofe membrane 
down to the fafcia lumborum. Into this wound 
I put two lmall beans. The parts did not appear 
much difeafed ; no matter or any other fluid was 
evacuated, and the fafcia was uninjured, and of 
a filver hue. 

The patient continued in nearly the fame ftate 
as before for three or four days, about which 
time the wound fuppurated favourably. In the 
fhort fpace of a week the good effedt of this 
difcharge became evident; his countenance was 
more enlivened, his pulfe not fo quick, and he 
could move his legs a little in bed. From this 
period he mended amazingly. . At the end of a 
fortnight his appetite was good •, his fever had 
entirely left him in the day, and he was but little ' 
difturbed by it in the evening. 

In three weeks, with a trifling affiftance, he 
was-capable of walking round the room. All 
this time the ifllie dilcharged freely v and in pro¬ 
portion as it difeharged, the fwelling gradually 
diminifhed ; fo that in about one month from 
the time the incifion was made, no remains of 
the tumour could be perceived. 

Vpi. III. N° 1 V. Ggg His 
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H is health every day improved confiderably, 
and in five weeks he was fo perfectly recovered, 
that his mother concluding there could be no 
further occafion for the ifiue, fufiered it to heaL 
For the firft three months he walked a little 
lumping, and before any material alteration in 
the weather felt a flight uneafinefs in the part 
where he received the blow; but when I met 
him lately, carrying a load on his Ihoulders, he 
faid he was ftronger than before the accident, 
and that he now never experiences the leaft 
inconvenience in his back, either from working 
or the weather. 

Various inftances have occurred of palfies* 
fomewhat fimilar to the prefent; but I have 
never heard, or read of one, where the difeafe 
fo foon arrived at fo great a height, where the 
cure was fo quickly completed, or where the 
remedy was more ftrongly marked with fuccefs. 
No one^ I p refume, will hefitate to pronounce 
the cui/e to have been entirely effected by the 
ifliie, as no other means were purfued, and every 
fymptom aflumed a milder afpeft as foon as it 
‘ began to difeharge. 

Gravefendy 
QA. is, 178s, 
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IV. An account of an improved Method of treating 
the Puerperal Fever. By Anthony Fothergill, 
M. D. Member of the Royal College of Phyficians, 
and Fellow of ther Royal Society. Read De¬ 
cember 23, 1782. 

^1^0 convey early information of improve-* 
JL ments in the cure of dangerous difeafes, 
is a duty we owe to our brethren of the faculty* 
and to fociety* If medical fads were circulated 
with as much afliduity as political occurrences, 
it would tend not a little to the advancement of 
the art, and the prefervation of life. Hence the 
utility of Medical Journals, which at ftated 
periods communicate, in a fmall compafs, the 
moft important difcoveries which are carrying on 
in different parts of the world. I was led into 
this train of thinking on reading a very important 
article of intelligence in the French Journal dt 
JMedecine of laft month. The puerperal fever, 
which has too long triumphed over all the re- 
fources of nature, and too often; baffled all the 
efforts of art, has at length, we are told, yielded 
to a very fimple and eafy method of cure happily 
difcovered by M. Doulcet, one of the phyfician# 
to the Hotel Dieu at Paris. 

G g g 2 The 
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The fever, we are informed, commenced 
about the third day after delivery, often after 
the mod natural labours, attended with fevere 
pain, and tenfion of the abdomen; proftration 
of ftrength -, the pulfe quick, fmall, and con¬ 
tracted. The breads, indead of expanding, 
collapfed; and the fecretion of milk was fufpended. 
The above fymptoms, which characterized the 
difeafe, were obferved in all the women who 
were attacked. Befides thefe, fhivering generally 
marked the onfet, accompanied with naufea, 
vomiting, foetid alvine dejeCtions, &c. Th t lochia 
neverthelefs continued to flow. A flattering re- 
miflion came on upon the fecond day, but was 
foon followed by cold clammy fweats, tremulous 
pulfe, delirium, and finally death, about’the third 
or fourth day; On difleCtion, were found in the 
cavity of the abdomen two or three pints of a 
milky or whey-like fluid, of a foetid odour, and 
containing flakes of apparently coagulated milk, 
a large quantity of which firmly adhered to the 
furfaceof the ifiteilines. The uterus was found 
in a natural ftate. The difeafe being epidemic, 
-and having proved uniformly fatal, in fpite of 
all the various means of treatment which had 
been hitherto ufed at the Hotel Dieu, M.Doulcet 
marking the fpontaneous efforts of vomiting, 

recom- 
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recommended the following method on the firft 
approach of the difeafe, viz. fifteen grains of 
ipecacoanha, in two dofes, at the interval of an 
hour and half. The emetic having operated, 
was determined downwards by an oily mixture, 
confifting of two ounces of oil of almonds, an 
ounce of fyrup of marfhmallows, and two grains 
of kermes mineral. The fame procefs was re¬ 
peated the next day, and purfued till the fymp- 
toms difappeared. Linfeed tea, and other foft 
diluents, fweetened with fyrup of marfhmallows, 
for common drink. On the feventh or eighth 
day, a gentle cathartic of manna and purging fait. 
•During fome months that the difeafe raged in 
the Hofpital, this method was crowned with 
fuccefs in near 200 cafes, while five or fix women, 
who refufed to take the medicines, fell victims 
to their own obftinacy. This remarkable fuccefs 
being found to depend on combating the difeafe 
on its onfet, the midwife who fuperintended the 
lying-in women, was charged to adminifter the 
medicine at the very inftant the firft fymptoms 
appeared, whether night or day. The author it 
feems is fince dead; but his fuccefsful method of 
cure being confirmed by the other phyficians 
who attend the Hotel Dieu, and having received 
the approbation of the Royal Medical Society, 

who 
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who were lately ordered by Government to 
enquire into its merit •, we can have no room to 
doubt the faft, altho* the theory may perhaps 
be controverted. It would, however, be pre¬ 
mature either to condemn the one, or adopt the 
other, till both have undergone a candid exa¬ 
mination by other practitioners. In the interim 
I beg leave to remark, 

1 ft. That the fufpenfion of the fecretion of 
milk, which the learned author, and others, 
fuppofe to be the caufe, ought perhaps rather to 
be deemed the confequence of the difeafe; fincc 
thefe fufpenfions often happen without producing 
it, and the difeafe is often removed without the 
fecretion being reftored, as appears even from 
their own account. The extravafated fluid and 
white coagulum, which they attribute to a real 
metajlafis of milk, are, I apprehend, rather tp 
be confldered as morbid exfudations of ferum 
and coagulable lyniph, fo often confpicuous on 
the inflamed furfaces of the different cavities, 
and which aflume exaCUy the fame appearances 
which they defcribe, where there could be no 
fufpicion of the prefence of milk. 

* See the printed teflimonial, atteiled by feven eminent 
Phyficians, intitled, Rapport fait parordre du Gouverne- 
ment fur k methode de M. Doulcet, &c, 

1 , ' 2dly. From 
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*dly. From the phenomena both before and 
after death, the difeafe feems to have confifted 
of a combination of the inflammatory and putrid 
diatfrefis, in which the latter was predominant, 
fimilar to what we have frequently obferved in 
this country. That the Pariflan malady was x 
more highly malignant, and confequently run its 
career with greater rapidity, will not appear 
wonderful to any one who has ever vifited that 
crowded receptacle of difeafe and contagion, the 
Flotel Dieu. 

3dly. Having myfelf adminiftered emetics of 
ipecacuanha at a more advanced period of the 
difeafe, as well as oily demulcents, though 
by no means with equal fuccefs to that of M, 
Douicet; and as many other pra&itioners, it 
is prefumed, have done the fame, the prefent 
method cannot be deemed entirely new. The 
whole fccret then feems to depend on the earfy 
exhibition of the medicine, which, by nipping the 
difeafe in the bud, prevents the fubfequent abdo.-* 
minal congeftion. Such an opportunity how¬ 
ever but feldom occurs, as the phyficians of this 
country are rarely called till the difeafe has made 
it confiderable progrefs, and the vifcera have fuf- 
tained irreparable injury! In a matter fo interefting 
\o humanity, I cannot omit exprefling an earned 

wilh. 
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wiffi, that in future all practitioners in mid- ? 
wifery, efpecially thofe who attend lying-in hofpi- 
tals, will, in imitation of M. Doulcet, attentively 
watch the firft fymptoms of this very alarming 
difeafe, and alfo, like him, engage the nurfes to 
do the fame, that when the chara&eriftic marks 
above-mentioned appear, not a moment may be 
loft in having recourfe to his method of cure. 
If by a timely ufe thereof he was enabled to 
give an immediate check to the fever in fuch a 
crowded hofpital, is it not fufficient encourage¬ 
ment for Britifh pra&itioners to try its efficacy 
under rpore favourable circumftances ? 

By the attentive obfervation of impartial 
judges a true eftimate of this method will, it is 

■V 

hoped, be formed, its advantages and difadvan- 
tages pointed out, and its due boundaries more 
clearly afcertained. Though it cannot be fup- 
pofed that fo attentive a practitioner as M. 
Doulcet feems to have been, could have miftaken 
the after pains for the firft fymptoms of the 
puerperal fever; yet the midwife might be thus 
impofed on during his abfence, and induced to 
give the medicine prematurely. The after-pains, 
however, are very diftinguiffiable; for inftead 
of being conftant, they have alternate acceffions 
find remiflions, are not attended with fudden 

languor 
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languor and febrile fymptoms, and generally 
ceale before the third day, when the puerperal 
fever only ufually commences. Befides, we are 
informed that thofe women who took the remedy 
recovered, while thofe who refufed it died with 
all the ftriking marks of the difeafe. But fhould 
M. Doulcet’s method be prefumed by fome to 
have anfweted as a prophylactic, rather than as a 
curative, in fome of the numerous cafes he men¬ 
tions ; yet this would rather increafe than diminilh 
its merit with thofe who think it is belt to err on 
the lafeft fide, and that it is more defirable to 
prevent than to cure difeafes.' Ill other highly 
contagious fevers, an emetic of ipecacoanha 
given on the firft figns of contagion being re¬ 
ceived into the body, has been known to put art 
immediate flop to the difeafe. Does ipecacoanha 
then, produce tHefc happy effeCts, by exerting 
any fpecific power over the contagious principle ? 
Or by evacuating it in common with any other 
emetic ? Or is it not rather, by its eoncuffion, 
communicating a new fpring to the fyftem by 
which the exhalent and abforbe'nt veflels are ex¬ 
cited, noxious matters expelled, and dangerous 
determinations to the vital organs prevented ? 

It mull be left to future experience to deter¬ 
mine, how far this method may be fafe when the 
1 Vol. III. N° IV. H h h pain 
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pain and tenfion denote a high degree of inflam¬ 
mation to prevail; and whether in any cafe the 
jpecacoanha pofieflfes a fuperiority over anti- 
monial or other emetics ? Laftly, whether the 
increafed danger of fevers in the puerperal ftate 
does not depend on fome other principle befides 
that of increafed irritability of the fyftem ?• 
And why, in the beginning of this fever, thofe 
women whofe mind happens to be deeply im- 
prefied with the idea of a fatal termination of 
the difeafe, fcarcely ever recover ? 

LsnJon, 

DiC, 20, »78z. 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

A T a public meeting of the Royal Medical 
. Society at Paris, on the 27th of Auguft, 
the premium offered by the Society in 1780, for 
the bed dilfertation on Dropfy, was divided be¬ 
tween ProfelTor Camper and M. Baraillon, two 
of the candidates. The elfays prefented by thefe 
gentlemen are faid to contain a great variety of 
ufeful and ingenious obfervations; but as they 

both 
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both leave fomething to be wifhed for relative 
to the treatment of dropfy, the Society have 
propofed the fubjed a fecond time, in the follow¬ 
ing form, for a prize of 600 livres: 

“ What are the fpecies and different cafes of 
“ Dropfy, in which the ufe of diluents or a dry 
“ regimen ought to be preferred ?” 

The differtations on this fubjed are to be 
written in French or Latin, and fent to M.Vicq 
D’Azyr, fecretary to the Society, before the 
ift of January 1784. 

The Society likewife offer a premium of 200 
livres to any perfon who fhall prove, by fatisfac- 
tory experiments, whether the Scurvy is a con¬ 
tagious difeafe, or not. Difiertations on this 
fubjed will be received till May 1, 1783- 

At the above meeting were read the eulogium 
of the late Dr. Fothergill, one of the fixty foreign 
affociates of the Society, by M. Vicq D’Azyr; 
an elfay on the combination of kermes mineral 
with cauftic fixed alkali, and its utility as a 
remedy, by M. Halle; observations by M, de 
Laffone and M. Cornette, on the folubility of 
mercurial precipitates in water, and on the com¬ 
bination of mercury with volatile alkali; and 
laftly, remarks on the intermittents of 1780 and 
gi, by M. Caille. 

The 
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The Academy of Sciences at Lyons hava 
offered a premium of 600 Uvres, for an experi-. 
mental inquiry which {hall afcertain the properties 
of alum diffolved in wine, the means of detedl- 
ing it, and of corredling its ill effedts. The 
differtations are to be fent to the Secretary before 
the ift of April 1783. 


i ' - - 

At a public meeting held lately at the College 
of Pharmacy at Paris, M. Lunel read an effay 
on the means of procuring an emetic which {hall 
never vary in its effects. The procefs for this 
purpofe confifts in dephlogifticating glals of 
antimony with acid of vitriol, before it is com* 
bined with cream of Tartar. 


1 

M. Bonnel de la Bragereffe has communicated 
lately to the Royal Society at Montpellier an 
account of the effects of fome new remedies, 
and, amongft others, of an extradt of the anemone 
jpuIfatillabiNN. in cutaneous difeafes,adminiftere^ 
in dofes of a grain and a half twice a day. 
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M. Saillant has lately prefented to the College 
pf Phyficians at Paris, a fpecimen of a new drug 
from Madagafcar, which is faid to be of con- 
fiderable efficacy in diarrhoea. It is a thin bark, 
of a yellowiffi colour externally, reddiffi within, 
and to the tafte flightly bitter and aftringent, 
Jt is known at Madagafcar by the name of Beliie, 
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The death of the Archbiffiop of Paris lately 
of a dropfy, and the difference in opinion relative 
to his treatment that took place between M, 
Bouvart and M. Bacher, the two phyficians whq 
attended him, has given rife to two very long 
letters from the latter in the Journal de Medecine 
for Jan. and Feb. 1782, in which the conduct 
of M. Bouvart (who, by the bye, is the phyfician 
in the greateft vogue at Paris) feems to be ar¬ 
raigned with unjuftifiable feverity. It feems 
that, in the cafe in queftion, M. Bouvart recom¬ 
mended abftinence from liquids, while M.Bachcr, 
who has defervedly gained great reputation in 
dropfies by his pills and the ufc of diluents, 
advifed the patient to drink freely of diluting 
liquors. This latter method was accordingly 
tried for a few days •, but as the complaint was 
pot alleviated by this practice, it was given up 
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in favour of M. Bouvart’s mode of treatment. 
The Archbilhop died foon after j and M. Bacher 
, now goes fo far as to fay, that if his prefcriptions 
had been fteadily adhered to, the prelate’s life 
would probably have been faved, tho’ from his 
own account of the appearances on difledlion, 
(fetting afide the very advanced age of the patient, 
who was in his 79th year) the difeafe feems 
clearly to have been in its nature incurable. 
Eight pints of water were found in the cavity 
of the abdomen; and the liver was much en¬ 
larged, and in a fchirrous ft^te, as were likewife 
the omentum and pancreas. The Archbilhop 
had alfo a fiftula in ano, and had formerly been 
cut for the (lone. 


It has long been lamented, that our two uni- 
verfities of Oxford and Cambridge, though fo 
deiervedly celebrated for their clafiical learning, 
and their excellence in various branches of 
fcience, have hitherto never acquired any repu¬ 
tation as fchools of phyfic, fo that medical ftu- 
dents have been under the neceffity of reforting 
to Edinburgh, or to foreign univerfities, for that 
inftru&ion which they in vain wilhed to pro- 
v cure at home. It is with fipgular pleafure, 

therefore^ 
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therefore, we communicate to our readers th© 
following extract of a letter from a very refpe&- ; 
able phyfician at Oxford, as it willferve ta 
fhew, that the prefent medical profeffors of that 
univerfity, animated with a liberal zeal for re-j 
formation and improvement, are exerting their 
endeavours to render it ufeful as a fchool of 
phyfic. We have no doubt but their endeavour* 
will be crowned with fuccefs, and that in medi*J 
cal reputation Oxford will very foon vie with 
Edinburgh, Leyden, and Vienna. 

“ The right hon. George Henry earl of 
“ Litchfield, late chancellor of this univerfity, 
“ dying in 1772, bequeathed, after the demife 
“ of his lady, the fum which fhould arife from 
“ the fale of his houfe in London, and the 
“ furniture thereof, in truft, to the then chan- 
“ cellor of Oxford, the bifhop of Oxford, and 
“ the prefident of St. John’s College, for the 
“ eftablifhment of a Clinical Profefiorfhip in the 
“ Radcliffe Infirmary. Her ladyfhip died in the 
“ year 1779 j when the fale of the faid houfe 
“ and furniture produced, clear of all expence, 
“ 42561. which fum was vetted in the Three per 
** cent. Confol. and purchafed 7079 1 . flock, the 
“ intereft whereof amounts annually to 212 1. 
” which is the falary of the profelfor, who by 

- “ the 



44 the noble benefattor’s will is to be elected 
44 the meiftbers of Convocation. No perfon isi 
44 eligible who has not taken a doctor’s degree 
“ in phyfic at lead five years before fuch elec- 
44 tion, and by the ftatutes, dtawn up by the 
44 prefent truftees,. he is required to give con-» 
44 ftant daily attendance, with the pupils, on cer- 
44 tain feleft patients in the Infirmary, and twice 
44 in each week to read a lefture on their cafes* 
44 during the winter months* from the beginning 
44 of November to the latter end of March. 
44 Dr. Parfons was unanimoufly elected the firft 
44 profefior in 1781. This eftablilhment was 
44 intended by the founder for the promotion of 
44 the ftudy of phyfic in Oxford ; and, that his 
44 great defign may not be fruftrated, the Con- 
44 vocation have abridged the time required for 
44 taking degrees in phyfic, one year after ad- 
44 million to regency in arts (inftead of three) 
44 being, now fufficient for the degree of bachelor 
44 of phyfic, and three years from the degree of 
44 bachelor to that of do&or, inftead of four, a9 
44 formerly. The phyficians refident in the 
44 place have given their afliftance to the defign. 
44 Dr. Parfons continues to read two courfes in 
44 anatomy every year« Dr. "Wall reads two' 
44 courfes in chemiftry* A courfe of le&ures on 

44 the 
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et the practice of phyfic will next year be read 
“ by Dr. Vivian, and on phyfiology by Dr. 
<l Smith. The Rev. Mr. Shaw teaches botany, 
te and Dr. Auftin delivers mathematical lectures. 
“ The number of ftudents in phyfic is already 
“ much increafed, and they have formed them- 
“ felves into a Medical Society, which' has 
“ regular weekly meetings during the winter 
“ months, and of which Martin Wall, M. D. 
“ is prefident, and William Auftin, M..B. -vice- 
“ prefident.” 


The celebrated Haller, in his Opufciita Patho¬ 
logical after giving the hiftory of a young lady of 
quality who died at the age of fix-and-twenty, 
and who was found to have two uteri, each of 
an oval fhape and furnifhed with its own pecu¬ 
liar vagina, obferves, that a woman fo formed 
might certainly be liable to one conception upon 
the back of another, arid therefore that a perfetft 
fuperfcetation could take place in fuch a perfon. 
Similar remarks are made by Dr. Purcell, in his 
ingenious account of a double uterus, publiflied 
in the 64th volume of the Philof. Tranfa&ions. 
and indeed we have no doubt, that the cafes of 
fuperfcetation recorded by different writers, if they 
did adually occur, were owing to a conforma- 

Vor. III. N° IV. I i i 
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tion of this fort, which has been noticed by me¬ 
dical writers only in a fmall number of inftances, 
and in thefe not till after death. But a cafe of 
iuperfcetation having occurred lately to Dr. Lob- 
ftein, profeflor of anatomy and furgery at Straf- 
burgh, in a woman who is ftill living in that 
city, and who was delivered of two children, 
one a month after the other, he has been able to 
convince himfelf, that this circumftance is ow¬ 
ing to her having two uteri, each of which has a 

diftind vagina.-Dr. Lobftein means to favour 

the public with a particular account of this curi¬ 
ous fa£l‘. 

Dr. Schotte (author of an ingenious treatife 
lately publifhed on the fynochus atrabiliofa) has 
communicated to the Royal Society an account 
of a remarkable inftance of farcocele, which oc¬ 
curred to him at Senegal. The patient was a 
negro about fifty years old, and the difeafe had 
been gradually advancing for the fpace of hve- 
and-twenty years. It was attended with no 
pain, but the enormous bulk of the fcrotum was 
of itfelf a fufBcient inconvenience, as it obliged 
the patient to lie conftantly in bed. At the time 
Dr. Schotte faw it the urine had made its way 
through a fiftulous ulcer in pcrinao , and the in¬ 
teguments of the fcrotum were hard and thick¬ 
ened. 
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ened. The fcrotum itfelf he had not an oppor¬ 
tunity of meafuring, but he is certain that he 
fpeaks within compafs when he fays, that it was 
in length two feet and a half, and in diameter, 
from thigh to thigh, eighteen inches. 

This is the only initance of this difeafe that 
the Dodlor himfelf has met with; but he has 
been informed, that in Galam, a country diftant 
about 900 miles E. from Senegal, as well as in 
fome other parts of Africa, it is endemial, and 
fuppofed to be hereditary. 

From the report of the Small Pox Society 
at Chester, dated Sept. 17, 1782, it appears, 
that of 213 children, inoculated by the Society, 
only two died; and it was doubted whether the 
death of either of thefe could be properly attri¬ 
buted to inoculation, as there was reafon to fu- 
fpedl, that one of the patients had previoufly 
received the natural infection •, and the death of 
the other feemcd to be occafioned by a diforder of 
the bowels. Of 203 private patients, who were 
inoculated during the lad four years, not one died. 

In one part of the town the inhabitants, dif- 
regarding the infpeftors exhortations, purpofely 
propagated the diftemper, carrying the poifon 
and even patients, from one houfe to another 

I i i 2 without 



without referve.- In confequence of this conduct 
it fpread through fifteen families, and provecj y 
fatal to feveral. This irregularity in part pro¬ 
ceeded from their ignorance, that forne money 
might be obtained by obferving the rules. The 

hope of procuring the reward has had fome in- 

, . » 

fluence on their conduct; and at the time of 
dating the report, the infe&ion was nearly ex-- 
tinguifhed, as the fmall pox was then only in 

» t 

four families. 

Soon after the Society was eftablifhed, the na¬ 
tural diftemper began to fpread fo quickly in 
Handbridge, through the irregularity of the in¬ 
habitants of that part of the town, and the funds 
of the inftitution being at that time fo low as to 
caufe an apprehenfion, that the rewards of pre¬ 
vention might become too expenfive, the regu¬ 
lations were fufpended in that quarter for fome 
months. During the fufpenfion, 16 died of the 
natural fmall pox in this parifh ; and in the 
fpring of 1780, the diftemper was fpread fo 
widely by foldiers, as to occafion a general fufpen¬ 
fion of the regulations for fome months ; during 
- this time the deaths by the natural diftemper 
amounted to 58. Taking ,the whole period of 
four years, ending March 30, 1782, the fmall 
pox, at Chefter, has been fatal to 139, or 35 an- , 

nually. 


/ 



[ 429 3 

filially. If we deduCt the above-mentioned 16 
and 58, who died during the interval when the 
regulations were not executed, the total deaths 
would be only 55, or 14 annually •, whereas the 
annual average of deaths by this diftemper, for 
fix years previous to the eftablifhment of this So¬ 
ciety, was 63. Hence its fatality has been aCtu- 
ally reduced to near one-half; and, if we may 
deduCt the number who died during the two pe¬ 
riods, when the regulations were fufpended, to 
near one-fifth. 

The infpeCtors were partieulary inftruCted to 
obferve, whether the natural fmall pox was re¬ 
ceived from inoculated patients. On the moft 
careful inquiry, one private and one or two pub¬ 
lic patients appeared to have communicated the 
natural diftemper; and in all thefe inftances, the 
perfons infected had unreferved intercourfe with 
the infectious, without any wifti to avoid them. 

During the year 1781 only eight perfons died 
of this diftemper in Chefter, of whom two were 
infeCtcd in Manchefter, a third in Liverpool, and 
a child of the fourth in Coventry. 

On mature confideration the Society v have 
thought proper to abolifh the rewards to the in¬ 
oculated patients, which at firft feemed necefiary 
to overcome inveterate prejudices. 

i-* . • _ 
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Extract of a Letter from Dr. Veling, phyfician 
at Aix la Chapelle, to Dr. Willan, phyfician 
in London. 

“ Opufculum tuum de Lanuginofa Byffo% 
“ quod diledtus amicus meus Weidmann, dum 
“ hac tranfiit, mihi prsebuit, gaudio legi, et 
“ quia non folum Aquifgrani fed etiam in pago 
Burdfcheid plurimi fontes aquam mineralem 
“ calidam eru&ant, ftatim ad illos fontes nos 
“ contulimus, et ecce.! inveniebamus di&arn 
tc plantam a te defcriptam, lapides eadem ratione 
“ obtegentem. Sumo libertatem te ilia de re 
“ certiorem reddendi, et monftra mihi occafi- 
u onem ut tibi ad propriam infpe&ionem mittere 
“ poffim." 

* Dr. Willan, in examining the mineral water at Croft 
(fee page 327) difcovered, by means of a microfcope, 
that the white, hairy, mucous matter, which adheres to 
the flicks, grafs. See. in the courfe of that and other 
fulphur waters, is evidently a vegetable fubftance, anfwer- 
ing to the charafter of Byffus, though a fpecies not de- 
feribed in the fyflem of Linnceus. Dr. Willan has named 
it Byjfus Lanugincfa. It is a remarkable circumftance, 
that this Byffus is found below the fpring no further than 
the water retains the fenfible fulphureous qualities, as if 
the hepatic gas was neceffary to its produdtion and 
pourilhment. 


Mr* 
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Mr. John Hunter has lately communicated tor 
the Royal Society an account of the organ of 
hearing in fifhes. 


At the anniverfary meeting of the Royal So-' 
ciety, on the 30th of November, the Copleian 
medal was conferred on Richard Kerivan, Efq. 
F. R. S. for his ingenious experiments and ob- 
fervationS on the fpecific gravities and attrac¬ 
tive powers of various faline fubftances. (See 
the 2d vol. of this Journal, page 191.) 


Extract of a Letter from Dr. Hahn, -Profeffor of 
Phyfic at Leyden, to Dr. Simmons (dated 
Oft. 3, 1782.) 

“ The Medical Society at the Hague mean 
« foon to publifti the letters, relative to the late 
« epidemic catarrh, which have been addrefled 
“ to them by the phyficians in different parts of 
- ‘‘ the United Provinces. The phyficians at 
“ Kaerlern intend to give their obfervations on 
“ the fame fubjeft in a feparate publication. 
Both thefe works will be in Dutch. 

« The 


l 



[ 432 ] , 

1 ' ‘ - 1 

“ The Red Bark fells at' prefent at Amfter- 

“ dam for 50 fols (not quite five fhillings fter- 
“ ling) a pound. Mr. Brand, one of our prin- 
“ cipal druggifts, has lately fupplied an Englifh 
“ dealer with two thoufand pounds weight of it 
“ at that price.”-—The celebrated Profefior 
Camper, who has introduced the ufe of this 
Bark in Friefland, and experienced its good ef¬ 
fects in a variety of inftances, obferves, in a let¬ 
ter to Dr. Simmons, that 3 vj. of it are equal int 
efficacy to 3 j. of the common bark.—-We had en¬ 
tertained hopes, that the Red bark was aneftab- 
lifhed article of commerce at Amfterdam, but we 
learn from Dr. Camper’s letter, that the fupply 
of it there was as accidental as in this country, 
and cOnfifts only of a part of the cargo of a 

$ 

Spanifh prize' purchafed at Lilbon. (See page 

252)- 


New JVorks about to be publiJhed.—^—i, A trea-' 
tife on exercile as a means of preferving health, 
by M. Pinnel, phyfician at Paris. The author 
has been employed feveral years on this work. 
One of our friends at Paris, who has perufed the 
MSS. and is a good judge of the fubjeft, ijpeaks 
of it as a ufefui performance. It is foon to go 
to prefs,-*—2. A defcriptipn of the trees, fimibs, 

and 



and plants of the Ruffian empire, which is to 
be publifhed by Profeffor Pallas, by order and 
under the aufpices of her Imperial Majefty. 
From the profpedtus of this work, which has 
lately been fent to the Royal Society, it promifes 
to be one of the moft fplendid publications that 
has hitherto appeared on a botanical fubjecl. 
The whole is to be executed at the expence of 
the Emprefs. The plates are to be of the fame 
fize as thofe of Profeffor Jacquin’s, and coloured 
after nature with the moft fcrupulous exadtnefs. 
The defcriptions are to be in Ruffian and Latin. 
The number of plates will amount to about fix 
hundred. The work is to be publifhed in num¬ 
bers. Each number is to contain fifty plates. 
No time is yet fixed for the appearance of the 
firft number; but when the publication is begun, 

r 

it is propofed to bring out at leaft one number 

every year.-3. A fixth volume of the medical 

obfervations and inquiries is expected to be pub¬ 
lifhed in a few months.-4. A fyftem of furgery 

is preparing for the prefs, in one large volume, 
4to. by Mr. Fynney, of Leek in Staffordfhire. 

-5. An account of a new operation in furgery 

in certain cafes, viz. the fawing off the .extre¬ 
mities of the os femoris, tibia, and fibula, and 
uniting them by callus, fo as to form a ftiff joint, 

Vo*.HI.‘N* IV. Kkk inflead 
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inftead of amputating the leg, is expected fooq 
from Mr. Henry Park, one of the furgeons 

to die Infirmary at Liverpool.-6. M. Vicq 

D’Azyr is about to illuftrate the anatomy of the 
brain by foine very accurate engravings. About 
a dozen of the plates for this work, which is to 

be in folio, are already finifhed.-7. A new 

edition of Dr. Simmons’s work on confumptions 
is preparing for the prefs, vyith confiderable ad¬ 
ditions. Among other things it will contain 
farther remarks on the whitenefs of the teeth a$ 
a mark of phthifis from tubercles. 


PROMOTED. 

Lately, Dr. Devcreux Mytton and Dr. John 
Matthews to be Candidates, and Dr. Gilbert 
Blane, Dr. John Whitehead, and Dr. William 
Lifter, to be Licentiates of the Royal College: 
of Phyficians in London. 

Sept. 19. Mr. Mills to be apothecary to the 
Infirmary atGloucefter, in the room of Mr. Trye. 

Oft. 26. Mr. Houlfton Harries to be furgeort 
to the forces in Barbacioes. 

Nov. 2. Dr. Burgoyne Tomkyns to be phy- 
fician to the Tower of London, in the room of 
Dr. Robert Petrie.—-9. Mr. John Adams to be 
lurgeon to the 13th reg. of foot.—12. Mr. Colin 
Anderfon to be furgeon to the-15th reg. of foot. 

Dec. 7. William Paine, M. D. member .of 
College of Phyficians,’ London, to be phyfi- 

't * * w A . 
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cian to the General Hofpital in North America. 
•—20. William Fordyce, M.D. phyfician in Lon¬ 
don, to the rank of knighthood. 


D I E D. 

/. 1 

, Lately, at Paris, aged 53 years, M. ToufTaint 
Bqrdenave, Regius Profeffor of Surgery in the 
Academy of Surgery, and member of the Aca¬ 
demies of Sciences at Paris, Rouen, and Florence. 
He was bom at Paris April 10, 1728, and was 
the firft furgeon who filled the office of Sheriff 
(Echevin) of that city. The birth of a Dauphiri 
in 1781, while he held this poll:; was theoccafion 
of his being created a knight of the order of St. 
Michael. Hi$ death was occafioned by a para¬ 
lytic ftroke, which carried him off in about eight 
days. He Was the author of “ Remarques lur 
I’infenfibilite de quelques parties, 5 ’ i2nho. Paris, 
1757 » tc Elemens de Phyfiologie,” 12mo* ibid 5 
“ Memoire fur les antifeptiques,” 8vo. ibid. 
1769 •, “ Memoire fur le danger des cauftiques 
pour la cure radicale des hernies,” nmo. ibid, 
j 774; and of feveral papers in the Memoirs of 
the Academies of Surgery and Sciences. (See 
our 2d vol. p. 182.)—At Marfeilles, aged 84, 
M. Aubert, M. D. formerly phyfician to the 
Galleys. During his life-time he gave a fum 
of money, equal to abotit a thoufand pourids 
fterling, as a fund for a falary to be annexed to 
the place of phyfician to the hofpital of the Holy 
Ghoft at Marfeilles, He was likewile the firft 
and principal promoter of the hofpital for In- 
: Kkk 2 durables 


\ 



cilrables in that city, in the eftablifhment of 
which he expended five thoufand pounds Itcrling. 

A buft of this benevolent phyfician is now exe¬ 
cuting at Paris, and when finifhed is to be placed 
in the New Hofpital, to which he was fo liberal 
a benefactor.—At Paris, George de la Faye, 
a celebrated member of the Academy of Surgery 
in that city. He was the author of leveral papers 
, in the Memoirs of the Academy, and likewife 
of a work, entitled “ Principes de Chirurgie”, 

. i2mo. the firft edition of which was printed at 
Paris in 1739, and the 7th and laft in 1773. 
He was alio the editor of Dionis’s Operations 
of Surgery, with notes *, a work which has gone 
through feveral editions.—At St. Lucia, Mr. 
Thomas Bridge, lurgeon.- 

May 22,-1782. At Wittemberg, aged 88 
years, Daniel William Triller, M. D. Prof. Se¬ 
nior Prof, in the Univerfity at that place.' 

Sepl. At Windfor, Mr. William Kimber, 
apothecary—5. At Cambridge, Mr. Prince, 
furgeon and apothecary.—29. At Gloucefter, 
Mr. John Matthews, formerly an apothecary of 
that^city. 

Ott. 9.. In Dartmouth-ftreet, Weftminfter, 
Mr. Daniel Lewelin, apothecary.—12. At Ta- 
viftock in Devonfhir^ advanced in years, Dr. 
Lavington, author of a paper printed in the 
Phil. Tranf. for 1765, containing the cafe of a 
. young lady, who died of a fcurvy brought on 
by the drinking of fea water.—13. In his 73d 
year, Edw. Wallis, M. D. an Extra Licentiate 
- of the College of Phyficians in London, and 
one of the phyficians to the Infirmary at York, 

of 
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of which city he was an Alderman. He ferved 
the office of Lord Mayor in 1771.—*17. In 
Thames -11 reet, London, Mr. Mackay, apothe¬ 
cary.—27. Mr. John Ward, apothecary-to the 
County Hofpital at Northampton.—31. At 
Coventry, Mr. Edw. Harpur, jun. apothecary. 

Nov. 1. Dr. Alexander Ballantyne, phyfician 
atSalifbury—12. AtBriftol, Mr. W. MTJonald, 
formerly a furgeon and apothecary in Jamaica.— 
14. In confequence of a fall from his horle a few 
days before, Mr. Bathurft, apothecary in South¬ 
wark.—17. At Iflington, aged 30 years, Mr. 
Francis Smyth, furgeon.—18. At Liverpool, 
aged 66, Mr. James King, furgeon and apothe¬ 
cary.-—21, Mr. Thomas Saltonftall, apothecary 
inChapel-ftreet, Bedford-row, London. 

Dec. 11. At Braintree in Efiex, aged 76, 
Dr. Colin Hofiack, phyfician to his late R. H. 
Frederick Prince of Wales, and author of an 
Abridgement of Van Swieten’s Commentaries, 
in 5 volumes, 8vo, 


SECTION IV. 

Qjjarterly Catalogue. 

I- A N inquiry into the nature of the venereal 
X*\. P°ifon, and the remedies made ufe of to 
prevent its effe&s, principally with refpedt to lo¬ 
tions, pomades, and injections; addreffied parti¬ 
cularly to young men. By J.Clubbe , furgeon at 
Ipfwich. 8vo. Longman , London, 1782. 2s. 

This appears to be the production of a candid 
and judicious writer. He is of opinion, that we 

ought 



Ought never to attempt the cure of any fpecie£ 
of venereal affedion without the internal ufe of 
mercury. 

2. A letter addreffed to Dr. Stevenfon, of 
Newark, occafioned by a poftfcript publilhed in 
the fecond edition of his Medical Cafes, with re¬ 
marks on four letters, written by Philip Thick- 
neffe, Efq. By Edward Harrifon , member of 
the Royal Medical Society at Edinburgh. 8vo. 
Brown . London, 1782. is. 

3. A medical and philofophical Effay on the 
theory of the gout. 8vo. Elmjly, London, 1782; 

4. An epiftle to Dr. Falconer of Bath. By 
Philip Tbicknejfe. 8vo. Dodjley, London, 1782. 

Dr. Falconer, in his ingenious effay on the Bath 
waters, mentioned a fad which tended to prove 
that thefe waters are (lightly impregnated with 
lead. It feems that in 1770, in cleaning the 
cifteril of the King’js bath, a piece of the upper 
part of the ciftern was accidentally broken off, 
and, on being examined by Dr. Falconer and 
others, appeared to afford marks of erofion on its; 
internal furface. This fad and Dr. Falconer’s 
conclufions from it are controverted by Mr. 
Thickneffe in the prefent pamphlet, in a ftyle 
which feems to have been didated by perfonal 
tefentment. 

- 5. Short ftridures on the method of treat¬ 
ment recommended by Dr. Dawfon, in the acute 
Rheumatifm. By Thomas Sanden, M.D. i2mo. 
Payne, London, 1782. is. 

Thefe ftridures are well deferving the atten¬ 
tion of the medical praditioner. Dr. Sanderi 
very properly points out the bad effeds which 
. - may 
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may be expected from the ufe of large dofcs of 
volatile tindlure of guaiacum (the remedy recom¬ 
mended by Dr. Dawfon) in caies of inflamma¬ 
tory diathefis, An inftance is related in which 
it brought on fymptoms of peripneumony, that 
terminated fatally notwithftanding the repeated 
life of the lancet. 

6. An hiftorical (ketch of Medicine and Sur T 

gery from their origin to the prefent time; and 
of the principal authors, difcoveries, improve¬ 
ments, and errors. By W . Black , M. D. 8vo. 
Johnfon , London, 1782. 315 pages. 5 s. 

7. Elements of the theory and pra&ice of 
Medicine and Surgery. By John Aitkin, M. D, 

2 vois. 8vo. Cadell , London, 1782. 14 s. 

8. Verhandelingen van het Batavinafch ge- 
nootfchap ^ler Kanften en Wetenfchapen i. e. 
Memoirs of the Academy of Arts and Sciences 
at Batavia. 8vo. Batavia. 457 pages. 

This, which is the firft volume publilhed by 
the Academy, contains only two papers- that 
will be intereffing to the medical reader. In one 
of thefe Mr. Van de Steege relates that the fmall- 
pox is not more fatal to the Europeans in Java 
than in their own country; but that it makes 
great ravages among the negroes, owing to the - 
mode of treatment. He has introduced inocu¬ 
lation w th fuccefs. In the other paper Mr. 
jofeph Van Iperen gives an account of a white 
negro, of the ifland of Bali, who (as well as four 
others that are to be defcribed in the fecond 
volume by Mr. Valkenaar) is ftrong, healthy, 
and five feet high. Mr. Valkenaar’s four have ' 
produced black children. This induces the 

author 



t 440 } 

author to doubt the exiftence of entire families 
of white negroes. 

9. Difiertatio Phyfica de Aqua. Au&ore 
Chrijl. Fred. Parrot. 4*0. Erlangen, 1781. p. 30. 

10. Tentamen Phyfiologicum de motibus 
voluntariis. Auftore Claudio Francifc. Blaize. 
4to. Nancy, 1782. 

11. Der Arzt fur liebhaber der Schoenheit; 
i. e. The Phyfician for the Lovers of Beauty. 
8 vo. Heidelberg, 1781. 

12. Chrijtiani Theophili Krafzeinteiniiy Prof. 
Phyfices in Univerfitate Hafnienfi, Tentamen 
refolvendi problema ab Academia Petropolitana 
propofitum : qua)is fit natura et character fono- 
rum litterarum vocalium, a, e, i, o, u ; an con- 
ftrui queant inftrumenta quae fonos illos ex- 
primant. 4to. Petropol. 1780. 

This eBay, which obtained the prize from the 
Academy of Peterlburgh in 1780 (fee our 2d vol. 
p. 274), contains a defcription of the machines 
invented by the author to exprefs the found of 
the human voice, and a difcuflion of the means 
Nature employs to produce in our mouths the 
found of each vowel. 

13. Difiertatio Inauguralis de Sterilitate hu- 
mana. Au&ore Bajil. Klutfchatew. 4m. Fri¬ 
bourg, 1781. p. 41. 

The author of this thefis', who is a native of 
Mofcow, obierves, that in Rufiia.there are vaft 
tra&$ of country without inhabitants, .and nu¬ 
merous marriages without ifiue. He inquires 
into the caufe of this national misfortune, and 
attributes the fterility of the lower order of 
women in Rufiia fo their abule of fpirituous 
liquors. 
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14. Lettre de la Societe Roy ale de Londresa 
M. Herbiniaux, chirurgien accoucheur et lithoto- 
mifte a Bruxelles, au lujet de Ton traite fur divers 
accouchemens laborieux et fur les polypes de la 
matrice. Avec un extrait du Journal de Medecine 
de la meme ville de Londres, relatif a ^approba¬ 
tion que cet ouvrage a merite, le tout traduit de 
l’Anglois par M. Johns, tradufteur fermente; 
i. e. A Letter from the Royal Society of London 
to M. Herbiniaux, furgeon, See. at Bruflels, con¬ 
cerning his treatife on different laborious deli¬ 
veries, &c. with an extradl from the London 
Medical Journal relative to the approbation 
which that work has merited. The whole tranf- 
lated from the Englifh by M. Johns , fvvorn tranf- 
lator. 8vo. Bruffels; 1782. 

M. Herbiniaux prefented a copy of his work to 
the Royal Society, and in return received the 
ufual compliment of a printed letter of thanks 
from their fecretary. It is this letter, of four 
lines, which is introduced with fo much pomp 
to the world in the prefent publication. 

If M. Herbiniaux will turn to any of the late 
volumes of the Philofophical Tranf. he will find 
an advertifement, letting forth, that the thanks 
given from the chair to perfons who prefent books 
or other things to the Society, are to be confidered 
in no other light than as a matter of civility; 
and that when fuch perfons “ take the liberty to 
“ report, that they have met with the higheft 
“ applaufe and approbation, it is hoped that no 
“ regard will be paid to fuch alfertions.” 

In order to enhance the importance of his 
work M. Herbiniaux (certainly without any 

Vql. III. N° IV. L 11 found*. 
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foundation in truth) tells his readers, that ‘‘feveral 
44 celebrated phyficians, members of the Royal 
44 Society, have condefcended to publifh, as a 
“ teftimony of the general approbation of the Col- 
44 lege of Phyficians , a long account of his work, 
Ci of which account he has thought it right to 
“ give a literal tranflation.” 7’ben follows a 
tranflation (but not a literal one, or fuch as might 
be expeded from a fworn tranflator) of what we 
laid of his firft volume. Towards the conclu- 
fion, where we gave our opinion of his per¬ 
formance, we find our expreflions fhamefully 
mutilated. We allowed (page 170) that he dif- 
played conjidcrable knowledge of his fu bjed; but, 
inftead of confiderable , he has thought proper tq 
fubftitute the word perfect ; and where we ob¬ 
served, that the forceps and lever are 44 doubt- 
44 lei's in forne few cafes ttfeful , but that either of 
‘ l them will require more pradice, to become 
“ expert in handling them, than almoft any one 
44 will obtain, who does not frequently have re.- 
44 courfe to them unneceffarily He makes us 
fay, that 44 in certain cafes thefe two inftru- 
44 ments are doubtlds very neceffary , but that 
44 both of them require long pradice to become 
44 expert in handling them; an experience which 
44 can be acquired only by the neceffity of having 
V recourfe to them often.” The idea we meant 
to convey to our readers in the foregoing pafifage 
was, that the lever, like the forceps, might do 
a great deal of mifehief, by being often ufed un- 
neceflarily; and that in midwifery, inftruments 
are not fo often required as fome praditioners 
imagine. All this is very artfully metamorphole '4 
to his own advantage by M. Herbiniaux. 
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Page 31, line 9 from the lop, f Jr retturn read return ; p. 94, 7 . ij, for 
effort read efforts ; 7 . 19, for adapted read adopted ; p. 94, /. r3, for 
pofhrio read poilerior ; 7 . 20, fr GelPs read Cr‘U’s ; 7 . 27, for Epfoms 
read Jspfom 5 p. io 3 . 7 . 10, for termined read termed ; p: rog, /• 12, 
for emp irie read empiric; p. 110, 7 . 19, for fue real Air } 7 . 20, for 
lige.lhonfz res <7 Ingenhoufz ; p. 112, 7 . ii, for feto* read feto ; p. 213, 
i. 19. for LsiAer red LiAer ; p. 224, /, 1, for hepatide read hepatitide ; 
p. 388, 7 . 16, for ptechia: reid petechiae ; p. 431, 7 . 6, for Kerivan read 
Kirwan ; p. 436, 7 . 18, fr' M. D. Prof, read M. D. & Prof.*’ ' • 
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